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The New MultiSync® M Series Monitors 


With Revolutionary CromaClear™ CRT Technology. 

Behold the brightness. The clarity. The look of panic in 
our competitors’ eyes. Introducing the MultiSync M Series 
monitors from NEC - think of them less as new monitors, 
more as the standard by which all others will be judged. 

The MultiSync M500™ and M700™ monitors are the 
first to incorporate CromaClear, NEC’s patented new 
CRT technology. Similar in design to that found in 
today’s televisions, CromaClear lets you view text, 
graphics and video with enhanced focus, greater color 
saturation, better contrast and increased depth and 
dimension. Simply put, you’ll enjoy the brightest, 
sharpest, clearest images in the industry - just what 
you’ve come to expect from NEC. 

What’s more, our Video Boost feature automatically 
sets the monitor screen to the optimal contrast and 
brightness level for viewing TV and video images. 


Built-in speakers allow you to customize sound for 
movie, music, games and voice applications. There’s 
even a built-in microphone. 

In addition to PC and Macintosh® compatibility, the 
MultiSync M Series monitors feature Plug and Play 
compatibility for Windows® 95 and are backed by a 
3-year limited warranty, one of the best in the industry. 
Perhaps of even more importance is the fact that 
each is backed by NEC’s hard-earned reputation for 
building, without question, the most precise monitors 


in the world. 

MULTISYNC M500 

The MultiSync M 

15" CromaClear Technology CRT 
(13.8 " viewable image size) 

Series monitors from 

MULTISYNC M700 


11" CromaClear Technology CRT 

NEC. Thanks to us, the 

115.6" viewable image size) 


Supports resolutions from 

only thing that appears 

640x480 to 1280x1024 

dim is the future of 

Supports refresh rates 
from 55 to 120Hz 

our competitors. On 

Built-in speakers and microphone 


OptiClear m screen surface 

second thought, what 

On-Screen Manager Controls 

competitors? 

Plug and Play compatible 


3-year limited warranty 

To learn more 



about either the MultiSync M500 or M700 monitors, 
call 1-800-NEG-INFO. To have the information sent 
to you by fax, simply call 1-800-366-0476 and 
request document #157201. 

SEE, HEAR AND FEEL THE DIFFERENCE:* 




Microsoft 
Windows 95 


| Visit our new web site at http://www.nec.com | 


MultiSync is a registered trademark and CromaClear, OptiClear, M500, M700 and See, Hear and Feel the Difference are trademarks of NEC Technologies, Inc. Windows and 
the Windows 95 logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Ail other trademarks or registered trademarks are property of their respective owners. 
GSA #GSOOK94AG5241PS01. ©1996 NEC Technologies, Inc. 

Circle 236 on reader service card. 


Key #14265'. 





















Earl the printer sure is going to miss you. 






r. Thanks to the Canon 


^^7 Your days of running to Earl at all hours are over 
Convertible” Color Printer, the MultiPASS" C2500. It’s the only way to bring 
home brilliant color Bubble Jet” printing, plain paper faxing, copying and 



scanning. All in one solid machine, backed by our 24-hour InstantExchange 
warranty program. It even has exclusive Canon® Creative software. So you and 
the kids can do lots of imaginative things. Want to know more? See our 
web site, http://www.ccsi.canon.com or call 1-800-848-4123, Ext. 904. 

Hey, you can still keep in touch with old Earl. Just send him a fax. 

Canon 



Now There’s A Compaq For 
Just About Everyone. 



Now, whether you’re looking for the ultimate 
in performance, flexibility or economy, there’s a 
Compaq® notebook that’s just right for you. 

The Compaq LTE® 5000 family gives you a Pentium® 
processor up to 133MHz, and a MultiBay’" design that 
lets you add optional interchangeable devices — like 
a second hard drive (up to 4GB) or a 6X CD-ROM 
drive. Add the MultiBay Expansion Base, and you can 
mix and match capabilities anywhere. 

For even more flexibility, try a notebook from our 


new Armada 4100 line. It will transform from a 
super-portable slimline notebook (with a Pentium 
processor up to 133MHz) to a multimedia notebook 
with its optional, and detachable, Mobile CD Unit. 
And it can hold up to- three lithium ion batteries — 
one of which can function as a handy carrying handle. 

And the new Armada 1100 family lets you hit the road 
with a 100MHz Pentium processor, at, an incredibly 
affordable price. With Compaq, fO Af /V Ifl 
the choice is yours. (So is the call.) DiteCtPIllS 








Which One’s For You? 






LTE 5280 

Armada 4110 

Armada 1120 | 

Processor 

120MHz Pentium® 

100MHz Pentium 

100MHz Pentium 

Standard Memory 

16MB 

8MB 

8MB 

Memory Expandable to 

80MB 

40MB 

24MB 

Hard Drive 

1.35GB Removable/ 

Multiple Drive Support 

810MB 

810MB 

Battery 

Enhanced NiMH 

Lithium Ion 

Enhanced NiMH 

Cache 

256KL2 

256KL2 

N/A 

Video Graphics 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

32-Bit PCI Local Bus 

IR Support 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

Pointing Device 

EasyPoint™ II 

Touchpad 

Optical Trackball (optional) 

Optical Trackball 

Display (others available) 

11.3" CTFT SVGA 

11.3" CSTN SVGA , 

10.4" CSTN 

Other Features 

• Intelligent Manageability 

• 16-Bit Stereo Sound and 
joystick/MIDI port 

• MVA and Optional 
Hardware-Based MPEG 

• Optional MultiBay 

Expansion Base with/ 
withouMSA Slot 

• Optional 6X CD-ROM Drive 

• Flexible 3-in-l design 

• 4 User-Programmable keys 

• Integrated Audio and NTSC/PAL 
Support, and Zoom Video 

• MPEG-1 (software-based) 

• Optional Mobile CD Unit with 

4X CD-ROM Drive, Speakers, 

16-Bit Stereo Sound and 
joystick/MIDI port 

• Optional Convenience Base 
with/without Ethernet 

• Tilting, Full-Function 

Keyboard 

• Detachable handle 

Software Preinstalled 

Choice of Windows® 95 
or Windows 3.1 

Windows 95 

Windows 95, Astound, CSE, 

and MS-Works® 

Weight 

7.2 - 7.5 lbs. 
depending on model 

5.1 -8.2 lbs. 

depending on configuration 

6.1 lbs. 

Worldwide Limited Warranty! 

3-Year 

3-Year 

1-Year“ 

Price* 

(other models available) 

$5,399 

$2,599 

$1,899 


TO ORDER, CALL: 

1-800-888-8219 


1-800-308-7774 























www.pccomputing.com" 


6 



5/NT 


It’s all here! Hundreds of insiders’ tricks, 
productivity tips, and undocumented 
secrets for kicking Windows 95 and 
Windows NT into high gear! 120 


CD Speedsters 

Forget twitchy animation and jerky 
video—supercharge your apps with 
8X and 10X CD-ROM drives! Plus, 
ultracheap multidisc jukeboxes hold 
all your CDs. 177 



Remote Possibilities 

Away from the office? Don’t 
get caught short. Retrieve files, 
launch applications, and tap 
into network drives and 
resources from afar. New 
remote control software 
makes it easy! 188 


DANGER! 

Is your PC safe? Are you sure? 
Deadly computer viruses are 
everywhere—even on the Web. 
Don’t miss our report on killer 
viruses, and what you can do to 
prevent infection. 198 







September 1996 
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New! 



Hardware 

68 Cyrix 6x86-P200 vs. 
AMD-K5-PR100 
Reference System 

71 IBM PC 350, Quantex 
QP5/200 SM-2, Xi P400 
MTowerDP 

72 Connectix Color 
QuickCam Supercheap 
color digital camera. 

74 Number Nine Imagine 
128 Series 2 vs. Diamond 
Stealth 3D 2000 Ultrafast 
3-D graphics. 

76 NEC MultiSync M700 

76 Compact Devices 
TopSpin CD-ROM 
Server Share CD-ROMs 
on the Net. 

78 ViewSonic 29GA 

78 Cardinal MVP288XS 


Software 

85 Lotus Components 
Starter Pack 

86 Deneba Canvas 5 Power 
graphics toolkit. 

88 Symantec Norton 

Administrator Suite— 
Essential Edition 

88 Lotus Organizer 97 

95 Microsoft FrontPage 1.1, 
Anawave HotDog 
Professional 2.0, 
SoftQuad HotMetal Pro 
3.0, Netscape Navigator 
Gold 3.0 Graphical Web 
page publishers. 

98 Gold Disk Astound 2.1 
vs.FutureWave 
CelAnimator Easy Web 
animations. 


100 Level\5 Quest 2 vs. 

Corel Web.Data 
102 InContext 

WebAnalyzer 1.1 Keep 
your Web site current. 

36 Pulse Internet-ready 
PCs, Radar. 

43 A-List Editors’top picks 
in 50 categories. 

48 Internet A-List 
113 CO-RON CDs that 
feed your mind. 

22 www.pccomputing.com 
275 Direct to You/ 

System Shortlist 
301 Marketplace 
330 Ad Index 
333 Product Index 


Soho Internet 


Paper Punishers Move the piles of 
faxes, business cards, receipts, and 
other documents off your desk and 
onto your hard drive with a personal 
document scanner. Plus, an 8X 
CD-ROM drive for under $150 and 
free Internet groupware. 323 


Oninion 29 ^ 

^jrpMIIUII 59 PaulSomerson 
61 John C. Dvorak 
65 Wendy Taylor 
and Marty Jerome 


More Signal, Less Noise 

Filter Web ads, block Net cookies, and 

blast into the fast lane. 334 

334 1,001 Free Downloads Updates to 
our incredible library of free stuff. 

338 Cool Tools Reviews of killer plug¬ 
ins, search tools, and Web products. 

343 WWW @ Work The best legal sites. 

344 Internet Expert Is your e-mail 
secure? Get the goods on encryption. 

346 Net Kahuna Site-seeing with 
master surfer Ron White. 

348 HotList Talk-show hosts get wired. 




Windows 95 Buyers’ Guide 

PC Computing's guide to new 
Windows utilities and 
applications for the office 
and home. 

209 Review Writer 3.0 
209 Typing Instructor 
Deluxe CD 

216 BusinessMap Put your 
data on the map. 

216 Chaos 
224 Compadre 
224 Indiana Jones and His 
Desktop Adventures 
232 BusinessWorks 11.0 
for Windows 

232 Smart Home Manager 
240 Zip-lt 3.0 Jake back 
your hard drive. 

240 Lifetime Encyclopedia of 
Letters 

248 Presto PageManager Suite 
248 Catz Adopt a digital cat. 
256 Password Master 
256 Lightning Power Controls 
264 Art Parts Not your 
average clip art. 

264 Name-lt Long filenames 
for Windows 3.1. 

270 WitchDeskfor 

Windows 95 Create a 
custom desktop. 

270 P.A.W.S 



Usability Approved It s 

fast and cheap—but will it 
get the job done? Only 
products that meet or beat 
the high standards of our 
Usability Labs earn this seal. 



Online Extras Get hundreds 
of freebies, bug fixes, and 
other bonuses from our Web 
site (www.pccomputing.com), 
CompuServe, Microsoft 
Network, or America.Online 
when you see this seal. 
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ANY QUESTIONS? 






INTRODUCING THE NEC MULTISPIN® 8X 
CD-ROM READER. 

Looking for a quick way to retrieve data? How 
does 1200kb/sec data transfer rate and 140ms 
access speed sound? The fact is, there’s no faster 
way to get applications running than with the NEC 
MultiSpin 8X CD-ROM reader. 

Of course, our MultiSpin 8X readers offer 
more than just speed. You’ll also get Easy ROM 
Update™ technology* which adds security to your 
investment by letting you easily update to new 
standards. What’s more, you’ll find Windows* 95 
Plug and Play, PC and Mac" compatibility, ease-of- 
use, and a one year limited warranty. So get 
yourself an NEC MultiSpin 8X CD-ROM reader. 
After that, you’ll have no problem finishing off 
those hefty portions of data. 

For more information, call 1-800-NEC-INFO 
or reach us via FastFacts™ at 1-800-366-0476 
and request document #237801. 

| Visit NEC’s new web site at http://www.nec.com | 


SEE, HEAR AND FEEL THE DIFFERENCE: 



Circle 239 on reader service card. 





| Visit our new web site at http://www.nec.com | 

For more Mom^ a* ^IWgVfeRS^ftr hfoj fax call NEC FastFacts™ 1-800-366-0476. Versa is a registered trademark in the U.S, FastFacts, and See, Hear and Feel the Difference are trademarks of NEC Technologies, Inc. Pentium is a registered trademark of Intel 

Circle 219 on reader service card. 
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substantiate our 
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As always, yours 
are the benchmark* 
that people 
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32-Bit Office Suite, Graphics 
and Internet Power for Windows® 95 


Corel® WordPerfect® Suite 7 on CD-ROM t redefines the office 
suite by adding powerful graphics capability and total Internet 
connectivity that fit the way you work today—perfectly. Powerful 
core application features, refined file management tools plus 
advanced Internet and graphics technology empower your 
business communications while increasing your productivity 
and optimizing workgroup collaboration. You'll discover how to 
finish faster with less effort, get the most out of Windows® 95 
and put the Internet to work for you. With all this and more, 
Corel® WordPerfect® Suite 7 is quite simply the smartest, most 
powerful, most versatile suite you can buy. 



Put the Internet to Work for You 

Take full advantage of the Internet with a powerful built-in 
Internet Publisher that lets you create and instantly view Web 
documents. Plus, convert files to and from HTML and link to 
specific information on the World Wide Web quickly, easily 
and effectively. 

Finish Faster with Less Effort 
Be ultra-productive in all core applications with a consistent 
user interface and common tools such as Speller, Thesaurus, 
Grammatik® and Open Dialog. 


The features speak for themselves: 

WordPerfect? 

NEW Internet connectivity - link any text directly to an Internet file or file 
bookmark; convert Web files directly to Corel® WordPerfect® format, ready for use 
NEW Guidelines - change margins and columns directly on your page 
NEW QuickSpots - one-click access to formatting options and attributes for 
paragraphs, table cells and graphics 

NEW Spell-As-You-Go - underlines words that might be misspelled so you can 
correct them as you type 

NEW QuickFonts - shows the last 10 fonts you've used, exactly the way they look 
in your documents, ready for reuse 

QuattroPro? 

NEW Internet connectivity - link any cell to an Internet file—Web, FTP HTTP or 
Gopher and receive automatic updates whenever you want stock quotes, 
exchange rates and more 

NEW Internet publishing - publish any Corel® Quattro® Pro 7 Notebook as an 
HTML file 

NEW (©functions - more than 100 new ones for nearly 500 in total—to give you 
even more analytical power 

JVEWQuickFill - fills in sequential or repetitive data instantly, and can even 
handle bi-directional and discontinuous ranges 

Presentations? 

NEW ActionLinks - move from a slide to an Internet site or to other slides with a 

single click for unparalleled information access 

NEW Object and bullet animation - gives your slides added pizzazz 

NEW Transition effects - apply your choice of more than 50 effects including 

Fade, Roll and Spiral Away to text, graphics and slides 

NEW File importation - from Microsoft® PowerPoint®, Lotus® Freelance Graphics” 
and Harvard Graphics® files 

Plus Value-added Features and Applications! 

Business Graphics 

• CorelFLOW™ 3 for high-impact business graphics 

• 150 top-quality fonts 

• 10,000 clipart images 





Make the Most of Windows 95 
Work faster with full 32-bit applications—including support for 
long file names, multithreading, multitasking and OLE 2.0 in- 
place editing for optimum performance. 



Desktop Utilities 

• Sidekick™ 95 - an innovative personal organizer 

• Dashboard™ 95 - maximizes personal productivity 
Network and Internet Connectivity 

• AT&T WorldNet* Serviced software including Netscape Navigator™ 2.01 
Internet browser makes navigating the Net easy 

• Envoy™ 7 - a versatile electronic document publisher 











embarassing. You buy a 


new notebook, then find out 
you could have had better. Or 
paid less. Or both. The AST* 
Ascentia P, on the other hand, 
is jam-packed with some of the 
hottest technology around - from 
a 133 MHz Pentium' processor 
to our swappable SmartBay 
drive. Yet it still has a starting 
price of just $3499*. You’ll even 
receive the personal attention 
of a reseller and AST’s 24-hour 
support. So with the Ascentia P, 
the only thing on your face will 



Ascentia P 133 -120 MHz Pentium processors, 
12.1" or 11.3” diagonal SVGA TFT screens, 
up to 40 MB RAM, up to 2.1 GB hard drives, 
SmartBay modular 6X CD-ROM and floppy 
drive, 28.8 modem, SmartPoint'" Touchpad, 
and Lithium Ion battery. 

h 

z 



Circle 114 on reader service card. 


COMPUTER X 
Where things are 









Shouldn’t 
Yom Virus 
Protection 
Be This - 
Easy? 

(we think so) 


It’s true. Many of todays anti-virus programs are 
so confusing, you practicaUy have to be a rocket 
scientist to figure out how to make them work. But 
don’t get mad - get automatic with PC-cillin 95®! 

PC-cillin 95 is the only anti-virus program that 
protects your computer without having to be told 
what to do every step of the way. It guards your 
entire system, updates your protection, and 
removes viruses - all AUTOMATICALLY! It’s like having a built-in virus 
expert right inside your PC. 

PC-cillin 95’s power is unmatched - it knows exacdy how to handle 
Windows® 95 and the Internet. The program’s Smart Monitor™ makes sure 
that every single virus threat is being watched continuously, including 
Internet e-mail, on-line services, networks and floppy disks. 

To update your protection, just click a button and PC-cillin 95 automatically 
downloads the latest pattern file update for you. And if you ever find a virus, 
PC-cillin 95’s Clean Wizard™ will remove it for you step-by-step. No other 
anti-virus is so advanced, so comprehensive - and so easy to use. 

So don’t waste valuable time trying to figure out a complicated anti-virus 
program. Get automatic virus protection with PC-cillin 95! 




(800)932-5566 

Get PC-cillin 95 Today! 


“Ifyou’re looking for a way to 
react quickly and automatically 
to a variety of virus threats, look 
no forther than PC-cillin 95. ” 

-PC Magazine 


i* TREND 

2124 Main St. • Huntington Beach • CA 92648 
(714) 969-7746 • http://www.checkit.com 


VTouchStone 

SOFTWARE CORPORATION 


Copyright © 1996 Touchstone Software Corp. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. Touchstone is a registered trademark of Touchstone 
Software Corp. Huntington Beach, CA. PC-cillin 95 is a trademark of Trend Micro Inc. Windows is a registered trademark of 
Microsoft Corporation. All other trademarks and registered trademarks are the property of their respective owners. 
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There are other ways to accelerate 
your multimedia, but may we 
suggest our new Graphics Blaster. 

Multimedia can be a frustrating thing. Even on 
todays hottest systems, video playback can end up 
looking like a postage stamp with fewer colors than j 
you get from a box of crayons. Or, when you 
zoom it to full screen, it looks like a slide show 
instead of a smoothly running movie. Before you 
resort to extremes, you might want to try our new 
Graphics Blaster'"' multimedia accelerator from 
Creative Labs. 

S Graphics Blaster features high-tech video 
acceleration functions like asymptotic scaling, 
horizontal and Vertical filtering and color space 
conversion built right into the hardware. The end result 
is video that glides onto the screen in dazzling true color without 
dropping frames. And the powerful 64-bit graphics engine delivers 
Windows® performance that will blow you away. 

Best of all, Graphics Blaster won't blow away your bank account. Our top-of-the- 
line Graphics Blaster MA302 with 2MB of state-of-the-art Rambus memory — the same j 
high performance memory used on Silicon Graphics workstations — costs less than com- A 
parable boards using yesterday's tired VRAM memory. 

So when you're ready to boost ^^your graphics and video^ 
performance to the stratosphere, pick up a ^.Graphics Blaster^r at your nearest Creative Labs ^ 
dealer. Its got the multimedia muscle your \ system ^ deserves. What else would you 
expect from Creative Labs, the leader in high- performance multimedia products. 

Introducing Graphics Blaster Blultimedia Bccelerators 


Accelerator P *' itS 




***** l*C 


Circle 112 on recider service cord. 















A GREAT REVIEW IS 


WORTH REPEATING 



REPRINTS 

No marketing tool has 
more impact than a 
great product review in 
PC Computing. Buyers 
know they can base 
buying decisions on 
PC Computing reviews 
because our labs, writ¬ 
ers and editors can be 
trusted to be thorough, 
fair and impartial in their 
testing and reporting. 

Get the most value out 
of your review with 
reprints. Hand them out 
at a trade show. Send 
them to your mailing 
list. Provide them to dis¬ 
tributors. Add them to a 
press release or a mail¬ 
ing to your stockhold¬ 
ers. Ziff-Davis reprints 
make it simple and 
affordable. And if you 
customize your reprint 
you will increase the 
value even more. Call 
Ziff - Davis Reprints at nil 
800-825-4237. 
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At Its Price ForAIOOMHz 
Pentium Processor And High Speed 
CD-ROM, This Baby Is Moving Fast. 



Microsoft iv' 

Internet 

Explorer 


EXTENSA 570CDT 

1 Integrated high speed CD-ROM 
1 100MHz Pentium® processor 
with PCI bus & 256KB L2 cache 
Two Type II or one Type III 
PC Card slot(s) 

10.4" SVGA TFT with 

I. 2GB HDD (570CDT) or 

II. 3" SVGA DSTN with 
810MB HDD (570CD) 

16-bit stereo sound card, 
microphone and speakers 
Pre-installed choice of 
Windows® 95 or 
Windows for Workgroups® 


ma 

' Microsoft * 

Pentium Windows »95 


Introducing the new TI Extensa™ 570CDT. A multimedia powerhouse 
that won’t send you to the poorhouse. Packed into this productivity machine 
is the latest technology: integrated high speed CD-ROM, powerful 
100MHz Pentium processor with full PCI bus architecture for 
maximized performance, versatile PC Card slots, serial infrared port, 
16-bit stereo sound, high resolution SVGA screen, pre-installed 
Internet browser and much, much more. Catch it while you can 
by calling 1-800-TI-TEXAS. And start doing extraordinary things. 
Internet: http://www.ti.com E-mail: 2ti@msg.ti.com 



Texas 

Instruments 

are trademarks of Texas Instruments. Pentium and the Intel Inside logo are registered trademarks of Intel Corp. Microsoft, Windows, and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corp. © 1996 TI. 
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introducing. 3'ocJPoint 


all of your messages, you check a single in-box. 
You only need to manage one address book, 
as well. And you can also create a single 
message, address it to multiple people and 
the message will be sent out in the preferred 



That's why Global Village, the maker of 
award-winning FaxWorks™ software, has intro¬ 
duced FocalPoint™ integrated communications 
software. Only FocalPoint lets you fax, transfer 
files, exchange e-mail, access the Internet and 
manage phone caljs all from one window on your 
computer, making communicating easier than ever. 

Because FocalPoint integrates all of these 
full-featured capabilities, you don't have to 
constantly switch between applications. To get 


method for each person, like e-mail, fax, what 
have you. 

FocalPoint is fully compatible with both 
Windows® 3.1 and Windows 95, so visit your 
local reseller and give it a try. 

Or, call 800.436.6752 ext. 1265 for a free 
trial copy on CD-ROM and visit our Web site at 
http://www.globalvillage.com/fp5/ 
for more information. 

If you're not too tired. GLOBAL VILLAGE 

COMMUNICATION 



O.K, so maybe communicating 

iWtid 

1 f'jjp through your computer isn't 

f Focallbnr 

something you'd consider 
incredibly taxing and laborious, but it can be, 
shall we say,.a major hassle. 




www.pccomputing.com 


The Best of the Web, Your Way 

No matter how you connect to the Internet, we’ve got a site for you. Our 

Web page, www.pccomputing.com, comes in three flavors to serve you better. 
Our Universal Site is for any browser at most connection speeds. Java Site is for 
browsers that support Java. And for the ultimate Net experience, don’t miss our 
Shocked Site, which delivers multimedia content via Macromedia Shockwave. 



Ultimate Freebies 

There are zillions of 
free programs, 
games, and utilities 
on the Web, but where 
do you find the good stuff? 

On our Web site, of course. 

This month grab your copy of 
the action-packed 3-D battle 
game, Quake (below). Id 
Software’s long-awaited follow¬ 
up to Doom pits you against a 
gruesome array of enemies; or 
play against your friends with 
its network support. You 
can also get tons of programs, 
utilities, and Internet 
applications from our site. 




Top Secret I {Ofj 

Catch a sneak ^ 
peek at upcoming I 
reviews, including | 

Novell InnerWeb 
Publisher, a NetWare-based 
suite that has all you need to 
work the Web to your advantage. 
Plus, get an early look at our 
October Web Superguide cover 
story, which points you to the top 
browsing, searching, and 
publishing tools forthe Net. 

Gates Watch 

How many Pampers can Bill 
Gates buy? How about 
McDonald’s Arch Deluxe burgers? 
Copies of PC 


multiplied the number of 
Microsoft shares Gates owns 
by the current price of the stock 
and created a Gates Index. Just 
click on PCC Caf§ to it. 

Turn On, Tune In 

Who are the faces behind the 
names of PC Computing's 
editorial staff? Tune in to 
PCC TV to find out. New 
channels and cool 
products are 
added every week. 

A Virus 
Among Us 

After you read this month’s 
feature on computer viruses 
(“Danger!” page 198), go 
online for links to the latest virus¬ 
scanning software from McAfee, 
Symantec, andS&S Software. 


WHERE CAN YOU FIND PC COMPUTING ONLINE? 

Visit the PC Computing home page daily on the Web by pointing your 
browser to www.recomputing com You'll also find us on CompuServe/ 
ZDNet (GOZNTiPCC), Microsoft Network (GO PCCOMPUTING), and : 

America Online/ZDNet (KEYWORD ZDNET). , ) 




Faster Than 
A Pentium! 

Time for a desktop upgrade into the 
fast lane! This month we're giving 
away a fully loaded Cyrix 6x86 desktop 
screamer and all the software you 
need to get started. Stop by our Web 
site for a chance to win. 











ALL RETYPING 
OBSOLETE. 



THE WORLD'S MOST 
ACCURATE OCR. 

Step one: Scan a document. 
Step two: Press a button to 
convert that document into 
editable text and images for 
your favorite applications. 

WHAT'S NEW IN 


• Microsoft Office Compatible 

• Integrates with your favorite 

image editor Disced for 

• New easier-to-use 
AutoOCR Toolbar" 


• Automatic OCR scheduling 

• HTML output jump starts 
moving.pages to the Web 

> OLE 2.0 support, and more 


Sound easy? It is. OmniPage® 
Pro is the world’s most accurate 
Optical Character Recognition 
(OCR) software, turning your 


mm 


Windows 3.1. Which means 
that—no matter which oper¬ 
ating system you use—you 
can take complete advantage 


of the n 


scanned pages 
into usable, 
editable text 
and graphics 
in seconds. 

So now you 
can accurately 
enter your letters, 
faxes, reports, eve 


- 44 - 

OmniPage Pro is the 
longtime OCR leader lor 
good reason. It's simple, 
fast and the most com¬ 
plete package around. 

PC Computing—December 199S 
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n articles 
into Word, WordPerfect, Excel, 
Lotus 1-2-3, PageMaker and 
many other applications with¬ 
out ever having to type a single 
word. OmniPage Pro is now 
available for Windows 95 and 


really s 
for all i 


t accurate OCR 
software in the 
world today. 

Call us now 
to order a copy 
of OmniPage Pro, 
or simply visit a 
local reseller. 

And then you can 
art using your scanner 
:’s worth. 


cai 
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55% more accurate 
15% faster 


• True Page retains 
text & graphics in 
their original layout 
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See How Busi 


Travel: 


Center Stage, Monte Carlo. 

Meet the Monte Carlo notebook from Fujitsu. Multimedia tools for the road or office. 

It's your presentation. Your chance to steal the show. Do it with impact, using sound, visuals, and motion. 

The Monte Carlo™ notebook delivers all with remarkable ease, offering the full multimedia capability of a desktop. 

The Monte Carlo notebook is backed by a three-year limited warranty, including 24-hour, 7-day toll-free 
technical assistance. And with optional extended warranties, you can get services such as next-day replacement. 
All from Fujitsu, a $36 billion leader in information technologies with operations in more than 100 countries. 
Fujitsu has earned this position by focusing closely on the consumer and exceeding expectations. 

See for yourself how the Monte Carlo notebook can help you take center stage. 


OUTSTANDIN 




Up to 133MHz Pentium® processor, 256K 
level 2 cache*and up to 16MB expandable EDO 
RAM all built on 32-bit PCI bus architecture 


Dynamic sound, quality stereo 
speakers, microphone, and MPEG 1 support 
enhance multimedia presentations 


Advanced six-speed CD-ROM unleashes 
the power of multimedia with sound, 
video, text and graphics 
















With up to 12.1 " SVGA active-matrix 
color display, and 2MB video RAM, visuals 
are crisp and text is sharp 


PCMCIA slots offer expandability and 
connectivity while an IrDA-compliant port 
provides wireless data transfer 


Three-year limited warranty, 
including 24-hour, 7 days a week, 
toll-free technical support 


call 1-888-4-ON-THE-GO ext. 2511 

Visit us at www.fujitsu-pc.com or call QuikFacts fax on demand: 1-800-936-5209 


FUliTSU 

/ PC Corporation 
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See How Business Ti 




Frequent Flyer, Montego. 


Meet the Montego notebook from Fujitsu. The ultralight choice for business on the go. 

You're always on the go. From your office. On the plane. To wherever your business takes you. So get the 
notebook that travels light. The Montego” notebook from Fujitsu packs a lot of power into a light 4.9-pound design. 

Its removable floppy disk drive can be interchanged with a second Lithium Ion battery to provide up to six full 
hours of high performance. With premium components and precision manufacturing, the Montego notebook is engineered 
to maximize mobile comfort. It is backed by a three-year limited warranty, including 24-hour, 7-day 
toll-free technical assistance. All this from Fujitsu, a $36 billion global leader in information technologies. 

For convenience that knows no bounds, choose the Montego notebook. 


100MHz Intel Pentium’ 1 processor and EDO 
RAM all built on 32-bit PCI bus architecture 
provide outstanding performance 


Built-in and removable floppy disk drive with an 
interchangeable second Lithium Ion battery for 
up to six hours of performance 


SVGA active-matrix color display 
offers crisp 800 x 600 resolution for 
sharp text and colorful graphics 
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Up to 1GB hard drive has 
ample room for all the applications and 
files you need to stay productive 


PCMCIA slots offer expandability and 
connectivity while an IrDA-compliant port 
provides for wireless data transfer 


Three-year limited warranty, 
including 24-hour, 7 days a week, 
toll-free technical support 


call 1-888-4-ON-THE-GO ext. 3511 

Visit us at www.fujitsu-pc.com or call QuikFacts fax on demand: 1-800-936-5209 


FUMTSU 

/ PC Corporation 















"Eudora Pro is as 
good as it gets." —NetGuide 
"Eudora Pro is to e-mail what 
Netscape is to Web browsers." 
—S.F. Chronicle 


The Internet’s Most Powerful 
E-mail Software Strikes Again. 


INTRODUCING EUDORA PRO™ 3.0. 

With 10 


Eudora® products have 
made a huge impact on the Internet. And now 

there’s something even more powerful: Eudora ^^^BBBB 

Pro 3 . 0 , written to official Internet standards. ^^B 
Eudora Pro 3.0 has improved message filtering 
and mail management tools that help you sort large 
volumes of e-mail in seconds. Advanced drag-and-drop capabilitie 
let you easily attach files and manipulate text. Live hot links auti 
matically open your Web browser and other Internet application 
And an expanded Address Book lets you store addresses an 


d make messages 
documents. And 


| so easy to u 
e-mail softwar 
To find out r 
<t. 86084 . Or se 


30 - 2 -EUDORA, 

!udora-salesi 3 

Lidora.com/555 


@qualcomr 


ild Mothf 


powei 
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IW NCI 11 Pipe Dreams • E-mail Privacy Debate 


PULP OR PIXELS? 


Paper Still Rules 


J ohn C. Dvorak doesn’t want me to renew my subscription 
to PC Computing. As he explains in his July column 
(“Pipe Dreams,” page 49), there’s no need to subscribe to 
prmt publications when you can get them free on the Web. 
Maybe we can truly enjoy Web publications and save trees and 
money when a high-resolution, magazine-size device exists. 
But for now I’ll keep my paper edition of PC Computing. 

Dave Morris 
via the Internet 


Or the Employee? 


Faster Pages with FTP 


I agree with John C. Dvorak in his July 
column that the Web is getting more 
graphical and clogged (“Pipe Dreams,” 
page 49). It often takes several minutes to 
get just one Web page loaded. I think 
using FTP services is a better alternative. 
You can access your files without waiting 
for complicated pages to load. 

Christian McArthur 
via the Internet 

Who Owns E-mail? 


However, only if it’s demonstrated that 
an employee is breaching ethics, com¬ 
mitting crimes, or abusing trust do I 
think it’s acceptable to investigate by 
reading someone’s e-mail. As an 


In response to the question you asked at 
the end of your July Mail section (page 
26)—“Should companies be allowed to 
read employees’ e-mail?”—my answer is 
yes, absolutely. The e-mail system is a com¬ 
pany asset just like a fax machine, copier, 
and other business equipment. Permission 
to use these devices is always an employee 
privilege that is granted by the employer. 

Robert Sullivan 
via CompuServe 


The Employer? 


At the heart of the debate about whether 
or not employers should be allowed to 
read employees’ e-mail is the amount of 
trust a company is willing to put in its 
employees’ maturity and professional¬ 
ism. If a company pays for equipment or 
software, then it has the right and 
responsibility to manage its investment. 


“Should I be 
charging more?” 

That’s only one of the things you know with QuickBooks® Pro™ the revolutionary 
new software that perfectly integrates time tracking, estimating, job costing, 
invoicing and payroll with the #1 selling accounting software, QuickBooks. 

When you track time spent on projects using QuickBooks Pro, you’ll have instant 
access to how much time you and your employees spend on each job — so you’ll 
always be sure you’re billing and bidding enough to cover all your costs! There’s 
never been a faster, easier way to track your entire business. 

Try it for only $8! 

Pay only shipping & handling 
now to try QuickBooks Pro. 

If you decide to keep using it 
after 30 days, pay just 1189.95. 

Credit card orders only. Sales 
tax applicable. 

1-800-781-6999 

Ext. 702 634 




Use QuickBooks Pro to record time 
on each project. Time information 
automatically flows to easy-to-edit 
invoices, payroll and profitability 


From the makers of Quicken ” 


employer, I don’t approve of the elec¬ 
tronic equivalent of random, unan¬ 
nounced drug testing. 

Mark A. Goduto 
via America Online 


At the end of your July Mail section you 
asked whether companies should be 
allowed to read employees’ e-mail (page 
26). I definitely don’t think so. Employ¬ 
ees should be entitled to the same privacy 
for their e-mail as they would receive for 
a letter they send through the U.S. Postal 
Service. Companies and owners don’t 
read sealed envelopes—at least I hope 
they don’t—and e-mail messages should 
be no different. 

David Rientjes 
via the Internet 


With QuickBooks Pro, You Know. 
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■Wlull Hackers for Hire • Find the Free Stuff • Turning On 


Expert Opinion 

Your July feature “Instant Windows 95 
Expert” (page 138) wasn’t what I 
expected. I had anticipated expert tips for 

Steve Gore 
via the Internet 

THE INSTANT WINDOWS EXPERT 

series was a Cliffs Notes for Windows 
95—quick, skimmable, and of value 
for users at every level of experience. 
But don’t worry, we’ve got exactly the 
sort of expert tips you’re looking for in 
our 5th Annual Windows Superguide. 
It starts on page 120 of this issue. 

Hacking for Dollars 

In your July "Radar” (Pulse, page 31) you 
mention that some companies are paying 
people to try to break into their Internet 
and network security systems. I find this 
interesting. Do you have the names of 
those companies? 

Bill Chaison 
via the Internet 

THE MOST RECENT company to 
advertise a contest like this was 
Network Engineering Technologies 
in San Jose, California. It offered 
$10,000 to anyone who could 
penetrate the company’s firewall. 
According to the company, there 
were over 54,000 unsuccessful 
server break-in attempts. Check out 
the contest rules and results at 
www.thefirewall.com. 

OnNow Is Nothing New 

In your July story on the Universal Serial 
Bus (“All Aboard the Bus,” Pulse, page 
30) you mention the new OnNow tech¬ 
nology, a software initiative that brings 
your computer to life in 3 to 5 seconds. I 
know IBM isn’t tops in the PC market, 
but my lowly 486 IBM Aptiva is over a 
year old and has a feature called Rapid 
Resume that does the same thing. 

Brian Swick 
via the Internet 

THE ONNOW INITIATIVE is similar to 
IBM’s Rapid Resume. The only 
problem with previous incarnations 
of this idea (laptop makers have 

WWW.PCCOMPUTING.COM 31 


been doing it for years) is 
that every PC company does it 
differently. The OnNow technology 
marks the first effort to standardize 
this feature. 


I recently visited your Web site, but I 
couldn’t figure out how to access the 1,001 
free downloads you listed in your July fea¬ 
ture (“Amazing Free Stuff,” page 100). 
Where can I find those downloads? 

Frank G. Fox 
via the Internet 

IF YOU VISITED OUR SITE in early 
June and were using an older 
browser that doesn’t support 
frames, you probably couldn’t see 
the downloads. Since then we 
reposted all 1,001 of them and 
created three new versions of our 
Web site. The content of the three 
versions is identical, and at least 
one of them should be viewable 
with your browser. If you didn’t 


get your free stuff the first time, 
go back to www.pccomputing.com 
and enjoy. 


Please help me settle an ongoing debate 
at my workplace: Is there any signifi¬ 
cant reason to leave personal computers 
and peripherals running continuously? 
Or is it better to turn them off at night? 
My coworkers and I have been unable 
to get a definite answer from anyone. 

Michael Legere 
via the Internet 

NEITHER OPTION really has a 
downside. Turning your system 
on and off frequently can shorten 
the life of your hard drive, but 
not significantly. Meanwhile, the 
monitor is the most energy-hungry 
part of any PC, so turning 
it off—even if you leave the CPU 
on—is a smart way to save on 
electricity costs and extend the 
life of your monitor. 


“Why did that project 
go so far over budget?’ 


That’s only one of the things you know with QuickBooks® ProJ the completely 
new, easy-to-use software that perfectly integrates time tracking, estimating, job 
costing, invoicing and payroll with the #1 selling accounting software, QuickBooks. 


Use QuickBooks Pro to track job costs and bid smarter. If you go over budget, you’ll 
know exacdy where, so you can avoid it next time. With over 75 reports, you’ll see 
the details on anyjob instantly. Just double click to see the numbers behind the 
numbers—right down to the actual timesheet, PO, or check register. It’s all there 
with QuickBooks Pro. 


Try it for only $8! 

Pay only shipping & handling 
now to try QuickBooks Pro. 

If you decide to keep using it 
after 30 days, pay just $189.95. 
Credit card orders only. Sales 
tax applicable. 

1-800-781-6999 

Ext 702 635 




Create professional estimates fast. 
When you ’re ready to bill, click a 
button and the estimate becomes an 
easy-to-edit invoice. Easily compare 
estimates to actual expenses. 


With QuickBooks Pro, You Know. 


From the makers of Quicken ® 
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Flip the Switch 


1,001 Free Downloads 


























10,000 
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words per 
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1. In as quick as two seconds, it scans 
anything: photos, text, business cards. 

2. Its Xerox TextB ri d g e™ OC R softwa re 
saves you the hassle of retyping. 

3. It lets you file scanned documents 
into folders, so you can easily find 
them later. 

4. Its CardScan SE™software stores 
business cards, so you never forget 

5 . It turns your printer into a copier, and 
your PC into a fax machine. 

6. It comes with Netscape Navigator™ 

—free! And you can use it to send 
paper over the Internet. 

7. Its unique FormTyper™ software makes 
filling out forms a breeze. 

8. It turns paper mail into e-mail. 

9. It also connects to more than a hundred 
popular applications. 

10. |t pan change the shape of your office. 
So what are you waiting for? 


* | 

Feed in a document. 
PaperPort automatically takes 
it in. Voild. It's 


JpSoyou^out^. 
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□ Payment enclosed. □ Bill me. 
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The Truth About Cable Modems • Zipping NT 


Life’s Too Short to Wait 

When reading y 
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browser appears. When you want 
to use PCN again, you have to 
maximize the PCN window. It’s 
beta version 
here’s still room 


For the Record 



you published a let- 
lamenting that Win- 
■ support the parallel 


ie Iomega Zip drive 


T?” Mail, page 29). 
Iriver for some time 


parallel port version 


tder Windows NT. I 

o 

i Iomega’s Web site, 

c? 

and it’s been work- 

C/3 

Gabe Nell 

c/3 

via the Internet 

o 

@ 

tY for you to 
to download 


FTP site (http:// 
'support/ftp.html). 


The free version of SoftQuad HotMetal 
listed in our August “200 Killer Web 
Tools” table (page 138) doesn’t offer file 
importing and an HTML tutorial. Hot- 
Metal Pro 2.0 includes those features 
and is available from SoftQuad (416- 
239-4801) for $195. 

In our July “Free Stuff!” section 
(page 314), we incorrectly named the 
creator of the shareware game Super 
Pong 95. This game was created by 
Action Software. Atari does not pro¬ 
duce, market, or license the game, 
which might infringe on several trade¬ 
marks, patents, and copyrights owned 
by Atari. 

What do you e-shop for on the 
Web? Send your thoughts about 
this and other subjects to Mail, 

PC Computing, 50 Beale St., 13th Floor, 
San Francisco, CA 94105; Internet, 
72241.1724@compuserve.com; or 
CompuServe, 72241,1724. Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 
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PCN doesn’t seamlessly integrate with 
other browsers. But when I installed the 
software it asked me the location of my 
Internet browser, complete with a 
browse button. 

Michael Ryan 
via the Internet 

THE EARLY BETA VERSION of PCN 

that we tested didn’t ask for our 
browser’s location. Instead 
it forced us to use the PCN 
browser. The current release, 
however, asks for a browser 
location, but the integration isn’t 
smooth. To surf the Web, you 
minimize the PCN window and your 


„ tie of the things you know with QuickBooks* Proj an entirely new 

b ire that perfectly integrates time tracking, estimating, j ob costing, 

1 ^- 1 * payroll with the #1 selling accounting software, QuickBooks. 

looks Pro it’s easy to know how much money you’re making on 
M* th the click of a button you can see your revenue and expenses, includ- 

materials. Over 75 more reports instantly show you what’s going on in 
your business, so you’ll never have to hunt for time sheets, old receipts, estimates or 
invoices again. All your important information is in one place — QuickBooks Pro. 
Try it for only $8! 

Pay only shipping & handling 
now to try QuickBooks Pro. 

If you decide to keep using it 
after 30 days, pay just $189.95. 

Credit card orders only. Sales 
tax applicable. 


1-800-781-6999 




The QuickBooks ProJob Profitability 
report shows you exactly how much 
you made on every job. Double click 
on any number to see the details. 


‘Did I really make 
money on that job? 


With QuickBooks Pro, You Know. 

From the makers of Quicken ® 








































II 

II 

ll 

II 

^1 

SI 


I 

I 

I 

1 

I 

I 

f 

I 

i 

i 



Feed in c document. 
PaperPort automatically takes 
it in. •’ifoild. It's scanned. 


at 


Bit copy, print, e-mail, fax, 
file, or tweak the material 
Ml? as necessary. 
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IV Id 11 The Truth About Cable Modems • Zipping NT 


Life’s Too Short to Wait 

When reading your June feature “Inter¬ 
net at Warp Speed,” I was disappointed 
with the review on cable modems (page 
133). It gave me the impression that 
cable modems will be faster than any¬ 
thing else with today’s phone lines. It 
also implied that Tl lines are the ulti¬ 
mate lines available now. This is untrue. 
In my experience, the phone company is 
willing to lease you a T3 phone line that 
handles data at a rate of approximately 
45Mbps—significantly faster than the 
promised speed of cable modems, and 
with the additional advantage of cur¬ 
rently being available. After all, life’s 
too short to wait, right? 

John Steinbock 
via CompuServe 

COMPARING THE BANDWIDTHS 

of cable TV lines and leased T3 
phone lines misses the point. Cable 
TV lines are already installed in 
more than 60 percent of American 
homes and can easily be installed in 
most small businesses. Tl or T3 
phone lines are typically limited to 
large corporations, by cost if not 
geography. Yes, Tl and T3 
are available, but they’re hardly 
conduits for the masses. 

A Point About PointCast 

PC Computing is a great magazine and 
I especially enjoy the online version. I 
have a problem, however, with your 
review of PointCast Network (PCN) in 
the July issue (“Free News to Your 
Desktop,” page 85). You write that 
PCN doesn’t seamlessly integrate with 
other browsers. But when I installed the 
software it asked me the location of my 
Internet browser, complete with a 
browse button. 

Michael Ryan 
via the Internet 

THE EARLY BETA VERSION of PCN 

that we tested didn’t ask for our 
browser's location. Instead 
it forced us to use the PCN 
browser. The current release, 
however, asks for a browser 
location, but the integration isn't 
smooth. To surf the Web, you 
minimize the PCN window and your 
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browser appears. When you want 
to use PCN again, you have to 
maximize the PCN window. It’s 
better than the beta version 
we tested, but there’s still room 
for improvement. 

Add Zip to NT 

In your June issue you published a let¬ 
ter from a reader lamenting that Win¬ 
dows NT didn’t support the parallel 
port version of the Iomega Zip drive 
(“No Zip with NT?” Mail, page 29). 
I’ve been using a driver for some time 
that lets me use the parallel port version 
of the Zip drive under Windows NT. I 
found the drive on Iomega’s Web site, 
www.iomega.com, and it’s been work¬ 
ing great for me. 

Gabe Nell 
via the Internet 

THE EASIEST WAY for you to 

get this driver is to download 
it from Iomega's FTP site (http:// 
206.65.85.218/support/ftp. html). 


For the Record 

The free version of SoftQuad HotMetal 
listed in our August “200 Killer Web 
Tools” table (page 138) doesn’t offer file 
importing and an HTML tutorial. Hot- 
Metal Pro 2.0 includes those features 
and is available from SoftQuad (416- 
239-4801) for $195. 

In our July "Free Stuff!” section 
(page 314), we incorrectly named the 
creator of the shareware game Super 
Pong 95. This game was created by 
Action Software. Atari does not pro¬ 
duce, market, or license the game, 
which might infringe on several trade¬ 
marks, patents, and copyrights owned 
by Atari. 


What do you e-shop for on the 
Web? Send your thoughts about 
this and other subjects to Mail, 

PC Computing, 50 Beale St., 13th Floor, 
San Francisco, CA 94105; Internet, 
72241.1724@compuserve.com; or 
CompuServe, 72241,1724. Letters may 
be edited for length and clarity. 


“Did I really make 
any money on that job?” 

That’s only one of the things you know with QuickBooks' Pro) an entirely new 
kind of software that perfectly integrates time tracking, estimating, job costing, 
invoicing and payroll with the #1 selling accounting software, QuickBooks. 

With QuickBooks Pro it’s easy to know how much money you’re making on 
every job. With the click of a button you can see your revenue and expenses, includ¬ 
ing labor and materials. Over 75 more reports instantly show you what’s going on in 
your business, so you’ll never have to hunt for time sheets, old receipts, estimates or 
invoices again. All your important information is in one place — QuickBooks Pro. 
Try it for only $8! 

Pay only shipping & handling 
now to try QuickBooks Pro. 

If you decide to keep using it 
after 30 days, pay just $189.95. . j 
Credit card orders only, Sales 
tax applicable. 

1-800-781-6999 

Ext. 702 636 
To order 24 hours a day 

Expires 11/30/96 


With QuickBooks Pro, You Know. 

_ From the makers of Quicken 9 _ 




The QuickBooks ProJob Profitability 
report shows you exactly how much 
you made on every job. Double click 
on any number to see the details. 

























The Sony Trinitron 


Multiscan display. 


What are 


you 


looking at? 










SONY 



It’s not an illusion. Unmatched 
clarity and proven reliability 
make Sony Trinitron® Multiscan® 
displays distinctly separate 
from the rest. These vertically 
flat displays present a viewable 
area with precise focus from 
edge to edge, comer to comer." 
By design, the entire screen 
is brighter and sharper with 
less reflected light. 

And they’re not just easier 
on your eyes. All Sony comput¬ 
er displays are fully compatible 
with Windows® 95 and MacOS!" 
And all sfll and sell models 
have digital on-screen controls 
for easy, exact adjustments. 

No other computer display 
in the world compares to an 
original Sony Trinitron dis¬ 
play. For more information 
call 1-800-352-7669 ext. 124 or 
visit us at http://www.sel.sony. 
com/SEL/ccpg 
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Teamwork: The number of 
Internet groupware users 
is expected to surpass that 
of Lotus Notes clients by 
the year 2000. 


Web Site Expenses 



Cost of Doing Business: 

Small surprise that many 
businesses have stale 
Web sites. The average 
cost peryearto maintain 
a corporate Web site is 
$109,000, mainly due to 
server and support costs. 





Please Hold: Unless 
pending legislation to 
restrict Internet phones 
passes, nearly 16 million 
people will place phone 
calls over the Web by the 
end of the decade. 



$500 WEB PCs 


The Internet 
Conies Home 


A computer on every desk and 
in every home—it’s a mantra 
that technology masterminds 
have chanted for over a decade. 
But for the last few years an 
average, fully stocked com¬ 
puter has cost about $2,000— 
a price that’s kept it from 
becoming a common house¬ 
hold item. Enter the $500 
computer: a small, Internet- 
ready box that’s cheap enough 
for most budgets. After being 
hyped for years it’s finally 
here—priced as promised— 
and with enough muscle to do 
more than just surf the Web. 

Called networked comput¬ 
ers, these bargain machines 
have a simple premise: You 
get a box with a processor, 
some RAM, a few megabytes 
of storage, and a killer connec¬ 
tion to the Internet or your 
office server. Instead of load¬ 
ing files and applications off 
your hard drive, the box reads 
them from a remote server. 

Networked computers are 
available in several versions, 
from scaled-down desktops to 


Internet for Everyone: The car, the television, and the 
$500 Internet PC-at these prices, networked computers 
may soon become a household staple. 


add-ons that turn your TV 
into a Net cruiser. One such 
device, developed by View- 
Call America, is a $299 Web- 
only machine with no storage 
system at all. It plugs into 
your entertainment center, 
letting you surf the Net from 
your couch via the included 
remote control. 

Sun Microsystems, too, has 
announced it may release 


machines with no storage sys¬ 
tem. Instead the units would 
download their operating 
systems when they’re switched 
on—which could mean a five 
to ten minute start-up time, 
depending on your connec¬ 
tion speed. Most of the pro¬ 
grams for these devices would 
be downloadable Java apps 
that run in RAM, which 
means that it may be impossible 


Best Bets and Bargains 


UPDATES 


MORE GREEN 

The Canon BJC-4100 
bubble-jet printer 
cranks out color pages 
at 720 by 360 dpi, has 
plenty of creative 
software, and costs 
$299. Contact Canon 
at (800) 423-2366. 


SOUNDS GOOD 

The Sound Force 800 
overhauls your PC’s 
sound system with a 
satellite speaker and 
subwoofer combo for 
$189. Contact 
QuickShot at 
(408) 263-4163. 

Reader Service No. 602 


STEADY FLOW 

Don't leave your 
system open to a 
power surge or spike— 
control the power flow 
with Newpoint’s $40 
Switcher 2000 Plus. 
Contact Newpoint at 
(800) 639-7646. 

Reader Service No. 60j 


MASS MAILING 

Arial’s $199 E-Mail 
Merge Pro helps you 
customize mass 
e-mailings by creating 
personal messages for 
each e-mail. Contact 
Arial Marketing at 
(503) 690-7413. 

Reader Service No. 604 
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One-Stop Web Servers 


CD-ROM Drives 

The speed of CD-ROM drives keeps 
increasing, making last year's models 
very affordable. Here are the least 
expensive internal quad-speed CD- 
ROM drives we could find as of July 1. 


to use more than one applica¬ 
tion at a time. 

Some networked comput¬ 
ers have enough number¬ 
crunching power for the office. 
A handful of machines are 
coming out that have their 
own processor and some stor¬ 
age, but run most applications 
from the office server. 

A good example is the $750 
@workStation from HDS Net¬ 
work Systems. The machine 
looks like an 11-inch-square 
pizza box and has a RISC 
processor, a smattering of 
memory, a PC Card (used pri¬ 
marily to store its Web 
browser’s cache file), and 
HDS’s own stripped-down 
network operating system. It’s 
equipped to work with most 
popular network operating 
systems and virtually all major 
Internet standards, including 
HTML and 128-bit encryption 
security, so you can run Win¬ 
dows, Unix, Java, and other 
operating systems and applica¬ 
tions from the server. 

One drawback to a setup 
like this? Speed. Since every¬ 
one’s apps are running off the 
same server, performance can 
nose-dive when just a handful 
of users work at the same 
time. If your office uses per¬ 
formance-intensive apps, you 
might spend more money on 
an awesome server setup than 
you would by outfitting 
everyone with their own fully 
packed PC. 

A networked computer may 
not be your dream PC, but it 
may eventually be your 
employer’s. Once you factor in 
training, support, and software 
upgrades it costs most compa¬ 
nies $5,000 to $8,000 a year to 
keep a full-featured PC on your 
desk. Networked computers 
could cut these costs by as 
much as $1,500 a year. MH 


Complete Web Toolkit 

If you’re shopping around for a Web server, 
consider the networkMCI WebMaker, an 

all-in-one hardware and software solution for 
Internet access. WebMaker includes a 200MHz 
Pentium Pro server and Intel’s management, 
monitoring, and diagnostic software; Microsoft 
Windows NT; and various Internet servers and 
Web-authoring tools from Netscape 
Communications, rs 

networkMCI WebMaker/MCI / C800J 503-7771 / less than $10,000 depending 
on configuration / Reader Service No. 6of 


Product _ Price 

Newcom 4X IDE $50 

(800) 876-4726 

Hitachi 4X IDE $69 

Insight Direct 
(800) 848-9441 

Mitsumi FX400 $69 

MicroWarehouse 

(800)367-7080 

JDR CDROMI-4 $70 

JDR Microdevices 
(800) 338-3000 

Chinon CDS-5451 $76 


Computer Discount Warehouse 
(800)400-4239 


Reader Service Numbers: 

Misco, 6o6; Insight Direct, 607; 
MicroWarehouse, 608; 

JDR Microdevices, 609; Computer 
Discount Warehouse, 610. 


RADAR: Secret Agents, Web Con Artists 

What’s on the scope? If a blip is near or moving toward the middle of the 
radar screen, check it out. If it’s moving off the screen, steer clear for now. 


^ Closing In 
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Eye-opening Animation, Digital Cameras 


Better Ilian Java 

If you wish you could build eye-catching multimedia animations, but 
don’t have the patience for a powerful program like Macromedia 
Director, check out Corel Click & Create. It offers almost as much 
multimedia muscle as Director, but it doesn’t require scripting. 
Import elements like animation, movies, and graphics and link 
them in the graphical spreadsheetlike storyboard. When you’re 
finished, save your creations as files that any PC can run. jl 

Click & Create / Corel Corp. / $499 est. street price / [800] 455-3169 / Reader Service No. 614 



Finally, there's a UPS that 
belongs on TOP of your desk and 
not by your feet. 

MINUTEAAAN's new Pro Series 
packs a host of new features and 
unprecedented power protection 
in a tiny, ergonomic pockoge, plus 
on unmatched three year-warranty. 

Good looks may go a long way 
for some desktop products, but the 
Pro Series has so much more to 
offer PCs, servers, networks, and 


• Full protection From spikes and surges Minutemon is the first company to 


• Battery backup during blackouts 

• FAX/modem/data line protection 

• Available with power management 
software (280 VA and above) 

• Hot-swappable batteries 



MINUTEAAAN's New Pro Series, and see 
why we say ils the first UPS to reach 
the desktop. 


• SNMP-ready (280 VA and above) 

• Models range from 200 VA to 
1400 VA 


800 - 238-7272 

www.minuteman-ups.com 


MINUTEMAN UPS • 1455 LeMay Drive • Carrollton, TX 75007 • 

Phone: (214) 446-7363 • Fax: (214) 446-9011 • 24 Hour Info by Fax (800) 263-3933 

Circle 280 on reader service card. 



Smile for the Computer 

Why waste time and money on film? The 
second wave of digital cameras is here with 
enhancements like PC Card storage and 
better resolution. 

DC20 Kodak Digital Science’s compact, 
$350 DC20 offers 24-bit color and 1MB of 
storage (enough to hold 16 photos). It’s a 
simple point-and-shoot model that comes 
with lots of software, including Kai’s 
Power Goo, a new image-manipulation 
package from MetaTools. 

PDC-2000 A step up in image quality, 
the Polaroid PDC-2000 (shown above) 
offers an impressive 1,600-by-l,200-pixel 
resolution. There are three models, each 
with different storage capacities. The high- 
end model tops out at 60MB. All three 
include a feature that records images with 
a time and date stamp. The catch? Prices 
range from $2,295 to $4,495 depending on 
the storage capacity and other options. 

PowerShot 600 Canon’s new low- 
cost PowerShot 600 has plenty of power 
under its retro steel shell. The camera’s PC 
Card slot holds removable storage cards 
that accommodate up to 170MB, or hun¬ 
dreds of shots. The camera also has built-in 
voice annotation and a maximum resolu¬ 
tion of 832 by 608 pixels. JL 

DC20 / Kodak Digital Science / $350 est street price / 
[800] 235-6325 /Reader Service No. 6n 
PDC-2000 / Polaroid Corp. / $2,295 to $4,495 est. street 
price / [800] 816-2611 / Reader Service No. 612 
PowerShot 600 / Canon / $949 est. street price / 

[800] 848-4123 / Reader Service No. 613 

Contributors to Pulse: Mike Hogan, 
Naomi Graychase, Liesl LaGrange 
Noble, and Rich Schwerin. 

Edited by JACK LYON. 

38 SEPTEMBER 1996 












The world’s best color ink jet printer. 
Right here in black and white. 


Cyan. 


And 


Yellow. 



THE EPSON STYLUS PRO. 
What makes it the world's 
best? True 720 x 720 dpi 
and Microdot technology for 
dazzling Photo Quality color 
printing on any media. A 
clean, consistent printed dot. 
And exclusive features like 
optional internal Ethernet and 
Adobe' PostScript' Level 2 with 
STYLUS PRO 
Cross-platform compatibility with 
PC, Macintosh and UNIX. 

720 x 720 dpi on plain paper. 
Network connectivity with 
Ethernet & LocalTalk. 

Pantone' Calibrated" approved 



Laser Qualii 


Black text that's 
perfect because 
our dots don't 
splatter. See? 

"■•^ear 


colors. For about $ 459 . So 


now it's easy for all your doc 


Photo Quality 

uments to De seen in tneir 

With Microdot technology 

best light. Not to mention color. 

and 720 x 720 dpi your 
documents won't just be 

CALL 1 800 GO EPSON 


smart, they'll be brilliant. 


ASK FOR OPERATOR 3064 


YOU’VE GOT TO SEE IT IN 


color: 


n Stylus Pro the highest rating in its class. Street price 
Inc. Adobe and PostScript are registered trademarks 


































THERE'S A PLACE WHERE WALLS BETWEEN 

OFFICES ARE REPLACED 

BYWORDS. 

'here questions never go unanswered, 

f/ 1/ Where the people you need to find can always be found. 

Where information forever eludes the bottleneck. 
And misunderstanding has taken a leave of absence. 

IT'S A PLACE CALLED THE INTRANET. 

And you can take your business there on a Macintosh. 


AsVR and resident visionary for QUALCOMM-one of the brightest stars in digital wireless communications-Thm Lafleur: 
finding innovative ways to stay ahead of his companyls phenomenal growth with the help of the Worldwide Web and Apple’ s 
Macintosh-computers. In fact,Thm started QUALCOMMk Intranet by running one of their own products on a Mac - Eudora’ f- 
which has since become the most popular e-mail software for the Net. Way, people are using Macintosh to easily create 
web pages and share details of their projects with the rest of the organization. So engineers have instant insight into 
manufacturing problems, can pull up drawings and quickly resolve issues. Which has slashed the need for paper. Cut 
support costs. And sparked unprecedented collaboration. Not to mention knocking a few walls down along the way. j 




















START REPLACING WALLS 


WITH WORDS 



It’s time to remodel. And the Apple® Internet 
Server Solution is one of the fastest, easiest 


„ ways to transform your company. 


By dramatically improving 


|i communications. By unlocking 
i a hidden information. By knock- 
ffil ingdownafewwalls. 


With it, you can easily turn your network into an Intranet- an information ware¬ 
house where people can find answers to just about any question, and share results 
with just about anybody. 

Now, virtually any document-from internal phone books to requisition forms 
to invoices - can be converted to electronic form and quickly updated. g 
So people can more accurately and easily manage their work flow 
The Apple Internet Server Solution makes it easy for people to find 
newways to communicate. Easy to support Windows and UNIX! Easy to “ r 

grow. And, since security is built in, easy to prevent break-ins. sm* 

All the software that people need to set up, author and maintain 
their web page is included as well. Software available only for Macintosh! 

Like Adobe™ PageMill," which makes creating a web page as simple as creating a word 
processing page. No complex languages to learn. No editors or browsers to juggle. 

Tb find out more, visit us at the web address below And discover a whole new way 
to reengineer your business. 
















Editors’ Top Picks by Wendy Taylor 


A-List 


| Low-Cost 
Desktop PC 



Gateway P5-200CDR 


Windows at 200MHz? Once you’ve been 
there, there’s no turning back. This P5 
200 even includes a CD-R drive. 

Power that will rock you back on your 
heels. Feed it native 32-bit apps only. 

The performance you crave at a price 
that won’t make you flinch. 


Dell Dimension P133v Priced so low even your cheapest 


/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 

messages while you get down to work. 

The hottest NT Web box you can buy— 
with room for a second processor and 
acres of storage. 

This 133MHz 6x86 runs faster than 
many 166MHz Pentiums. Are you feeling 
the heat yet, Intel? 


Command central for any home office: 


Digital Prioris LX 590 


Compaq ProLiant 1500 


Toshiba Tecra 720CDT 


IBM ThinkPad 560 


Compaq Armada 4100 

IBM ThinkPad 760CD 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 

PUTING.COM 


department? This server is so well 
designed, it runs itself. 


A server so smart and efficient you’ll 
wonder how you ever managed 
without it. 


The follow-you-around office: 133MHz 
Pentium, removable six-speed CD-ROM 
drive, and 12.1-inch hi-res display. 


grand? We’ll take it. 

Strip it down and it’s an ultraportable 


and it’s a multimedia powerhouse. 


would be it. It packs more 
your average desktop PC. 


1 / 
/ 
/ 
/ 
/ 


$3,899, 200MHz July 1996, page 57 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, (888)888-2008 
2.5GB, 8X CD-ROM. Reader Service No, 618 

$4,407, 200MHz June 1996, page 70 

Pentium Pro, 32MB (800)362-7309 

RAM, 2GB hard drive. Reader Service No. 619 

$2,349, 166MHZ July 1996. page 

Pentium, 16MB RAM, (800)362-7309 
2.1GB, 8X CD-ROM. Reader Service No. 620 

$1,649, 133MHz Staytuned. 

Pentium, 16MB RAM, (800)695-5059 
1.6GB, 8X CD-ROM. Reader Service No. 621 

$2,428, 133MHZ May 1996. page83 

Pentium, 16MB RAM, tsooi345-1518 
1.2GB hard drive. Reader Service No. 622 

$5,165, 200MHZ June 1996, page 70 
Pentium Pro, 32MB (800)322-4772 
RAM, 2GB hard drive. 

$2,159, 133MHz June 1996, page 66 

6x86, 16MB RAM, (800)827-5836 
2.1GB hard drive. Reader Service No. 623 

$3,749, 90MHz ,Nov. 1995, page 138 

. Pentium, 32MB RAM, (sooi 345-1518 
r 2GB hard drive. Reader Service No. 624 

$2,300, 90MHz Dec. 1995, page 158 

^ Pentium, 32MB RAM, (800)344-4825 

* 4X CD-ROM drive. Reader Service No. 625 

$12,589, 166MHz Dec. 1995, page 158 
, Pentium, 128MB RAM, (800)345-1518 

* two 2.1GB SCSI-2 drives. Reader Service No. 626 

$20,200, two 133MHz March 1996, page 158 
. Pentium CPUs, 128MB, (800)322-4772 

* five 2.1GB SCSI drives. 

$6,299, 133MHZ June 1996, page 69 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, (800)457-7777 
1.13GB hard drive. Reader Service No. 627 

Starting at $2,699, July 1996, page 52 

120MHz Pentium, 8MB (800)426-7255 
RAM, 810MB hard drive. Reader Service No. 628 

$2,599, 133MHZ August 1996, page 146 
AMD 5x86, 8MB RAM, (800) 848-4123, ext. 904 
4X CD-ROM drive. Reader Service No. 629 

$4,999, 120MHZ August 1996, page 69 
Pentium, 16MB RAM, (800)345-1518 
1.08GB hard drive. Reader Service No. 630 

$6,899, 120MHz March 1996. page 183 
Pentium, removable <800) 426-7255 
4X CD-ROM drive. Reader Service No. 631 













Peripher 


A-List 


Continued on page 46 



High-Resolution 
20- or 21-Inch 
Monitor 


Canon BJC-4100 


Sony Multiscan 20sfll 


in its class. Plus, who needs cables? 
Beam jobs to the infrared port instead. 

Get crisp vibrant hues for just pennies 
per page. At these prices, everyone car 
afford color. 

Near-laser-quality color output 
for a tenth of the price. 

Slip it in your briefcase, then wow 
clients when you produce color 
pages on the spot. 

Even 50-page print jobs fly out faster 


Lightning-fast color laser output 
for just 17 cents per page. 


Churns out brilliant color pages more 
speedily than you can produce them. 


Think big. This 20-inch bargain gives 
you enough room to view six windows 


Why settle? See what you’ve been 
missing in Windows with this 17-inch 


Ultrafast window RAM and 3-D 
acceleration make this the graphics 
card to covet. 

The easiest, most affordable way to 
put a gigabyte in your pocket. If you 
see one, buy it. 


Mega Drive Systems 
MR5 RAID Disk Array 


Visioneer PaperPort Vx 


U.S. Robotics Courier 
1-Modem 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE, 


for the price of a single-disc drive. 

Imagine the possibilities: Put your hard 
drive on a disc or mix your own 
audio CDs. 

Don’t let a dead hard drive take your 
business down with it. This is bulletproo 
backup and storage for your network. 

The quickest way to tame your paper 
in-box. It moves paper off your desk 
and onto your hard drive in seconds. 

Makes games so real you’ll duck when 
bullets sing past your head. Oh yeah, 
it’s great for business multimedia, too. 

A bridge to the future—get a 28.8Kbps 


The Stats* 


er $1,099, 6 ppm, 600 

Dec. 1995, page 158 

. dpi, PCL 5 (PostScript 

(800)752-0900 

/ optional), infrared port. 


$229, 720-by-360- 

Feb. 1996, page 140 

1 y dpi black, 360-dpi 

(800)848-4123 

/ color. 

Reader Service No. 632 

$499, 600 dpi, 

Feb. 1996, page 140 

. 7-ppm black, 

(800)752-0900 

/ 3-ppm color. 


$299, 360-dpi thermal 

Feb. 1995, page 64 

. transfer, 1.5 pounds. 

(310)453-0614 

/ 

Reader Service No. 633 

$3,899, 24 ppm, 

Jan. 1996, page 89 

600 dpi, PCL 5e, 

(800) 533-1333, ext. 1615 

/ PostScript Level 2. 


$6,150, 12-ppm 

April 1996, page 115 

. black, 3-ppm color. 

(800) 891-0399 

/ 

Reader Service No. 634 

$1,999, 9-ppm black, 

Nov. 1995, page 172 

, 4-ppm color. 

(800) 533-1333, ext. 1615 

$1,799, 20-inch, 

June 1996, page 156 

. 1,280 by 1,024 pixels 

(800)352-7669, ext. 119' 

J at 75Hz, Plug and Play. 

Reader Service No. 635 

$779,1,280 by 

August 1996, page 155 

. 1,024 pixels at 80Hz. 

(800)933-4110 

/ 

Reader Service No. 636 

$399, 4MB WRAM, 

April 1996, page 149 

1,280 by 1,024 pixels 

(800)583-4353 

J at 76Hz ; PCI interface. 

Reader Service No. 637 

$499 (internal), 

April 1996, page 53 

$599 (external), 

(800) 697-8833 

j SCSI-2 and EIDE. 

Reader Service No. 638 

$349, SCSI interface, 

Dec. 1995, page 158 

: , seven-disc changer. 

(800)632-4636 

/ 

Reader Service No. 639 

$599 (internal), 

July 1996, page 300 

. $699 (external). 

(800)959-7001 

/ 

Reader Service No. 640 

$12,345, 5GB 

Nov. 1995, page 186 

of RAID array. 

(800) 404-6342 

/ * 

Reader Service No. 641 

$299, 400 dpi, 

This issue, page 324 - 

, document management 

(800) 787-7007, ext. 107 

/ software. 

Reader Service No. 642 

$250, 32-voice 

Jan. 1996, page 173 

. polyphony, 16-bit 

(800) 998-5227 

/ DSP. 

Reader Service No. 643 

$500, ISDN and V.34 

June 1996, page 118 

. (28.8Kbps). 

(800) 342-5877 

/ 

Reader Service No. 644 
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TO ANYONE ELSE THIS IS 
A FINISH LINE. TO US 
IT'S A STARTING BLOCK. 



Lotus 

Working Together" 



Introducing cc:Mail R6. 

Ten million users strong 
and we still weren't 
satisfied- In the e-mail 
category Lotus® cc:Mail™ 
received PC World's mb 
World Class Award and 
LAN Magazine's Product 
of the Year among 
others- But we wanted to 
make it better- So we 
did- Introducing Lotus 
cc:Mail Release b, 
featuring: the new 24x7 
Post Office which allows 
users to get their 
e-mail anytime, any day; 
enhanced cc:Mail Message 
Store for increased 
messaging performance 
and decreased disk 
space; plus, integrated 
Lotus Organizer 2-1® 
allowing calendaring and 
scheduling to be quick 
and efficient for each 
individual in the group- 
Along with other 
features like integrated 
Lotus Forms® and 
LotusScript^ all these 
improvements make 
cc:Mail Rb the new 
number one choice in 
e-mail. Lotus cc:Mail 
Release b, the best 
just got better- For 
more information on 
cc:Mail Release b 
call 1-AD0-A72-33A7, 
ext. Cllb* Or explore 
Lotus on the World Wide 
Web at www•lotus•com- 
Circle 170 on reader service card. 


*In Canada call 1-800-GO-LOTUS. ©1996 Lotus Development Corporation, 55 Cambridge Parkway, Cambridge, MA 02142. Lotus, Working Together, Organizer, Forms and LotusScript 
are registered trademarks and cc:Mail is a trademark of Lotus Development Corporation. All company names are registered trademarks of their respective companies. 
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Top Pick The Buzz 


Software Suite 


Word Processor 


Spreadsheet 


Database 


Microsoft Office 
for Windows 95 


Microsoft Word 
for Windows 95 


Microsoft Excel 
for Windows 95 


Microsoft Access 
for Windows 95 


If you buy only one software title, 
this should be it. For Web publishing, 
download the new Internet Assistants. 

The de facto standard for businesses 
everywhere. For smart version control, 
check out Lotus’s Word Pro. 


It’s a one-horse race, folks, and guess 
who’s winning? 

Finally! You don’t have to know a line of 
code to put this database to work. Plus, 
check out the new Internet Assistants. 


Microsoft PowerPoint 
for Windows 95 




Microsoft Publisher 
for Windows 95 


Create terrific-looking pages without 
even trying. Now where’s our Web 


/ 

/ 

/ 

/ 



QuarkXPress 3.32 
for Windows 


Produces pages as slick as the ones in 
your hands. Stay tuned for an upgrade to 
PageMaker with Web smarts this fall. 



The all-in-one graphics toolkit for 
Windows 95: Draw, edit, and design 
your own masterpieces. 

A digital darkroom for your PC. For a 
performance boost, check out the nev 
Windows 95/NT upgrade. 


The Stats* 


$499 (Standard 
Edition), 28MB to 
89MB hard disk space. 

$339, Windows 95 
or Windows NT 3.51, 
8MB RAM. 

$339, Windows 95 
or Windows NT 3.51, 
8MB RAM. 

$339, Windows 95 or 
or Windows NT 3.51, 
12MB RAM. 

$339, Windows 95 or 
Windows NT, 14MB to 
35MB hard disk space. 

$80, 386 CPU, 

8MB RAM, 6MB hard 
disk space. 

$570, 386 CPU, 

4MB RAM, 6MB 
hard disk space. 

$525, Windows 95, 
486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 


$549, 486 CPU, 
10MB RAM, 20MB 
hard disk space. 


w 

I 

1 

Personal 

Finance 

Manager 

Business 

Accounting 

Online Stock 
Manager 

Tools and Utilities 

OCR Software 

Antivirus 

Software 

Fax- 

Communications 

Software 

System Utility 

Compression 

Utility 


Intuit Quicken Deluxe 5 
for Windows 


Intuit QuickBooks Pro 4.0 


E’Trade Group 
E’Trade 


Caere OmniPage Pro 7.0 


Touchstone Software 
PC-cillin 95 


Symantec Delrina 
CommSuite 95 


Symantec 
Norton Utilities 
for Windows 95 


NicoMakWinZip 6.1 


Meet your new e-teller: This is $60, 386 CPU, 

branch-office checking from your 4MB RAM, 7MB hard 

hard drive. J disk space. 

Fire your CPA! QuickBooks has $189, 486 CPU, 

everything you need to balance the books. 4MB RAM, 12MB 
/ hard disk space. 

Better than a broker: Place trades and $14.95 per trade for 
research stocks from your computer— . up to 5,000 shares. 
24 hours a day. 


One launchpad for all your online fixes. 
Sends e-mail and faxes, too. 


J 

/ 


hardware problems before they happen. 
Everyone should have a copy. 

Take back your hard drive and squeeze 
file transfers down to size with this 
rs compression utility. 


$499, Windows 95, 
8MB RAM, 15MB free 
hard disk space. 

$50, Windows 95, 
486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 


$99, 486 CPU, 

8MB RAM, 30MB 
free, hard disk space. 

$119, Windows 95 or 
Windows 3.1, 486 
CPU, 8MB RAM. 

$29, Windows 95 or 
Windows 3.1, 

486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 


More Info 


Sept. 1995, page 83 
(800)426-9400 
Reader Service No. 645 

May 1996, page 149 
(8Q0) 426-9400 
Reader Service No. 646 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800)426-9400 
Reader Service No. 647 

Jan. 1996, page 162 
(800)426-9400 
Reader Service No. 648 

March 1996, page 183 
(800) 426-9400 
Reader Service No. 649 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 426-9400 
Reader Service No. 650 

Dec. 1995, page 158 
(800) 788-7835 
Reader Service No. 651 

April 1996, page 101 
(800) 772-6735 
Reader Service No. 652 



Feb. 1996, page 159 
(800) 624-8742 
Reader Service No. 654 

July 1996, page 169 
(800)624-8742 
Reader Service No. 655 

August 1996, page 93 
(800) 786-2575 
Reader Service No. 656 

July 1996, page 78 
(800) 736-5735, ext. 40 
Reader Service No. 657 

This issue, page 198 
(800)932-5566 
Reader Service No. 658 

Nov. 1995, page 83 
(800) 441-7234 
Reader Service No. 659 

Dee. 1995, page 158 
(800) 441-7234 
Reader Service No. 660 

May 1996, page 134 
(800) 242-4775 
Reader Service No. 661 
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c® 
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e® 

C9 

t® 

Introducing RIO® Designer from Lucent 
Technologies. The preferred choice in graphics 
software for the World Wide Web, slide presen¬ 
tations or full color artwork. 

RIO Designer's sophisticated features 
include: Automatic shadowing from any direc¬ 
tion with foil user control. Eight separate light 
sources to achieve photo studio results. 
Independently controlled anti-aliasing for text, 
objects and images. And on-screen rendering 
at multiple resolutions giving you complete 
confidence to immediately send your files to 
output knowing that what you see is definitely 
what you're going to get back. 

No other software gives you this many 
features in one single package. So, whether 
your audience is 40 million or just one, get 
the right software for the job: RIO Designer. 


II 

e® 

Cl 

f® 


Cl 



Comparison! What Comparison? 



Suggested retail price 5249. 
Upgrades available 
from $95 


Free Limited Time Offer. 
Includes VR Workshop^-™, 

A Full 3-D Design Software From 
Media Synergy. A $60 Value. 





kjj> 

From the Inventors of 
PC-Based Graphic Software. 


Lucent Technologic 

Bell Labs Innovatic 

http://www.bell-lab 
1-800-892-8550 

We make thTthingsThat makT 

Circle 180 on reader service card. 
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Top Pick 

The Buzz 

The Stats’ 

More Info 

Netscape Navigator 3.0 

The best-known browser is also the 
most powerful. Download the latest 

$49, Windows 95 or 
Windows NT, 4MB 
f RAM, Internet access. 

August 1996, page 66 
(800) 638-7483 

Reader Service No; 662 

Progressive Networks 
RealAudio Player 2.0 

INhat’s the Web sound like? Find out 
with this free add-in. 

k 

Free, Windows 95 
k or Windows NT 3.51, 
f 8MB RAM. 

May 1996, page 59 
(800) 230-5975 

Reader Service No. 663 

InterGo Communications 
InterGo 

Why let the Feds censor the Net? Filter 
out the riffraff and get right to the best 
resources with this smart browser. 

$50, Windows 95 
k or Windows 3.1, 
f 4MB RAM. 

July 1996, page 250 
(214) 424-7882 

Reader Service No. 664 

Forte Free Agent 

Sort the gems from the junk, and 
keep your connect costs down with 
Forte’s free offline newsgroup reader. 

Free, Windows 95 
, or Windows 3.1, 
f Internet access. 

August 1996, page 318 
(619)431-6400 

Reader Service No. 665 

Microsoft 

PowerPoint Viewer 

Turns PowerPoint presentations into 
Java-like applets for publishing on the 
Web—for free. No programming needed. 

Free to registered 
. users of Microsoft 
f Office. 

July 1996, page 115 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 666 

Qualcomm 

Eudora Pro 3.0 

Are you crazy? Let just anyone 
read your e-mail? Keep it private with 
Eudora’s encryption. 

$59, Internet access. 

/ 

Nov. : 1995, page 200 
(800) 238-3672, ext. 86097 
Reader Service No. 667 

Digital Alta Vista 

If it’s out there, Alta Vista will find it. 

Free, Internet access. 

May 1996, page 68 
(800)336-7890 

Reader Service No. 668 




Quarterdeck 

WebCompass 

Personal Edition 

Find what you’re looking for faster; 
enter a query and WebCompass finds it, 
organizes it, and stores it for you. 

Free, Windows 95 or 
Windows 3.1, 486 CPU, 
f 8MB RAM. 

March 1996, page 106 
(800) 683-6696 

Reader Service No. 669 

Quarterdeck WebTalk 

Everything you need to make free 
phone calls on the Web—try it while 
it’s still legal. 

$50, Windows 95, 

486 CPU, 8MB RAM, 
f Internet access. 

May 1996, page 66 T 
(800) 683-6696 

Reader Service No. 670 

White Pine Enhanced 
CU-SeeMe 2.01 

For those times when e-mail is too 
impersonal: Turn your PC into a 
smart videophone. 

$69, Internet access, 

^ video camera required. 

August 1996, page 96 
(800)241-7463 

Reader Service No. 671 

PointCast Network 1.0 

Custom news feeds and stock quotes 
delivered right to your desktop. Serves 
up sports scores and horoscopes, too. 

Free, Internet access. 

f 

July 1996, page 85 
(800) 586-4733 

Reader Service No. 672 

America Online 

The most civilized of the big national 
online services. 

$9.95 per month for 

5 hours, $2.95 for 
f each additional hour. 

Jan. 1996, page 179 
(800) 827-6364 

Reader Service No 673 

NetCom On-Line 

You can find cheaper rates from local 
ISPs, but for fast, reliable service 
anywhere, NetCom is the ticket. 

$19.95 per month. 

Jait., 1996, page 179 
(800) 638-2661 

Reader Service No. 674 

Microsoft 

Frontpage 1.1 

The most usable, graphical Web page 
publisher you can buy. Watch for 

Adobe PageMill for Windows this fall. 

$149, Windows 95, 

^ 486 CPU, 8MB RAM. 

August 1996, page 112 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 675 

Anawave HotDog 
Professional 2.0 

The Web publisher to have when only 
brute-force HTML editing will do. Web 
publishing newbies need not apply. 

$50, Windows 95 
k or Windows 3.1, 

’ 4MB RAM. 

August 1996, page 131 
(800)771-6030 

Reader Service No 676 

Microsoft 

Internet Information 

Server 

The best way to put your NT box on the 
Net—and it’s free with NT Server. 

t 

Free with $699 
. NT Server (no clients), 

' 386 CPU, 16MB RAM. 

August 1996, page 131 
(800) 426-9400 

Reader Service No. 677 

Macromedia Shockwave 

•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 

for CD-ROMs and the Web. Converts 
existing Director files to Web code, too. 

Free with $850 
^ Macromedia Director 5. 

August 1996, page 131 
(800) 945-9360 

Reader Service No. 678 
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July 1990 ' 

The stakes are raised in* 
PC advertising. Gateway 
pioneers theme ads and 
easy-to-read bullet-point 
configurations with the 
“PC Saloon” ad. j 


April 1991 

Gateway starts shipping 
PCs in cow-spotted 
boxes. Cow-spot fever 
spreads across the nation. 


February 1988 

The bovine species 
makes its debut in PC 
advertisements with 
Gateway’s first national 
ad. Cows become cool. 








They're 1^5 To Spot 
In South Dakota! 


Gateway 2000 has been taking the guesswork out of 
buying PCs ever since our humble beginning back in 1985. 
We give you all the information you need to find the right 
system. And great prices, quality products and outstanding 
service and support are the norm rather than the exception. 
We’ve also made your PC buying experience more fun by 
embracing our origins - - Gateway was started by a couple 
farm boys in a barn on a Midwestern cattle ranch. In honor 
of these roots, nearly 5,000 Gateway'” employees painted 
cow spots on our company headquarters. No polished silver 













































>5-200 FAMILY PC 


Kitel 200MHz Pentium Processor 
■2MB Synchronous DRAM 
I56K Pipelined Burst Cache 
jivitronl7.26dp Monitor 
■5.9" viewable) 

flatrox® 2MB WRAM PCI Graphics 
|GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 
CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 
Bit Gateway Sound Card 
tec ACS40 & ACS-250 Speakers 
28.8 Fax/Modem 
-Bay Tower Case 
Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
95 

Generations II Software Collection 


G6-200XL 


G6-180 


P5-200 


D5-166 


D5-200 


Cs 

I of quality portable 
e Gateway Solo 
le features you 
based lineup, 

AM standard — i 
jortable 


f es standard on 
ordable drives are 
ist Pentium® Pro 
3 value. Our 
ice to Pentium- 
icks even more 


/e merged the 
TV to create a 
ess keyboard 
n processor 
ed to the 
eway today! 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

■ 32MB EDO DRAM 

■ 256K Internal Cache 

■ Vivitronl7.26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ Matrox 2MB WRAM PCI Graphics j 

■ 3GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 
► CD-Recordable w/ SCSI Controller 

■ 16-Bit Ensoniq® Wavetable Sound Cat 

■ Altec ACS-400 & ACS-250 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition 

■ ft Generations II Software Collectioj 

$3899 Business Lease* $143/a 


•sfiliation" Big Screen PCs- 


■ Intel 180MHz Pentium Pro Processor i 

■ 32MB EDO DRAM 

■ 256K Internal Cache 

■ Vivitronl7 .26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ 2MB MDRAM, 128-Bit Graphics I 

■ 3GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives I 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 I 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition I 

$2699 Business Lease* $99/mo| 


Intel 200MHz Pentium Processor 
32MB Synchronous SDRAM 
256K Pipelined Burst Cache 
Destination 31" VGA monitor j 

STB 2MB VRAM Graphics Accelerat 
w/ Cable-Ready TV Tuner 
3GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 
8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives , 
16-Bit Hi-Fi Wavetable Audio Card 
TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 
7-Bay Charcoal-Colored PC Case 
Wireless Keyboard w/ Integrated 
EZ Pad™ Pointing Device 
Wireless Field Mouse® Remote i 

Four-Channel RF Receiver 
MS Windows 95 
Destination Software Collection 

$4399 Business Lease* $161/nJ 


Business Lease* $99/mo. 


jjitel 166MHz Pentium Processor 
5MB EDO DRAM 
‘ 56K Pipelined Burst Cache 
lestination 31" VGA monitor 
TB® 2MB VRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ Cable-Ready TV Tuner 
jjjB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

Diskette Drives 
Wavetable Audio Card 
28.8 Fax/Modem 
Bay Charcoal-Colored PC Case 
ireless Keyboard w/ Integrated 
Pad™ Pointing Device 

Mouse® Remote 
RF Receiver 
Windows 95 

Software Collection 


3899 


Business Lease* $143/mo. 


in the business. ” ® 


Bitel 200MHz Pentium Processor 
■2MB Synchronous DRAM 
J56K Pipelined Burst Cache 
|ivitronl7 .26dp Monitor 
15.9" viewable) 

B MDRAM, 128-Bit PCI Graphics 
11ms EIDE Hard Drive 
CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 
-Bay Tower Case 
Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 
Windows 95 

Professional Edition 









































They're !^S To Spot 
In South Dakota! 


Gateway Solo 2100 Portable P< 

The new Gateway Solo™ 2100 notebook continues the treni 
PCs we started in 1992. Based on the proven features of th 
portable PC, Solo 2100 multimedia notebooks deliver all tl 
want and need. Bigger screens, an all Pentium® processor 
zoomed video port, 6X CD-ROM drives and 16MB EDO R 
for less. They start at $2,699. We’ve blazed new trails in j 
computing — now you can too. 


G6-200XL 



Gateway led the industry in 1994 by making CD-ROM drh 
all desktop PCs. Now we’ve started another trend. CD-rec 
standard on our new G6-200XL. This PC features the fasti 
processor available and 32MB EDO DRAM at an incredibl 
Pentium Pro processor-based systems are comparable in pr 
processor based PCs, plus their next-generation platform p, 
performance punch when running 32-bit applications 
like Office 95. 

Destination Big Screen PC 

After 11 years of rolling out some of the biggest trends 
around, we started a trend that will change the way you loo 
computers forever. It’s the Destination™ Big Screen PC. D 
features of a multimedia PC with the impact of a big screen 
whole new computer category. The 31-inch monitor, wirel 
and Field Mouse® remote along with the power of a Pentiui 
give you the ultimate multimedia PC. Computing just mov 
family room. Pull up a couch. For the big picture, call Gal 















Multimedia Systems. 


P5-120 FAMILY PC™ 


■ Intel® 120MHz Pentium® Processor 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM 

■ CrystalScan®15 .28dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 

■ 1GB 10ms E1DE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 

■ 16-Bit GATEWAY 1 " Sound Card 

■ Altec'" Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath® 28.8 Fax/Modem for Windows 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104 + Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ Microsoft® Windows® 95 

■ A Generations II Software Collection 

$1699 

Professional Systems _ 


P5-133 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB Synchronous DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ Vivitronl5 .26dp Monitor 
(13.9" viewable) 

■ 1MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 

■ 1GB 10ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition 

$1699 Business Lease* $63/mo. 


P5-166 FAMILY PC 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ Vivitron'”17 .26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ 2MB DRAM, 64-Bit PCI Graphics 

■ 2GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8XCD-ROM/3.5” Diskette Drives 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ 7-Bay Mini Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ A Generations II Software Collection 

$2449 


P5-166 


■ Intel l66MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB Synchronous DRAM 

■ 256K,Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ Vivitronl7 ,26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ 2MB MDRAM, 128-Bit PCI Graphics 

■ 2GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition 

$2299 Business Lease* $85/mo. 


P5-200 FAMILY PC 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 32MB Synchronous DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ Vivitronl7.26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ Matrox® 2MB WRAM PCI Graphics 

■ 3GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 

■ 16-Bit Gateway Sound Card 

■ Altec ACS40&ACS-250 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ A Generations II Software Collection 

$2999 


P5-200 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 32MB Synchronous DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ Vivitronl7 .26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ 2MB MDRAM, 128-Bit PCI Graphics 

■ 3GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition 

$2699 Business Lease* $99/mo. 


G6-200XL 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

■ 32MB EDO DRAM 

■ 256K Internal Cache 

■ Vivitronl7.26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ Matrox 2MB WRAM PCI Graphics 

■ 3GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives I 
► CD-Recordable w/ SCSI Controller 

■ 16-Bit Ensoniq® Wavetable Sound Can 

■ Altec ACS400&ACS-250 Speakers 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition j 

■ A Generations II Software Collectioj 

$3899 Business Lease* $143/a 


G6-180 


■ Intel 180MHz Pentium Pro Processor ] 

■ 32MB EDO DRAM 

■ 256K Internal Cache 

■ Vivitronl7.26dp Monitor 
(15.9" viewable) 

■ 2MB MDRAM, 128-Bit Graphics I 

■ 3GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives I 

■ 12-Bay Tower Case 

■ 104* Keyboard & MS Mouse 2.0 I 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition 1 

$2699 Business Lease* $99/moj 


Gateway Solo " 2100 Portable PCs _ 


S5-100 ■ S5-133 


■ 11.3" DSTN SVGA Color Display ■ 12.1" Active Matrix SVGA Color Display 

■ Intel 100MHz Pentium Processor ■ Intel 133MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM expandable to 40MB ■ 40MB EDO DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1MB EDO Video RAM 


Destination™ Big Screen PCs- 


D5-166 ■ D5-200 


■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 1MB EDO Video RAM 

■ Zoomed Video Port 

■ 540MB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 6X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Modular 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Sound & Stereo Speakers 

■ Lithium Ion Battery & AC Pack 

■ 85-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Carrying Case 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Works 95 

$2699 Business Lease* $99/mo. 


■ 1.2GB Hard Drive 

■ Modular 6X CD-ROM Drive 

■ Modular 3.5" Diskette Drive 

■ 16-Bit Sound & Stereo Speakers 

■ 28.8 PCMCIA Fax/Modem 

■ 2 Lithium Ion Batteries & AC Pack 

■ 85-Key MS Windows 95 Keyboard 

■ Carrying Case 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Office 95, Professional Edition 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

■ 16MB EDO DRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ Destination 31" VGA monitor 

■ STB® 2MB VRAM Graphics 
Accelerator w/ Cable-Ready TV Diner 

■ 2GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives 

■ 16-Bit Hi-Fi Wavetable Audio Card 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ 7-Bay Charcoal-Colored PC Case 

■ Wireless Keyboard w/ Integrated 
EZ Pad™ Pointing Device 

■ Wireless Field Mouse® Remote 

■ Four-Channel RF Receiver 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Processor I 

■ 32MB Synchronous SDRAM 

■ 256K Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ Destination 31" VGA monitor 

■ STB 2MB VRAM Graphics Acceleratj 
w/ Cable-Ready TV Tuner 

■ 3GB 11ms EIDE Hard Drive 

■ 8X CD-ROM/3.5" Diskette Drives I 

■ 16-Bit Hi-Fi Wavetable Audio Card I 

■ TelePath 28.8 Fax/Modem 

■ 7-Bay Charcoal-Colored PC Case I 

■ Wireless Keyboard w/Integrated I 
EZ Pad™ Pointing Device 

■ Wireless Field Mouse® Remote I 

■ Four-Channel RF Receiver 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ Destination Software Collection I 

$4399 Business Lease* $161/J 

Toll free from Canada M M 
800-846-3609 ItI I 

Toll free from Puerto Rico j 

800-846-3613 


$3899 


Business Lease* $143/mo. 
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Trend-Setting 


Multimedia/Storage 

■ Altec™ Lansing ACS-250 Subwoofer $75 

f upgrade from PCs that include Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

■ Altec ACS-400 Speaker System 
w/ ACS-250 Subwoofer $120 

(upgrade from PCs that include Altec ACS-40 speakers) 

■ Iomega® Ditto™ 3200 Internal Tape Backup Unit $199 


Printers, Scanners & Digital Cameras 

■ Epson® Stylus™ Color IIs Ink Jet Printer $ 199 

■ Epson Stylus Color II Ink Jet Printer $279 

■ Epson Stylus Pro Printer $449 

■ Hewlett®-Packard LaserJet 5L Xtra Printer $479 

■ Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 5P Printer $ 849 

■ Epson Action Scanning™ System II $449 

■ Epson Photo PC Digital Camera $499 


3200MB with compression, nominal 1600MB 

Networking 

3Com® Ethernet Adapters 

■ 16-Bit Triple Media Card with BNC, AUI and RJ-45 Connectors $99 

■ 16-Bit Card with only RJ-45 Connector $79 

Software 

■ Kid’s BackPack™ III 

Includes School House Rock!™: Grammar Rock™; Sesame Street: Get 
Set to Learn®; Math Blaster 2®: Secret of the Lost City; Imo & The 
King™; Putt-Putt® Goes To The Moon™; and Gateway cow-spotted 
backpack. $59 

■ Finance Pack (U.S. Shipment Only) 

Includes Quicken® Deluxe 5, Quicken Financial Planner,™ Quicken 
Family Lawyer,™ and Quicken Parents’ Guide To Money.™ $69 


Service & Support 

Gateway Gold™ Premium for Desktop Systems 

■ Extended Three-Year On-Site Agreement* 

■ Priority 800 Number For Access to Technical Experts 
With system purchase $99 

Within current on-site service agreement $129 

Ask about Gateway Gold Premium upgrade 
for the Destination™ Big Screen PC. 

*On-site service for desktop and tower systems is available to most U.S. and Canadian locations 
after determination by a Gateway tech that you need it. On-site service is provided by PC 
Technology Services, Inc. Write or call for a free copy of the on-site service agreement. 

Gateway accepts most major credit 
cards and C.O.D. terms, with net 
30-day terms and leasing options 
available to qualified commercial " 
customers. You can also apply for the 
Gateway 2000 DuoLine"" MasterCard? card, m 
issued by Dial National Bank, Des Moines, Iowa. 



Destination Big Screen PC Option 

■ harman/kardon High-Fidelity 
Sound System 

Seven-piece Dolby® Surround Sound Pro Logic 
speaker system including AVR-10 audio/video 
receiver with remote, subwoofer, center channel, 
and four satellites for the ultimate multimedia 
audio experience. $699 



Call the GATEWAY ™ component add-ons division at 800-846-2080for our complete line of extras for Gateway customers. 
Sales Hours: 7am-10pm Weekdays (CDT). 


GSA Schedule # GS-35F-3349D 
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The new Pulsar UPS System are designed 
with as much innovation on the inside as on the 
outside. Using next-generation high-frequency 
technology, they’re half the she and weight of 
other UPS Systems. With a unique slim-line 
shape you can mount anywhere—tower, under- 
monitor, or on a wall or rack. And every Pulsar 
model is value-engineered. So you get more in 
our trim, attractive package than in other big, 
boxy models. All for a price that will make your 
sales curve soar. Plus you're assured the support 
of a worldwide UPS leader. To improve the shape 
of your UPS sales to come, call or fax today. 




M GE 

The shape of UPS to come. 

Tel: 800.523.0142 
Fax: 714.557.3256 

' © 1096 MGE UPS System. 
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Things that are 

easy. 



Things that are 

inexpensive. 



Things you can 

trust. 



Let’s face it...if the product you’re looking 
for is easy to use, affordable, and reliable, 
there’s a very good chance you’ll buy it. 

That’s why we at NET GEAR" have 
one simple goal: to take the work out of 
networking. We do that by providing products 
that are easy to install, surprisingly 
inexpensive, and trustworthy. 



You’ll find these qualities in everything 
we make—from our Ethernet hubs to switches 
to ISDN products. Each of them has been 
designed to complement the way you work, 
the way your company is connected, and the 
way your company will grow. And the best 
part is that they’re backed by Bay Networks, 
an industry leader in networking for more 
than a decade. 

So if you’re looking for the right 
networking gear, there’s really only one 
company you should connect with. 
NETGEAR. Networking simplified. 

1-888-NETGEAR 

http://NBTGEAR.baynetworks.com/home 

For reseller Information, please call 
Ingram Micro at 1-800-456-8000. 


CompUSA NETGEAR 


Bay Networks 


©1996 NETGEAR. Volkswagen l 
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Big Digital Lie 

What’s the worst PC productivity sapper of all? Buggy rush-it-to-market 
software? Oddball legacy hardware? Absurdly pinched bandwidth? 
Doom II? Lotus Notes? Nah. The new villain these days is discoverability. 
Or lack of it. It’s like Dorothy’s ruby slippers. Instead of schlepping all the 
way to Oz she could have returned home just by clicking her heels (she 
should have read the manual). It doesn’t 
matter how much power you have if you 
don’t know it’s there or how to use it. 


Microsoft maintains a “Wish Line” 
database of features that customers 
suggest for future releases. Sheepishly, 
it admits that over 25 percent of the 
“new” features users propose already 
exist in current products. Users just 
don’t know they’re there. 

This isn’t surprising. Most popular 
software today is what the industry 
calls “mature” (which means old, 
bloated, and flabby). Each successive 
rev lards on more new features and a 
whole additional level of complexity 
and inscrutability. But even Microsoft, 
the clear leader in making software 
truly usable, blew it big-time with 
Windows 95. Important operating 
system features are still deeply 
submerged, enigmatically named, 
badly indexed, and frequently located 
in strange places. Finding something is 
often like a perverse and frustrating 
game, except in this case the thing you 
want to blast to bits is the design team. 

Horror Show The Web is a prime 
discoverability nightmare. There’s no 
way users can tell by glancing at a 
home page how vast and rich a site is, 
or what deeply useful or interesting 
data lies buried inside. Home pages 
either downplay site contents with 
generic, uninformative buttons, or 
else try to cram so much breathless 
plugoia onscreen that it all ends up 
looking gridlocked and unappealing. 

Why is this all so difficult? One big 
reason is small screens. Most users 
today are mired in a 640-by-480 or 
800-by-600 world. Their bosses are too 
cheap to buy them large monitors that 



Users mindlessly click 
it— wham! —like those 
midway games where 
you whack plastic 
gophers with mallets. 


would pay for themselves in quick 
productivity gains. Factory settings 
normally lop off lots of real estate with 
cryptic buttons and gimmicky doodads 
many people rarely use. These are 
usually customizable, but users don’t 
know it, are too lazy to make changes, 
or can’t figure out how. Switching to a 
20- or 21-inch monitor with some real 
breathing room is worth every cent. 


But the heart of the problem is the 
Big Digital Lie that the Windows 
interface, stolen from the Mac interface, 
stolen from the Xerox PARC 
interface, is the answer. In a contrary 
way even DOS was better. Its vacant 
C> prompt was so utterly mysterious 
and confounding that it forced users to 
actually read a manual or a book and 
learn a few commands. Since users 
can stumble around enough with 
Windows, they rarely teach themselves 
any of the finer points or uncover the 
real underlying power. 

Bad Sign This is even truer with 
the brain-dead simplicity of Web 
navigation, which doesn’t bode well 
for future discoverability, considering 
that Microsoft is cleverly making its 
next Windows upgrade look and work 
like a Web browser. A link appears and 
users mindlessly click it— wham !—like 
those midway games where you whack 
plastic gophers with mallets as soon as 
they pop up. It’s just not possible to 
jam hundreds of features into a handful 
of top-level menus or buttons. 

As a result, instead of plunging in, 
users merely skim the wave tops. 

They rely on inefficient brute-force 
techniques instead of taking 
advantage of hidden shortcuts. And 
they just plain miss tons of resources. 

Few users crack open the 
documentation, and most skip any 
gooney one-size-fits-all tutorials. 
Training is a neglected necessity. 
Manuals still stink. Online help is still 
pathetic. Developers need to make 
software do more of the heavy lifting, 
with more solutions-oriented wizards 
and smart helpers rather than just 
armloads of hard-to-find tools. 

OK, OK, this is old news. What 
apps and home pages truly need are 
graphical “showrooms” that highlight 
the key features and let you take them 
out for a quick test drive. Providing 
such an enticing tour of all the 
goodies buried inside is the only way 
to make them easily discoverable. 

And that’s the truth. 
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Millennia TransPort™ 

• 16MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 12.1" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 

• 1.2GB removable hard drive 


• 133MHz Mobile Intel Pentium® processor , 

• Intel 430MX PCI chipset WMffll 

• 256KB L2 pipeline burst cache Stellar 

• 16MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 8X modular CD-ROM drive 

• PCI graphics accelerator, 1MB EDO memory 

• Pick-a-Point™ dual pointing devices integrate 
both pointing stick and touchpad 

• Removable EIDE hard drive (1.2GB max.) 

•3.5" modular floppy drive 

• Intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 
•16-bit stereo sound 


• Built-in stereo speakers ond microphone 
•2 Type II or one Type III PCMCIA slots 

• S-Viaeo and NTSC video-outputs 

• Headphone, microphone and line-in jacks 

• 2 infrared ports, one front, one back 

• Parallel, serial, VGA ond 2 PS/2 ports 

• Dimensions: 11.7" x 9.4" x 2.0", Weight: 6.9 lbs.' 

• Samsonite® nylon carrying case 

• Microsoft® Windows® 95 and MS® Plus! CD 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 and Bookshelf 9 95 CDs 
•Kensington" security lock" 

fp 5-year/3-year Micron Power* limited warranty* 


W ith its exclusive FlexOpt” dual bay modular design, the Micron™ Millennia 

TransPort” lets you mix and match devices for a variety of customized choices. Drop 
in a modular CD-ROM drive. Add a second intelligent modular lithium-ion battery for up 
to eight hours’ use without recharging*. Add a second 1.2GB hard drive to boost productiv¬ 
ity. And there’s built-in flexibility, with features like Micron’s innovative Pick-a-Point™ sys¬ 
tem offering touchpad or pointing-stick operation and an infrared port for yvalkup, wireless 
printing from compatible printers. Top it off with the industry’s best warranty and you have 
the ideal portable computing solution. 


Standard Features 




- 


Business lease $150/month 


• 32MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• Motorola® Montana 28.8 fax/modem 

• 12.1" active matrix color display, 800 x 600 

• 1,2GB removable hard drive 

• 2nd intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 


Business lease $ 163/month 

• With 150MHz Pentium processor.add $200 

• With 2nd 1.2GB removable hard drive_add $599 

• With 2nd 2.0GB removable hard drive .... add $699 

• With 16MB DIMM module upgrade .add $349 



International Sales A International Fax ft. Tollfree from Puato Ritsi 

208-893-8970 W 208-893-7393 1C 800-708-1756 

B.t.B Tollfree from Canada S .■ Tollfree troin Mexico 1 

800-708-1758 95-800-708-17551 
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Grand Slam 


I suppose the third time’s a charm regarding IBM’s newest laptop, the ThinkPad 560. It’s a 


marvel of engineering matched only by Digital Equipment’s HiNote Ultra series. At 4.1 
pounds with a full-size keyboard and a 12.1-inch active-matrix display, the ThinkPad 560 is 


as close to perfection as anyone who lugs these things around day in and day out can imagine. 


I don’t care how muscled up you get, it’s no 

fun dragging around 6 or 7 pounds of 
deadweight wherever you go. I’ve 
been advocating a 4-pound machine 
ever since NEC introduced its 
Ultralite Notebook Computer in 
1988. In 1992 Dell made the 320SLi, 
an aggressive 3.6-pounder that should 
have been a trendsetter. Instead, some 
hardware problems along with its 
nonbacklit monochrome screen put 
the 320SLi into the museum, 
forgotten. Now that IBM has 
designed a workable form factor with 
a fast processor, lots of memory, 
and a gigabyte drive, I suspect that 
subnotebooks will become the road 
warrior’s machine of choice and 
dominate sales. 

Over the years because of basic 
inadequacies, many notebook 
vendors shied away from 
subnotebooks, claiming they were 
too small for the floppy disk 
everybody wanted. This notion 
persists even though the add-on 
floppy has always been available. 
Hitachi’s new 5.3-pound Notebook 
C Series, introduced in May, has the 
floppy built right in and still 
qualifies as a subnotebook—quite 
a feat. Of course, now people 
expect the floppy and are looking 
for a CD-ROM. 

Fast Track Whatever their 
complaints, all vendors seem to be on 
the fast track to make the lightest 
notebooks. People are finally buying 
them. Many writers like me were 
> weaned on the Radio Shack Model 
| 100, NEC Ultralite, Zenith 190, and 

| every other machine that was a classic, 

° right up to the Toshiba Portege and the 

x IBM Butterfly (the ThinkPad 701C). 

It’s nice to see that IBM, of all 
? companies, never lost this vision. 

£ While company after company said 



I’ve always believed 

that tennis racket 
technology should 
be incorporated into 

notebook design. 

that the market for subnotebooks 
was languishing, IBM was doing 
design after design. The ThinkPad 
560 is IBM’s third completely new 
attempt at bringing a popular 
subnotebook to market. Somebody 
in the division is a believer. 

Each major iteration involved the 
keyboard. The first machine had a 
dinky keyboard. The Butterfly came 
out last year with a fold-out 
keyboard, which apparently wasn’t 
easy to manufacture. And now this 


superthin unit—under an inch thick 
with the top up. I’m particularly 
impressed that the ThinkPad 560 
uses carbon-fiber technology in the 
case to get the weight down. I’ve 
always believed that tennis racket 
technology should be incorporated 
into notebook design. Why not? 

Ports of Call Credit for another 
factor that’s helping to bring about 
the big shift to subnotebooks goes to 
Toshiba (which still has the most 
stunning screens) and the other 
vendors who promoted mini 
docking stations or so-called port 
replicators. Now that laptops have a 
large hard disk along with sound, 
big docking stations like Apple’s are 
a useless concept. 

With a port replicator you can 
hook a mouse, SCSI devices, a 
printer, a keyboard, and a large 
monitor to the laptop. And since the 
port replicator is not an expensive 
clunker, you can have one wherever 
you go—home, office, or the cabin! 
The subnotebook becomes the 
highly mobile, universal desktop 
machine. This is the model for 
21st-century computing, once a few 
more details are addressed. 

We’re still waiting for built-in 
SCSI support. Backup systems, 
CD-ROM drives, and other devices 
need to connect effortlessly to these 
machines. PC Card SCSI support 
helps a little, but it would be better 
if it were standard, as it is with the 
Macintosh. Hitachi addressed 
networking in its new bigger 
notebooks by building an Ethernet 
port into the machine. This should 
be on all new subnotebooks. They 
should also be designed to drive at 
least a 1,280 by 1,024 display with 
full-color output. I’d like to see 
1,600 by 1,200 on these units. 

Once docked, these subnotebooks 
should be able to do anything a 
desktop unit can do. With the latest 
introductions, these machines have 
taken one step closer to perfection. 
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N ow there’s a desktop PC that’s flexible and 
sensibly priced for your office or depart¬ 
ment—the Micron™ ClientPro™. Designed for 
long life and reliable, affordable performance, 
the Micron ClientPro offers you stability. You’ll 
get years of productive, adaptable computing 
without costly system upgrades. And with 
Micron, you get a system custom configured to 
fit your office needs. Best of all, it’s backed by 
our industry-leading Micron Power™ warranty*. 
Call today, and put the ClientPro to work in 
your office. 


MICRON HAS 
YOU COVERED. 


















SYSTEM CONSIDERATIONS 

DEL 


Just won two PC Magazine 
Editors' Choice awards 



MICRON _ 

/• 5 year Microti Power Ipg^ nty 
/ • 1st Tier Reliability 
/• Stable network perfc 
/ * Priced right ■ 


•With 133MHz Pentium processor..odd $100 

M mSkmmks 


■ Tollfae from Mexico 

95-800-708-1755 

International Sales International Fax 

208-893-8970 V 208-893-7393 



1 ClientPro™ 

P100 

1 • Intel 100MHz Pentium® processor 
[ • 256KB pipeline burst cache, flash BIOS 

I • 3Com 3C509 Combo network adapter 
b • 3.5" floppy drive 
f • Tool-free minitower or desktop 
| • Microsoft" Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft DOS 6.22/Windows® for Workgroups 3.11 
r/‘ 5-year/3-year Micron Power 5 * 1 warranty* 

• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 
•8MB EDO RAM 

•1.2GB EIDE hard drive 

• IT Micron 14FGx,.28dp( 12.9" display) 

• Microsoft Works preinstalled 

$ 1,499 

Bus. lease $51 /mo. 

. • PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 
•16MB EDO RAM 
•2.1GB EIDE hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 
•Microsoft Office Pro 4.3 preinstalled 

s 2018 

Bus. lease $69/mo. 


ClientPro P200 


• Intel 200MHz Pentium processor 

• 256KB pipeline burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 3Com 3C509 Combo network adapter 

• 32MB EDO RAM 

• 3.1GB EIDE hard drive 

• 3.5" floppy drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive 

• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 

• Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT™ Workstation 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 & Bookshelf® 95 CDs 
/ • 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

• With 166MHz Pentium processor..subtroct SI 00 


s 3,257 

Bus. lease $111/mo. 


MICROSOFT. 

WindowsNT 

READV-TO-RUN 


Pentium 


nd specifications may be changed witl 
y does not include return freight and c 
1 to Micron brand products and begins from date of shipment. All sales are t 
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The $6.6 Billion Wildcard 


Not even the Net can resist suburbia’s most banal and enduring legacy: the shopping mall. 
It’s a wonder, too, given how cheesy, vacant, and hugely unprofitable cybermalls have 


been. But this may soon change. A few industry giants have begun to sense the big bucks 


in online retail. Are we about to witness the mailing of the Internet? 


In June 



IBM announced plans to build World Avenue, 


a cybermall aimed at technology-shy 
retailers who want Big Blue’s paternal 
hand to get them online. The same 
month Microsoft quietly acquired 
eShop, outbidding archrival Netscape 
in a deal that insiders say cost Bill 
Gates $30 to $50 million. 

Of course, IBM’s bumbling 
experience with Prodigy and 
Microsoft’s day-late, dollar-short 
Microsoft Network don’t exactly 
inspire confidence that either of these 
companies knows how to scare up 
retail dollars online. In fact, it’s not 
clear that anyone knows how to turn 
a buck from cybermalls yet. MCI’s 
mall, marketplaceMCI, turned tail this 
year and has since closed its doors. 
The Internet Shopping Network 
(owned by television’s Home 
Shopping Network) has ditched the 
multiple-store, sell-anything 
approach; it now modestly hawks 
only PCs and other high-tech wares. 

So why are IBM and Microsoft so 
upbeat about online malls? Internet 
shopping revenues are expected to 
skyrocket, from $518 million in 1996 
to $6.6 billion in 2000. Three-quarters 
of Fortune 1000 companies plan to 
process online transactions by 1997. 
And at least 20 percent of all 
household expenditures will funnel 
through the Net within the decade. 
Meanwhile, the more than 600 malls 
on the Web continue to grow by 
roughly 50 to 100 a month. 

Shop Till You Drop As with their 
suburban counterparts, the success of 
Web malls depends on big-draw 
department stores—anchors—to 
attract a swarm of customers. The 
obscure Wisconsin cheese shop, 
the haberdasher for hippies, and other 
lesser-known boutiques will pay big 
dollars to share links to these anchors, 


Why are IBM and 
Microsoft so upbeat 
about cybermalls? 

Revenues will nearly 
double every year. 

hoping to siphon off their window 
shoppers. Cybermalls, like street 
malls, put little retailers on the map. 

But the differences end there. 
Online retailers can’t let you touch 
their goods before buying. There are 
no sales assistants to apply lipstick or 
to perfume your wrists. You can’t try 
on clothes. There are no scary food 
courts. Street malls have gone into the 
entertainment business, offering 


expensive carnival rides for your 
vanity. It’s why their total retail sales 
plateaued years ago. 

Cybermalls reach an upscale 
clientele—one that is not looking for 
entertainment. They want hard 
information. And they want to buy on 
the spot. Cybermall managers have 
only begun to grasp this. 

Open for Business In fact, most 
cybermalls have doggedly— 
foolishly—tried to mimic street malls, 
instead of leveraging the advantages of 
an electronic medium. Time Warner’s 
DreamShop features a broad selection 
of upscale boutiques, including 
Williams-Sonoma and Eddie Bauer 
online. But you have to pick up the 
phone and dial an 800 number to order 
products. How clueless can you get? 

Worse, the selection of browsable 
items is a limited version of what’s 
available in retail shops. Because these 
companies aren’t paying for exorbitant 
square footage on the Web, their 
selection of goods should be much, 
much larger than you can get in any 
store. Successful Web retailers like 
The Sharper Image have made their 
online fortunes by virtue of an 
auspiciously broad product line. 

For their part, Web malls should 
provide sophisticated search engines. 
They should have centralized billing 
and credit-card encryption. There 
should be links to delivery services so 
customers can track their own orders. 
And the whole experience should be 
one-button easy. Also, cybermalls 
could reduce the $1 milhon price it 
costs to set up a full-fledged Web store 
by helping with the technical front 
end of setting up shop. 

IBM’s World Avenue and 
Microsoft’s eShop have swallowed 
the Kool-Aid. Both companies 
promise to help retailers with these 
matters and more. Of course, both 
companies also plan to take as much 
as a 5 percent cut of total retail sales. 

In the short run, this is where the 
real money will be made. 
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Look left. Look right. When was the 
last time you had to do that to see 
everything on your screen? We thought 
so. Small screens are great for hand-held 
TVs. But for computers running today’s 
applications, the bigger the screen, the 
more information you see and, chances are, the more productive you are. 





It has features that will put it high on the wish list of everyone in 
the company. The larger screen means applications won’t have to be 
scrolled back and forth so much or reduced to eye-straining proportions. It 
also has an extremely fine dot pitch and high resolutions for crisp, sharp 
images and on-screen controls that allow for very easy and precise adjust¬ 
ments. What’s more, the highest refresh rate in its price range keeps the 
screen flicker-free. In fact, for the money, you won’t find another monitor 
with such an impressive list of features. Go ahead, look around. For more 
information, call 1-800-818-9088 or visit us at www.compaq.com. 

COMPAd 
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New! 


Cyrix 6x86-P200 vs. AMD-K5-PR100 Reference System 


The New Pentium Killers? 


a As Cyrix and 
AMD will con¬ 
firm, Intel no 
longer hosts the 
only party in town. But before 
you don your tux, it’s worth 
heeding a little society gossip: 
Competing chips give good 
reason to defect if you run 
Windows 95, but for Windows 
NT, Intel-based PCs are still 
the place to be. 

This is what our labs dis¬ 
covered in a sneak preview, 
side-by-side comparison of a 
reference PC from AMD 
powered by the company’s 
spanking new 100MHz AMD- 
K5-PR100 chip, and the Cyrix 
6x86-P200 PC with the new 
150MHz 6x86 chip. 

The performance of the 
CPUs was far from disappoint¬ 
ing. They’re both superb chips 
for their respective classes. But 
Intel’s Pentium Pro delivers 


more brute performance, albeit 
at a higher price. In the short 
run, competing CPUs will 
exert the greatest pressure on 
Intel in terms of pricing, not 
performance. 

Crossed Signals The 

only thing that’s certain is that 
clock speed is about to become 
the most confusing and decep¬ 
tive measure of power and per¬ 
formance the industry has seen. 
AMD’s long-awaited K5 chip, 
for example, runs at 100MHz 
and is designed to compete 
with Intel’s 100MHz P5. Yet 
the K5 is faster and more 
sophisticated than the P5. 

The K5 lagged behind Dell’s 
133MHz Dimension XPS 
P133 by only 14 percent in 
Windows 95 benchmark appli¬ 
cations. But it outpaced many 
120MHz Pentium boxes by an 
equal amount. Like the Cyrix 
chip, the K5 is pin-compatible 
with Intel’s P5, which 
means that system makers 


can pop it into any of their 
existing P5 motherboards 
(many of which, ironically, 
were designed by Intel). 

The K5’s only disappoint¬ 
ment was in Windows NT 
performance, where it lagged 
behind the Dimension XPS 
P133 by 35 percent. The chip 
incorporates several Pentium 
Pro technologies, which 
should have given it a perfor¬ 
mance advantage over a vanilla 
P5 running Windows NT. 

In fact, the K5’s credentials 
are impeccable. Like the Pen¬ 
tium Pro, it converts x86 code 
into RISC-like operations for 
faster execution. It also features 
a superscalar design, out-of- 
order speculative execution, 
line-oriented branch predic¬ 
tion, a 16K instruction cache, 
and an 8K data cache. 

So why the lackadaisical NT 
performance? AMD delayed 
the introduction of the chip on 
several occasions to optimize 
its performance for the x86 
instruction set—the better to 
compete with Intel’s Pen¬ 
tium. This may have under¬ 
cut its performance in the 
unadulterated 32-bit world 
of Windows NT. In any 
case, the lesson to be learned 
is that the K5 platform is for 
Windows 95, not NT. 

To quell any lingering 
doubts, a fully loaded K5 


PC will probably cost under 
$2,000, perhaps less than 
$1,600. For those undaunted 
by quick obsolescence, this is a 
magnificent price for an entry- 
level system. 

Hot on the Heels Mean¬ 
while, in the wake of the 
splashy debut of its 100MHz 
6x86 chip, Cyrix has intro¬ 
duced a 150MHz version, 
although the company calls the 
system the 6x86-P200 (see 
“Crossed Signals,” above). This 
is because the chip is poised to 
compete with Intel’s 200MHz 
CPU. But does it compete with 
the 200MHz Pentium or the 
200MHz Pentium Pro? 

Like the AMD chip, the 
Cyrix 6x86 is a hybrid of Pen¬ 
tium and Pentium Pro design 
features. Among these are a 
superscalar architecture and 
superpipelining with support 
for register renaming, specula¬ 
tive execution, and multibranch 
prediction. 

Unique to the new 6x86 is a 
boost in bus bandwidth from 
66MHz to 75MHz. This is no 
small thing. The 200MHz Pen¬ 
tium CPU performs only about 
3 to 10 percent faster than a 
P166. Blame the 66MHz sys¬ 
tem bus, which runs at less than 
one-third the speed of the 
CPU. As a result, cache misses 
incur long delays and the sys¬ 
tem bus resembles a California 
freeway at rush hour. 

With Cyrix’s 75MHz bus, 
the 6x86-P200 outperforms a 
vanilla 200MHz P5 under 
Windows 95. In fact, the Cyrix 
system we tested ran neck-and- 
neck with a 200MHz Pentium 
Pro under Windows 95. But 
Windows NT was another 
matter. When running under 

ER 1996 



AMD’s Alternative: Our test system from AMD included the first, long-awaited K5 chip 
running at 100MHz. It’s designed to compete with Intel’s entry-level 100MHz Pentium. 
Systems using the chip are due early next year, as is a 166MHz version of the CPU. 
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Excellent Market leader that offers exceptional performance . fxixfetrk 

Good Excels in many areas; a good buy . 

Acceptable Average for its class; a justifiable purchase . 

Poor Out-of-date or substandard; offset by some positive features . 'fefo 

Unacceptable Missing necessary features; avoid ."& 



Cyrix 

Inside: The Cyrix ' < * ^' / 

6x86-P200 is one of more . 

than a dozen systems that will 

feature the company’s blistering-fast 150MHz 6x86 CPU. 
Like the AMD chip, the Cyrix 6x86 is a hybrid of Pentium 
and Pentium Pro designs. 


NT, Dell’s Dimension XPS 
Pro200 outflanked Cyrix’s sys¬ 
tem by a wide margin. 

As with the AMD chip, 
you’ll get the most from the 
Cyrix CPU under Windows 
95. This is especially true if you 
consider the system’s price fully 
loaded: $2,799. In other words. 


it’s priced at or below most 
200MHz Pentium boxes—but 
you get far better performance. 

Fast Forward Intel isn’t 
exactly sitting on its hands as 
these low-cost competitors surge 
onto its P5 turf. The company 
has no plans for faster clock 
speeds on its standard Pentium 


Performance: Pentium and Pentium Pro Challengers 

Windows 95 Windows NT 

Dell Dimension XPS Pro200 


Performance Anxiety: Cyrix’s new 150MHz 6x86 and AMD’s 
100MHz K5 CPU are putting the heat on Intel’s Pentium-in price 
if not also in Windows 95 performance. Under Windows NT, 
however, Intel’s 200MHz Pentium Pro retains a strong lead. 


CPU. But it will 
enhance the chip 
with its multi- 
media extensions 
(MMXs), which 
will improve per¬ 
formance on 
audio, video, 
and image- 
processing 
tasks. The next 
Pentium CPU 
will also include 
a larger on-chip 
cache (16K for 
instructions and 
16K for data) as well 
as an enhanced pipe¬ 
line. Together these will 
boost the CPU’s perfor¬ 
mance considerably. Even the 
166MHz version of the P5 
should perform faster than 
Intel’s current 200MHz P5. 

Meanwhile, AMD will roll 
out a 166MHz version of the 
K5 early next year. If it’s priced 
as aggressively as the 100MHz 
version, AMD may very well 
steal the entry-level market 
away from Intel. Also, AMD 
has licensed Intel’s MMX tech¬ 
nology for its more advanced 
CPUs, which should be avail¬ 
able in early 1997. 

Cyrix is developing its 
own multimedia exten¬ 
sions, which will be fully 
compliant with Intel’s. 
They’ll appear on Cyrix’s 
M2 CPU, due next year 
as well. Next-generation 
AMD and Cyrix proces¬ 
sors may finally start 
chipping away at the Pen¬ 
tium Pro’s performance 
advantage. Until then, 
Intel still owns the show 
for running Windows 


NT. 


FILEBOX 


Cyrix 6x86-P200 

☆☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: Superb Windows 95 
performance for under three 
grand—let the Pentium price 
wars begin! 

Pros: Top-notch Windows 95 
performance; low price. 

Cons: Still can't beat a 
Pentium Pro underWindows NT. 
Features as Tested: 16MB 
of EDO RAM (expandable to 
256MB), 256KL2 cache, Matrox 
MGAMillennium videocard 
with 2MB of WRAM, 2.5GB EIDE 
hard drive, eight-speed 
CD-ROM drive, SoundBlaster 
Awe32 wavetable audio card, 
speakers with subwoofer, 
28.8Kbps fax modem with 
telephony, 17-inch monitor. 


$2,799 est. street price 
Cyrix Corp. 
[800)370-2578 
Reader Service No. 694 


AMD-K5-PR100 
Reference System 

Verdict: Too early to rate. 

If our early reference system 
is any gauge, this 100MHz 
entry-level Pentium-class 
performer faces an uncertain 
future. Systems with this chip 
should be available by early 
next year. 

Pros: Low-cost alternative to 
Intel’s chips; the 100MHz chip 
works with most Pentium 
motherboards. 

Cons: Entry-level Pentium 
performance; will be quickly 
overshadowed by the 166MHz 
version of the K5. 


AMD 

[800) 222-9323 
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ROCKET FUEL FOR 
THE BUSINESS PROCESS 


Great businesses run fast. As fast as you can make 
obstacles disappear. That’s why you need ABC Flowcharter® 6. 
It shows you your business. Clearly. With diagrams that add 
an incredible boost to your entire business process. 

Unlike diagramming tools that hit the wall at the edge 
of the page, ABC Flowcharter is powerful. It can diagram 
any process. Across any number of pages. No matter how 
complex. With lines that re-route automatically and shapes 
that drop into place - even if you accidentally leave them 
out. ABC Flowcharter does the work, while you work on 
making your business run better. 

ABC Flowcharter is not just another drawing tool. It 


actually lets you relate charts to data, and automatically 
analyze the results. In fact, it’s so powerful, it’s used as the 
engine for Process Model®- the world’s most advanced 
business simulation tool. 

Get powerful results that let you excel. And accelerate. 
So go pick up your copy of 
ABC Flowcharter 6 today. Or if 
you want even more graphics 
power, you’ll find it bundled in 
ABC Graphics Suite'.” Just visit 
your favorite reseller today. 

Or call 800-428-8691 now. 
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MICROGRAFX 

www. micrografx. com 


COMPUSA 

800-266-7872 


! SOFTWARE 
SPECTRUM 

800-624-0503 


momvsoFvMve 

800-EGG-HEAD 


In Canada call 1 


0-8464. Copyright 1996© Micrografx Inc. All rights reserved. All trademarks are owned by their respective companies. 



















| HARDWARE: Connectix Color QuickCam • 3-D Video Cards from Number Nine and 
■ Diamond • N EC MultiSync M700 • TopSpin CD-ROM Server • ViewSonic 29GA • Cardinal MVP288XS 


IBM PC350, QuantexQP5/200 SM-2,Xi ComputerXi P400 MTower DP 


200MHz to the Max 


FILEBOX 


Put your power 
where the apps 
are. Today the 
applications are 
still with Windows 95. And if 
you need all the power a Pen¬ 
tium P5 chip can muster, three 
new 200MHz systems from 
Xi, IBM, and Quantex are 
good places to begin. 

End of the Line Intel’s 
200MHz CPU is not only the 
fastest P5, it also has the high¬ 
est clock speed you’ll ever see 
in that family of processors. 
Businesses have already begun 
the long-awaited migration to 
Windows NT—and, by corol¬ 
lary, to the Pentium Pro chip. 
Yet the lion’s share of business 
apps coming out this year will 
run under Windows 95, and 
the 200MHz Pentium runs 
Windows 95 as fast as or faster 
than the Pentium Pro. 

The latest 200MHz 
machines bear this up. The Xi 
P400 MTower DP is the fastest 
200MHz system we’ve tested. 
No surprise here: The machine 
features a 2.2GB Wide SCSI-3 
hard drive. It also supports two 
200MHz Pentium processors. 
A $699 option, the extra chip 
pops easily into one of the sys¬ 
tem’s two upgradable CPU 
sockets—a design aimed at 
high-end graphics users. 

The rest of the system is out¬ 
fitted accordingly. There’s a 
Matrox MGA Millennium 
video card with 4MB of Win¬ 
dow RAM for speedy true- 
color graphics, a 512K L2 
cache, a six-speed SCSI CD- 
ROM drive, and a 28.8Kbps fax 
modem. With 32MB of EDO 
RAM (expandable to 512MB), 
it costs $3,699—cheaper than 
many 166MHz Pentiums. 



Raging Trio: Three new 200MHz Pentium systems 
from (left to right) Quantex, IBM, and Xi each include 
32MB of RAM, a massive hard disk, and a fast 64-bit 
graphics card. Intel’s 200MHz CPU has the highest 
clock speed in the P5 family of processors. 


The 200MHz Edge 

Windows 95 Application Performance 


See How They Run: 

200MHz Pentiums 
are still the fastest 
way to run Windows 
95, although the 
performance gains 
over comparable 
166MHz systems are 
often modest. 


The same can’t be said of 
IBM’s PC 350. Though impres¬ 
sively fast, it will set you back 
$4,546. The same amount will 
get you a similarly configured 
Pentium Pro, which will carry 
you into the 32-bit future. 

Full Fare Our IBM unit 
came with Quantum’s 1.6GB 
EIDE Fireball hard drive, 
32MB of RAM, a six-speed 
CD-ROM drive, a Matrox 
MGA Millennium video card, 
and an infrared port. It also has 
IBM’s Wake-on-LAN, which 
lets network managers power 
up the system remotely for 


maintenance. Oddly, there’s 
no audio circuitry. 

As dollar value goes, nei¬ 
ther of these systems can beat 
the Quantex QP5/200 SM-2. 
Just look at what $3,049 buys 
you: 32MB of EDO RAM, a 
512K L2 cache, a 3.2GB EIDE 
hard drive, an eight-speed 
EIDE CD-ROM drive, 16-bit 
audio, a 28.8Kbps fax modem, 
and a 17-inch monitor. When 
you need maximum Windows 
95 performance on a mini¬ 
mum budget, Quantex’s 
QP5/200 SM-2 delivers a 
solid value. MARTY JEROME 


IBM PC 350 

irfrk 

Verdict: One of the fastest— 
and most expensive—200MHz 
Pentium systems. 

Pros: Advanced network 
technology; fast graphics 
performance. 

Cons: Steep price. 

Features as Tested:32MB of 
RAM, 1.6GB EIDE drive, Matrox 
MGA Millennium graphics card. 


$4,546 est. street price 
IBM Corp. 

[800) 426-2968 
Reader Service No. 684 

Quantex QP5/200 
SM-2 

'frkk 

Verdict: The most200MHz 
Pentium for the least. 

Pros: Superb dollarvalue. 
Cons: Performs only slightly 
betterthan a 166MHz Pentium. 
Features as Tested:32MB of 
RAM, 3.2GB EIDE drive, Matrox 
MGA Millennium graphics card. 


$3,049 est. street price 
Quantex 
[800) 787-8686 
Reader Service No. 68s 

Xi P400 MTower DP 

'tcfcfck 

Verdict: The fastest 200MHz 
P5 money can buy. 

Pros: Support fordual CPUs; 
SCSI throughput; great video. 
Cons: Not the cheapest. 
Features as Tested: 32MB 
of RAM, 2.2GB SCSI-3 drive, 
Matrox MGA Millennium 
graphics card. 


$3,699 est'street price 
Xi Computer 
(800) 432-0486 
Reader Service No. 686 
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MoiaiI HARDWARE: 

PlyW ' Connectix Color QuickCam 


One-Click Desktop Digital Video 




Live from Your PC: Still in the familiar round 
package, the Connectix Color QuickCam is a desktop 
digital camera and video-capture device in one. 

It includes a handful of tools for publishing color 
still images and video on the Internet. 

Web Portraits: 

The Connectix Color 
QuickCam’s self-timer 
feature gives you a few 
seconds to pose for perfect 
portrait shots. You can 
then edit your snapshots 
or broadcast the images 
via the Web at specified 
intervals. 




The QuickCam is back—this 
time in living color. Connectix 
brought digital imaging to the 
masses with its $99 billiard 
ball-size digital camera, which 
captures grayscale images and 
video from your desktop. 
Now Connectix has rolled out 
an updated version that packs 
full-scale color into the same 
round package for just $200. 
The Color QuickCam’s image 
quality can’t match that of 
more expensive digital cameras 
or video-capture cards, but if 
you need a one-stop, low-cost 
digital photography and video 
solution, it’s perfect. 

The Color QuickCam 
plugs into your keyboard and 
parallel ports simultaneously. 
Because most systems have 
only one parallel port, you’ll 
want to invest in a good switch 
box if you’re using a printer. 
Otherwise you’ll be pulling a 
hardware switcheroo every 
time you want to use the Color 
QuickCam. If you’re running 
Windows 95, check your sys¬ 
tem for port conflicts before 
installing the unit. 

Say Cheese Once it’s 
plugged in, the Color Quick¬ 
Cam couldn’t be easier to use. 
Like the previous version, the 
color unit comes with two soft¬ 
ware utilities, QuickPict and 
QuickMovie. QuickPict cap¬ 
tures still, color images at reso¬ 
lutions of 640 by 480 pixels at 
up to 24-bit color. Snapshot 
timing was a problem with the 
original QuickCam, so Con¬ 
nectix added a self-timer to this 
version. Now a countdown lets 
you prepare for your close-up 
photographs. 

QuickMovie records digital 
video with an equally simple 
set of controls. The original 
QuickCam lacked a good 
compression system and cap¬ 
tured video at low frame rates. 


Connectix solved that digital 
dilemma with its Video Digi¬ 
tally Enhanced Compression 
(VIDEC). This method lets users 
capture up to 24 fps depending 
on image size. However, if a 
non-QuickCam user wants to 
view a VIDEC-compressed 
movie, the file has to be decom¬ 
pressed before it’s sent, or the 
user must have the decompres¬ 
sor on his or her computer (it’s 
available for download on the 
Connectix Web site at 
www.connectix .com). 

While the image and video 
tools have improved they 
could still use some refine¬ 
ment. The size and resolution 
of the video you can capture is 


limited. Images are sharpest 
when displayed in the stan¬ 
dard 1-inch-by-l-inch win¬ 
dow. You can enlarge the 
capture window but images 
become grainy. Instead of 
using a camera-based zoom 
lens, the Color QuickCam’s 
zoom feature is software 
based, meaning it has only a 
few ratios to choose from. 

See You Online The 
Color QuickCam’s Web and 
conferencing features are big 
strengths, making the camera 
compatible with several video- 
conferencing programs, includ¬ 
ing Connectix’s VideoPhone 
software and White Pine’s 
Enhanced CU-SeeMe. If you 
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Color QuickCam 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A fast, affordable way 
to capture color images and 
video from your desktop. 

Pros: Ultracheap digital video 
and photography in one. 

Cons: Image quality isn’t as 
refined as that of many still- 
image cameras; the unit is 
tethered to your parallel port. 
Competition: Digital 
cameras like the Kodak Digital 
Science DC20 come close in 
price and are portable, but 
they’re strictly for still images. 
Several video-capture cards, 
including the WinnovVideum, 
use any VHS video recorder to 
capture full-screen color video 
for around $300. 

System Requirements: 
Windows 3.1 or Windows 95, 

486 CPU, 8MB of RAM. 

Features as Tested: 

5.8mm adjustable-focus lens, 
48-degree angle of view, 24-bit 
color, VIDEC compression. 


$200 est. street price 
Connectix Corp. 

(80® 950-5880, (415) 571 -5100 
Reader Service No. 687 

want to broadcast pictures 
from a Web site, QuickPict 
includes an improved Auto 
Capture feature that takes pic¬ 
tures at specified intervals. The 
Color QuickCam also comes 
with QuickCards Limited, a 
multimedia greeting-card pro¬ 
gram, as well as an America 
Online add-on that lets you 
easily e-mail images to other 
AOL members. 

The Color QuickCam isn’t 
the ultimate in digital cameras, 
nor is it a production-quality 
digital video device. But if you 
need a little of both, the Color 
QuickCam gives you an eyeful 
of color digital power at a ter¬ 
rific price. JULIE POLITO 

Poor Unacceptable 

SEPTEMBER 1996 
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Choose Corel for creative style 
that gets your Web site noticed! 

Corel® WEB.DES1GNER —Powerful Web page publishing 
9 Convert most popular word-processor files to HTML using Corel® WEB.Transit 
9 Choose from more than 100 professionally designed templates 
© Create links, bookmarks, hotspots, forms and more 
© Link your Web page with hyperlinks and image hotspots 
©Table support 

CoreP WEB.MOVE — Create exciting animations and bring your Web pages to life 
© Supports numerous formats including Java™ Applets and animated GIFs 
9 Includes over 2,000 actors, props and sounds 
CoreP WEB.DRAW — Utilize the power of CorelDRAW™ 5 technology 
© Vector-based hyperlinks with most recent URL drop list 
© Client-side image mapping produces .MAP and complete .HTM files 
CoreP WEB. WORLD — Transform your Web site into a virtual reality visitors i 

- Over 100 pre-designed models 
© Seamlessly integrate video, images, audio and text 
© Hyperactive links connect visitors to other worlds, Web pages and more 

CoreP WEB.GALLERY — Over 7,500 Internet-ready clipart images 

- Drag and drop any file into your document 
© Visual Multimedia File Manager 


Includes: 

Corel WEB. DESIGNER 
Corel® WEB.MOVE 
Corel® WEB.DRAW 
Corel® WEB. WORLD 
Corel® WEB.GALLERY 
Corel® WEB.Transit 


ft explore 

Runs on 
Windows’ 3.lx, 
Windows® 95 and 
Windows NT™ 3.51 or higher 


COMP! 


THC COMPUTER SUPCRSTORE ~ 

1-800-COMPUSA 

1-800-266-7872 




Circle 224 on reader service card. USSpl “ s ” 









MoujI HARDWARE: 

ncW! Number Nine Imagine 128 Series 2 vs. Diamond Stealth 3D 2000 


Graphics Go to New Depths 



Feels Real: Graphics cards from Diamond (left) and 
Number Nine include onboard 3-D acceleration. The 
Stealth 3D 2000 is a gamer’s dream; the Imagine 128 
Series 2 is ideal for video and high-end graphics. 


Speedy 3-D Cards 

Windows 95 Performance 


Number Nine Imagine 128 Series 2 



Diamond Stealth 3D 2000 


NOTE: GRAPHICS WINMARK IS A TEST THAT MEASURES 
VIDEO PERFORMANCE UNDER WINDOWS 95. 


Think Fast: 

Thanks to its 128- 
bit graphics chip, 
the Imagine 128 
Series 2 has an 
edge over the 
Stealth 3D 2000 
when running 
standard Windows 
95 applications. 


Live-action soft- 

ticularly games 
and multimedia titles—is no 
longer the stuff of technology 
demonstrations and super¬ 
computer applications. It’s 
here, and software is only part 
of the equation. New video 
cards are pushing pixels to new 
heights—and depths. 

Two of the first new cards 
out of the block are the Dia¬ 
mond Multimedia Stealth 3D 
2000 and the Number Nine 
Imagine 128 Series 2. The 
Stealth 3D 2000 is a 3-D itera¬ 
tion of the company’s popular 
Stealth 64 card, while the 
Imagine 128 Series 2 is the sec¬ 
ond edition of the sophisti¬ 
cated 128-bit Imagine 128. 
Both remain graphics accelera¬ 
tors at the core, but now they 
have 3-D features that bring 
out the best in still and ani¬ 
mated graphics. 

High Speed, Low Cost 
The Stealth 3D 2000 is a 64-bit 
card that possesses two of the 
qualities we like best in graph¬ 
ics cards: speed and affordabil¬ 
ity (it costs $199). That’s 
nothing new for Diamond’s 
line of accelerators, but the 
Stealth 3D 2000 uses S3’s new 
Virge accelerator chip. This 
chip includes a 3-D rendering 
engine that uses texture map¬ 
ping, filtering, blending, and 
Z-buffering (to speed the 
removal of hidden surfaces for 
more 3-D-like objects). The 
result? You get more life out 
of 3-D games and animations. 

The Stealth’s PCI-bus board 
comes with several Stealth 
3D-accelerated games. Dia¬ 
mond also says it will supply 
its customers with Microsoft’s 
Direct3D drivers when they 
become available later this year. 
Drivers for Indeo, Cinepak, 


and software MPEG are 
already in the box. 

It’s a board that quite liter¬ 
ally grows with your needs. 
Diamond will soon offer a 
hardware MPEG daughtercard 
for $129 that snaps onto the 
2000 card. There’s also a TV 
tuner option on the way for the 
same price. And its 2MB of 
EDO dynamic RAM (DRAM) 
can be upgraded to 4MB. The 
card’s standard configuration 
supports resolutions of up to 
1,600 by 1,200 pixels in 256 
colors, or 800 by 600 pixels in 
16.7 million colors (true color). 

Video Star Like its prede¬ 
cessor, the Imagine 128 Series 2 
specializes in processing large 
numbers of pixels, making it a 


better choice for video—espe¬ 
cially at high resolutions— 
than 64-bit cards like the 
Stealth 3D 2000. This 128-bit 
card can do true color even at 
its maximum resolution of 
1,600 by 1,200 pixels. It’s faster 
than Diamond’s card and 
accelerates motion-video play¬ 
back as well as or better than 
any graphics card out there. 

You pay a price for top- 
notch performance—$699 in 
this case. But if you’re looking 
for bargains. Number Nine 
offers the 9FX Reality 332 
card, which is similar to the 
Stealth 3D 2000 (it uses the 
same S3 Virge chip) and costs 
less than $200. A more afford¬ 
able DRAM version of the 


FILEBOX 


Imagine 128 
Series 2 

ttrfia inir 

Verdict: A superb if pricey 
all-around 3-D graphics 
accelerator. 

Pros: Great performance;' 
resolutions of up to 1,600 by 
1,200 pixels; big video boost. 
Cons: An expensive ticket 
to ride. 


$699 est. street price 
Number Nine Visual Technology 
(800)438-6463 
Reader Service No. 688 

Stealth 3D 2000 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A terrific 3-D gaming 
card and Windows accelerator 
at an affordable price. 

Pros: Low price; good 3-D 
game performance; optional 
MPEG upgrade. 

Cons: Standard memory is a 
modest 2MB of EDO RAM. 


$199 est. street price 
Diamond Multimedia Systems 
(800) 468-5846 
Reader Service No. 689 


Imagine 128 Series 2 should be 
available this fall. 

The Series 2 card, using 
Number Nine’s own 128-bit 
accelerator, also has many 3-D 
rendering features built in for 
better graphics and animation. 
Like Diamond, Number Nine 
will make Direct3D drivers 
available when Microsoft final¬ 
izes the technology. 

Of course, there are plenty 
of uses for 3-D beyond 
games—computer-aided 
design and 3-D modeling 
come to mind—and the Imag¬ 
ine 128 Series 2 card has the 
edge there. But if games are 
driving your bus, the afford¬ 
able Stealth 3D 2000 card is a 
better bet. CHRIS O’MALLEY 
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■| a I HARDWARE: 

PIcW! N EC Technologies MultiSync M700 

Multimedia, Loud and Clear 



NEC is making some noise 
with its 17-inch MultiSync 
M700 monitor. This new mul¬ 
timedia eye-opener adds an 
improved tube, video enhance¬ 
ments, built-in speakers, and 
an integrated microphone—all 
for under $900. 

The M700 presents a sharp 
picture with vivid color, thanks 
to its 0.25mm mask pitch and 
NEC’s new CromaClear tube. 
The monitor has a 15.6-inch 
viewable screen and supports 
resolutions of up to 1,280 by 
1,024 pixels. But like all 17- 
inch monitors, it’s best suited 
for 1,024 by 768 pixels. 

The monitor’s onscreen con¬ 
trols let you adjust the image 
and- sound quality, and it has 
sound modes for music, video, 
games, and everyday work. 
One thing the M700 lacks is an 
external volume knob for quick 
sound adjustments. 


The integrated 2-watt speak¬ 
ers mean there’s a smaller foot¬ 
print on your desktop. But 
you’ll sacrifice sound quality 
for space—the speakers are 
slightly tinny and sound is 


distorted at high volumes. 

A high-quality 17-inch mon¬ 
itor paired with powerful speak¬ 
ers costs only about $100 more 
than the M700. Until speaker 
quality improves, monitors 


Compact Devices TopSpin CD-ROM Server 

Share CDs on the Net 



CD Share: Give everyone on the 
network-or your Web site-access 
to CDs with TopSpin CD-ROM Server. 


It’s no secret that CD-ROMs 
are the best way to bring multi¬ 
ple megabytes of information 
and applications to the desktop. 
But buying all 500 employees 
their own CD-ROM drive? 
Talk about draining your bud¬ 
get. One alternative is to get a 
networked CD-ROM drive. 
It’s cheaper, easier to manage, 
and gives everyone on the net¬ 
work easy access to CDs. 
Compact Devices’ $795 Top- 
Spin CD-ROM Server is a great 
way to connect up to seven 
CD-ROM drives to your Eth¬ 
ernet LAN. 

We configured the TopSpin 
to act as a NetWare server, but it 
can also be configured as a Web 


server or a Network 
File System server 
for Unix. The Top- 
Spin Server doesn’t 
require you to bring 
down an existing 
file server, purchase 
a dedicated server, 
or provide client 
workstations with 
special drivers. With 
NetWare you can 
easily map the Top- 
Spin’s CD-ROM 
volumes to your desktop. And 
because the TopSpin can func¬ 
tion as a Web server, you can 
manage and access it through 
any HTML browser such as 
Netscape Navigator. 


Network bandwidth is 
always a concern, but because 
TopSpin doesn’t tax existing 
file-server resources we didn’t 
see an effect on network per¬ 
formance. If you’ve already 
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FILEBOX 


MultiSync M700 

irfck 

Verdict: A fine multimedia 
monitor with built-in speakers. 
Pros: Packs screen and 
speakers into a small space; 
excellent picture quality. ■ 
Cons: Audio could be better. 
Features as Tested: 15.6- 
inch viewable screen; 0.25mm 
mask pitch; 2-watt speakers; 
microphone; headphone port; 
onscreen controls; Energy Star- 
and NUTEK-compatible. 


$899 est. street price 
NEC Technologies 
[8001632-4636 
Reader Service No. 690 

with integrated speakers will 
remain the exception, not the 
rule. Even so, the NEC Multi¬ 
Sync M700 is the best multi- 
media monitor we’ve seen for 
the price. JULIE POLITO 


FILEBOX 


TopSpin CD-ROM 
Server 

Verdict: A simple way to share 
CDs over a LAN or the Internet. 
Pros: Multiprotocol support; 
efficient and priced right. 

Cons: Tricky installation. 

$795 est. street price 
Compact Devices 
[800} 894-0519, (4081255-4200 
Reader Service No. 691 

invested in CD-ROM drives 
and need an inexpensive, easy 
way to daisy-chain up to seven 
of them for your workgroup, 
TopSpin CD-ROM Server is a 
top choice. RICH SCHWERIN 
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The Web 

without 
the wait 


AS/400 Advanced Series 


Now, there’s a faster way to move your business to 
the Internet, while avoiding timely and costly delays: 
AS/400* Advanced Series. 

With Internet Connection for AS/400, you can quickly 
transform your AS/400 into a Web server. Create a home 
page. Develop new Web applications without retraining 
staff. Even automatically Web-enable over 25,000 AS/400 
applications. On the fly. Without having to rewrite your 

the Internet is integrated into the architecture of AS/400, 


doing business on the Web takes a lot less work. Not to 
mention, a lot less time. 

Add to that its proven reliability and security features 
and you’ll see why AS/400 Advanced Series isn’t only a 
faster way to the Web, but a safer one, as well. 

If your business is ready for the Web, start with a Web 
server that’s ready to go. For more information, visit us at 
www.as400.ibm.com/connect or call 1 800 IBM-4Y0U, 
Priority Code GAS6B001. 


Solutions for a small 


planet'” IBM 






■klnuil HARDWARE: 

ncW! ViewSonic 29GA 


Picture-perfect Presentations 



When it comes to business pre¬ 
sentations, looks are every¬ 
thing. To dazzle clients with 
sight and sound you need the 
right hardware. Multimedia 
projectors don’t match the 
color and video of standard 
monitors. Use a desktop mon¬ 
itor, though, and your audi¬ 
ence will hover around the 
screen as if it were a campfire in 
0-degree weather. The View¬ 
Sonic 29GA monitor is a great 
new alternative. It’s not a 
portable solution, but its sharp 
picture and audio will make 
your next in-house presenta¬ 
tion shine. 

With a black bezel and 27- 
inch viewable screen, the 29GA 
looks more like a TV than a 
monitor. It supports resolu¬ 
tions of up to 1,280 by 1,024 
pixels. The 5-watt speakers 
built into each side of the bezel 


produce good sound with little 
distortion. But they’re not very 
loud—with a large audience 
you’ll want to supplement them 
with more powerful speakers. 
The 29GA has video outlets for 
RCA and S-video sources, plus 


audio jacks. Also onboard are 
controls for volume and screen 
adjustments, all of which are 
duplicated on the straightfor¬ 
ward remote control. 

The screen size and speaker 
strength of the 29GA are best 


Cardinal Technologies MVP288XS 

Small-Office Smart Phone 



Speak Up: The new Cardinal 
MVP288XS handles all your voice 
and data communications. 


In a small or home office, a 
modem and phone can be as 
essential as electricity. The 
Cardinal MVP288XS packs a 
V.34 data-fax modem, a full- 
duplex speakerphone, Radish’s 
VoiceView technology, caller- 
identification support, and 
additional telephony wizardry 
into one compact package. 

With a smart nod to usabil¬ 
ity, the MVP288XS includes 
Cardinal’s Modem Comman¬ 
der, an icon-based setup and 
configuration center a la Win¬ 
dows 95’s Control Panel. 

The MVP288XS also has 
productivity-enhancing soft¬ 
ware like Clearwave’s Intellect 
Lite, an automated voice-mail 
and phone-management app. 


With the included caller- 
identification support, Intellect 
Lite acts like a sophisticated 
voice-mail system with prior¬ 
ity call exceptions. The MVP 
also comes with Global Village 
Communications’ FaxWorks, 
a basic fax-management tool. 


Although FaxWorks 
is adequate, serious 
fax users will want to 
upgrade to Delrina’s 
WinFax Pro. 

The modem sup¬ 
ports VoiceView, a 
technology that lets 
you switch between 
voice and data com¬ 
munications. For 
SOHO offices on a 
budget, it’s like having 
two phone lines in one. 

At only $299 the MVP offers 
more features than its higher- 
priced competitors. If your tele¬ 
phone and modem are essential 
to your business, the MVP will 
be a nice addition to your 
arsenal. RICH SCHWERIN 
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FILEBOX 


ViewSonic 29GA 

ikidrk 

Verdict: A great investment for 
in-house presentations. 

Pros: Good sound;cheaper 
than a multimedia projector. 
Cons: Not very portable. 
Features as Tested: 

27-inch viewable screen, 80MHz 
refresh rate, 5-watt speakers, 
Energy Star compliant. 


$2,795 est. street price 
ViewSonic 

Reader Service No. 692 


suited for smaller audiences. 
And because lugging a 29-inch 
monitor through an airport 
isn’t realistic, an LCD projec¬ 
tor is still a better, albeit 
pricey, alternative for traveling 
presentations, julie polito 


FILEBOX 


Cardinal 

MVP288XS 

Verdict: A 28.8Kbps modem 
and speakerphone in one— 
software included. 

Pros: Full-duplex 
speakerphone; easy to set up. 
Cons: VoiceView standard may 
be replaced by Digital 
Si m ulta neous Voice a nd Data 
(DSVD); limited fax features. 
Features: Radish's VoiceView; 
Global Village’s FaxWorks; 
Clearwave’s Intellect Lite; 
Cardinal's Modem Commander. 


$299 est. street price 
Cardinal Technologies 
[800] 775-0899, [717} 293-3000 
Reader Service No. 693 
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Presenting The Next Generation 
Of Intelligent Manageability. 








VI 


t 


* 




ATION Of 


J 


what? 



I 


Thermal 


I’m no wimp. But, 
it’s pretty hot in here. 
Can someone turn 
the thermostat down? 



Think of it as a crystal ball cleverly disguised as a computer. The 
new Compaq Deskpro with our newest thinking on Intelligent 
Manageability lets you manage the desktops on your network from 
one location. Suddenly you’re Master of the Universe. You’ll be fore¬ 
warned if a hard drive’s about to fail, whether on another floor or 
in another time zone. As before, the Deskpro backs up data on the 
network in case of failure. But now, a new PD-CD drive backup 
preserves your data locally. You can take inventory of all your hard¬ 
ware and software from one location. There’s also a thermal sensor 
that monitors the CPU’s temperature, plus another sensor in the 
hood that alerts the support desk if anyone’s tampered 
with it. This is a computer that fully understands 
Murphy’s Law. So what does our new Intelligent 
Manageability give you that wasn’t readily available 
before? Even more control. 


M SSSaSSEEISSttE ^0 
_ 


The new Compaq Deskpro with Intelligent Manageability. 


COMPAQ 
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Can You Place A Value On Intelligei 


To our way of thinking, Intelligent Manage¬ 
ability wouldn’t be all that intelligent if it cost a 
small fortune, so we’ve worked hard to make the 


new Deskpro line not only affordable to purchase, 
but affordable to operate. And that’s over the 
life cycle of your desktops. 

By design, ours is based on open industry stan¬ 
dards that ensure compatibility and integration 
with any network. We’ve also forged partnerships 
with Microsoft, Novell, Intel and others to give IS 
managers a broader range of integrated solutions. 
To minimize installation and configuration time, we 
provide an upgradeable integrated NIC and network- 
ready software. This protects your 
investment and allows for growth. 


L 



PENTIUM.PRO 








It Starts At Around $1,100.* 


J 


Of course, we wouldn’t set you up and leave you 
hanging. Maintaining a Deskpro on your network 
is easy with continually updated support software 
that we deliver via our Web site and CDs. Servic¬ 
ing is a snap too, thanks to a quick-release CPU 
hood and accessible components. Equally impres¬ 
sive are the high-performance features. Up to 
Pentium* Pro 200 processors. Fast EDO memory. 
Choice of EIDE and Ultra SCSI hard drives. Opti¬ 
mized performance with Windows 95 (including 
Microsoft Internet Explorer) and Windows NT.** 
What’s more, the new Deskpro has 64-bit 
high-speed graphics, perfect for any moni — auiiisii 
tor, including our new V70 IT (15.67'viewable). 1 


Ultimately what you get with Intelligent Manage¬ 
ability is lowered cost of ownership. Add to that 
a three-year warranty, plus dedicated toll-free 
technical support that’s open for business seven 
days a week, 24 hours a day. 

When it comes to managing desktops on your 
network, you’ll be hard pressed to find a more 
intelligent buy. For more information, visit us at 
www.compaq.com, or call 1-800-392-8883. 



COMPAQ. 


Has It Changed Your Life Yet? 













The only Internet-ready 
network on the planet 
comes straioht out 
of this little 
hex. 



Introducing LANtastic 7.0 

That’s right, the updated LANtastic 8 7.0 comes complete with instant Internet access. Not to mention improved 
memory handling, more speed, expanded communications, and new WAN connectivity features. We’ve also 
added our exclusive i-Share™ technology which allows multiple users to work simultaneously off a single phone 
line, modem and Internet account. LANtastic 7.0. Yeah, it’s pretty cool. 



Artisoft 


Circle 137 on reader service card. 




1 SOFTWARE: Deneba Canvas 5 • Symantec Norton Administrator Suite- 
■ Essential Edition • Lotus Organizer 97 


Lotus Components Starter Pack 

Extend the Power of Lotus Notes 



Lotus Notes is 
under siege and 
the Internet is the 
battleground. 
Web juggernauts like Netscape 
and Microsoft claim that their 
Internet-standard applications 
can do everything Notes can, at 
a small fraction of the cost and 
hassle. Lotus has responded 
with a frenzy of extensions for 
Notes 4.0, which deliver Web 
browsing features and highly 
secure Internet connections. 
Lotus’s next line of attack lies 
in Lotus Components—Notes 
plug-ins that dramatically 
extend the types of data that can 
reside in Notes documents. 

Active Applets There’s 
no limit to the number of 
components that can be added 
to Notes, and the six in the 
Lotus Components Starter 
Pack are a demonstration of 
what Lotus hopes will become 
a long list including third- 
party add-ins. The Starter 
Pack will be free or cost no 
more than $49 per license. 

The add-on integrates well 
with Notes. Click on the Com¬ 
ponents drop-down menu, 
choose an item from the list, 
and a data object like a spread¬ 
sheet appears inside the docu¬ 
ment window. Although the 
embedded data looks like part 
of the Notes document, a click 
within the object’s borders 
activates the component and 
subtly alters Notes’ toolbars. 

Jump Start We used the 
Starter Pack’s six components 
to create charts, drawings, 
spreadsheets, and project 
schedules. There’s a compo¬ 
nent that embeds a file viewer, 
and another that adds com¬ 
ments, sticky-note style, to 


Notes messages. Because these 
components are ActiveX con¬ 
trols that rely on OLE embed¬ 
ding (as opposed to linking), a 
component and all its data are 
stored as part of the document 
it lives in. Shifting between the 
main Notes document and an 
embedded object was smooth 
and quick in our tests. 

The pack also includes a 
template builder, which lets 
developers create ready-made 
Notes documents. You could 
create a spreadsheet-based bud¬ 
get template, for example. 

Any Notes client on any 


platform (including Macintosh, 
OS/2, and Unix) can view a 
Component object. Creating or 
editing objects, though, is a 
Windows-only activity, requir¬ 
ing the 32-bit Windows 95 or 
Windows NT client for Notes 
Release 4.1 or later. 

We were impressed by how 
smoothly these components 
worked, but there are a few 
costs worth noting. Embed¬ 
ding a data object takes a 
healthy chunk of storage (at 
least 40K per document) 
because the entire applet has 
to be stored in the document. 
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FILEBOX 


Lotus Components 
Starter Pack 

irkMrk 

Verdict: A superior collection 
of tools for extending the 
power of Lotus Notes. 

Pros: Easy to use and 
customize; useful set of applets; 
powerful programming support 
to create you r own tern plates 
and applets. 

Cons: Creating or editing 
components requires Windows 
95 or NTclient; editing . 
doesn't work with Macintosh, 
OS/2, or Unix clients, or Web 
browsers; embedding objects 
in a Notes document takes 
at least 40K. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 95 (12MB of RAM 
minimum, 16MB recommended) 
or Windows NTWorkstation 3.51 
(16MB of RAM minimum, 20MB 
recommended); 486 CPU; 12MB 
of hard disk space; 32-bit Lotus 
Notes Release 4.1. 


From free to $49 per license 
Lotus Development Corp. 
[8003 555-5921 
Reader Service No. joj 


Squeezing respectable perfor¬ 
mance out of the Notes and 
Components combination 
requires a lot of horsepower— 
on both the client and server 
ends. Notes’ admirable cross¬ 
platform support takes a hit 
here, too, because Macintosh, 
OS/2, and Unix clients can’t 
use Components except as pas¬ 
sive viewers. Most telling of all, 
these extensions do nothing 
to enhance communications 
between Notes and Internet 
users, a fact that Netscape and 
Microsoft will be sure to 
remind you of. ED BOTT 
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MoiAll SOFTWARE: 

IvGvY. Deneba Canvas 5 

Draw, Paint, and Publish 



Remember simple 
drawing pro¬ 
grams? You may 
soon have only 
those memories, since many 
drawing programs are turning 
into multifaceted graphics 
powerhouses that include pro¬ 
fessional illustration, image¬ 
editing, and design tools. 
Deneba Canvas 5 is the latest 
to make this transition. 

It’s been a slow metamor¬ 
phosis for Canvas—painfully 
slow for faithful Canvas users. 
Deneba first began publicly 
showing and talking about 
Canvas 5 more than a' year ago 
but only recently began 
showing the product (for both 
Windows and Macintosh plat¬ 
forms). And anyone hoping 
Deneba would stay close to its 
roots and simply refine the 
already fine drawing tools will 
likely be disappointed—or 
overwhelmed. But if you’re a 
more-the-merrier type when 
it comes to features, there’s 
plenty to be merry about here. 

Picture This Canvas 5 
builds on its solid foundation 
of drawing tools, which have 
long been admired for their 
technical precision rather than 
their creative flair, and adds key 
components in several areas: 
image editing, typographic 
effects, document design, and 
presentation tools. 

Canvas is now more open to 
the graphics world around it, 
too: You can import or export 
most graphics file types, includ¬ 
ing Photoshop, FreeHand, 
EPS, GIF, and JPEG. You can 
use Photoshop-compatible 
plug-in filters, including Kai’s 
Power Tools. And Canvas con¬ 
verts raster images to vector 
graphics with autotracing. You 
can also scan images directly 
into Canvas 5 with any 
TWAIN-compatible device. 


Noticeably ■ missing—and 
originally promised for this 
edition—are special features 
for Web page design. There are 
no HTML import or export 
filters, much less any Web 
design extras. 

The image-editing tools in 
Canvas 5, including those for 
painting, provide all the 
expected controls and effects. 
And there are extras too, such 
as pressure-sensitive brushes, 
special-effect filters, and color 
curves. Canvas’s typographic 
and document design tools 
shine even brighter, with an 
appealing combination of cre¬ 
ativity (for example, typing 
directly on shapes and curves) 
and control (font sizes from 1 
to 32,768 points in 0.01-point 


increments). There are also 
hundreds of document tem¬ 
plates and more than 2,000 
each of TrueType and Post¬ 
Script Type 1 fonts to help 
you get started—and fin¬ 
ished—quickly. 

Quick Art There is a simi¬ 
larly deep reservoir of draw¬ 
ing tools at your disposal. The 
package comes with more 
than 20,000 pieces of object- 
based clip art (including many 
architectural and engineering 
items), though you can create 
your own if you want. Canvas 
5 has as robust and exacting a 
set of drawing and design 
tools as you’ll find in any pro¬ 
fessional graphics package. 

Canvas 5 does a good job 
of integrating its many new 
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Canvas 5 

krtdrk 

Verdict: A powerful and 
comprehensive professional 
graphics toolkit. 

Pros: Consistently exacting 
and flexible drawingtools. 
Cons: No Web page design 
features. 

Competition: ABC Graphics 
Suite, CorelDraw, FreeHand, 
and Illustrator offer similar 
high-end illustration and 
image-editingfeatures—and 
more in the way of animation, 
presentation, and Internet 
authoringtools. Canvas 5, 
however, combines all its 
features into an approachable 
and integrated package. 
System Requirements: 
Windows 95 or Windows NT, 
16MB of RAM, 15MB of hard 
disk space. 


$600 list price; $150 upgrade 
(free if Canvas 3.5 was 
purchased after July 1,1995] 
Deneba Software 
(305} 596-5644 
Reader Service No. yo6 


features into an approachable 
product. Elements like its 
floating toolbox and tabbed 
palettes give Canvas 5 flexibil¬ 
ity and a pleasant ease of use. 
Although this is hardly a 
beginner’s tool—there are no 
wizards, for example—it’s not 
unduly complex. 

If you need more basic or 
specialized drawing tools, you 
may want to look at programs 
such as CorelDraw or Visio. 
And there’s probably nothing 
so compelling here that you’d 
want to switch from FreeHand 
or Illustrator. But Canvas 5 is a 
big step forward for current 
Canvas users and an approach¬ 
able one-stop solution for any¬ 
one who creates professional 
graphics. chris O’Malley 
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✓ “^j ^ M J Just open up a 

m HoTMetaL template 

"I /^y^V I /^\ ■ and start typing 

i J U III V>/ V J I 1 1 Import your word 

V-x ^ * V -# v processing files and 

^ J convert them to Web 

. ^ T 1 W7 1 pages automatically 

treating rages tor the Web 




Creating 
Great Looking 
Pages is a Snap 

Simply point and click 
to add frames, Java, 

OLE, or any of the 
latest browser 
extensions to your 
Web documents 


Drag and drop to 


add multimedia 


and polish 


your graphics 


right inside 


HoTMetaL 


Why struggle when you can use the 
easiest, most powerful Web publishing 
software, SoftQuad HoTMetaL PRO 3.0 

Stop battling with complex codes and cryptic HTML commands. 
Just open a file and start creating. With its intuitive drag-and-drop 
interface, WYSIWYG display, automatic file conversion to HTML 
and ready-to-use templates & sample files, SoftQuad 

HoTMetaL PRO 3.0 makes Web publishing 
a snap. And because | |\| EW L p p |( j | 


HoTMetaL PRO 3.0 
| is packed with the 
most complete set 
of power publishing 
tools available, there’s 
limit to the kinds of 
exciting pages you can build. 


Simply the best way to 
create Web pages 


From the makers of the 
| award-winning HoTMetaL PRO 2.0 


fcStf SoftQuad 

http://www.softquad.com 


Available now at these and other software outlets: 
g* T COMPWri ««* Fry’s Electronics and Media Play. 

For more information: In North America, call toll free: 1-800-360-8454 In the U.K. and Europe, call: +44 (0)181 236 1001 
Want to know more? Go to http://www.softquad.com/ad12.htm for details, system requirements and specials. 


•Price in US dollars, plus shipping, handling and applicable taxes. If you purchased HoTMetaL PRO 2.0 after March 18,1996 for $99 US or more, then you can upgrade to HoTMetaL PRO 3.0 for free, 

Circle 222 on reader service card. 








NoiAfl SOFTWARE: 

nCW. Symantec Norton Administrator Suite-Essential Edition 


Master Your Network 



Command Central: Symantec Norton Administrator 
Suite provides an extensive collection of tools for 
keeping NT and NetWare networks running smoothly. 


Sometimes you have to act like 
a superhero to be a good net¬ 
work administrator. You have 
to be vigilant, quick to respond, 
and wield extraordinary pow¬ 
ers to protect users from disas¬ 
ter. Helping you to become the 
system savior you’ve always 
wanted to be, Symantec has 
released Norton Administrator 
Suite—Essential Edition, a col¬ 
lection of network management 
tools with more nifty gadgets 
than on Batman’s utility belt. 

From the console applica¬ 
tion, a network administrator 
can analyze and manage an 
entire LAN. Want to know 
what kind of hardware and soft¬ 
ware your company uses? Need 
to install a new e-mail package 
on 20 machines? The click of a 
button is all it takes. Norton 
AntiVirus and license-metering 
components are also included. 

Norton Administrator Suite 
comes with client software for 


Windows, DOS, OS/2, and 
Macintosh platforms. Unfor¬ 
tunately, Macintosh support 
isn’t fully integrated and 
requires a separate console 
application. And although the 
suite supports several types of 
servers, it is definitely designed 
for NetWare, a limitation that 


could annoy Windows NT 
Server administrators. 

Every network administra¬ 
tor should have a collection of 
tools like this. However, 
Norton Administrator Suite 
has so many tools that novice 
administrators might be over¬ 
whelmed. A more streamlined 


FILEBOX 


Norton 

Administrator 
Suite—Essential 
Edition 

itkkk 

Verdict: Takes the guesswork 
out of managing a network. 
Pros: Wide selection of tools; 
supports multiple platforms. 
Cons: NetWare-centric; not for 
novice administrators. 


$635 for ten users 
Symantec 
(800)441-7234 
Reader Service No. 707 


interface and an implementa¬ 
tion guide would help. Also, 
your business manager might 
balk at the price ($635 for ten 
users). But overall, Norton 
Administrator Suite is a pow¬ 
erful set of tools to keep your 
network running at full 
steam. J. w. davis 


Lotus Organizer 97 

In Touch and On Time 



Personal Assistant: Lotus 
Organizer 97 adds a networked 
address book and scheduling. 


Pitch your Post-it 
notes and toss 
your Rolodex. 
The Windows 95 
version of Lotus’s friendly 
information manager, Orga¬ 
nizer 97, may be just the excuse 
you need to finally move from 
paper to the PC for managing 
your address book, schedules, 
and to-do lists. 

Organizer’s familiar cus¬ 
tomizable datebook format is 
still in place, with several 
improvements. The calendar 
section has easy-to-read daily, 
weekly, monthly, and yearly 
views that are fully editable. 
The notepad section supports 


rich text format, so you can 
change font size, typeface, and 
color. You can also share 
schedules and address books 
across a network. 

Meetings or addresses can 
be linked to documents from 


outside applications. 
And you can drag and 
drop most elements on 
a page into other parts 
of Organizer. 

The little touches that 
distinguish Organizer 
are still around in the 
new version. It still lets 
you organize the anni¬ 
versary section by 
Zodiac sign, for exam¬ 
ple, and the trash can bursts into 
flames when you delete some¬ 
thing. Do you need these fea¬ 
tures? No, but they help make 
Organizer 97 what it is—a fun 
place to park your personal 
information. JULIE POLITO 
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Lotus Organizer 97 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: The friendliest 
personal information manager 
makes the move to Windows 95. 
Pros: Drag-and-drop 
scheduling; networked address 
book and schedule sharing. 
Cons: No Internet or Web 
address book. 

System Requirements: 

Windows 95 or Windows NT 
3.51,486 CPU, 8MB of RAM, 

15MB of hard disk space. 


$79 est. street price; $49 upgrade 
Lotus Development Corp. 
(800)343-5414 
Reader Service No. 70 S 
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FINALLY, A LINE OF MULTIMEDIA NOTEBOOKS FOR PEOPLE 
WHO KNOW TFIAT MONEY DOES NOT GROW ON TREES. 




INTRODUCING THE* 
A FINE OF AFFORDABLE, MUFTI/ 


Echos P100C 


Echos P100E 


Pentium 1 OOMHz processor > 

PCI Bus, 256KL2 cache 

8MBstd./40MBmax. RAM; 1.3GB removable HDD 
11.3 " DSTN display; 800x600 SVGA resolution 
Multi-Junction bay: 6X CD-ROM (std.), 
modular FDD (std.), second battery (opt.) 

Est. Street Price: 



In 1965 we invented the world’s first desktop 


Pentium 1 OOMHz processor 
PCI Bus, 2S6KL2 cache 

8MBstd./40MBmax. RAM; 1.3GB removable HDD 
10.4" TFT display; 800x600 SVGA resolution 
Multi-Junction bay: 6X CD-ROM (std.), 
modular FDD (std.), second battery (opt.) 

Est. Street Price: 



And over the last 30 years our continued dedication 



pentium 


innovation has grown our company into one of Europe’s top PC manufacturers. Now we’re introducing in I 
the U.S. the award-winning line of powerful and truly affordable multimedia notebooks. The Ecm I 
series, from Olivetti.® From the entry level notebook to our 133MHz model, the Echos line delii I 
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IjECHOS SERIES: 

1IDIA NOTEBOOKS, FROM OLIVETTI. 


Echos P120E 


Pentium 120MHzf 
PCI Bus, 2S6K L2 cache 
8MBstd./40MBmax.MM; 1,3GB removable HDD 
K . H-3" TFT display; 800x600 SVGA resolution 
K : Multi-Junction bay: 6X CD-ROM (std.), 
mr modular FDD (std.), second battery (opt.) 

Est. Street Price: 


Echos P133S 

Pentium I33MHz processor 
PCI Bus, 256KL2 cache 

16MBstd./40MBmax. RAM; 1.3GB removable HDD 
11.8'' TFT display; 800x600 SVGA resolution 
Multi-Junction bay: 6X CD-ROM (std.), 
modular FDD (std.), second battery (opt.) • 

Est. Street Price: 


Pentium®Processor-based multimedia power and sleek, lightweight design at every step. And as more and more 
■companies promote their so-called affordability, Olivetti’s history of intelligent design ensures the ideal combination of 


performance and value without sacrffice. Olivetti. Determined to be your best choice. 
For more information, call us toll-free 1-888-465-4838 or visit www.olivettipc.com 


Olivetti 

personal computers 
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So you’re a tad skeptical. We understand. 
After all, the idea of team computing with 
other office suite software has been somewhat 


of a fantasy. 

Now there’s Lotus SmartSuite.® _ 

Exhibit A: TeamReview.™ 

This powerful feature lets you 
easily solicit feedback by estab¬ 
lishing “who” receives a document 
for review, “what” level of editing 
rights they’ll receive (comment only, 
read only or edit only) and “how” 
the document will be distributed (via 
floppy disk, e-mail or Lotus Notes®). 

■ Co-workers can then 
edit using review and 
I comment tools like 
a highlighter pen, 
revision marking or 
electronic comment notes. 

Exhibit B: TeamConsolidate.™ Here the 
author can review everyone’s edits and decide 
which comments to incorporate. And then, 
with a click of a button, collapse accepted com¬ 
ments into one revised document. (This might 
be a good time to start warming up those pipes 
of yours( because you’ll be singing the praises of 
SmartSuite just a few paragraphs from now.) 

With SmartSuite’s electronic team features, 


SmartSuite 







everyday mundane tasks disappear, leaving more 
time for you to do what you do best. It’s also 
been optimized for Windows® 95 to deliver 
greater functionality and productivity. 

And now with LotusScript,™ the BASIC- 
compatible scripting language in SmartSuite, 
you can easily create customized applications 
that the whole team can work with. Clearly, this 
is not ordinary office suite software. Ask the 
folks at PC Week. They gave it the “Analyst’s 
Choice Award” for best Windows® 95 


1-800-GO-LOTUS. ©1996 Lotus Development Corporation, 55 Cambridge Parkway, 
ambridge, MA 02142. All rights reserved. Lotus, Working Together, Lotus SmartSuite, Approach, 
reelance Graphics, 1-2-3 and Lotus Organizer are registered trademarks and Word Pro, TeamReview, 
eamConsolidate and LotusScript are trademarks of Lotus Development Corporation. Windows is a regis- 
J ‘ J . 1 f w c " Corp. and IBM, OS/2, Aptiva and ThinkPad are registered trademarks of 


suite over Microsoft Office.® 

Versions of SmartSuite are available for 
Windows 95, Windows 3.1 and OS/2,® and 
SmartSuite is now included with Aptiva,® 
ThinkPad® and most IBM® PCs, as well as 
select Acer,® AST® and Epson® PCs. 

Call 1-800-TRADE-UP, ext. C197 
and we’ll be happy to send you the free 
Lotus Gallery CD, complete with a 45 day 
trial version of SmartSuite. (And to listen 
to that beautiful singing voice of yours.) 
Or visit us on the 
World Wide Web at 


www.lotus.com. 

Circle 335 on reader service card. 
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Working Together* 








[stealth 3 D I 

Professional VRAM 

|B Stealth 3D 


systems and is compatible with 3D applications for 
Windows 95 using Microsoft's® DirectX APIs. The 


Prepare to push your PC into the next dimension 
with the Stealth 3D family from Diamond. The first in 


a superior line of affordable Plug and Play 3D 
accelerators with outrageously fast 2D graphics, vivid 
3D animation and striking MPEG video playback— 
from the market leader in high-performance graphics 
subsystems. The Stealth 3D 2000 and 3000 
dramatically improve graphic-intensive business 
applications, action games and overall system 
performance through greater resolution, millions 
of colors and extreme speeds. With optimum 
64-bit graphics acceleration, lightning-fast 
response rates, S3$ ViRGE chip family and Diamonds 
optimized drivers and a version of InControl Tools 
95—you'll gain a whole new perspective on speed. 
The Stealth 3D family accelerates Windows® 95, 
Windows® NT3.51, Windows® 3.1 and DOS operating 


Stealth 3D 2000 uses new Silicon Magic RAM 
technology and the XL version comes bundled with 
Interplay's Descent” II, Compton's Interactive 
Encyclopedia” 1996 and SonyS Destruction Derby™. 
The Stealth 3D 3000, with support of up to 8MB 
VRAM, delivers enhanced resolutions and colors. 
Open GL and AutoCAD support and higher refresh 
rates. The Stealth 3D 3000XL comes bundled with 
Interplay's Descent” II, Compton's Interactive 
Encyclopedia” 1996, Asymetrix's 3D/FX”, Digital 
Video Producer” and Microsoft^ Internet Explorer. So, 
if you're ready to speed in three dimensions, contact 
Diamond at http://www.diamondmm.com and 
get everything you need to launch into the future of 
3D graphics acceleration, today. 



Look for these logos on a 
new class of applications 
designed to take advantage 
of Stealth 3D graphics. 


For more information, 
contact Diamond at 
http://www.diamondmm.com 



VISUAL SYSTEMS DIVISION 1 
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| INTERNET: Gold Disk Astound 2.1 vs. FutureWave CelAnimator • Level\5 Quest 2 vs. 
■ Corel Web.Data • InContext WebAnalyzer 1.1 


FrontPage 1.1, HotDog Pro 2.0, HotMetal Pro 3.0, Navigator Gold 3.0 

Make Your Mark on the Web wm 



Vanity Press: [ 

Web site is easier than you’d 
expect with page editors 
like FrontPage 1.1 [above], 
HotDog Pro 2.0, HotMetal Pro 
3.0, and Navigator Gold 3.0. 



A. FrontPage’s toolbar gives 
you quick access to Web 

creation features. 


Back to Basics: 

Netscape Navigator 
Gold 3.0 uses the 
familiar Netscape 
browser interface 
to let you create 
and edit pages 
without any HTML 
knowledge. 


To do business in 
the ’90s you need 
a Web site. But 
how do you make 
your mark on the Web with¬ 
out spending a fortune? Four 
new Web publishing pack¬ 
ages—Microsoft FrontPage 
1.1, Anawave HotDog Profes¬ 
sional 2.0, SoftQuad HotMetal 
Pro 3.0, and Netscape Naviga¬ 
tor Gold 3.0—provide a range 
of options for you or your 
company to make the right 
Internet impression. 

Microsoft FrontPage 1.1 is 
the best all-around Web site 
creation, publishing, and man¬ 
agement tool, and includes 
basic Web server software. 
Netscape’s Navigator Gold 
3.0 is a good choice if you 
don’t require Web server soft¬ 
ware. For overall HTML code 
quality, SoftQuad HotMetal 
Pro 3.0 is top-notch. And 
budget-minded Web creators 
should choose the least expen¬ 
sive of the bunch: Anawave’s 
$50 HotDog Pro 2.0. 

Style Guide Early Web 
tools were often more trouble 
than they were worth since 
they didn’t always incorpo¬ 
rate the late-breaking HTML 
2.0 and 3.0 tags and propri¬ 
etary tags used in browsers 
from Netscape, Microsoft, 
and other vendors. That’s 
changed, however—this lineup 
of products supports HTML 
2.0 and 3.0 tags, as well as 
those of Netscape browsers. 
In addition, all but Navigator 
Gold 3.0 support specific tags 
for Microsoft’s Internet 
Explorer browser. SoftQuad 
even provides tag-support 
updates for HotMetal Pro 3.0 
on its Web site, and HotDog 


Pro will include this feature in 
version 2.5. 

All four of these tools cut 
down or even eliminate the 
time you spend typing in 
HTML tags like <img src= 
"comp2sm.gif”> by letting you 
choose page-formatting con¬ 
trols, hypertext links, graphics, 
and other functions from 
menus and dialog boxes. In 
fact, only HotDog Pro 2.0 and 
Navigator Gold 3.0 let you 
edit the body of your HTML 
tags directly, though Naviga¬ 
tor does this by simply loading 


your HTML document into 
Windows’ Notepad. 

FrontPage 1.1 and Naviga¬ 
tor Gold 3.0 take a graphical, 
desktop publishing approach, 
letting you directly edit the 
document as it will appear in a 
browser. However, we found 
instances where the graphical 
display in Navigator Gold’s 
Netscape Editor didn’t match 
what appeared in the Netscape 
browser. This was not a prob¬ 
lem in FrontPage. 

HotDog Pro, a favorite 
with HTML programmers, 


FrontPage 1.1 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A comprehensive tool 
for creating, publishing, and 
managing your own site. 

Pros: The only one that includes 
intranet server software. 

Cons: Manual HTML code 
editing is difficult. 


$149 est. street price 
Microsoft 

[8001503-3956, [206) 936-8080 
Reader Service No. 709 

HotDog 

Professional 2.0 

ikikikik 

Verdict: An easy and affordable 
Web page editor. 

Pros: Easy-to-use tools. 

Cons: No Web server software. 

$50 est. street price 
Anawave Software 
(800)711-6030, (714)250-7262 
Reader Service No. 710 

HotMetal Pro 3.0 

ikikk 

Verdict: Good choice for 
accurate, clean HTML tags. 
Pros: Bulletproof HTML code. 
Cons: Incomplete features. 

$129 est. street price 
SoftQuad 

(800) 387-2777, (416) 239-4801 
Reader Service No. 7 11 

Navigator Gold 3.0 

ikkik 

Verdict: A versatile, time¬ 
saving HTML editor. 

Pros: Gold uses the same 
interface as Navigator. 

Cons: No Web server software. 

$79 list price 

Netscape Communications Corp. 

(415)937-2555 

Reader Service No. 712 
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RIoiAfl INTERNET: 

IHuW I FrontPage 1.1, HotDog Pro 2.0, HotMetal Pro 3.0, Navigator Gold 3.0 




Colorful Tags: Anawave HotDog Pro 2.0 
highlights HTML tags in different colors so 
you can quickly spot and edit them. 


Hot Tags: SoftQuad HotMetal Pro 3.0 
depicts HTML tags as icons appearing in a 
semigraphical Web page display. 


provides some graphical fea¬ 
tures with its Real-time Out¬ 
put Viewer, a built-in browser 
window that displays the 
results of your tagging—even 
letting you link to other pages. 

HotMetal Pro 3.0 takes a 
quasigraphical approach, let¬ 
ting you edit in a view that dis¬ 
plays the HTML markup as 
easy-to-read icons. You’re 
shown an approximation of 
the resulting content as it will 
appear in a browser, a nice fea¬ 
ture for HTML programmers. 

HotDog Pro displays tags 
in color, making them some¬ 
what easier to check, though 
not as easy to spot as Hot- 
Metal’s tag icons. While it has 
the handiest dialog box for 
inserting tables, HotDog lacks 
the means to edit an existing 
table. In contrast, the other 
programs provide a dialog box 
for altering tables you’ve 
already inserted—letting you 
add rows or columns, for 
example—or for changing a 
table’s color. 

Web Code Cops Most 
Web browsers forgive a lot of 
improperly structured HTML 
tagging, but improper tagging 
can still get you into trouble. 
Since graphical editors essen¬ 
tially do the tagging for you, 
you end up with better code. 
HotMetal Pro 3.0 is a genuine 
“code cop” in this regard, 


with strict rule-checking and 
validation features that pre¬ 
vent you from improperly 
placing your tags. 

HotMetal Pro even checks 
code from HTML documents 
you import from other sources, 
forcing you to correct the tag¬ 
ging in a simple text-editing 
mode. HotMetal Pro 3.0’s first 
release, though, is all whip and 
little help. The HotMetal 
HTML interpreter points out 
the location of tagging errors 
just fine, but in every case we 
encountered, the accompany¬ 
ing error message had nothing 
to do with the actual error, and 
was usually misleading. You’ll 
be stuck if you’re not an 
HTML ace. 

Intranet Smarts Front- 
Page 1.1 stands out from the 
others as a complete Web site 
development tool. It’s the only 
package to include Web server 
software sufficient for estab¬ 
lishing an in-house Web site, 
or intranet, on a LAN. If 
you’re placing a Web site on 
the server of an Internet ser¬ 
vice provider (ISP), you may 
still need to install the server 
software. That’s because in 
addition to the built-in graph¬ 
ical editor, FrontPage includes 
wizard-like agents called 
WebBots that allow nonpro¬ 
grammers to add features such 
as a full-text search engine, 


threaded discussion groups, 
and automatic end-user regis¬ 
trations to sites. 

These WebBot features 
work only if your ISP has 
installed the server extensions. 
If it hasn’t, you’ll need to con¬ 
vince the ISP to download the 
appropriate extension from 
Microsoft’s Web site. 

Site Management Post¬ 
ing completed Web pages to a 
Web server is the other half of 
the battle, and all of these tools 
offer some help. FrontPage 1.1 
goes the farthest, with the 
FrontPage Explorer, which 
gives you a Windows 95 
Explorer-style Outline View 
of your Web site’s file structure 


and also a Link View that 
graphically displays links 
between pages. In addition, the 
FrontPage Explorer automati¬ 
cally renames and moves files 
and verifies links, and helps 
manage contributions.' 

The Publish feature of Hot¬ 
Dog Pro 2.0 and HotMetal Pro 
3.0 prepares your HTML 
pages for placement on the 
Web, automatically altering 
some text and features to con¬ 
form to the ISP’s server. The 
Publish feature of Navigator 
Gold 3.0 gives you options to 
maintain file links and copy 
image files when moving doc¬ 
uments to the server. 

Top Choice All four of 
these Web authoring tools will 
make your life easier, depend¬ 
ing on how you like to work. 
Microsoft’s FrontPage 1.1 is 
the best comprehensive tool 
for Web site creation and pub¬ 
lishing. Choose Netscape’s 
Navigator Gold 3.0 if you 
don’t need Web server soft¬ 
ware. For clean HTML code, 
SoftQuad’s HotMetal Pro 3.0 
is the way to go. And if you’re 
on a budget and looking for a 
real time-saver, Anawave’s 
HotDog Professional 2.0 is 
your best bet. bob weibel 



Guide to the Ratings: 'irfafafafa Excellent 'fafafafa Good 'fafafa Acceptable fafa Poor 'fa Unacceptable 


96 


SEPTEMBER I 996 

































MGA Millennium - added features at a new low price 


When Matrox combined its revolutionary MGA 64-bit chip technology, 
powerful Window RAM memory and a 220 Mhz RAMDAC, a new standard 
in high performance graphics was established with MGA 
Millennium. Now Matrox raises the performance bar once again by 
adding more power and new features for Windows 95™ and 
Windows NT™. All this at an incredible low price of only $269 (ESP)*. 

Not only do you get consistently fast performance at maximum resolu¬ 
tions and color depths for Windows, video playback, 3D and DOS. You 
also get a blinding 37 Million Winmarks of raw graphics speed and fur¬ 
ther optimized drivers for Windows 95 and Windows NT. New features 
include Matrox’s new Desk Navigator for a powerful “bird’s eye view” 
to scroll around a virtual desktop of 2048 x 1536. Also included is 
Netscape’s 3D Web browser, color calibration software from Sonnetech and 
20 enhancements for your Windows 95 and Windows NT desktop. 



Whether you’re a corporate power user looking to accelerate your business 
applications and corporate training videos, or a 2D/3D designer looking 
for high resolution true color support, MGA Millennium 
offers the most powerful and affordable solution for all your 
professional needs. 


2MB or 4 MB PCI base boards, upgradeable to 4 or 8 MB 
Upgradeable to 8MB for 1600 x 1200 (® 24-bit 
New optimized drivers with a new MGA PowerDesk 
control panel for Windows 95™ and Windows NT™ 

Add on hardware MPEG, video capture and TV tuner 
upgrades available 

New color calibration utility from Sonnetech and Netscape 
3D Web browser 

NASCAR® Racing, 3D F/X™, and SoftPEG™ player (retail version only) 



1-800-583-4353 \cdrific\ — m m um 

http://www.matrox.com/mga 

St. Regis Blvd. Oorval, Quebec. Canada. H9P 2T4 Tel: 514-969 6320 Fax: 514-969-6363 In Quebec, call: 514-969-6330 
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M Q| ..| INTERNET: 

ncW! Gold Disk Astound 2.1 vs. FutureWave CelAnimator 


Get Your Web Site Moving 



Look at This: How do you easily 
add eye-catching animations 
to your Web site? CelAnimator 
(above) and Astound let you 
create simple presentations that 
anyone can view with a free 
Netscape Navigator plug-in. 



A. Create animations from 
scratch with the tree-form 
drawing tools. 

B. CelAnimator lets you 
map animation speed. 

C. Don’t want to draw? 
Import existing graphic 
images into any animation. 

Presentation 
Power: Astound’s 
Web Player plug-in 
and publishing 
tools are a natural 
extension of Gold 
Disk’s multimedia 
package. 


I [gj I Do those cool Java 
and Macromedia 
Shockwave ani- 
Ili n l U ll mat | ons on other 
people’s sites give you a case of 
Web envy? Unless you have a 
full-time Web staff, making 
those kinds of eye-popping 
effects isn’t practical. If you’re 
set on creating animations but 
don’t want to learn a new pro¬ 
gramming language, two new 
applications—FutureWave 
CelAnimator and Gold Disk 
Astound 2.1—let you make 
scriptless, simple animation that 
anyone can view with a free 
Netscape Navigator plug-in. 

It takes a while to master, 
but CelAnimator lets you cre¬ 
ate any interactive animation 
you can muster. And since it’s 
vector-based, file sizes are 
small—a fully functioning ani¬ 
mation can be as small as 2K. 
Astound, on the other hand, is 
primarily a presentation pack¬ 
age. Although it doesn’t have 
as much interactive animation 
power as CelAnimator, it’s 
exceptionally easy to use, and 
ideal for simple object anima¬ 
tions and presentations. 

Tiny Toons From the start, 
CelAnimator gives you more 
freedom of design than 
Astound—almost too much 
freedom, in fact. Although it 
includes some clip art, you’re 
basically starting from scratch, 
drawing your animations one 
step at a time. The good news is 
that the ffee-form drawing tools 
are easy to use (they’re identical 
to the ones in FutureWave’s 
SmartSketch). 

CelAnimator’s bare-bones 
animation tutorial leaves much 
to trial and error. If you’ve 
worked with animation soft¬ 
ware before, you’ll quickly fig¬ 
ure out the familiar time-line 
metaphor. If not, you may get 
lost. But once you get the hang 


of the animation tools, you’ll 
be impressed with what you 
can do. You can make your 
animations completely interac¬ 
tive. For example, you can cre¬ 
ate a button that highlights or 
changes to another color when 
it’s pressed. The only down¬ 
side to CelAnimator is that it 
doesn’t support sound. 

Portable Presentations 
Astound 2.1 takes its simple 
presentation features a step fur¬ 
ther with Gold Disk’s free 
Navigator plug-in. You can 
upload Astound slides—com¬ 
plete with animations and text 


effects—onto any Web site. 
You can also create interactive 
buttons that link to other sites 
or to other “slides” on the 
same site. Astound’s files are 
larger than CelAnimator files, 
starting at around 40K. They 
do, however, support MIDI 
sound. Astound also has sev¬ 
eral tutorials and dialog boxes 
to walk you through the ani¬ 
mation process. 

If you want to put straight¬ 
forward business information 
on the Web with a little ani¬ 
mation pizzazz, Astound is a 
simple, effective option. For 
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Astound 2.1 



Verdict: Extremely easy 
animation that’s ideal for 
portable presentations. 

Pros: Excellent for text¬ 
intensive use. 

Cons: Never loses that 
presentation-slide look. 
System Requirements: 
Windows 3.x, 386 CPU, 4MB of 
RAM, 15MB of hard disk space. 


$169 est. street price 
Gold Disk 
[800)982-9888 
Reader Service No. 713 

CelAnimator 

☆☆☆☆ 

Verdict: A simple alternative to 
Macromedia Shockwave for 
interactive Web animation. 
Pros: Small files; animations 
can be fully interactive. 

Cons: No sound; takes a while 
to master animation tools. 
System Requirements: 
Windows 95 or NT, 486 CPU, 

8MB of RAM, 5MB of hard 
disk space. 


$250 est. street price 
FutureWave Software 
[800)619-6193 
Reader Service No. 714 


sprucing up your existing Web 
page with fully interactive ani¬ 
mation, CelAnimator is the 
better choice. Unfortunately, 
both applications require sepa¬ 
rate plug-ins to view the graph¬ 
ics. Most browsers are already 
heavy with plug-ins, and if you 
use either of these products 
you’re asking people to install 
yet one more. But there’s a big 
payoff—cool animations that 
are smaller than Shockwave 
files and don’t involve complex 
Java programming. Who says 
cutting-edge Web animation is 
only for pros? JULIE POLITO 

'tdk Poor 'h Unacceptable 
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It’s What Makes 
Your Scanner Shine, 



SCSI. The cool connection for hot peripherals. 


SCSI (pronounced “scuzzy") is the only way to connect a high-performance scanner to your PC. 
And with solutions as low as $69 (MSRP), it's just one more reason to give your PC a SCSI connection. 
To learn more about Adaptec® SCSI host adapters, call 1-800-804-8886 ext. 5648* 
or visit our cool home page at www.adaptec.com 

Lcidciprec 

*For information by fax, dial 1-408-945-2570, ext. 5648, request document no. 14070. ©1996 Adaptec, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Adaptec and the Adaptec logo are trademarks of Adaptec, Inc.,which may be registered in some jurisdictions. 







Ulnuil ,NTERNET: 

NcW! Level\5 Quest 2 vs. Corel Web.Data 

Put Your Database in Cyberspace 



You don’t have to hire an 
expensive consultant to convert 
your database to a Web- 
friendly format. Two novel 
new Web-publishing tools, 
Level\5 Quest 2 and Corel 
Web.Data, offer easy ways to 
publish databases on the Web. 
With either product, just about 
any database you keep—from a 
company phone list to an 
inventory of machine parts— 
can be attractively published 
either on the Internet or on a 
corporate intranet. 

Both products link your 
Web server to any standard 
database via Microsoft’s Open 
Database Connectivity 2.0 
(ODBC) interface. The data¬ 
base can be in Excel, Oracle, 
Sybase, dBASE, Paradox, or 
any ODBC-compliant data 
source. At $5,490 ($1,144 
through September 30), Level\5 
Quest 2 is better suited for sites 
that require live links between 
back-end data and the front- 
end Web browser (which 
means changes to your data are 
instantly reflected on the Web, 
and your data is searchable). If 
you’re on a budget and don’t 
need a live link between your 
data and the Web, Corel’s $99 
Web.Data is the better choice. 

Live Linking Level\5 
Quest includes two compo¬ 
nents, Quest Desktop and 
Quest Server. First you build 
your database or import your 
ODBC-compliant data using 
Quest Desktop on any Win¬ 
dows 3.1,95, or NT PC. Then 
you copy the project to the 
Windows NT- or Unix-based 
server where your Quest 
Server and Web server soft¬ 
ware reside. Quest Server data 
can be accessed by any Web 
browser that supports tables, 
including Netscape Navigator 
3.0 and Microsoft Internet 
Explorer 3.0. And because 


there’s a live link between your 
data and the Web, users can 
easily query fresh information. 

Level\5 Quest lets you 
choose the query terms to 
which each data cell will 
respond, and the Connection 
wizard steps you through the 
process. Surfers can then search 
for specific records based on 
cell-level criteria. For example, 
a user could search for all sales 
target cities in California with a 
population of at least 300,000 
and an average household 
income of $40,000. Level\5 
Quest then assembles match¬ 
ing query results on the fly. 

Corel Web.Data is a more 
limited yet valuable way to 


publish a database on the Inter¬ 
net. The $99 price reflects the 
fact that Web.Data publishes 
tables as static HTML content 
without live links between the 
database and the Web page. It’s 
best suited to information that 
doesn’t change often because 
the databases it converts to 
HTML are not searchable. If 
you’re comfortable building 
Common Gateway Interface 
scripts, you can enable a live 
database link but it’s not part 
of the product. 

Push-button Publishing 
With Web.Data, it takes only 
a few clicks to format your 
data for the Web. First select 
your ODBC-compliant data 
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Level\5 Quest 2 

i&rfrk 

Verdict: A terrific but 
expensive way to publish a live 
database on the Internet. 
Pros: Database information is 
searchable, up-to-date, and 
viewable from any Web browser 
that supports tables. 

Cons: Costly; requires both 
Quest Desktop and Quest Server 
software packages. 


$5,490 e'st. street price 
Level\5 

(800} 444-4303, (407] 729-6004 
Reader Service No. jiy 

Web.Data 

Verdict: Inexpensive and 
simple way to convert database 
information to HTML. 

Pros: Easy-to-use database 
publishing utility; great price. 
Cons: Data isn’t searchable; 
no live links between your 
database and the Web unless 
you create your own CGI script. 


$99 est. street price 
Corel Corp. 

(800] 772-6735, (613] 728-3733 
Reader Service No. 716 

source and specify whether 
the database should be pub¬ 
lished as a table or in a custom 
format. Then select the rec¬ 
ords or fields you want to 
publish and add any descrip¬ 
tive text, graphics, or HTML 
attributes. Finally, with a 
click of the Process button, 
Web.Data converts your data 
to HTML format. 

If you’re looking for a quick 
and low-cost way to publish 
static databases on the Web or a 
company’s intranet, Corel’s 
Web.Data is a great choice. For 
publishing live, searchable Web 
and intranet databases, Level\5 
Quest 2 offers more power, but 
foraprice. mike HOGAN 
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It’s What Keeps 
Your Gig Drive From 
Gagging. 



SCSI. The cool connection for hot peripherals. 

Hard drives with SCSI (pronounced scuzzy) are the fastest, highest capacity hard drives available. 

And, only SCSI hard drives let you multitask. It’s just one more reason to give your PC a SCSI connection. 

To learn more about Adaptec® SCSI host adapters, call 1-804-8886 ext. 5642, or visit our home page at http://www.adaptec.com 

(^adapted 


For information by fax, dial 1-408-9452570 ext. 5642, request document no. 14070. 

©1996 Adaptec, Inc. All rights reserved. Adaptec and the Adaptec logo are trademarks of Adaptec, Inc., which may be registered in some jurisdictions. 







MquiI INTERNET: 

HI InContext Web Analyzer 1.1 


Insights to Your Web Site 


Once your Web site grows 
past a few pages, trying to 
keep track of every image, 
directory, and link is a dizzy¬ 
ing experience. Making sure 
this page links to that one, 
graphics are in the right direc¬ 
tories, and links to other sites 
are current is tedious business. 
InContext WebAnalyzer 1.1 
takes care of these mundane 
tasks by automatically check¬ 
ing the validity of your Web 
site and alerting you to things 
like broken links or redundant 
files. It quickly presents this 
information in an easily inter¬ 
preted, HTML-based report, 
saving you hours of work. 
Not bad for $80. 

Instant Analysis Web- 
Analyzer scans any Web site as 
long as you’re connected to the 
Internet. Enter the root URL 
(or master home page) address 
of the site you wish to analyze 
and wait while WebAnalyzer 
builds a concentric map of the 
site. At the center is the root 
URL, which is then encircled 
by other pages’ links to the 
master page, and so on. 

This concentric map is called 
the Wavefront view, one of 
three WebAnalyzer views. It 
contains clear icons for nine site 
elements: documents, images, 
application links, mail-to links, 
audio files, video files, FTP, 
Gopher, and unknown content 
(which covers any element that 
requires a plug-in, like a Macro¬ 
media Shockwave file). 

At a quick glance it’s easy to 
see which site elements are 
broken or missing, since 
they’re marked with a barred 
red circle. The Link view dis¬ 
plays all the inward and out¬ 
ward links for any selected site 
element. For example, clicking 
on a broken audio file icon will 
display all of the links to and 
from this file, which makes 


identifying and fixing broken 
links much easier. 

Below the Wavefront and 
Link views is the File view, a 
hierarchical listing of all site 
elements by name, content 
type, size, date last modified, 
and other information. All 
three views are connected so 
that any element you click on 
in one view appears in the 
other two views. And since 
analyzing large sites can be 
overwhelming, smart filters let 
you see just the elements you 
want. These filters show only 
the broken links, for example, 
or just the text and graphic 
files on a site. Once you’ve 
analyzed a site, simply save 


the report as a project for 
offline browsing, backup, and 
duplication. 

Ace Reporter WebAna¬ 
lyzer includes summary sta¬ 
tistics for files and links, 
giving you quick feedback and 
an overview of how efficient 
and effective your site archi¬ 
tecture is. It also acts as an 
offline browser, retrieving 
entire sites and saving them 
locally. However, for serious 
offline browsing you’ll be bet¬ 
ter served by Traveling Soft¬ 
ware’s $29 WebEx. 

WebAnalyzer is solid but 
not without its share of draw¬ 
backs. There are many file 
types that it can’t recognize, 



Find the Missing Link: 

InContext WebAnalyzer 
LI saves you hours of 
mundane upkeep by 
automatically finding 
broken links on your 
ever-changing Web site. 


A. See all the inbound and 
outbound links from any particular 
site element. 

B. Build graphical views of any 

Web site, with different icons for 
nine site elements. 


Inside Information: 

WebAnalyzer produces 
a detailed report in 
HTML that outlines site 
statistics, broken links, 
duplicate files, and 
other information to 
ease Web management. 


Guide to the Ratings: iZfcMrk Excellent 'irkfefe Good 'fcfafc Acceptable 


102 


FILEBOX 


WebAnalyzer 1.1 

irkkk 

Verdict: A reliable, affordable 
way to keep your Web site and 
links current. 

Pros: Solid, simple site 
analysis; comprehensive HTML- 
based reporting. 

Cons: Incompatible with 
certain filetypes including Java 
and Shockwave; identifies 
many new Web technologies 
(especially Netscape Navigator 
plug-ins) as unknown. 
Features: ThreedifferentWeb 
site views — Wavefront, Link, 
and File; 32-bit Windows 
95/Windows NT support; 
independent of Web browser 
and server; exportable reports; 
offline browsing and Web site 
retrieval; free 90-day technical 
support. 

Competition: NetCarta 
WebMapper also offers site and 
content management, but costs 
$170 more than WebAnalyzer. 


$80 est. street price 
InContext Systems 
(800) 263-0127, (416) 922-0087, 
www.incontext.com 
Reader Service No. 717 


including VRML, Java, and 
Shockwave, all of which it 
identifies as unknown content. 
It’s incompatible with certain 
GIF and JPEG formats, and 
we experienced broken link 
errors for image maps that 
were in fact intact. Also, Web¬ 
Analyzer only alerts you to 
broken links, and does noth¬ 
ing to help you fix them, which 
would be a nice trick. For now, 
you still have to go into your 
trusty HTML editor to fix 
anything. Despite these minor 
disadvantages, WebAnalyzer 
1.1 will save you countless 
Web-site management hours 
and is a must-buy for serious 
Webmasters. RICH SCHWERIN 
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Millennia™ PI 66 B Millennia P200 Plus ■■ Home MPC™ PI 33 S Home MPC P200 


• Intel 166MHz Pentium 8 processor 

• 512KB pipeline burst cache, flesh BIOS 
•8X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5'floppy drive 

• 16-bit stereo sound & speakers 

•PCI 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 4MB EDO 

• Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft Windows* 95 8 MS* Plus! CD 

$ • 5-yeor/3-yeor Micron Power* warranty* 


•16MB EDO RAM* 1.2GB EIDE hard drive 
• 15' Micron 15FGx,.28dp (13.7' display) 
•Microsoft Works 95 CD 

s l,999 ...... 


• 32MB EDO RAM • 2.1GB EIDE hard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display] 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 8 Bookshelf* 95 CDs 


%399 


Business Imsc 582/ monlh 


•64MB EDO RAM • 3.1GB EIDE hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 8 Bookshelf 95 CDs 


s 3,149 


lusiness lease S107/monlli 


• With 133MHz Pentium processor..subtract $200 

• With 200MHz Pentium processor..add SI 00 


• Intel 200MHz Pentium processor 

• 512KB pipeline burst cache, flash BIOS 
•PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 8X SCSI CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 
•16-bit stereo sound 8 speakers 

•PCI 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 4MB EDO 

• Tool-free minitower or desktop 
•Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft Windows 958MS Plus! CD 

^ • 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 


•16MB EDO RAM* 1GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx, .28dp (13.7" display) 
•Microsoft Works 95 CD 



• 32MB EDO RAM* 2GB Fast SCSI-2 bard drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 
•Microsoft Office Pro95 8 Bookshelf 95 CDs 


$ 3,199 


Business lease $109/month 


•64MB EDO RAM* 4GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 
•Microsoft Office Pro 95 8 Bookshelf 95 CDs 


s 4,249 


• With 166MHz Pentium processor..subtract $100 


• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• 256KB pipeline burst cache, flash BIOS 
•16MB EDO RAM* 1.2GB EIDE hard drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 
•16-bit stereo sound 8 sneakers 

• 28.8 fax/modem, speakerphone, voice mail 

• Microsoft® Phone telephony software 

• Internet ready: 

Internet in a Box from CompuServe*/Spry 
Internet Explorer 

• Prodigy®, America Online® 8 CompuServe 
trial memberships 

• PC! 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• 15" Micron 15FGx,.28dp (13.7* display) 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft Windows® 95 8 MS® Plus! CD 

• Quicken® Financial Pak includes: Quicken Deluxe 
5.0; Quicken Financial Planner"; Quicken Parents' 
Guide to Money"; Quicken Family lawyer" 

• Microsoft Home Puk includes: Works 4.0 for 
Windows 95; Publisher Deluxe for Windows 
95; Encorta® 96; Encarto 96 World Atlas; Music 
Central" 96; Wine Guide; Arcade 1.0; Scenes- 
Sports Extremes Collection; Cinemnnia® 96; 

Julia Child Home Cooking; Best of Windows 
Entertainment Pock; CD Sampler (including 
Fury 1 game demo) 

$ • 5-year/3-year Micron Power* warranty* 

s l,999 



•With 166MHz Pentium processor..add $200 




PowerServer S*P P133 


• Intel 200MHz Pentium processor 

• 256KB pipeline burst cache, flash BIOS 
•32MB EDO RAM* 2.1GB EIDE hard drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5” floppy drive 

• 16-bit 3D Wovetable stereo sound card 

• Advent AV270 2x25 watt stereo speakers 

• 28.8 fox/modem, speakerphone, voice mail 

• Microsoft Phone telephony software 

• Internet ready: 

Internet in o Box from CompuServe/Spry 
Internet Explorer 

• Prodigy, America Online 8 CompuServe 
trial memberships 

• PCI 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 

• 15' Micron 15FGx,.28dp |13.7" display) 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft Windows958MS Plus! CD 
•Microsoft Office Pro958 Bookshelf 95 CDs 

• Quicken Financial Pak includes: Quicken Deluxe 
5.0; Quicken Financial Planner; Quicken Parents' 
Guide to Money; Quicken Family Lawyer 

• Microsoft Home Pok includes: Works 4.0 for 
Windows 95; Publisher Deluxe for Windows 
95; Encarto 96; Encarto 96 World Atlas; Music 
Central 96; Wine Guide; Arcade 1.0; Scenes- 
Sports Extremes Collection; Cinemania 96; 

Julia Child Home Cooking; Best of Windows 
Entertainment Pack; CD Sampler (including 
Fury 1 game demo) 

P • 5-year/3-year Micron Power warranty* 

s 2,899 

• With 166MHz Pentium processor..subtract $100 






































Outstanding Performance—Don’t Take Our Word for It. 

Talk is cheap when you’re speaking for yourself. But when it’s from the mouth of an industry expert, 
it carries weight. Here are a few of many examples of what they’re saying about Micron PCs: 

Micron Home MPC “. . . the fastest we’ve ever tested... as well as a marvelous family package... it wins our Top Rated 
award. . . . ”—Family PC, May 1996 

Micron Millennia “In short. Micron covers all the bases with this Best Buy. ” —PC World, March 1996 
Micron PowerServer “This is definitely a best buy. ”— Computer Shopper, January 1996 

Micron Millennia TransPort . . nearly a dead ringer for IBM’s ThinkPad. . . but performs better and saves you about $2,500. ” 

— PC Magazine, April 1996 
The Right System for You 

Micron makes a suite of outstanding solutions designed for the way you work or play. From home systems to servers, 
desktop PCs to portable multimedia solutions. Micron always comes through with a system built to satisfy. For details and 
prices, turn the page. 


5-year limited warranty on microprocessor and main memory 
' 3-year limited parts-only system warranty 
' 1-, 2- or 3-year optional on-site service agreement for all desktop systems 
30 days of free Micron-supplied software support 
30-day money-back poficy 
24-hour technical support 

! subject to Micron's standard limited warranties and terms and conditions of sale. 

- i. -L,-r . 1 site or by colling Micron. 
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SUPERIOR SOLUTIONS BY DESIGN 



A ny PC maker can claim to offer a solution that covers your needs. But at Micron” 
Electronics, we prefer to let our history and our products speak for themselves. We 
think you’ll agree it’s an impressive story. 

Superior Technology—A Micron Tradition 

Micron builds PCs with a legacy of excellence. Our manufacturing processes grew out of 
nearly two decades in the semiconductor business, where precision is measured in millionths 
of an inch, and quality in parts per million. We’ve built strategic relationships with compa¬ 
nies like Intel, Microsoft® and Novell®. From this solid background, we’re forging 
unbeatable systems you can count on today and tomorrow. Best of all, we just doubled 
our memory and added powerful enhancements to several of our systems (see configura¬ 
tions). This industry-leading approach gives you a vast increase in system capacity at 

Award-Winning Products 

In the past two years, leading industry publications have applauded 
Micron PCs with more than 140 awards for product performance, customer 
:e and support. This includes PC Magazines Best Products of 1995 and Editors’ Choice awards in 
several categories. Add more than 40 PC World Best Buy awards and you’ve got an impressive technology hall of fame. In fact, just 
this summer. Micron has won three PC Magazine Editors’ Choice Awards for 
Millennia desktop and Millennia TransPort notebook computers—an 
unprecedented achievement for Micron. 

Recognized Service and Reliability 

After your purchase, the story continues. Just ask PC Magazine read- 
j®|jj|iga ers. They bestowed on us the coveted Readers’ Choice for Customer 
Service and Reliability in 1994 and 1995. And PC World recently 
^ awarded us first tier status along with the likes of Apple, Compaq, 

Digital and HP. Pretty good company, wouldn’t you say? 

Micron Power 5 ” Warranty*—An Industry First 

We support our reliability promise with the industry-leading Micron Power 

warranty. It backs the microprocessor and main memory for five years, an industry first. Add a three-year, parts-only system 
warranty and a 30-day money-back guarantee, and you can rest assured that you’re in good hands. 



Source: PC World Reliability & Service Monitor, May 20 - November 20, 1995 












Millennia Transport™ PI 33 IS PowerServer SMP PI 33 ■ PowerServer SMP P266 


• 133MHz Mobile Intel Pentium 8 processor 

• Intel 430MX PCI chipset 

• 256KB L2 pipeline burst cache 
•16MB EDO memory 148MB mux.) 

• 8X modular CD-ROM drive 

• PCI graphics accelerator, 1MB EDO memory 

• Pick-o-Point" dual pointing devices integrate 
both pointing slick and touchpad 

• Removable EIDE hard drive {1.2GB max.) 

• 3.5" modular floppy drive 

• Intelligent modular lithium-ion battery 
•16-bit stereo sound 

• Built-in stereo speakers and microphone 
•2 Type II or one Type III PCMCIA slots 

• S-Video and NTSC video-outputs 

• Headphone, microphone and line-in jacks 

• 2 infrared ports, one front, one hock 

• Parallel, serial, VGA and 2 PS/2 ports 

• Dimensions:! 1.7" x 9.4'x 2.0", Weight: 6.9 lbs. 1 
•Somsonite® nylon carrying cose 

• Microsor Windows® 95 and MS® Plus! CD 
•Microsoft Office Pro 95 and Bookshelf® 95 CDs 
•Kensington" security lock" 

• 5-year/3-year Micron Power” limited warranty* * 

t 6.9 lbs. indudes 3.5'floppy and one battery 
ft Lock secures both Millennia TronsPort and MkronDocIc 


•16MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• 12.1” active matrix display, 800 x 600 
•1.2GB removable hord drive 


s 4,399 


•32MB EDO memory (48MB max.) 

• Motorola® Montana 28.8 fax/modem 

• 12.1' active matrix color display, 800 x 600 
•1.2GB removable hard drive 

• 2nd lithium-ion battery 


s 5,199 


Business lease $163/month 


Options 


• With 150MHz Pentium processor.add $200 

• With Motorola Montana 28.8 fox/modem.odd $299 

•With3Com®Ethernet I0BTPCMCIA.add $149 

• With Samsonite® leather carrying cose.odd $99 

•With 2nd modular lithium-ion battery.odd $199 

• With 2nd 12GB hard d-.ve odd $599 

•With 2nd 2.0GB hard drive.odd $699 

• With 16MB DIMM module upgrade.odd $349 

•With 32MB DIMM module upgrade.odd $749 



• Intel 133MHz Pentium processor 

• Dual Pentium SMP ZIF sockets 

• 512KB write back cache, flash BIOS 
•Slots: 5 EISA, 2 PCI, 1 EISA/PCI 

• PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 8X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 
•PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 
•Full-size tower with 10 drive bays 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft Windows® 95 8 MS® Plus! CD 

^ • 5-year/3-year Micron Power” warranty* 


• 16MB RAM • 1GB SCSI-2 hard drive 
•15' Micron 15FGx,.28dp (13.7" display) 



•32MB RAM* 2GB SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 


s 3,099 


Business lease $105/month 


• Dual 133MHz Pentium processors 

• 512KB write-bock cache, flash BIOS 
•Slats: 5 EISA, 2 PCI, 1 EISA/PCI 

• PCI 32-bil Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller 

• 8X SCSI-2 CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• PCI 64-bit video, MPEG, 2MB EDO 
•Full-size tower with 10 drive boys 
•Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 

j/ • 5-yeor/3-yeor Micron Power warranty* 

• 32MB RAM • 2GB SCSI-2 hard drive 


• 15" Micron 15FGx, ,28dp (13.7" display) 



•64MB RAM*4GB SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" display) 


s 4,549 


• With second 133MHz Pentium processor.....add $299 
•With Windows NF Workstation.add $99 



Pentium 


Millennia Pro 200 i Millennia Pro200 Plus R ClientPro™ PI 00 ■ ClientPro P200 


• Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 
•2S6KB internal cache, flash BIOS 

•8X EIDE CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• 16-bit stereo sound & speakers 

• PCI 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 4MB EDO 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsor Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows Nf Workstation CD or 
Windows®95 & MS® Plus! CD 

■j} • 5-year/3-yeor Micron Power warranty* 


•16MB EDO RAM* 1.2GB EIDE hard drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx,.28dp [13.7* display) 
•Microsoft Works 95 CD 


s 2,399 


•32MB EDO RAM* 2.1GB EIDE hard drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx,.26dp (15.8" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 95 8 Bookshelf® 95 CDs 


s 3,049 


• Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 
•256KB internal cache, flash BIOS 
•PCI 32-bit Ultra SCSI Fost-20 controller 
•8X SCSI CD-ROM drive, 3.5" floppy drive 

• 16-bit stereo sound 8 speakers 

•PCI 64-bit 3D video, MPEG, 4MB EDO 
•Tool-free mini-tower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft Windows Nr Workstation CD or 

Windows 95 8 MS Plus! CD 
•Microsoft Office Pro 95 8 Bookshelf 95 CDs 
$ • 5-yeor/3-year Micron Power warranty* 


•32MB EDO RAM* 2GB Fast SCSI-2 hord drive 
• 15" Micron 15FGx,.28dp (13.7" display) 


s 3,499 


Business lease $119/monlh 


• 64MB EDO RAM • 4GB Fast SCSI-2 hord drive 

• 17" Micron 17FGx, ,26dp (15.8" disploy) 


s 4,549 


Business lease S155/monlti 


•128MB EDO RAM* 9GB Fast SCSI-2 hard drive 
• 21'Micron 21FGx,.26dp (20.0* display) 


s 7,649 


• Intel 100MHz Pentium processor 

• 256KB pipeline burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 3Com 3C509 Combo network adapter 

• 3.5" floppy drive 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft® Mouse, 104-key keyboard 
•Microsoft DOS 6.22/Windows® for Workgroups 3.11 

i/' 5-year/3-year Micron Power” warranty* 


• PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 
•8MB EDO RAM* 1.2GB EIDE hard drive 

• 14" Micron 14FGx, .28dp (12.9" display) 

• Microsoft Works preinstalled 


s l,499 


Business lease $51/month 


• Intel 200MHz Pentium processor 

• 256KB pipeline burst cache, flash BIOS 

• 3Com 3C509 Combo network adapter 
•32MB EDO RAM* 3.1GB EIDE hord drive 

• 3.5" floppy drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive 

•PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 

• 17" Micron 17FGx,.26dp (15.8" display) 
•Tool-free minitower or desktop 

• Microsoft Mouse, 104-key keyboard 

• Microsoft Windows NT Workstation 
•Microsoft Office Pro95 8 Bookshelf® 95 CDs 

f* 5-year/3-yeor Micron Power warranty* 


s 3,257.. 


•PCI 64-bit graphics accelerator (2MB EDO) 
•16MB EDO RAM* 2.1GB EIDE hord drive 

• 15" Micron 15FGx,.28dp (13.7" display) 

• Microsoft Office Pro 4.3 preinstalled 

s 2 , 018 ^„« 

•With 133MHz Pentium processor.....odd $100 


• With 166MHz Pentium processor....subtract $100 



PENTIUMPRO 


1*1 \ 


• 900 E. Karcher Road, Nampa, ID 83687 
• Mon-Fri 6am-10pm Sat 7am-5pm (MT) 
• International Sales Hours: Mon-Fri 6am-7pm (MT) 

• 208-893-3434 • Fax 208-893-3424 

• Purchase Order Fax 208-893-8992 

•GSA Contract #GS35F4317D 
• Technical Support Available 24 Hours A Day-7 Days A Week 
• Technical Support E-mail: techsupport.meic@micron.com 



800 - 362-7309 


http://www.mei.micron.com 


800 - 708-1758 





































You Want More? 

Custom configure your new Micron™ system with our most popular options. 


Multimedia Options 


• 16-bit 30 Wavetabie stereo sound.’59* 

• 16-bit 3D Wovetoble stereo soundcard w/2MB RAM..’99* 

• Advent AV270 Powered Partners stereo speakers.'99 

• Advent AV370 Powered Partners stereo speakers w/subwoofer.’199 

• Microsoft SideWinder' 3D Pto joystick.’59 



Storage/Media Options 


• Adoptee 2940U Ultra SCSI Fosl-20 controller.'100 

(upgrade from system with stondord Ultra SCSI Fast-20 controller) 

• Plextor 8Plex 8X12MB/S SCSI internol CD-ROM drive.’200 ** 

(upgrade from systems with standard 8X EIDE CD-ROM drive) 

»Iomega SCSI Jot drive with 1.0GB removable cartridge.’399 ' * 

• Iomega Zip IDE drive with 100MB removable cartridge.’99 

• Iomega Ditto 800 (400/80QM8) Trovon Tope bock up w/tope.’149 

• Iomega Ditto 3200 (1.6/3.2GB) Trovon Tope bock up w/tope.’199 

• Sony 4/8GB DDS-2 DAT SCSI Tope bock up w/tope.’999 ** 



Communication Options 


• 28.8bd V.34 internal dato/fox modem. 

• 28.8bd V.34 internal telephony dala/lox modem 

w/full duplex speakerphone and voice mail. 



Networking Options 


Quicken® Financial Pak 


• Quicken Finoncial Pok, including: Quicken Deluxe 5.0; Quicken finonciol Planner'*; Quicken Parents' Guide to Money"; 
Quicken Family Lawyer".’69 



Display/Video Options 


• 1 T Hitocbi SuperScon 1711 (15.9* disploy) ,26dp color monitor. 

•21* Hitachi SupetScan 2111 (20* display) 26dp color monitor. 

• Diamond Stealth64 video cord w/2MB VRAM. 

.-’150 ft 

.’1,050 ft 

.’150 jtt 

> Diamond Steolth64 video card w/4MB VRAM 

.’300 ttt 

• #9 Imagine 128 series II video cord w/4MB VRAM. 

.’500 ttt 

• #9 Imagine 128 series 1 video card w/8MB VRAM. 

.’750 ttt 



• APC Per/T surge suppressor.’39 

• APC Pro7T surge sunpiessor.’59 

• Microsoft Natural keyboard .’49 

(upgrade from standard keyboard) 



• 3Com" 3C509 Ethernet ISA NIC (BNC, AUI & RJ-45)...’99 

• 3Com 3C595 fast Etherlink PCI 10/100 NIC (RJ-45 only).’159 

•SMC ISA TokenCard network card ..’199 


* Upgrade from systems with standard 16-bit stereo sound card 
“Requires SCSI Host Adapter 

*“ V.34 modem includes trial memberships to CompuServe®, Prodigy 8 and America Online 8 
t Requires sound card 

ft Upgrade from systems with standard Micron 17" 17FGx color monitor 
ttt Upgrade from systems with standard 64-bit 2MB video card 


MICRON 

ELECTRONICS, INC. 


• 208-693-3434 • hix 208-893-3424 
• Purchase Order Fox 208-893-8992 
• GSA Contract #GS35F4317D 
• Technical Support Available H Hours A Day-7 Days A Week 


800 - 362-7309 


/ www.mei.micron.com 


Circle 104 on reader service card. 

























PICTURE THIS: 
6X CD-ROM, 
11.3" DISPLAY AND 
ZOOMED VIDEO. 


NOW 

PICTURE THIS: 
$2499! 



zv 



INTRODUCING THE NEW SATELLITE PRO." when*™ 

to multimedia features, the Satellite Pro offers the big picture at a small price. It all starts 
with a huge display and full-motion video to make your multimedia presentations 
look more like feature films. And it’s easy to take your show on the road with 
a 100MHz Pentium processor, up to 40MB of memory and a massive hard drive. wMowsres 
Add to that a 6X CD-ROM, integrated AC adapter and PC Card slots and you’ve got 

more than you need to get the job done. So when you want some real 
'N portable power, pick up the Satellite Pro. No other notebook can give 
l you so much for so little. For more information visit the Toshiba 

website at http://computers.toshiba.com, or for a dealer near you, 
PSnt'HrJT call 1-800-457-7777. 



In Touch with Tomorrow 

TOSHIBA 

The World's Best Selling Portable Computers. 

©1996 Toshiba America Information Systems. Inc. All prices, specifications and availability are subject to change. tPrice is for 420CDS model, price of 420CDT model begins at $3299. *The 420CDT and 420CDS 
are sold at selected resellers as the 425CDT and 425CDS with Windows* 95 and additional pre-installed software. **The 425CDT comes with an 810 million byte (=772MB) hard drive. All products indicated 
by trademark symbols are trademarked and/or registered by their respective companies. Intel Inside and Pentium Processor Logos are trademarks of Intel Corporation. 
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Make the Perfect Getaway! 



"The new AAA Map'n'Go is by far the most complete travel planning program available. 
It is unbelievable how many features are packed into one CD, and yet it is 
fun and easy to run."\N. Bowers, Chandler, OK. 


The Route For You 


The Best Travel Planner, Ever! 


• Find the fastest, shortest, or scenic route to 
the destinations you select. 

• Route around toll roads or busy urban areas. 

Your Own Travel Agent 

• Get complete AAA TourBook® information on 
rates, amenities and atmosphere for over 43,000 
lodgings, campgrounds and restaurants. 

• Choose by price, type or AAA rating to suit 
your budget and style. 


• Search detailed street maps of 241 cities— 
locate individual street addresses! 

• Print directions or detailed strip maps— 
including numbered highway exits! 

• Find up-to-date travel information with the 
FREE Internet link to highway construction; 
fairs, festivals and other events; and weather. 

• Never get lost again with the unique link to 
the Global Positioning System.* 


• Over 22,000 attractions and events, too. 


DELORME 



Available from your local software store or software catalogs. 
Or order direct from DeLorme at 1-800-452-5931, ext. 019 
or preview at www.mapngo.com. 
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'50s Kids: Our Secret Century takes 
an askew look at American society. 


Jump-start Your Brain 

- OK, that’s quite enough lollygagging on the beach, coaxing your gardenias into a slow 

death, reading Danielle Steele novels, and watching reruns of the Home Potato 
Channel. Summer’s almost over and it’s time to get your brain back in gear. (You do 
remember your brain, don’t you? That’s the organ you put into storage 
along with your snow boots at summer solstice.) Here are some 
iStfxMw CD-ROMs that’ll give you something to think about—or at least they 
claim to. Some might not exactly be rocket science—well, one of them 
is—but they’ll ease you back into thinking mode. There are even some 
CDs for your kids, who have to go back to school even if you don’t. 


I society. You won’t find these movies at 
" Blockbuster Video, or even in the Holly¬ 
wood archives. They’re from a stock of 
33,000 films from the private collection of 
media archeologist Rick Prelinger. (Two 
volumes come in a set.) Four additional 
volume sets are planned for later this year. 

With its wry, slightly disturbing look at 
cultural and historical material, Our Secret 
Century is a thinking CD set peppered 
with nostalgic humor. 

Mad or Misunderstood? Study Van 
Gogh’s art and ideas in Starry Night. 

I VINCENT VAN GOGH 
REVISITED OO 

Can’t get enough Van Gogh? I 
know how you feel. Here’s a little more— 
very little. Although this CD covers more 
areas of his life than Voyager’s Starry Night, 
it doesn’t get beneath the surface of the 
artist, his paintings, or his influences. For 
example, there’s a section called, “Was He 
Insane?” It takes a minute or two to answer 
that one—maybe, maybe not, doesn’t mat¬ 
ter. The CD has a decent index and an 
option to look at the details of some paint¬ 
ings, although you can’t pick which details. 
The most irritating feature: pronouncing 
Van Gogh as van gock. Oh, spare me. 

Vincent Van Gogh Revisited / Philips Media / 

[800) 883-3767, [310) 444-6100 / $45 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 722 


OUR SECRET CENTURY 


Take Mystery Science Theater 
3000 and get rid of the spacemen. Replace 
them with harried housewives whose lives 
are made meaningful by getting a designer 
telephone. Toss in depressed steel work¬ 
ers, shy teenagers maneuvering for accep¬ 
tance, and girls’ dolls doomed because 
they lack safety belts. What do you get? 
Our Secret Century, four volumes of vin¬ 
tage documentary and self-help films that 
mirror the Ozzie and Harriet values of our 




Vols. 1-2 and 3-4 / The Voyager Company / 
(800) 446-2001 / $35 list price per set / 
Reader Service No. 720 


STARRY NIGHT OOO 

© | If you could use some cul¬ 
ture, Vincent Van Gogh is a good 
place to start. Starry Night isn’t just about 
art. It’s about astronomy, technology, his¬ 
tory, and society, all illuminated by Van 
Gogh’s painting. The CD theorizes that 
the painter was less a lunatic than an astute 
observer of his civilization. As usual, 
Voyager bases its discs on material from 
another medium (in this case, the writings 
of Albert Boime), and the result is a lack 
of interactivity—PC potato material. Still, 
it’s fascinating stuff with refreshing ideas, 
and it makes good use of visuals. 


> Cup of java and a slap in the face. OOOO Jolt cola and a good yawn. 
OOO Mom shouting at you to get up. OO Catnap in the storeroom. O Snooze alarm. 


PCCOMPUTING.COM 
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Quality Capsule: CNN Time Capsule 
takes a thoughtful look back on 1995. 

CNN TIME CAPSULE: 

THE DEFINING 
MOMENTS OF 1995 

ooooo 

CNN Time Capsule: The Defining 
Moments of 1995 is thoughtfully designed, 
letting you skim a topic’s surface or dig in 
deep. Pick from the CD’s top stories of the 
year, search by place or keyword, check 
for top stories of each day of the year, or go 
online for more timely news. The video and 
interviews are intelligent, and the presenta¬ 
tion is spiffy. One complaint: I couldn’t turn 
off the irritating audible click that accom¬ 
panies each mouse click. 

CNN Time Capsule: The Defining Moments of 

1995 / Graphix Zone / (800) 828-3838, (714) 833-3838 / 
$30 est. street price / Reader Service No. 723 



PpP FACES OF CONFUCT OO 

HRH At first glance you’ll think this is 
I I your chance to catch up on all 

those world atrocities you’ve been neglect¬ 
ing. But this disc has too little info, too 
poorly explained. The best bit is a globe 
that highlights 20 hot spots. Clicking on a 
spot produces a video and a thumbnail 
explanation of what all the killing is about. 
But Faces of Conflict never delivers on its 
title. Instead of looking at individuals 
affected by the conflicts, you get only slide 
shows with voice-overs and some elemen¬ 
tary facts and figures about trouble spots. 

Faces of Conflict / Graphix Zone / (800) 828-3838, 

(714) 833-3838 / $30 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 724 


ASK ISAAC ASIMOV ... 
ABOUT SPACE OO 

This glacially slow CD starts off 
with a hologram of Isaac Asimov saying 
that he’s not really there. That’s a big 
understatement, considering he’s dead. 
The gimmick is that the sci-fi writer is at 



the Imperial Library on the planet Trantor, 
and he’s going to answer all your ques¬ 
tions about space. That is, if you have only 
five of them—about the seasons, shooting 
stars, phases of the moon, eclipses, and 
why stars twinkle. There are some interac¬ 
tive toys for each answer that help a little, 
but they’re still confusing. I couldn’t get 
one gadget called Gas Boy to work, but 
then I don’t know if I really want some¬ 
thing called Gas Boy to do its stuff. 

Ask Isaac Asimov... About Space / Enteractive / 
(800) 452-9999, (212) 221 -6559 / $25 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 723 


EXPLORERS OF THE NEW 
WORLD OO 

OK, let’s forget about the pre¬ 
sent. Take a trip back in time—but hold on 
to that return ticket. This CD earnestly 
tries to bring a sense of adventure and per¬ 
sonality to history, and certainly you’d 
think they could with material on Colum¬ 
bus, Cortes, and other seafaring dudes. But 
Explorers of the New World, which relies 
on photorealistic settings and video char¬ 
acter animation, shares the explorers’ 
experiences at the level of a badly acted 
educational film. The excitement of dis¬ 
covering a new world is reduced to a few 
terse comments and videos about canoes, 
flowers, and parrots. There’s a time line 
that doesn’t lead anywhere, and text you 
can read in half the time it takes a narrator 
to read it to you. And the melodramatic 
music? That gets old real fast. 

Explorers of the New World / SoftKey / 

(800) 227-5609, (617) 494-1200 / $40 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 726 


summer. Snootz Math Trek is so good 
that if you don’t tell your kids it’s educa¬ 
tional, they might never know. This CD 
has lots to do and lots to explore and oh, 
it just happens to teach multiple-step 
problem solving, spatial visualization, 
the use of coordinates, manipulation of 
geometric shapes, cause and effect, sym¬ 
bols, codes, and more. An intergalactic 
Snootian encrypts secret messages chil¬ 
dren can share with friends. The instruc¬ 
tions are clear and the help feature is 
handy. Why don’t they make programs 
this good for adults? 

Snootz Math Trek / Theatrix Interactive / 

(800) 955-8749, (510) 658-2800 / $35 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 727 


a TRAVELRAMA USA 

OOO 

This CD tries to make geogra¬ 
phy fun, which is more a noble ideal than 
a reality. Travelrama USA is a game for 
up to four players, and its object is to 
drive or fly to different locations across 
the United States and collect postcards 
before you exceed the allotted mileage. 
When you arrive at a city, postcards pop 
up to show you the city’s top attractions. 
However, the game tends to overpower 
the educational aspects of this disc. 
Instead of learning about a particular 
location from the postcards, there’s a ten¬ 
dency to blast through the postcards you 
don’t need until you find the one you do. 
Well, at least they tried. 

Travelrama USA / Sanctuary Woods / 

(800) 943-3664, (415) 286-6000 / $20 list price / 

Reader Service No. 728 



1 SNOOTZ MATH TREK 


■PIB If you think your brain needs a 
jump start, think of your children’s—it’s 
been subsisting on Nickelodeon all 



Shhh! Don’t tell your kids that Snootz 
Math Trek is educational, too. 


nxTaookl THE MULTIMEDIA 
?r gjU BUG BOOK OOO 

Of course, few things hold as 
much attraction for kids as icky, crawly 
bugs. This CD should satiate children’s 
fascination. The scenario is that Dr. Anson 
Pantz (really) accidentally let go of his bug 
collection, and you have to prowl through 
his backyard to help catch them with your 
trusty net. When you capture a bug, you’re 
rewarded with video clips and images of 
that particular insect. The educational buzz 
is on bugs, but with the hunting, puzzles, 
and games, The Multimedia Bug Book 
seems more like an arcade game. 


The Multimedia Bug Book / Workman/Expert / 
(800) 759-2562 / $50 est. street price / 

Reader Service No. 729 


114 


SEPTEMBER 1996 





















labels 

designs 

marketing plans 
press releases 
letters 
corrections 


Okidata 

OL810e 

8 pages per minute 
1200 x 600 dpi output 
Windows ’ and J 
DOS compatible 
5 year LED printhead 
limited warranty 
$729 (with manufacturer's 
rebate)* 

1-800-OKI- TEAM x646 
http://www.okidata.com 


)kidata makes a full line of Windows, ties and Adobe" PostScript" compatible personal bL 
/orth of experience. Ready for an upgrade? For a full spec sheet, call Fax Back 1 -80jj( 






WHEN CONSIDERING A SERVICE 
BE SURE TO READ THE GIGANTIC 


NEXT-BUSINESS-DAY AT-YOUR-DESK 
SERVICE GUARANTEE* 

If your Dell system experiences a covered hardware failure 

while it is under a next-business-day, on-site service contract | 

purchased from Dell, and if Dell has dispatched a service 

call before 5:00 PM local customer time, Monday through 

Friday, a technician, if needed, will arrive at your 

location to address your problem by the end of the next I 

business day. In the rare event that the technician does I 

not arrive as promised, let Dell know. Your situation I 

will receive top priority for resolution, plus you will I 

receive an additional month of service for free. 






• Mini Tower Model 

• 32MB EDO Memory 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

• NEW 3.2GB Hard Drive [11ms] 

• /V£W17HS Trinitron Monitor (15.9" v.i.s., 
.26 dp, 1600x1200 max. res.) 

• /V£W#9 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D Video Card 

• 8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS® Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows® 95 

• Microsoft® Windows NT®/30 Days 
Free Support/MS Mouse 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty* 

• Now, Microsoft Windows NT 
4.0 Upgrade Coupon included at 
no extra charge .* 

• Upgrade to a 4.2GB hard drive, 
add $125. 


• Mini Tower Model 

• 32MB SDRAM Memory 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [11 ms] 

• 15TXTrinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• NEW 49 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D Video Card 

• 8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Card 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support/MS Mouse 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• Upgrade to a 17LS monitor (15.7" v.i.s.}, 
add $199. 

PICTURED SYSTEM 


$2999 $2499 



You may think all service programs are the 
same. But take a look at Dell's and one big 
word jumps out: Guaranteed. 

Only Dell*guarantees 
that if there's a problem 
with your PC, a Dell-certified 
technician will be at your desk the next 
business day, servicing your PC. And in the 
rarest of events that we're not there the next 
day, you get an extra month of service at no 
charge. Just two of the many reasons why 
PC Magazine readers recently gave Dell an 
"A" for service and reliability. 

The Dell service program reassuringly 


Business Lease 0 : $111/Mo. Business Lease: $92/Mo. 

Order Code #500328 Order Code #500317 


covers your Dell Dimension system for three 
full years. This includes one complete year 


DELL DIMENSION XPS P166s 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 


NEW DELL DIMENSION P133v 

133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 


of Guaranteed Next-Business-Day, On-Site 


• Mini Tower Model 

• 16MB SDRAM Memory 
•512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• NEW 3.2GB Hard Drive [9.5ms] 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• NEW #9 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D Video Card 
•8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Card 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support/MS Mouse 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• Upgrade to 32MB SDRAM, add $225. 


• Mini Tower Model 

• 16MB SDRAM Memory 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [11ms] 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 
•8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 28.8 Data/Fax Modem 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support/Dell Mouse 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• 1.BGB/3.2BB Travan Tape Backup with 
Accelerator, add $225. 

• 3Com® EtherLink • Interface Combo 
Card, add $99. 


$2199 $1799 


service 4 and two additional years of Next- 
Business-Day Parts Delivery. 

Call today to order a Dell Dimension. It 
comes protected by the Dell service program. 
And something else unique: a guarantee. 

DCLL 


800 - 876-3355 

http://www.dell.com 

Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm In Canada? call 800-233-0750 


Business Lease: $81/Mo. Business Lease: $67/Mo. r—— - 

Order Code #500315 Order Code #500313 |. Keycode #02146 


'Guarantees available in the U.S. only for registered owners of Dell Dimension systems purchased after 8/1/93. tFor a complete copy of our Guarantees or Limited Warranties, please write 
Dell USA L.P., 2214 W. Braker Lane. Suite D, Austin. TX 78758. AOn-site service provided by BancTec Service Corp. On-site service may not be available in certain remote locations. 
OBusiness leasing arranged by Leasing Group, Inc. ♦Prices and specifications valid in the U.S. only and subject to change without notice. The Intel Inside logo and Pentium are registered 
trademarks of Intel Corporation. MS, Microsoft, Windows, Windows NT and the Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. 3Com and EtherLink are registered 
Trademarks of 3Com Corporation. ©1996 Dell Computer Corporation. All rights reserved. 
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Creating your Web site used to be difficult and time 
consuming, but that’s a thing of the past. Now, 
Microsoft® Frontpage™ takes the mystery out of Web site 
creation and management. With easy-to-use function¬ 
ality that makes creating tables and frames as easy as 
clicking your mouse, no code will stand in the way 
of you and your Web site. And because the Frontpage 
Web authoring and management tool incorporates the 
familiar interface of Microsoft Office for Windows 95, it 
works just like the tools and programs you already know. 


Create exciting Web sites. 


Microsoft Frontpage gets you up and running fast. 

With the help of Wizards and templates, you can create 
unique individual pages or Web sites for an intranet or 
the Internet easily. And with WebBot™ components, 
you can add great features like forms, full-text searches, 
and other interactive functions so your site will really 
come to life. 












Call (CCC) -i£C-i:4CC lei ilia name cl a u 
Cl visit umuulcLescluecm, uciiiiia^a.. 


crosoft Office for Windows 95 product are eligible for a $40 rebate. Offer good thru 3/31/97. 
and Windows NT are registered trademarks and Frontpage, WebBot and Where do you want 
ed trademark in the U.S. and other countries, licensed exclusively through X/Open Company, l 


>go today?: 


Management made easy. 


Web sites are dynamic and now you can make changes to your site 
on the fly. Microsoft’s Frontpage Explorer gives you the tools you need 
to manage your Web site. Whether using the Outline view to see 
a hierarchical representation of your site or utilizing the AutoCorrect 
Backlink to easily update your broken links, customizing, organizing, 
and rearranging a Web site just doesn’t get any easier. 

And finally, with the FrontPage Server Extensions, you can host 
your Web site on Web servers running on the Microsoft Windows® 95 
operating system, Microsoft Windows NT,® or several varieties of UNIX.® 

New Microsoft FrontPage.The best tool for creating and managing 
professional Web sites without programming. 








I ts a 32-bit world. Finally. No matter what type of business 
you’re in, there’s a 32-bit version of Windows to fit your 
needs. For the vast majority of PC users working on average 
day-to-day tasks, there’s Windows 95. And for the information 
elite, who need 32-bit applications that run in a high- 
performance, high-security, bulletproof working environment, 
there’s the upcoming 
Windows NT 4.0. Both 

operating systems, despite some crucial differences, share a 
common interface and a growing roster of essential productivity 
applications. And this year, for the first time, they share top 
billing in PC Computings annual Windows Superguide. 

For the fifth edition, we asked Windows superexperts Ed Bott 
and Woody Leonhard to dig deep into their treasure trove of 
insider’s tips, covering the essential tasks that every Windows user 
faces, every day. This is truly the ultimate Windows Superguide— 
a complete road map to the new 32-bit landscape. 
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NT 4.0 work the way you want 


beginning. Here’s bow to configui 
the basic building blocks of the 
Windows interface—from the 
desktop to the Recycle Bin-—for 


;r is a lot more 
little less) than 

a file manager. Use it to keep track 
of files, folders, fonts, printers, 
and much more. 


and images look great on the screen, 

on the page, and on the Web. 

Plug and Play works- 
most of the time. When it doesn’t, 
here’s how to deal with modems, 
multimedia devices, and other 

occasionally cranky add-ins. 

Ready to hit 
the road, Jack? Windows 95 has a 
slew of nifty notebook features—but 
don’t call for the airport shuttle until 
you’ve tuned your portable PC? for 


to know about networking you 
already learned in kindergarten: 
Sharing is good. Don’t forget you 
password. And be nice to your 
administrator. 

You don’t spend ev 
waking hour connected to the 
Internet—at least not yet. Here’s 


Wait! Put dou 

that hammer! Before you give in 
to the urge to smash your screen t 
smithereens, try these 
troubleshooting techniques. 






SUPERGUIDE 


Windows 95 and NT: Setup and Startup 


Custom Configuration 


We’ve said it before and we’ll say it again: Windows 95 may take only a 
few hours to install, but it can take weeks or months to configure 
properly. That’s especially true if you’re an experienced Windows user. 
Besides unlearning all the secret Windows 3.1 settings and Program 
Manager shortcuts that are irrelevant in Windows 95, you'll face a long 
list of options whose default settings are guaranteed to make every 
action take twice as many steps as it should. Our recipe for maximizing 
your Windows 95 productivity is based on the principle that simple is 
almost always better. Don’t take any default for granted; instead, use 
the Control Panel and the ubiquitous right-mouse-button Properties 
menus to disable unnecessary confirmation dialog boxes and fine-tune 
the features you need. Then organize the desktop and the Start menu 
to put the programs you need as close as possible. Most of these steps 
are easy, and we won't go over the basics here. But we bet we’ve found 
a few shortcuts you’ve never thought of. 


Quick Connections 

How can I install Windows 95 on 
a new PC when the computer 
doesn’t have a CD-ROM drive? I 
have only the CD-ROM version tic 

of the software. ne 

Quick Results: Do the Right-Click 


With Windows 95, the right mouse-button finally 
makes up for all those years when it was 
practically pointless. Right-clicks typically pop up 
useful context menus, and you’ll be amazed at 
the places where a right-click comes in handy. 


This is a particularly vexing problem 
with new notebooks, which rarely 
include a built-in CD-ROM player. 
Fortunately, a pair of old-but-useful 
MS-DOS utilities offer a simple solu¬ 
tion, as long as you can maneuver the 
new PC close to another machine 
that does have a CD-ROM 
drive. First, connect the 
two systems with a null- 
modem serial cable or a 
bidirectional parallel cable. 
On the desktop PC, run 
lntersvr.exe; because it 
requires MS-DOS mode, 
you’ll first need to load 


• Windows Explorer In the Windows Explorer 
and folder windows, right-click to cut or copy 
files from one folder and paste them into another. 

• Dialog Boxes In common dialog boxes 
[File/Open, File/Save), right-click on one or more 

; files or folders to rename or copy the selection, 

; or create a new folder. 

• My Computer The Properties menu for My 
Computer gives you quick and easy access to 
i the Control Panel System applet. 

• Network Neighborhood Right-click on the 

; Network Neighborhood and choose Properties 
to reconfigure network components. 

• Selected Text On any selected text (such as a 
filename), right-clicking gives you a Copy choice, 

[ even in applications that don’t allow editing, such 
las Web browsers. This feature is especially useful 
on the Open line in the Run dialog box (or any 
! place you might want to paste a filename). 


real-mode drivers for the 
CD-ROM drive or copy 
the entire Win95 folder 
from the CD-ROM to the 
hard disk. Next, create a 
boot disk for the computer 
without a CD player, copy 
lnterlnk.exe to the disk, and 
create a CONFIG.SYS file 
containing the line 
Device=lnterlnk.exe. After 
both machines have 
restarted, you’ll be able to 
access all the desktop 
machine’s drives from the 
new PC. Can’t find these 
archaic but functional com¬ 
mand-line utilities? Look 
on the Windows 95 
CD-ROM in the Other\ 
Oldmsdos folder. 


Tame the Recycle Bin 

I use the Recycle Bin rarely, if 
ever, and all those deleted files 
use too much disk space. 

This politically correct knockoff of 
the Macintosh trash can is a great idea. 
But like so much of Windows 95, it’s 
sabotaged by dumb defaults. One of 
the first things you should do after 
installing Windows 95 is right-click 
on the Recycle Bin icon, choose Prop¬ 
erties, and adjust these settings. You 
could check the box labeled Do Not 
Move Files to the Recycle Bin, but 
disabling it has an unfortunate side 
effect: Every time you delete a file, 
you’ll have to confirm your decision 
in an Are You Sure? dialog box. 
Instead, open the Recycle Bin proper¬ 
ties sheet and move the Maximum 
Size of Recycle Bin slider to the left 
until it reads 1%. On a 1GB drive, 
that will reduce the space reserved for 
deleted files from its mind-boggling, 
disk-gobbling 100MB default value to 
a more reasonable 10MB. Now 
remove the check from the box 
labeled Display Delete Confirmation 
Dialog. With these defaults, you may 
never even notice that the Recycle Bin 
is running in the background. 

Master the Taskbar 

I want to keep Taskbar buttons 
in a precise order so that I 
always know how to switch 
from one application to the 
other. How can it be done? 
There’s only one way to line up your 
Taskbar icons in an absolutely pre¬ 
dictable left-to-right order every time 
you start Windows 95: Start each 
application in sequence, and don’t 
shut down a single one until you’re 
ready to close them all. There’s no 
way to reorder Taskbar buttons once 
they’re loaded, and even an MS-DOS 
batch file won’t reliably load your 
Windows applications in order—but¬ 
tons appear on the Taskbar in the 
order they finish loading, not the order 
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in which they’re launched. If you’re 
willing to sacrifice the dynamics of the 
Taskbar for a fixed row of buttons, 
third-party program launchers like the 
Microsoft Office Shortcut Bar and 
Starfish Software’s Dashboard offer a 
partial solution to the problem. 


Microsoft doesn't tell you everything. Early this year, the company quietly 
] posted an update to one of Windows 95’s core components, the Kernel32 DLL. 
If you’ve experienced seemingly random General Protection Faults, especially 
during prolonged TCP/IP sessions, this update could solve many of your problems. 
Find it at www.microsoft.com/windows/software/updates.htm. This page is well worth 
visiting—you’ll find lots of free Windows upgrades, including a replacement for the 
Windows 95 Exchange client. You’ll find the most recent PowerToys additions here, too. 
Often, these updates are posted quietly, without any publicity or advance notice. 


Smooth Moves 

I routinely store files in a 
handful of locations, yet 
moving data from one place 
to another takes many clicks. 

Is there a shortcut? 

Once you learn how versatile the Send 
To menu is, you’ll find dozens of uses 
for it. This context menu appears when 


you right-click on any file or folder. 
When you first install Windows 95, it 
contains shortcuts to floppy disks, 
printers, and Briefcase files. Choose 
one of these destinations, click, and— 
zap!—the selected object goes there. 
The good news is you can create a 
shortcut to any application or folder 
and add it to the SendTo folder, which 


you’ll find directly under the Win¬ 
dows folder (or under your personal 
folder if you’ve enabled personal pro¬ 
files on your system). Fill the SendTo 
folder with shortcuts to Notepad, 
WordPad, common data folders, or a 
shared network directory. You don’t 
even need to include the %1 replace¬ 
able parameter for applications, 
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DRIVESPACE 3: DOUBLE YOUR DISK 




Drive Advanced Help 


Drives on this computer: 


aJ 3*i Floppy (A:) 

3.5" Floppy drive 

J5« 

5.25" Floppy drive 



—4 Conner420 (D:) 

Compressed drive 

isi Host for d(H:) 

Host drive for drive D (hidden) 


Essential Upgrade: The enhanced DriveSpace 3 disk 
utility, found only on the Microsoft Plus CD-ROM, can 
recover disk space even without actively compressing files. 





Best Guess: 

After you choose 
the Compress a 
Drive option, 
DriveSpace 
estimates how 
much space you 
would gain 
using normal 
compression. 


Speed Up: To avoid 
compressing files 
later, which can 
reduce performance, 
tell the Plus 
Compression Agent to 
A leave all files 
« uncompressed. 



No Slack: Select this DriveSpace option to 
recover up to 30 percent of big hard disks- 
space previously wasted in large clusters. 
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Windows 95 and NT: Setup and Startup 


although it’s a good idea to enclose 
the full pathname in quotes if it con¬ 
tains any spaces. 

All in a Day’s Work_ 

Is there a way to click one 
button to find all the files I 
created or changed today so 
I can back them up to a safe 
place all at once? 

Accomplishing this task is neither as 
easy nor as neat as it should be. The 
first challenge is to find only files 
stamped with today’s date. Click on 
the Start menu and choose Find, then 
Files or Folders. On the Date Modi¬ 
fied tab, you could simply specify 
today’s date in both fields of the 
Between option; the trouble is, you 
can’t save that choice and then reuse 
the search. Instead, select the During 


the Previous 1 Day(s) option. This 
will find any files changed or saved 
yesterday or today. Sort the search 
results by date to force today’s work 
to float to the top. 

The second challenge is to weed 
out files that aren’t appropriate for 
backup, such as the Windows swap 
file, Internet history and cache files, 
and other temporary Windows 
working files. On the Name & Loca¬ 
tion tab, specify wildcards for rele¬ 
vant filenames and extensions in the 
Named box (find all Word and Excel 
documents, for example, by entering 
*doc;*.xl?); you may also indicate 
one or more folders in the Look In 
box. In either entry, separate multiple 
items with semicolons. Click on Find 
Now to run the search, and select any 
of the files in the resulting list to 
make backup copies. To save the 


search, choose File, then Save Search. 
Windows will plop an icon on your 
desktop without any feedback. Give 
the resulting icon a meaningful name 
like Find Recent Files, and put it on 
the Start menu, or anywhere you can 
get to it in a hurry. 

Version Confusion 

How can I tell at a glance 
which version of Windows 95 
is running on a given system? 

Right-click on My Computer, choose 
Properties, and inspect the General 
tab. The original release of Windows 
95 is version 4.00.950. If you’ve 
installed Service Pack 1, you’ll see an 
a. at the end of this identifier. Proper¬ 
ties sheets for updated system files 
like kernel32.dll may identify them as 
version 4.00.951. 


Windows NT Takes Control 


There's one fundamental difference between Windows 
95 and Windows NT. With the former, you’re the boss, 
with the freedom to add and remove applications, and 
even reformat the hard drive. In the world of NT, those 
privileges are reserved for system administrators. If 
you don’t have that level of permissions, you may find 
that even simple tasks require someone else’s help. 


QjuaUtoPt Cautions 

Can I set up a dual¬ 
boot PC with both 
Windows 95 and 
Windows NT? 

Yes, you can install Win¬ 
dows 95 and Windows NT 
4.0 (workstation or server 
edition) on the same com¬ 
puter and choose either 
operating system at boot 
time—but be prepared to 
live by some severe restric¬ 
tions. If you use the NTFS 
file system on the NT side, 
you will not be able to see 
those files when booting 
into Windows 95. Like¬ 
wise, if you use DriveSpace 
compression or the new 
FAT32 disk partitioning 


software in Windows 95, 
that volume will be invisi¬ 
ble when you start Win¬ 
dows NT. There’s no way 
to migrate your applica¬ 
tions from 95 to NT, 
either. When you install an 
application, remember to 
install it under both oper¬ 
ating systems. 

Personal Menus 

How do I make it easy 
for users to find their 
Personal folders? 

Finding the SendTo folder— 
or the Start menu or Desk¬ 
top or Favorites folder, for 
that matter—takes extra typ¬ 
ing in Windows NT because 
the operating system creates 


a separate set of these files 
for every user under the 
\Prof\\es\Username folder. 
To create universal short¬ 
cuts to these folders, log in 
as Administrator and create 
a new shortcut in the \Pro- 
files\AII Users\Start Menu 
folder. Enter the following 
command: Explorer /e, /root, 
%userprofile%. Call the 
shortcut something like 
Personal Folders. Each user 
will see the new shortcut 
on the Start menu, just 
above the Programs choice, 
and double-clicking will 
take the user directly to an 
Explorer-style view of. his 
or her own folders only. 

Return of Taskman 

How do I kill an ill- 
behaved application 
running under 
Windows NT? 

Beta 2 of Windows NT 4.0 
marked the debut of the 
updated NT Task Manager. 


Like its Windows 95 coun¬ 
terpart, it responds to Ctrl- 
Alt-Del by popping up a 
list of running programs 
and giving you the option 
to kill any one of them 
with a single click. Thanks 
to NT’s powerful memory 
protection, the Task Man¬ 
ager can almost always 
prevail over a hung app¬ 
lication. A new Task Man¬ 
ager tab lets you exercise 
the same life-or-death con¬ 
trol over background 
processes that don’t nor¬ 
mally appear as running 
applications. A third tab 
gives you a close-up view 
of CPU and memory 
usage. Best of all, the Task 
Manager shrinks to a tiny 
tray icon when you mini¬ 
mize it. Right-click on the 
Taskbar to pop up a menu 
choice for the Task Man¬ 
ager. Or find Taskmgr.exe 
in the Winnt\System32 
folder and drag it to the 
Start button. 
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Windows 95 and NT: Setup and Startup 


although it’s a good idea to enclose 
the full pathname in quotes if it con¬ 
tains any spaces. 

All in a Day’s Work 

Is there a way to click one 
button to find all the files I 
created or changed today so 
I can back them up to a safe 
place all at once? 

Accomplishing this task is neither as 
easy nor as neat as it should be. The 
first challenge is to find only files 
stamped with today’s date. Click on 
the Start menu and choose Find, then 
Files or Folders. On the Date Modi¬ 
fied tab, you could simply specify 
today’s date in both fields of the 
Between option; the trouble is, you 
can’t save that choice and then reuse 
the search. Instead, select the During 


the Previous 1 Day(s) option. This 
will find any files changed or saved 
yesterday or today. Sort the search 
results by date to force today’s work 
to float to the top. 

The second challenge is to weed 
out files that aren’t appropriate for 
backup, such as the Windows swap 
file, Internet history and cache files, 
and other temporary Windows 
working files. On the Name & Loca¬ 
tion tab, specify wildcards for rele¬ 
vant filenames and extensions in the 
Named box (find all Word and Excel 
documents, for example, by entering 
*doc;*.xl?); you may also indicate 
one or more folders in the Look In 
box. In either entry, separate multiple 
items with semicolons. Click on Find 
Now to run the search, and select any 
of the files in the resulting list to 
make backup copies. To save the 


search, choose File, then Save Search. 
Windows will plop an icon on your 
desktop without any feedback. Give 
the resulting icon a meaningful name 
like Find Recent Files, and put it on 
the Start menu, or anywhere you can 
get to it in a hurry. 

Version Confusion 

How can I tell at a glance 
which version of Windows 95 
is running on a given system? 

Right-click on My Computer, choose 
Properties, and inspect the General 
tab. The original release of Windows 
95 is version 4.00.950. If you’ve 
installed Service Pack 1, you’ll see an 
a, at the end of this identifier. Proper¬ 
ties sheets for updated system files 
like kernel32.dll may identify them as 
version 4.00.951. 


Windows NT Takes Control 

There’s one fundamental difference between Windows a separate set of these files Like its Windows 95 coun- 
95 and Windows NT. With the former, you’re the boss, for every user under the terpart, it responds to Ctrl- 
with the freedom to add and remove applications, and \Prof\\es\Username folder. Alt-Del by popping up a 
even reformat the hard drive. In the world of NT, those To create universal short- list of running programs 
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SUPERGUIDE 


Windows 95 and NT: Windows Explorer 


Get a Grip on Your Hies 


Many people upgrade to Windows 95 but never venture far beyond the 
Start button: They're the same folks who buy a 24-blade Swiss Army 
knife but use only the screwdriver and nail file. Once you decide to go a 
few clicks deeper—to make Windows work for you, not against you— 
you’ll discover that Explorer rates as the tool of first resort. Much more 
than a simple Windows 3.x-style file manager, Explorer uses the same 
tree-and-list approach to display your desktop, shared computers on a 
local area network, many key parts of the Registry, and even your 
printers and fonts. Someday soon it will also offer a window on the 
Web. Unfortunately, Explorer suffers from several maddening flaws. 

And the worst part is that these design mistakes were deliberate, 
ostensibly to keep novices from hurting themselves. Fortunately, there 
are enough useful tools in Explorer’s collection to help you accomplish 
any common task—even if it sometimes takes an extra click or two. 


Show All Files, 


How can I see every file, 
complete with file extensions, 
on every drive? 

The very first thing every Windows 
95 user should do, after installing the 
operating system, is to open Explorer; 

Quick Results: Changing Icons 


Changing the default desktop icons requires 
playing with the Registry. Start by backing up 
your Registry [see “The Registry: Safety Is Job 
#1," page 131). Then, depending on which 
picture you want to change, look for these 
entries {HKCR = HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT): 


My Computer Find HKCR\ CLSID\{20D04FE0- 
3AEA-1069-A2 D8-08002B30309D}\Defau It Icon. 
Change the [Default] value. 

Network Neighborhood Find HKCR\CLS\D\ 
{208D2C60-3AEA-1069-A2D7-08002 B30309D}\ 
Defaultlcon. Change the [Default] value. 


choose View, Options; switch to the 
View tab; and click on Show All Files. 
Until you manually make this switch, 
Explorer refuses to show any files 
with DLL, SYS, VXD, 386, and DRV 
extensions—in other words, all the 
key files on your drives—as well as 
the folder C:\Windows\Desktop. While 
you’re at it, uncheck the 
Hide MS-DOS File Exten¬ 
sions for File Types that 
Are Registered box. As 
long as you have this box 
checked, it’s almost impos¬ 
sible to change a file’s 
extension. For example, if 
you right-click on the file 
sometext.txt and try to 
rename it sometext.csv, the 
filename will actually be 
changed to sometext.csv.txt, 
and Explorer won’t give 
you a clue that it’s shang¬ 
haied the extension. 


• Recycle Bin You’ll find three icon values 
stored in HKCR\ CLSID\{645FF040-5081-101B- 
s 9F08-00AA002F954E}\Defaultlcon. The 

[Default] value is the one currently shown on 
the desktop, the empty and full values are 
swapped into [Default] as needed. 

• The Exchange Inbox Find HKCR\ CLSID\ 
|{00020D75-O000-O000-C000-O00000000046}\ 
I Defaultlcon. Change the [Default] value. 

• Vanishing Icons To make any icon invisible, 
Ifind a “transparent” icon dike Visual Basic’s 

screen.ico] and use it in the [Default] value. 


Starting Folder 

Can Windows Explorer 
show the contents of 
D:\Myfolder instead of 
its default setting, the 
root of C:\? 

Right-click on the Start 
button and choose Explore, 
then look in the Programs 
folder for a shortcut called 
Windows Explorer. Right- 
click on the shortcut and 


choose Properties. Click on the 
Shortcut tab. Depending on where 
you’ve installed Windows, the entry 
in the Target box should look some¬ 
thing like C:\Windows\Explorer.exe / n, 
/e, C:\. That command starts Explorer; 
the /e switch causes it to start in the 
tree-and-list Explorer view (as 
opposed to the one-pane folder view), 
and the C:\ tells Explorer where to 
begin. (The In switch—which theo¬ 
retically forces Explorer to start in a 
brand new window—in fact does 
absolutely nothing here. Play with it 
and you’ll see.) To convince Explorer 
to open with the contents of 
D:\Myfolder showing in the right pane, 
edit the entry in the Target box to 
read C:\Windows\Explorer.exe /e, 
D:\Myfolder. Note that you can also 
use this trick on shortcuts you create 
on the desktop, on the Start menu, or 
even in program launchers such as the 
Microsoft Office Shortcut Bar. 

Hnpying anil Moving 

Moving or copying files by 
dragging them around in 
Explorer is awkward. Is there 
a simpler shortcut? 

The easiest general-purpose alterna¬ 
tive to the drag-and-drop Explorer 
technique is to select the files or fold¬ 
ers you want to move or copy, use 
Edit/Cut (to move) or Edit/Copy 
(to copy), navigate to the destination, 
and use Edit/Paste to place the files 
or folders in their new location. If 
you’re a keyboard nut, Ctrl-X will 
cut, Ctrl-C will copy, and Ctrl-V 
will paste. To copy a file to a diskette, 
just right-click on the file, pick Send 
To, and choose the appropriate 
diskette drive. If you commonly 
move files to a specific folder, say 
CAArchive, open Explorer, right-click 
on the CAArchive folder, drag it to 
C:\Windows\SendTo, and pick Create 
Shortcut Here. In the future, if you 
right-click on a file and pick Send To, 
the CAArch ive folder will appear as an 
optional destination. Note that when 













It’s your business. 

Who would you trust to back you up? 



Nowdays, businesses of all sizes, everywhere, 
rely on the same precious commodity. Information. 

Customer records, inventory, tax information, 
are the lifeblood of your business. And, while 
most data is safe, a computer virus, human error 
or other catastrophic event, and your data could 
vanish into thin air. 

That’s why it’s so essential to back up. 

D..im.d ftr The easiest and most reliable way to 
protect your data comes from the company 
tiiicrK ever y° ne trusts. Hewlett-Packard, the 
.wmmVk world leader in tape backup. The affordable 


HP Colorado T1000 stores up to 800 MB' using new 
TRAVAN " technology. It includes true Windows* 95 
software. One button backup and unattended oper¬ 
ation make it a snap. 

Other Hewlett Packard tape drives range from 
350 MB' up to 24 GB‘. So whether you’re backing up 
your PC or your network, HP has a solution for all 
of your storage and backup needs. 

Now there’s no excuse to leave your data un¬ 
protected. Your business depends on it, and you can 
depend on Hewlett-Packard. Visit your dealer, or call 
1-800-826-4111 ext. 1296 for more information. 
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NetportExpress" PRO 
external print server 

Manage and control all your 
printers from a single console. 
Both our external and new internal 
print servers support NetWare* 
Windows NT,* LAN Managerf 
LAN Server*AppleTalk* and 
multiple UNIX* flavors. 



NetportExpress™ PRO 
internal print server 

Both print servers come with 
a graphical user interface that 
gives you remote management, 
easy installation, and 
hassle-free configuration. 



www.intel.com/comm- 

net/sns/tum/pcc2.htm 

Visit our Web site to learn how 1 
to trade up to our NetportExpress I 
PRO print server or how to ■ 

get an evaluation unit. 

Or call 1-800-538-3373, ext. 165. 
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the file you’re moving is on the same 
logical drive as the one in the SendTo 
folder, this trick only moves the file— 
it won’t create a copy. 

Using Notepad 

How can I move Notepad to the 
top of the list of applications I 
use to open a file? 

When you double-click on a file with 
an unregistered extension (say, 
read me. 1 st) you get an Open With dia¬ 
log box that lists dozens of programs 
you can use to open the file. This list is 
arranged alphabetically, a fact you can 
use to control the order of items on the 
list. Make a copy of C:\Wi ndows\ 
Notepad.exe called C:\Windows\_Note- 
pad.exe (note the underscore). Open an 
Explorer window; choose View, 
Options; select the File Types tab; then 


II Documentation doesn’t always tell the truth. For instance, Windows 
Wf Explorer’s three command-line switches are incorrectly documented in the 
Windows Resource Kit. The command Explorer /e, C:\Windows starts 
* Explorer in List view at C:\Windows. Explorer /n, D:\Temp starts a new copy 
of Explorer in Icon view at DATemp. If the command line has both a /n and a /e 
switch, the /n is ignored. The /root switch keeps Explorer from showing folders 
above the starting folder in the hierarchy. Explorer /n, /root, CAWindows starts 
a new copy of Explorer in Icon view at the folder CAWindows. In this case, you’ll be 
able to look at everything below CAWindows, but Explorer will beep at any attempt 
to move to folders above CAWindows and prevent you from seeing their contents. 


click on New Type. In the box labeled 
Associated Extension type dummy (or 
some other filename extension you 
never expect to use). Click on the 
New button under the blank Actions 
window. In the Action box, type 
Open. Then click on the Browse but¬ 
ton and find CAWindows\_Notepad 
.exe. Keep clicking on OK until 
you’re back at the Explorer window. 
Now any time you double-click on a 


file with an undefined extension, the 
Open With dialog box will list 
_Notepad first. 

Editing BATs 

Is there a way to edit, not run, 
a batch file when I double-click 
on its entry in an Explorer 
window? 

Windows 95 actively prevents you 
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from changing the double-click 
default for the BAT extension from 
Run to Edit. If you open Explorer, 
choose View, Options, switch to the 
File Types tab, scroll down to 
MS-DOS Batch File, and click Edit, 
you would expect to be able to 
change the default behavior by click¬ 
ing once on the Edit action, then 
clicking on Set Default. Unfortu¬ 
nately, Windows 95 grays out the Set 
Default button. Fortunately, you can 
take matters into your own hands by 
hacking the Registry. Run Regedit, 
taking care to make a backup before 
you do anything else (see “The Reg¬ 
istry: Safety Is Job #1,” page 131). 
Change the HKEY_CLASSES_ROOT\ 
batf i le key’s EditFlags value from DO 
04 00 00 to DO 00 00 00. Close 
Regedit. Now go back into Explorer, 
and the Set Default key will no 


longer be grayed out. Set Edit as the 
default, and every time you double¬ 
click on a BAT file, Notepad will pop 
up with the file already loaded for 
you to modify. 

Rename the Recycle Bln 

Can I change the name of the 
Recycle Bin? 

It’s easy to change the names of most 
of the standard desktop icons— 
replacing the cutesy My Computer, 
for example, with something a little 
more dignified—by simply right- 
clicking on the icon and choosing 
Rename. So it’s hard to imagine why 
Microsoft overlooked this one. To 
change the Recycle Bin’s name, you’ll 
have to go into the Registry again. 
Run Regedit, make a backup of the 
Registry, then scroll down to the key 


called HKEY_CLASSES_R00T\CLSID\ 
{645FF040-5081-101B-9F08- 
00AA002F954E}, and change the 
(Default) value to whatever you 
want—say, Trash Can. Restart Win¬ 
dows 95 (choosing Close All Pro¬ 
grams and Log On as a Different User 
is sufficient), and the Recycle Bin will 
have a new name. Note that you can 
completely eliminate the name of any 
of the standard desktop icons: Simply 
rename the icon and make the new 
name a space. Look in the Quick 
Results sidebar at the front of this sec¬ 
tion to see the keys for some other 
common icons. Keys for the Microsoft 
Network and Internet icons are HKCR\ 
CLSI D\{00028B00-0000-0000-C000- 
000000000046}\Defaultlcon and 
HKCR\ CLSID\{FBF23B42-E3F0- 
101B-8488-00AA003E56F8}\ 
Defaultlcon, respectively. 


File Handling NT-Style 


There’s no visible difference between the Windows 95 
Explorer and its Windows NT 4.0 counterpart. Under 
the surface, though, there are differences between the 
file systems used by the operating systems: NT 4.0’s 
security-conscious NTFS adds a Security tab to every 
file and folder’s properties sheet; it also permits data 
compression on a case-by-case basis. 


Ihe Desktop 

Where are shortcuts 
and other objects I’ve 
placed on my desktop 
really stored? 

If you’ve spent time on a 
Windows 95 PC, you’ve 
probably become accus¬ 
tomed to opening the \Win- 
dows\Desktop folder. That’s 
the easy-to-remember loca¬ 
tion for a simple, easy-to- 
use operating system 
intended for a single user. 

On a Windows NT sys¬ 
tem, though, you’ll need to 
go at least two layers 
deeper to find your Desk¬ 
top folder. Because NT is 
designed to allow multiple 
users to log in without 


stomping all over each oth¬ 
er’s data, every user gets a 
separate Desktop folder 
stored alongside a brace of 
other user-specific folders 
(Start Menu, Favorites, and 
the like) beneath the 
\Wi n nt\Prof i les\ Username 
hierarchy of folders. 

With Windows applica¬ 
tions that use the new, 
Windows 95-style com¬ 
mon dialog boxes, this dis¬ 
tinction is pretty much 
academic—you’ll always 
find the Desktop at the top 
of the Explorer tree. But for 
older Windows and DOS 
apps, it’s helpful to know 
how to quickly find your 
own Desktop when you 
want to save or open a file. 


Program Groups 

What happens when 
I install a new 
application under 
Windows NT 4.0? 

That depends on what type 
of user you are. If you’ve 
been given the permissions 
of an ordinary user or 
power user, the application 
will be available to you 
alone. Any program groups 
created by the setup pro¬ 
gram will appear only on 
your personal Start menu. 
On the other hand, if you 
have logged in with admin¬ 
istrator privileges, . the 
installation will appear by 
default in the Common 
groups found at the bottom 
of the Programs list for 
every user of that system. 
Look in \W i n n t\ Prof i I es\A 11 
Users\Start Menu to manu¬ 
ally remove or add items to 
this list. Of course, you’ll 
need administrator rights to 
do that, too. 



How do I compress 
and decompress files 
using Windows NT? 

If you’ve set up NT to use 
the Windows 95-compatible 
FAT file system, you have 
no compression options. 
Old volumes compressed 
with any version of Drive¬ 
Space will be unavailable to 
NT. On NTFS volumes, 
you can compress individual 
files, folders, or entire drives 
by simply checking a box on 
the Objects properties sheet. 
When you compress a whole 
folder, any new files added 
to that folder are automati¬ 
cally compressed as well. 
Want to use Windows NT 
Explorer to see which files 
and folders are compressed? 
Open any folder window; 
choose View, Options; and 
on the View tab check the 
box labeled Display Com¬ 
pressed Files and Folders 
with Alternate Color. 
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Wide Web. Finally, technology that delivers Web pages the 
way you envisaged them. No more pale imitations. No more 
programming. No more re-formatting. Just stellar Web 
documents. 

I Corel® Office Professional 7 gives you all this plus the 
most robust set of industry-leading business 
applications available in an office suite. And for added 
convenience, you'll find that all core applications are 
compatible with most competitive software. Go beyond 
traditional document creation. Experience tomorrow's 
office software—today! 

Paradox® 7 

Paradox® 7 delivers 
a winning combination 
of ease of use, yina ^<23 

performance and 
powerful application \ 



Corel WordPerfect 7 

WordPerfect's extensive cross¬ 
platform compatibility is a 
must for optimum enterprise¬ 
wide communications. Corel® 

WordPerfect " 7's innovative I 

new features, exclusive tools i 
and superior Internet 
support continue to make it 
the word processor of choice 
for any office. 

Plus Value-Added Features 
and Applications! 

CorelDRAW"' 6 illustration module - an incredibly fast and 
powerful graphics application 
CorelFLOW™ 3 - for high impact business graphics 
Sidekick"’ 95 - an innovative personal organizer 
Corel Time Line - the ultimate project management software 
Netscape Navigator "’ 2.01 Internet browser 
Dashboard ™ 95 - desktop application launcher 
InfoCentral”’ 7 - a powerful database information manager 
GroupWise™ 4.1 client license t 
Corel® A to L - an extensive electronic reference tool 
Envoy 7 - a versatile electronic document publisher 
Corel* Barista"' technology (in Corel® WordPerfect® 7, Corel® 

Quattro 1 Pro 7 and Corel 1 Presentations™ 7) 

Quick View Plus " - view over 200 document formats 
IBM* Voiceiype ™ Control 

1,000 top-quality fonts tsingle-user client license for GroupWise™ 4.1 only. No actual software or documentation included. 

■ 10,000 clipart images with full-color reference guide y resentat| ons^ CorelDRAW. Barista. CorelFLOVV, Make It Fit and InfoCentral are 
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development—plus ultra¬ 
smooth integration with 
Corel® WordPerfect® 7 and 
Corel® Quattro® Pro 7. 


Corel® Presentations™ 7 

When you need to inform, 
educate or persuade, Corel® 
Presentations™ 7 will put the 
Internet to work for you—it's ® 
an incredibly effective way to 
convince your audience. 



esGfteAp. [ E 


1-800-EGGHEAD \ 

*US$ plus applicable taxes. 


1-613-728-0826 ext. 3080 
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Windows 95 and NT: Printing and Publishing 


Outstanding Output 

It’s never been more important to present your ideas clearly and 
concisely. Windows 95 includes a complete set of tools to help you get 
your thoughts on paper—even when the “paper” is strictly virtual, as in 
a Web page. Take advantage of those tools and you’ll find that you get 
your point across quicker and more effectively than ever before. Abuse 
the tools, and your audience will suffer with Ransom Note fonts and 
documents that have amateur written all over them. This chapter 
tackles the tough questions you'll have when trying to get documents 
out of your machine and into the physical world. It also includes a 
couple of previously undocumented tips to help you move fonts 
between machines, and pointers to important Web sites with dozens 
of tricks to make your HTML pages leap from the screen. 


Switching. Trays 

My Hewlett-Packard LaserJet 4 
has both the standard paper 
tray and a manual-feed tray. 
How do I quickly switch from 


the default paper tray to 
manual feed and back? 

Install a second copy of the printer 
driver and set it up to default to man¬ 
ual feed. Double-click on My Com¬ 
puter, Printers, and Add Printer. 

Follow the wizard to install 


Quick Results: Maximum Fontage 


You can never be too rich 01 too thin or have 
too many fonts. Even power users can miss the 
hidden font goodies built into Windows 95. 

• Take a Test Drive Ever wonder which font 
lies buried in a file called, oh, TT0620M_.TTF? 
Windows 95 has a full font-charting tool, 
complete with printable tables of font samples. 
Simply double-click on any TTF file. 

• Snag It Once you’ve found a font you like, 
just click and drag the font to your Fonts folder. 
Windows 95 automatically installs the font, 

j making it immediately available in most 
applications. 

• Make the Most of Marlett The monospaced 
l [each character takes up the same amount of 
line space) system font called Marlett is used by 

i Windows 95 to draw pictures, symbols, and 
i borders. You won’t find Marlett in the Fonts 
folder-it's built into the system-but you can 
select it from the font list in any program. 

• Get Back, Jack When you install the 
Microsoft Plus pack, it changes the default 

: DOS-box font from Courier to Lucida Console. If 
you prefer Courier, go into the Control Panel, 
then Add/Remove Programs; click on Microsoft 
Plus for Windows 95, then on Add/Remove. Pick 
Visual Enhancements and uncheck the 
’ Enhanced MS-DOS Font box. 


a second printer driver— 
attached to your current 
printer port—that’s the same 
as the first, and give it a name 
like LJ4 Manual Feed. (No, 
you don’t want to make it 
your default printer.) Right- 
click on the new icon, pick 
Properties, and set this 
printer driver to manual feed 
(usually under the Paper 
tab). To quickly switch to 
manual feed, simply select 
this second LJ4 driver in the 
Print dialog box. To switch 
back, pick the original driver 
in the Print dialog. 

Copying Fonts 

How do I copy one or 
more fonts from 
another machine onto 
my PC, using a local 
area network? 

If you double-click on the 
Fonts shortcut in the Con¬ 
trol Panel or use Explorer to 
navigate to your \Win- 
dows\Fonts folder, Windows 
95 brings up a phony folder 
that lists all the fonts cur¬ 
rently installed on your 


PC—whether the TTF font files are 
physically located in \Windows\Fonts 
or not. (If the font resides outside the 
\Windows\Fonts folder, you’ll see a 
“shortcut to” arrow in the lower left 
comer of the font’s icon.) Even more 
bizarre, if you use Explorer to look in 
another networked computer’s \Win- 
dows\Fonts folder, you’ll still see a list 
of all the fonts that are currently 
installed on your computer. Windows 
Explorer will not let you view the 
fonts stored on someone else’s 
machine. Period. 

There are two ways to install fonts 
from a networked PC onto yours. The 
fastest technique is to open your Fonts 
folder; choose File, then Add New 
Font; hit the Network button; and 
browse to your coworker’s \Win- 
dows\Fonts folder. But if you do that, 
you can’t double-click on the TTF files 
to preview a font before installing it. 
The alternative is to map your 
coworker’s hard drive to a free drive 
letter, open an MS-DOS prompt win¬ 
dow, navigate to the \Windows\Fonts 
folder on the mapped drive, then COPY 
*.TTF to any convenient location on 
your hard drive. Now you can install 
the new fonts by simply dragging 
them into your Fonts folder. 

Page Breaks 

Why don’t the line and page 
breaks in a printed document 
match what I see on the screen 
in my word processor? 

Sometimes it’s the fault of the word 
processor, but most frequently the 
problem lies in the way fonts are ren¬ 
dered onscreen: That is, the font you 
see on the screen is not identical to the 
one that gets sent to the printer. 
Built-in printer fonts are notorious for 
this kind of dissonance. Eliminate the 
problems by sticking with TrueType 
fonts (generally identified with a TT 
in the drop-down font boxes found in 
many applications). You can even 
force Windows 95 to ignore non- 
TrueType fonts: Open the Fonts 
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Whether your business relies on basic spreadsheets or the most advanced multimedia 
applications, ViewSonic® has the perfect Graphics Series monitor for YOU! In fact, our 
Graphics Series offers NINE different monitors, ranging from 15" through 21" (vari¬ 
ous viewables) for both PC and Mac® systems. Each provides a unique combination 
of performance, features, value and screen size to meet your specific needs. 

Graphics Series Monitors 

Our Graphics Series offer features like OnView® controls for easy on-screen adjust¬ 
ments, ViewMatch® to match screen color to printer output, and overscan 
capabilities which provides use of the entire screen. And !P% & TCay + for easy 
installation with Windows® 95. 



With high fidelity speakers integrated into the bezel for directed stereo sound, a built-in 
microphone* headphone jack, as well as mute and volume controls, these award- 
winning monitors offer a unique experience in sight arid sound. 

The ultimate in high performance monitors, the ViewSonic GT770 and GT800 blend 
aperture grille mask technology and the vertically flat SonicTron™ screen to pro¬ 
duce the sharpest, most brilliant colors from center to comer. The high contrast 
images are the richest and brightest available today. 

Our monitors are backed by a limited 3-year warranty 
CRT, parts and labor... the best in the business. Plus 
your company can take advantage of our special 
48-hour Express Exchange" Service option. 

ViewSonic® 

At ViewSonic, we make more than just good 
business monitors. We make good business sense. 


Phone: (800) 888-8583 or (909) 869-7976; Agent Code 6656 
Internet: http://www.viewsonic.coni 
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Introducing Agent 95”, the performance companion for Windows® 95 that automatically alerts you to bottlenecks,! 
memory hogs and situations that cost you time and aggravation. Agent 95 includes four “agents” that work in 
real time to help you maximize your PC’s performance and RAM compression. Prevent slowdowns and ^ 
take the guesswork out of your system’s performance. Look for Agent 95 at computer stores everywhere. ^ 

For information call 1.800.571.7558 or visit www.connectix.com. 


Connectix 


Agent 95. Prevent big slowdowns. 
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folder; click on View, Options; select 
the TrueType tab; and check the 
Show Only TrueType Fonts box. If 
you must use PostScript Type 1 
fonts, make sure you have installed 
the most recent version of Adobe 
Type Manager. 

HTML Formatting 

My HTML files look downright 
strange and the HTML editor 
either refuses to open the file, 
shows unexpected text and 
formatting on the screen, or 
shuts down with a General 
Protection Fault. What’s 
happening? 

Most of the time, bizarre Web-page 


You can quickly install fonts with Windows Explorer. Just drag and drop a 
| TTF file into the Fonts folder on your hard disk. Don’t be surprised, though, 
if your new font doesn’t show up immediately in the font list. You can hit 
F5—the usual Windows Explorer key for updating the display—and the font may 
still refuse to appear. If you try to install the font a second time, Explorer warns you 
that it’s already installed, and in all other respects Windows 95 behaves as if the font 
is installed. Fortunately this bug is merely annoying, not dangerous. The fix is easy: 
Closing and restarting Explorer usually solves the problem. 


formatting problems can be traced to 
missing tags. For example, a <B> tag, 
which turns subsequent text bold, 
must be matched with a correspond¬ 
ing </B> tag, which turns off the bold 
characteristic. 

If you can’t open your HTML file 
with one of the common Web 
authoring packages, such as Internet 
Assistant for Word, try using 


Notepad or a word processor to open 
the file as plain text. Scan the file for 
HTML tags with missing mates. If 
you’re ready to go crazy—and when 
the page has more than a few format¬ 
ting tags, you will—try an automatic 
scanner. We recommend Neil Bow¬ 
ers’ Weblint, available for $16.95 per 
year. (A six-month trial version is 
available for $9.95.) 


GUIDED TOUR 


STOP THE PRESSES: BATCH PRINTOUTS 



There was an error writing to \\Woody\lj4 for printer (LJ4 Upstairs) 
The network printer is no longer available. Contact your 
system administrator, or try using a different printer. 

This printer will be set to work offline. 

To save your print job in the local printer queue, dick OK. 


Cancel | 


Lose It: If your PC has been disconnected from the 
network printer, some applications such as Word 
refuse to print, but others like WordPad [shown here) 
spool output until later. 


Hold It: Desktop users-particularly those with 
shared printers-may want to use the Add Printer 
wizard to create a “new” printerthat saves print jobs 
until they’re manually released. 


LJ4 Upstairs printer has 3 job(s). 

To start printing these jobs, dick Yes, To pause printing, 
dick No. To delete these jobs, dick Cancel. 


■# LJ4 Upstairs 

Printer Document 

View Help 

1 Document Name 

| Status 


ao 


jNjO 


Get It: Portable users needn’t pause or resume 
manually-Windows 95 takes care of it. When you plug 
fyour portable into a printer, you’ll see a message like 
this. Click on Yes and printing starts. 


i*]96SG03- Printing and Pub... Paused 
0Win95SG.Explorer.doc Paused 


3 jobs in queue 


Find It: On computers disconnected from the 
network printer or portable systems detached from 
their printers, you can see current spooled output 
status by double-clicking on the Printers folder. 


«r.PCCOMPUTING.COM 
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Windows 95 and NT: Printing and Publishing 


Behind the Scenes 

I’ve run across a great-looking 
World Wide Web page. How 
can I create the same effect in 
my own Web pages? 

HTML documents consist of ASCII 
text exclusively, so borrowing great 
ideas from other Web authors requires 
only the Windows Clipboard. Use 
your browser’s View menu to switch 
the display to the underlying HTML 
source code. (Netscape Navigator 
opens its own viewer; Microsoft’s 
Internet Explorer takes you to Note¬ 
pad.) Select the section of the docu¬ 
ment y ou want to copy—or the entire 
window—and press Ctrl-C. Now 
you can switch to your HTML editor, 
paste in the copied section, and edit 
the text for your page. 

If you want to know not only how 


the effect was done but how the 
imported tags work, we recommend 
checking out Carl Tashian’s How Do 
They Do That with HTML? page at 
www.nashville.net/~carl/htmlguide/ 
index.html. 

ASCII Files 

What’s the easiest way to turn 
a formatted document into a 
simple ASCII text file? 

A few word processors can do the 
conversion automatically, but many 
programs cannot. In those cases, force 
the program to “print” to a file. 

Windows 95 includes a special 
printer driver called Generic/Text Only 
that frequently produces a usable ASCII 
file. Install this driver, then set it up so 
when you “print” to the Generic/Text 
Only printer, Windows asks you to 


provide a file name. Double-click on 
My Computer, Printers, and Add 
Printer. Tell the wizard you want a 
Local Printer, the Manufacturer is 
Generic, and then pick FILE: from the 
Available Ports box. No, you don’t 
want it to be your default printer. 

While you’re adding printers, make 
sure you have at least one PCL and 
one PostScript printer driver available. 
Having these phantom printers 
around can help you track down 
printing problems. Use the wizard to 
install both the Apple LaserWriter and 
Hewlett-Packard LaserJet Series II 
drivers, pointing both of them to 
FILE: in the Available Ports box. 
Later, if you have trouble printing a 
file, try to print to one of these nonex¬ 
istent printers. If the file prints this 
time, the problem may reside in your 
printer’s dedicated driver. 


NT Printer Power 


Onscreen and off, Windows NT 4.0 looks much like 
Windows 95. Because of NT’s richer security options, 
though, you get greater control over shared printers. 
NT printer drivers are different as well, featuring a 
dialog box that makes it easier to set up a new printer. 
Finally, check out NT's Peer Web Services, which let 
you quickly create intranet-ready Web servers. 


Remote Printing 

Whaf’s the best way to 
manage printers on an 
NT network? 

Any authorized user can 
connect to a remote printer 
on a Windows NT server 
or workstation, just as you 
can with a shared Windows 
95 printer. On NT net¬ 
works, though, you can 
also administer the printer 
remotely—if you have Full 
Control access permis¬ 
sions. (Network users in 
the Administrators, Server 
Operators, Print Opera¬ 
tors, and Power Users 
groups have this level of 
permission by default.) 

To manage a remote 


printer, open Network 
Neighborhood and double¬ 
click on the print server’s 
icon. Double-click on the 
Printers folder and then 
double-click on the icon for 
the printer itself. 

New Options 

Where will I find all the 
options unique to each 
printer on my network, 
from paper handling to 
soft font installation 
to halftone setup? 

On a printer connected to a 
Windows 95 computer, 
each driver handles these 
details differently. Under 
Windows NT 4.0, though, 
all these options are 


grouped together on the 
last tab of the printer’s 
properties sheet. Click on 
the Device Settings tab to 
review and change all 
printer-specific options. 
Those that aren’t available, 
for whatever reason, will 
be grayed out. 

Use the remainder of the 
tabs to handle common con¬ 
figuration details, like port 
assignments and device 
sharing. The Scheduling tab 
is particularly useful because 
it allows administrators to 
control spooling and even 
printer availability. For 
example, you might restrict 
the hours of operation for a 
shared color printer that 
uses expensive toner or 
paper or requires a trained 
operator. 

Easy Well 

Is NT 4.0 a Web client 
or a server? 

Microsoft Windows NT 


Workstation 4.0 is both, 
thanks to a suite of net¬ 
work services that turns 
your PC into a personal 
Web server with full FTP 
and Gopher capabilities. 
To install Peer Web Ser¬ 
vices, open the Control 
Panel, double-click on the 
Network icon, select Ser¬ 
vices, and click on the Add 
button. Look in the Peer 
Web Services Group for 
the full set of administra¬ 
tive tools. (You can also 
administer Peer Web Ser¬ 
vices remotely using only 
a Web browser.) 

All the documentation for 
the Web server is available 
online in HTML-formatted 
pages you can read using any 
Web browser. These pages 
provide an overview of the 
system and most configura¬ 
tion options. If you’ve used 
the Internet Information 
Server in Windows NT Ser¬ 
ver edition, you’ll find the 
Peer Web Services familiar. 
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Remember the 

freedom you felt 

the first time you got 


on the Internet? 




Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 



www.microsoft.com/ie 


Secure 

Cofwnun 


Mail & 
Um 


Edit View Go Favorites Help 


o= «=» O 0 tS @ ® 1 

Back Forward Stop Refresh Home Search Favorites] 


Address jhttpV/www.microsoft.com/ie/ 


NetMe 


©1996 Microsoft Corporation. All rights reserved. Microsoft, Windows and Windows NT are registered trademarks and ActiveX, the Microsoft Internet Explorer 
logo and Where do you want to go today? are trademarks of Microsoft Corporation. Macintosh is a registered trademark of Apple Computers, Inc. Java is a 
trademark of Sun Microsystems, Inc. ESPNET is a trademark of ESPN, Inc. SportsZone is a trademark of Starwave Corp. MSNBC is a trademark of MSNBC. 










Now you can find out 
what freedom really means. 


ActiveX" and first-class Java” technology gives 
the web a whole new world of video, full animation, 
sound, and real interactivity. 


Customizable. You can set Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 
to bring you the latest information about your favorite stocks, 
cartoons, sports scores, music clips, news services, ski 
reports, or what-have-you. 



Safe and secure. Microsoft 
Internet Explorer 3.0 supports 
the latest security standards, 
so you can communicate 
freely and safely download 
software from the Internet. 


Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 
is cross-platform. It’s here right 
now for users of Windows® 95, 
and Windows NT® and will soon 
be available for people who use 
Windows 3.1, or Macintosh® 
operating system. 


NetMeeting. Imagine having a virtual real-time meeting 
using a whiteboard and sharing files with groups of 
people in Chicago, Kobe, Stockholm, or wherever. 


The broadest support for existing 
Internet standards, like HTML, 
plug-ins, and JavaScript. And hot 
new technology, like cascading 
stylesheets, so you can see 
everything the web has to offer. 


Remember the first time you came across the web? It was 
like somebody put the entire body of human knowledge in one 
huge book. And gave you the freedom to zip to any page, on 
any subject, anywhere in the world. Weil, now the feeling is even 
larger. You can experience it with monster sound, full animation, 
unbelievable graphics, and real interactivity. Because we’re 
introducing Microsoft® Internet Explorer 3.0. You’ll be free to 
communicate with groups of people across the street or around 
the world. And to interact in completely new ways. Because now 
you can have virtual meetings where you work back and forth on 


the same project. In real time. To make your experience more 
personal, you can customize your tool bar, Favorites, and Quick 
Links. To make it even richer, you’ll have access to free special 
offers from The Wall Street Journal® Interactive Edition, ESPNET ” 
SportsZone, MSNBC; - and more. Everywhere you go, you’ll see 
real freedom, turned loose at the highest level. And as you 
might have guessed, even the software is free. So just click 
on www.microsoft.com/ie. Then download a copy of Microsoft 
Internet Explorer 3.0, have a look around, and see what 
freedom really means. 


Microsoft 

Where do you want to go today? www.microsoft.com/ie 
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Windows 95 and NT: Hardware 


Making It All Work 


Some analysts would claim that the rising popularity of multimedia 
devices shamed Microsoft into releasing Windows 95. That may be a 
little strong, but there’s a kernel of truth in the argument. Adding 
multimedia support to a PC used to take hours, or even days, with 
endless iterations of jumper-twiddling and rebooting punctuated by 
curses. Today it’s hard to imagine what the fuss was about. It's nearly 
impossible to find a recent-vintage sound card that doesn't slide 
smoothly into Windows 95. The operating system's support for 
CD-ROM drives is equally impressive. There’s an exhaustive library 
of modem information files as well—so many that it’s now rare to find 
a communication problem that’s caused by anything other than line 
noise. But like so many parts of Windows 95, the default installation 
often scrimps on performance. If you know where to look, you can 
make data flow faster, simply by checking a box or two. 


Record Results 


I’ve installed a sound card and 
WAV files play properly, but the 
microphone isn’t recording 
sounds. What’s wrong? 

Quick Results: Hardware Tune-up 


Interested in squeezing maximum performance 
from your hardware? Open the Device Manager 
and inspect the properties of every device in 
your system. Then try these settings: 


The mike is plugged into the proper 
jack, right? If you’ve already checked 
the obvious connections, the problem 
may be a simple matter of volume. 
Open the Control Panel and double¬ 
click on Multimedia. On the Audio tab, 
look under Recording. Drag 
the Volume slider to the right 
and try again. If the slider is 
grayed out, you’ll need to 
install the Sound Recorder 
applet (and possibly the Vol¬ 
ume Control as well). To 
find these pieces, double- 


• Floating Point Under System Devices, look 
at the entry for Numeric Data Processor. On 
a machine with an older Pentium chip, you can 
disable floating-point calculations. 


click on Add/Remove Pro¬ 
grams, click on the Windows 
Setup tab, and expand the 
Multimedia group. 


• Serial Ports Check the status of all serial ports 
(you’ll find them under the Port heading). Make 
sure the Bits per Second entry is set at least as 
high as your modem’s maximum speed. 

• FIFO Buffers For each serial port, click on 
the Advanced button and check the status 
of the FIFO buffers. Most modern serial ports 
with 16550 UART chips can handle the largest 
settings, although you should reset to the 
defaults if you experience excessive 

* communication errors. 

• Extended Capabilities Port If your system 
i includes an Extended Capabilities Port, you’ll 

; get fast I/O support only if you enable it 
| manually. Search the Resource Kit for the 
I detailed instructions on assigning the proper 
: IRQ and DMA settings for your system. 


What’s My Config? 

My sound card 
appears to be set up 
correctly, but sounds 
don’t play properly, and 
I have trouble enabling 
or disabling some of 
the card’s features. 
How can I fix it? 

Despite the new usability 
features in Windows 95, 
untangling sound problems 
is still about as easy as doing 
brain surgery while blind¬ 
folded. Most likely there is a 
resource conflict of some 
sort in your sound-card 


setup. A quick inspection of the 
device’s properties in the Device Man¬ 
ager should identify the rogue resource. 
But that technique doesn’t always work 
because some devices don’t report all 
the resources they’re using. 

One troubleshooting approach 
worth trying is to attempt to use an 
alternate configuration for the card. 
Open the Device Manager; expand the 
Sound, Video, and Game Controllers 
branch; find the malfunctioning 
device; and click on Properties. If 
there’s no conflict listed on the Gen¬ 
eral tab, try the Resources tab. 
Uncheck the box labeled Use Auto¬ 
matic Settings, and try switching to the 
next ready-made configuration listed 
in the Setting Based On box. Although 
almost none of these options are docu¬ 
mented, in every case they represent 
alternate resource allocations (and in 
some instances they disable features 
you might not be using, such as a 
CD-ROM interface). If one of these 
options is successful, count your bless¬ 
ings. If it doesn’t work, call the sound 
card vendor and enlist its help. 

Modem Massaging 

How can I gel my new high¬ 
speed modem working when 
Windows 95 doesn’t have a 
built-in driver for it? 

First, look in the box that came with 
the modem to see if there’s a driver 
disk. If there is, open the Control 
Panel, double-click on the Modems 
applet, and click on the Add button. 
Check the box that says Don’t Detect 
My Modem and click on Next. When 
you see the list of supported modems, 
click on the Have Disk button and 
point the setup program to the floppy 
disk. Choose your modem’s name 
from the resulting dialog box and click 
on OK. Mission accomplished. 

If you can’t find a driver disk but 
you can access the World Wide Web, 
look in the Windows Driver Library 
(www.microsoft.com/windows/soft- 
ware/drivers/drivers.htm) to see if 
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Introducing bulletproof glass 
for Windows™ NT networks 



-Battery runtime 

Displays remaining battery runtime for 
system use and subsequent outages 

-Utility line voltage 

Power quality display for fast problem diagnosis 

-%UPS load 

Load capacity display prevents UPS overload 


UPS self test 

Unattended scheduled self tests provide peace of mind 

Min./Max. power line voltage 

Useful in diagnosing system problems 

UPS - 

*—nperature 

nitoring for proper 
S temperature to 
extend battery life 



“an excellent piece of 
Mnosn management software 


window NT. -Windows NT Magazine, Editor's Choice 



According to Microsoft, “A UPS is an 
important part of any deployment of 
Windows NT systems...” Fortunately, 

_ APC provides the most comprehen- 

protection against the single largest cause 
of NT data loss—power problems. APC’s 
PowerChute® plus for Windows NT and APC 
Smart-UPS combine to give you the power 
management features necessary to make 
SURE you're protected. 

• Shut down system safely-graceful, unat¬ 
tended shutdown of Win NT & SMS Servers. 
Through scheduled shutdowns you can even 
cut energy costs by up to 76%. 

• UPS testing/status-assures that system 
administrators are informed of power 
problems before they impact system integrity. 


• Remote UPS management-eliminates the 
need to send trained personnel to remote sites 
to configure UPS parameters, reboot servers or 
diagnose power problems. 

• Environmental/power monitoring-allows 
you to quickly diagnose power problems 
and thus decrease network downtime 
without the expense of an electrician. 
PowerChute plus also provides: 

• NEW FlexEvents-Want to be paged or 
have an E-Mail sent to you if there is a 
power problem? FlexEvents allows you to 
specify these and other customizable UPS 
reactions to power events. 

• Systems Management Servers UPS MIF 
Support permits asset management of UPS 
systems. 


SurgeArrest™ & 
ProtectNet™ 

AC and dataline surge 


Back-ups® & 
Back-ups® pro 

VPS for PC and advanced 
workstations 


Smart-UPS® & 
Smart-UPS® V/S 

Manageable UPS for 



"The Smart-UPS not only cuts the leading 
edge of power protection, its PowerChute plus 
software also delivers full management and 
controLIwithj the best combinadon...of new 
’' e features .' -Network Computing 




FREE i 

DEMO DISK | 

or 60 Page Catalog! 


Matrix-UPS™ & 
Accessories 

Modular UPS for client/ 
er datacenters 


AMERICAN POWER CONVERSION 

800-800-4APC 


wli 

Starting at $3499 


Germany-(+49)89 958 235 
France-(+33)05.39.32.03 
UK-(+44)7S3 511022 


Dept. E7 


Japan-(+81)03 3798 38t 































































there’s an update for your modem. If 
there is, you’re in luck. Download the 
driver and follow the same steps to get 
your modem up and running. 

What happens if you can’t find a 
modem setup file? If you’re comfort¬ 
able with the notion of editing the 
Registry, install the closest match you 
can find, then fire up Regedit and 
look for H KEY_LOCAL_MACH IN E\ 
System\CurrentControlSet\Services\ 
Class\Modem. Each installed modem 
gets its own four-digit heading, start¬ 
ing with 0000 (click on the number 
and look for the DriverDesc key to 
see the friendly name). Expand the 
tree for the modem you just installed 
and you’ll find its AT command 
strings buried in here under plain- 
English headings like Answer and 


Do you depend on your favorite music CD to get you through the day? Then 
j you absolutely, positively will want to replace the anemic Audio CD player 
with the full-featured FlexiCD player in the PowerToys add-on. This free utility 
parks a CD icon in the Taskbar tray, where a right-click shortcut menu allows 
you to see track information, skip from track to track, pause, or eject a CD. Microsoft 
also offers a CD AutoPlay Extender that lets you open any CD-ROM as soon as it’s 
inserted into the drive, even if it doesn’t contain AutoPlay startup files. Find these and 
other useful programs at www.microsoft.com/windows/software/powertoy.htm. 


Hangup. Use the modem’s documen¬ 
tation to check all settings, adjust any 
that are incorrect, close Regedit to 
accept the changes, and try your com¬ 
munications program again. 

Mouse Puzzles 

Why does the Device Manager 
misidentify my Microsoft 
mouse and report that a 


nonexistent IBM PS/2-style 
mouse port has been installed 
and then disabled? 

Both of these conditions are the harm¬ 
less results of buglets in Plug and Play 
detection. Windows has only one way 
of detecting whether you’ve installed a 
genuine Microsoft mouse or a generic 
work-alike, and that’s to look in your 
original Windows 3.1 startup files for 
the Intellipoint driver that ships with 
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SIGHTS AND SOUNDS: MULTIMEDIA TIPS AND TRICKS 



Simple Sound: 

Open the Control 
Panel’s Multimedia 
Properties sheet 
and check Show 
Volume Control on 
the Taskbar to 
add a clickable 
speaker icon to the 
notification area. 



Keep It Down: Click once on 
the Taskbar volume control 
button to pop up this slider; 
check the Mute box to quiet 
things down in a hurry. 




Total Control: Audiophile PC owners should double¬ 
click on the Taskbar speaker icon to pop up this 
all-purpose enhanced volume control. 


More Multimedia: There’s more to 
multimedia than sound and CD-ROMs. 
Look here to enable or disable other 
multimedia devices. 
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that model. If you never installed 
those drivers, your mouse will be 
identified as a standard serial mouse. 
The mislabeling has no effect on its 
performance. As for the phantom 
mouse port, it appears because your 
motherboard offers that option, even 
though it’s not actually in use on your 
computer. Again, as long as Windows 
correctly disables the extra port, 
there’s no harm done. 

Smooth Signals 

When I try to play video clips 
from a CD-ROM, the results are 
jerky, with an unacceptable 
number of dropped frames. Is 
this as good as it gets? 
Silky-smooth video is the Holy Grail 
of multimedia computing. It’s unre¬ 
alistic to expect broadcast quality, 
but there are a few things you can do 


to reduce the rough spots. For 
starters, make sure you have enough 
CPU power and memory, because 
video is one of the most resource¬ 
intensive tasks you can ask a com¬ 
puter to perform. Next, make sure 
your CD-ROM cache is optimized 
for video. Right-click on My Com¬ 
puter and choose Properties, select 
the Performance tab, and then click 
on the File System button. For sys¬ 
tems using real-mode drivers, click 
on No Read-Ahead in the Optimize 
Access Pattern For box. If you’re 
using Windows 95’s protected-mode 
CD-ROM drivers, click on the 
appropriate speed for your drive 
(Quad-Speed or Higher, for exam¬ 
ple) and then move the Supplemental 
cache size slider all the way to the 
right (the Large setting). If these tech¬ 
niques don’t work, you may need a 
faster CD-ROM drive or video card. 


Music, Maestro 

How can I play music CDs 
automatically? Right now, 
nothing happens when I insert 
a disc into the drive. 

This is a known problem if you’ve 
turned off Windows 95’s AutoPlay 
feature. To fix it, turn Auto Insert 
Notification back on, or set the Win¬ 
dows CD Player to begin playing an 
audio CD as soon as it is detected. 
Right-click on the Start button and 
choose Explore. Open the Pro- 
grams\Accessories\Multimedia folder, 
right-click on the CD Player icon, 
then choose Properties. On the Short¬ 
cut tab, change the entry in the Target 
box to: C:\Windows\CDPIayer.exe /play. 
Click on OK. Of course, if you’ve 
replaced the built-in Windows CD 
player, be sure to substitute the full 
name of that program’s executable file. 


NT’s Hardware Headaches 


The interfaces for Windows 95 and Windows NT 4.0 
look almost exactly alike—but you'll notice the 
differences in an instant when you try to add a new 
device. When it comes to hardware, NT requires 
patience, technical skills, and a shelf full of 
manuals, which is why we don’t recommend it as a 
day-to-day platform for multimedia aficionados. 


By the Letters 

How do I adjust the 
drive letters for 
disk drives, including 
CD-ROM drives, on 
an NT system? 
Administrators can use the 
Disk Administrator tool to 
permanently assign a drive 
letter to a specific hard disk 
and partition/volume. When 
a new hard disk is added, 
these statically assigned drive 
letters will not change. On 
hard disks, but not on 
CD-ROM drives, you can 
choose not to assign a drive 
letter as well, although you 
may get an error message if 
the drive is in use. This 


change does not require 
rebooting; as soon as you 
click on OK, the drive-letter 
assignment shifts on the fly. 

Games? Not NT... 

Will there be any 
games for Windows 
NT this year? 

Game-players don’t have 
much to look forward to in 
the arrival of Windows NT 
4.0. But there’s at least some 
good news: Both the server 
and workstation editions 
will ship with the full com¬ 
plement of Windows 95 
time-wasters—Solitaire, 
Freecell, and Minesweeper. 
The Space Cadet pinball 


game from the Plus CD is 
also due to ship with NT 
4.0. And id Software has an 
NT version of Doom ready 
to go. Games developed for 
Windows 95 using the 
DirectX libraries will even¬ 
tually work under NT, but 
probably not at first. 
DirectSound and Direct¬ 
Draw extensions will be in 
the shipping version of NT, 
but the DirectPlay and 
Directlnput (joystick) sup¬ 
port won’t arrive until later. 
And the installer for this 
year’s crop of Windows 95 
games will generally, fail 
under Windows NT. 

New Devices 

How do I add a 
modem, sound card, 
or CD-ROM drive to a 
Windows NT setup? 

Modems are easy-just use 
the same INF file that you’d 
use on a system running 


Windows 95. The AT com¬ 
mands and setup strings land 
in identical places in the Win¬ 
dows NT and 95 Registries. 
If you’ve enabled remote- 
access services in Windows 
NT 4.0, you’ll have to go 
through one extra step to 
configure a new modem. 
After the modem installation 
completes, you’ll have an 
opportunity to add the 
device to your list of sup¬ 
ported dial-up networking 
connections. Adding a sound 
card is trickier: If there’s an 
NT driver, you’re in luck; 
but don’t count on finding a 
wide array of supported 
devices—the shipping oper¬ 
ating system will include 
drivers for only the most 
generic sound devices. As for 
CD-ROM drives, SCSI is 
the smartest solution. If 
yours is plugged into a pro¬ 
prietary adapter, check the 
Hardware Compatibility 
List before trying to upgrade. 
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Windows 95 and NT: Mobile Computing 


Time to Travel 


Thanks to Plug and Play, Windows 95 is absolutely, positively your best 
choice as an operating system for a mobile PC. On notebooks designed 
in the Windows 95 era, power management is effortless, and installing a 
PC Card is usually easier than getting cash out of your bank’s ATM. 
Easier, that is, if you can get things configured properly before you head 
for the airport, which is sometimes a big if. Notebook PCs pose special 
setup challenges for Windows 95 users. How special? Take the usual 
configuration headaches you can expect with any desktop PC and 
multiply them by at least an order of magnitude. The issues start with 
limited resources, especially RAM and disk space. Things get more 
complicated when you factor in the often proprietary engineering tricks 
that notebook makers use to shave a few precious ounces off the total 
package weight. And top it off with Murphy’s Law of Mobile Computing: 
The severity of your problem is directly proportional to the number of 
miles between you and your original Windows 95 distribution disks. 


Hot Swapping 


I have a growing collection of 
PC Cards. What’s the right way 
to add and remove them? 

Adding a PC Card to your system is 
easy: Just plug it in. The first time you 


Quick Results: Portable Preparation 


A hotel room or airport lounge is the last place 
you want to be when you realize your notebook 
won’t run your most important application. 

Want to avoid that feeling? Here’s how.... 

• Be Prepared Create an emergency disk and 
carry it with the notebook. The Startup Disk tab 
in the Control Panel’s Add/Remove Programs 
applet does it with a single click. 

• Essential Files Have 30MB of spare disk 
space? Copy all the CAB files in the Win95 folder 
on your Windows CD to your hard drive. You’ll 
never have to hunt for that original CD again. 

• Space Savers If disk space is tight, delete 
disk-hogging options. Desktop themes and 
multimedia players are usually expendable. Open 
the Add/Remove Programs utility and carefully 
go through the Windows Setup tab to make sure 

: you have only the Windows pieces you need. 

• Before You Go Install PC Cards before you 

i leave and verify that they work. At a minimum, try 
inserting and deleting the cards to ensure that 
the drivers load and unload properly. Try each 
: card’s basic functions, too-dialing an online 
service with a PC Card modem, for example. 


use one of these peripherals, Windows 
95 will detect that a new card has been 
inserted and will ask you for a driver 
(some are found on your Windows 
distribution CD-ROM; others require 
a diskette from the manufacturer). On 
subsequent insertions, Windows will 
detect the device and auto¬ 
matically load the driver. To 
remove a PC Card, click on 
the tiny PC Card icon in the 
tray. You’ll see an abbrevi¬ 
ated pop-up menu with 
commands to stop any PC 
Card drivers that are loaded. 
Click on the correct entry, 
then wait for Windows to 
tell you it’s OK to remove 
the device. If PC Card sup¬ 
port is enabled in Windows 
95 but you don’t see a PC 
Card icon in the tray, open 
the Control Panel, double¬ 
click on the PC Card icon, 
and check the Show Control 
on Taskbar option. 


Master of Suspends 

I’ve installed Windows 
95 on my notebook, 
which includes 
Advanced Power 
Management features. 
How can I add the 
Suspend option to the 
Start menu? 


The Suspend choice should appear 
automatically on the Start menu if 
your notebook supports Advanced 
Power Management (APM), version 
1.1 or later. If it’s not there, you can 
add it manually: Head to the Control 
Panel, double-click on the Power icon, 
and check the settings under Show 
Suspend Command on Start Menu. 
Then call the manufacturer of your 
notebook and find out why the APM 
support wasn’t detected in the first 
place. Chances are you’ll need a BIOS 
update to make the notebook’s power 
management features work most effec¬ 
tively with Windows 95. 

Power Play 

Battery life on my notebook is 
less than ideal. Is there any way 
to tune its performance? 

Every notebook handles power man¬ 
agement differently using options set 
in the system BIOS. As long as these 
features follow the APM 1.1 (or later) 
specification, Windows 95 can control 
requests to go into suspend mode— 
closing applications, saving temporary 
files, and unloading drivers as 
needed—and can report reasonably 
accurate estimates of remaining bat¬ 
tery life. To set your power manage¬ 
ment preferences, use the utility that 
came with the notebook. In some 
cases, these utilities are stored in the 
BIOS and triggered with a hotkey 
combination. Other designs require 
an external utility to reset power 
options. Pay particular attention to 
power supplied to hard disks, PC 
Card slots, and active-matrix screens, 
because those are the most likely 
causes of excessive battery usage. 

Seeing Infrared 

How can I put my infrared port 
to work? 

The best use for an infrared port is to 
connect to networks or printers with¬ 
out using a cable. You’ll need an 
infrared adapter like the JetEye Net 
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A breakthrough in sound so real, 
your PC will have its own groupies. 





The crowd keeps growing 
until they have your house surrounded. 

Then the chanting begins. "A-W-E.. .A-W-E.. .A-W-E." 

It seems that Sound Blaster® AWE 32™ PnP is the first 
sound card to develop its own cult following. That's 
because it makes every other sound card seem like a blast 

fromthepast. g Dun[ | g| as t er R|jjE35 PnP. Hear What Vou’ve Been Wissing 

The AWE 32 a 

puts professional 
sound technology 
from E-mu® 


Systems, the professional audio experts, 
inside your PC. It delivers the mind-bending 
realism of wave-table synthesis-which uses 
actual recordings of real sound effects and 
musical instruments. And it plays up to 32 
notes simultaneously, adding new detail 
and richness to your favorite games 
and software. 

AWE 32 is the first sound card 
that supports 3D Positional Audio'" so you can 
hear those dueling guitars coming at you from 
different places in the room. It also features 
Creatives 3D Stereo Enhancement Technology 1 ' 
which makes your whole ■■■■ 
system sound richer and 

mfrfct-pnwcrlut'-7.r .. 

Our apologies to the neighborly*^ 

Our downloadable SoundFont® technology lets you 
add new sounds and instruments to your card. Add up to 
28 MB of memory to create your own audio library. We 
even included a microphone and software for recording 
music and sound effects. And, of course, the AWE 32 
is fully Plug and Play and works with Windows® 95, 
Windows 3.1 and DOS. So installation is a 
no brainer. cw out our m line c 

Sound Blaster ’ 1 Speakers 
Want tO separately at your local 

complete your multimedia 
dream system? Pick up the new 
Blaster CD™8x CD-ROM and Sound Blaster Speakers too, 
at your nearest Creative Labs dealer. But take along your 


III 


bodyguard, in case 
the groupies 
get carried ^1 
away. RS5I 
imimj.creativelabs.coni 
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Cirde 108 on reader service card. 


















Just hit one key and WinFax PRO will 
fax out literally hundreds of multi-page 
newsletters, press releases, invoices or 
purchase orders. 

In fact, one click is all it takes to reach 
out to new customers, stay in touch with 
existing ones and get more business 
from them all. 

Since your faxes are sent directly from 
your PC, they look far more professional. 
And so do you. Our award-winning fax 
software even integrates fax numbers 
from contact manager programs like ACT! 
don’t have to key them in again. 

WinFax PRO runs on Windows 3.1, Windows 
95 and on small office networks. So your 
whole office can fax from their PCs 
without an extra phone line at each desk. 
Look for WinFax PRO at your local computer 
store and in CommSuite'," Symantec's 
integrated communications package. 


For a free guide to growing your business 
with WinFax PRO, call 1-800-453-1183, 
ext. 9339 or visit us at 
www.symantec.com. 


That way, you II always 
end up looking like the 
guy on the left. Even if 
your business suits 
aren’t quite as spiffy. 
















Plus from Extended Systems (800- 
235-7576, www.extendsys.com) or 
Hewlett-Packard’s NetBeamIR Infra¬ 
red Access Point (800-533-1333, www 
.hp.com); both models cost less than 
$300. Next, load the Windows 95 
infrared access drivers, which were 
added in Service Pack 1 and are avail¬ 
able for download at www.microsoft 
.com. Pay close attention to the instal¬ 
lation instructions, which help you 
connect to the proper port and create 
“phantom” parallel and serial ports. 
You’ll need to keep your notebook 
and the infrared network adapter rea¬ 
sonably close—10 feet or less—but 
within that range, connections should 
be fast and absolutely automatic. 


Opening and closing fat applications takes time, memory, and—most 
importantly—battery power. Why use those precious resources when all you want 
to do is peek at a file? Windows 95 includes a rudimentary file viewer called Quick 
View, accessible by right-clicking on supported file types, including Word documents, 
Excel worksheets, bitmap images, and text files. To add it to your system, run Windows Setup 
and look in the Accessories group. A $49 upgrade from Inso, Quick View Plus, bumps the 
number of viewable file formats to more than 200 and adds Clipboard support and printing 
capability. To download a free trial version, point your Web browser to www.inso.com. 


Profiles in Hardware 

My notebook does double duty 
as a desktop machine and I’ve 
thought about adding a 
docking station. Should I? 

For anyone who has a notebook with 
a docking station or port replicator, 
the ability to create separate hardware 


profiles is the single most powerful 
reason to select Windows 95. On a 
Plug and Play notebook, this process 
is completely automatic and nearly 
foolproof. To add or configure hard¬ 
ware profiles on other notebooks, 
right-click on the My Computer icon, 
choose Properties, and select the 
Hardware Profiles tab. If Windows 
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BRIEFCASE SECRETS: KEEP YOUR FILES IN SYNC 



e are four easy steps: 

1. Drag your important files into the Briefcase. 

2. T ake the Briefcase with you as you travel by 
keeping it on your laptop computer or dragging it 

, onto a floppy disk. 

3. Make changes either to the files inside the Briefcase 
or to the original files. 

4. Click Update All on the Briefcase menu to bring 


Briefcase in the Help Index. 


In Bciefcase\Letters a In WJItraMADataV.. 

Unmodified * 1 2 3 4 Unmodified 

9/3/961:07 PM ( UpTo-dat el 9/3/961:07 PM 


Not So Helpful: Each time you create a Briefcase, 
you'll see this plain help screen. Our advice: Don’t 
try to use floppy-based Briefcases. 


Extra Info: Properties sheets for objects in the 
Briefcase provide a wealth of useful information 
and include some handy buttons. 



File Edit View Briefcase Help 

Current Work 

3 ©1 S3| 

1 1 

Name 

Sync Copy In 

I Status 

jMeeting with Front... 

S\Ebott-150\C\Current W... 

Up-to-date 

I) Moving estimates 

'AUItra\C\Data\Ed 

Up-to-date 

_ll Letters 

\\Ultra\C\Data\Ed 

Up-to-date 

ill Legal 

\\Ultra\C'iData\Ed 

Up-to-date 

|^Crt3 

\\Ultra\C\Data\Ed 

Up-to-date 


By Any Name: Use any name you like for a Briefcase, 
and move a Briefcase anywhere on your hard drive. Add 
sync copies of single files or entire folders. I 


ana 


vtontblan Itrj 

1 


In BriefcaseMetters V In VdJltra\C\Dala\El 

Deleted A Unmodified 

Delete 3/27/89 1 0:25 PM 


6/6/961:53 AM Create J 

I C:\Windows\DesktopkCurrenf WorkMeftersI 

In BriefcaseMetters In WUItraSCSDataSE 

Modified * Modified 

6/6/961:55 AM Skip (both 6/6/961:59 AM 


^1 

Cancel | 


Up-to-Date: Move entire folders inside a Briefcase 
and Windows will automatically track new files you 
create or old ones you delete. 
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automatically detects the docking sta¬ 
tion, you should see configurations 
called Docked and Undocked. If all 
you see is a profile called Original 
Configuration, click on the Copy but¬ 
ton to create a new profile based on 
the current hardware. 

To manually add or remove device 
drivers from a configuration, select 
the Device Manager and click on the 
Properties button for each device you 
want to add or remove. On the Gen¬ 
eral tab, make sure there’s a check 
mark next to any configuration that 
should have the driver for that device 
loaded, and remove the check mark 
for any device that should be dis¬ 
abled. Have you set up DOS startup 
files for different configurations? 
Give your hardware profile the same 
name as your DOS multiconfigura¬ 
tion menu item (the long text in the 


menu, not the short bracketed name in 
CON FIG. SYS), and Windows will load 
the proper real-mode drivers at 
startup. When you boot up, Windows 
will automatically detect and switch 
to the appropriate configuration if it 
can. If it’s unable to determine which 
hardware profile to load, you’ll be 
presented with a character-mode 
menu and asked to make a choice 
before the boot process continues. 

Cable Ready? _ 

Most of my working files are on 
my desktop PC. I’d like to use 
floppy disks and the new 
Briefcase utility to keep them in 
sync with my notebook. What’s 
the easiest way? 

Trust us: Don’t bother using floppy- 
based Briefcases. Windows 95 has 


some clever file-syncing smarts for a 
Briefcase you create on a floppy disk, 
but it has one fatal flaw: A floppy- 
based Briefcase cannot hold more than 
the capacity of the disk. If you can 
store all your working files in a mere 
1.44MB, you don’t need the head¬ 
aches of the Briefcase. A much better 
alternative is to connect the notebook 
and desktop PCs using inexpensive 
Ethernet adapters and Windows’ 
built-in networking. If that’s too 
expensive or complex, we recommend 
using Direct Cable Connect (DCC) 
(look up the topic in Windows Help 
for step-by-step instructions). The 
only cost is a cable ($10 to $20 at the 
local PC store), and the time you 
spend getting DCC up and running 
will pay off handsomely once you see 
how easy it is to create and update a 
networked Briefcase. 






NT Notebook No-no’s 


When it comes to mobile computing, Windows NT 
knows how to just say no. No, you don’t get built-in 
power management. No, you won’t be able to hot- 
swap your PC Cards. No, you can’t unplug the 
notebook from its docking station without shutting 
down first. And no, the average notebook doesn’t have 
nearly enough RAM or disk storage to run NT properly. 
If you absolutely must run Windows NT on a notebook, 
be prepared to sacrifice virtually all of Windows 95’s 
usability improvements. Here’s what to watch for. 


Shuffling Harris 

How extensive is 
Windows NT’s support 
for PC cards? 

As is true with almost every 
hardware decision involving 
NT, your best bet is to 
check Microsoft’s official 
Hardware Compatibility 
List for Windows NT 4.0. 
There’s a long list of com¬ 
patible notebooks with PC 
Card slots, as well as match¬ 
ing modems, network adap¬ 
ters, hard drives, and other 
peripherals. But be prepared 
for serious usability head¬ 
aches. For example, you’ll 


have to completely shut 
down and restart the sys¬ 
tem to swap a card. And 
because NT is not Plug and 
Play-aware, you’ll have to 
disable all power manage¬ 
ment if you are using any 
PC Card devices. 

Fits anrl Starts 

Can a notebook owner 
create different 
startup profiles using 
Windows NT? 

Yes, although the process is 
less intuitive and less pow¬ 
erful than the Windows 95 
equivalent. Right-click on 


the My Computer icon and 
choose the Properties menu, 
then select the Hardware 
Profiles tab. Windows NT 
creates a default profile 
when you install the operat¬ 
ing system. Use the check¬ 
boxes on this tab to enable 
or disable network support, 
identify a docking station, 
or adjust video resolution 
and color depth. You’ll be 
asked to choose from the list 
of hardware profiles at 
boot-up. Don’t expect Win¬ 
dows NT to be able to dis¬ 
criminate between alternate 
configurations on its own. 

Power Shortage 

What sort of power 
management features 
will Windows NT 4.0 
contain? 

You might as well bring 
along a suitcase full of spare 
batteries or a very long exten¬ 
sion cord if you expect to 
work on an NT-equipped 


notebook while you’re away 
from the office. There are no 
Plug and Play features in the 
operating system, so there’s 
no way for $uspend/Resume 
messages to reach applica¬ 
tions, PC Card peripherals, 
network connections, and 
other system components 
that might be affected by 
your decision to shut down 
unexpectedly. We expect 
notebook makers will add 
NT-aware power manage¬ 
ment to the next generation 
of portable PCs, but if yours 
is vintage 1996 or earlier 
you’re likely to run out of 
juice much sooner than 
you’d like. Surprisingly, one 
of the most productive 
power-saving upgrades you 
can make to any notebook is 
extra RAM. When NT runs 
out of RAM, it begins swap¬ 
ping data to the hard disk, 
which consumes power at an 
alarming rate. You can avoid 
this process by upgrading to 
32MB or more. 
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Introducing the 
MessagePad BO with Newton 2.0. 


The farther we go, it seems, the more we’re asked to bring 
with us. The names and numbers of clients past and present. 
Dates, times, and notes from countless meetings. Not to mention away 
to get your e-maii. 

The new Apple’ MessagePad’ 130 was designed to lighten your load by making it easier 
than ever to schedule work, take notes, send and receive e-mails and faxes- or hop on 
the Internet—from whereveryou happen to be. . f i 

Even in the dark, thanks to its backlit screen. '' I''Wfr ' 

The Newton 2.0 operating system: learn less, do more. The award-winning 
Newton* 2.0 provides a surprisingly familiar way of working that encapsulates all you do now in a 
simpler, more concise form. Instead of loading you with complex commands, Newton works the way 
you do. It even reads your handwriting. 

Dozens of new and well-known applications, such as Now Contact, ACT!, Quicken, CompuServe, 

Meeting Maker, and Eudora Pro, are available for Newton, rtAjn I-m 

with more coming. Making it easy to transfer information fcyVO I gSgffJ USJ 

to and from your PC. 

Pick up a MessagePad and get going! So put down whatever you’re doing, and go see 
the Apple MessagePad 130 at your nearest dealer. Or get our faxback information kit, with details on 
the complete bne of MessagePad products and the latest software. See just how little you have to 
carry, to have it all. 

To get your information kit, visit our Web site or call Apple today! 

httpi/wwwinfQappleconi/newtorv 7 
1800 364-0766 ext. 1014 
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Windows 95 and 


NT: Networking 


Getting Connected 


Networks complicate everything. What seems simple on a single PC 
becomes mind-numbingly complex when you add in network servers, 
clients, protocols, adapters, and services. Compared with its 
predecessors, Windows 95’s networking is almost absurdly easy. 

But that doesn’t mean we can't find ways to streamline the process 
of getting connected and staying connected. It all starts in the 
Network Neighborhood, where every available network resource—file 
servers, printers, fax modems, and more—is organized. What’s on the 
other end of the wire? Could be just about anything, from a NetWare 
server to another PC running Windows. 


UNC Names 

I’m tired of browsing through 
the Network Neighborhood to 
find files and folders stored on 
network servers, and I’m out of 
letters to use for mapped 
drives. What do I do now? 


Mapping drives to fixed letters is an 
inelegant solution to a complex prob¬ 
lem—after all, how are you supposed 
to remember that R: is where you’ve 
stored the 1998 budget forecasts? 
Besides, if you have a CD-ROM 
changer and a corporate campus full 
of servers, you’ll reach Z: before you 


Quick Results: Password Pointers 


The modest security features in Windows 95 
would barely get a dismissive shrug from Tom 
Clancy, and with good reason. This operating 
system’s password protection scheme is 
designed for the convenience of users more 
than for rock-ribbed secrecy. Still, as long as 
you’re aware of its limitations, there are a few 
things you can do to keep your data fairly safe. 

• Password Cache Install the password 
caching update in Service Pack 1 [also available 
as a downloadable module from Microsoft’s 
Web site at www.microsoft.com/windows/ 
software/updates.htm]. This patch makes it 
much harder to crack the PWL files where 
passwords are stored. 

• Think Long Make your password long 
enough to resist random guessing by a 
stranger-at least eight characters. 

• Welcome Obscurity Avoid the obvious- 
don’t use your birthday or the names of your 
kids or pets as a password. 

• Alphanumeric Mix numbers, letters, and 
symbols; nonsensical combinations are much 
harder to guess. Unfortunately, Windows 95 
passwords are not case-sensitive. 

• Physical Fitness Don’t forget physical 

j security. A strong lock is more effective than 
‘ any password. 


know it. So use universal 
naming convention (UNC) 
names instead. This syntax 
allows you to refer to any 
network location (including 
your own PC) using a com¬ 
mon syntax: \\server\sbare- 
name\filename. (On a 
Novell NetWare network, 
replace the sharename entry 
with the volume name.) 
UNC names are legal in 
shortcuts, in the Filename 
line within dialog boxes for 
32-bit applications, in the 
Run dialog box, or any¬ 
where a file or printer’s 
name is required. 

Single Log-in 

Each time I log in to 
Windows, I’m asked 
to enter several 
passwords. How can I 
log in automatically? 
On corporate networks, 
starting up Windows 95 may 
require multiple log-ins. One 
password prompt logs you in 
to Windows and unlocks 
your encrypted password¬ 
caching file (stored on your 
hard disk as username. pwl). 


If you connect to one or more Net¬ 
Ware servers or Windows NT 
domains using a different user name 
and password, Windows will pop up 
separate dialog boxes for them as 
well. If this string of dialog boxes 
bothers you, the simple solution is to 
make the user name and password for 
your Windows log-in the same as 
those for your other servers. First, 
open the Control Panel, double-click 
on the Network icon, and set your 
Primary Network Logon to Win¬ 
dows Logon. Click on OK to return 
to the Control Panel, then open the 
Passwords applet and change your 
Windows password to match the net¬ 
work password. The next time you 
start up, you’ll bypass the network 
log-in dialog box completely. For 
other password-protected services, 
check the box labeled Save This Pass¬ 
word in Your Password List. A 
caveat: Consolidating passwords 
makes your PC and your corporate 
network less secure, because any 
intruder who can get past that initial 
log-in can use your account without 
restrictions. Also, this solution may 
not be practical if your network 
administrator has set up the server 
software to require that you change 
your password at regular intervals. 

Nets from Afar 

I run Windows 95 at work and at 
home. Is there a way to dial into 
the desktop PC in my office and 
connect to files and folders on 
my company’s network? 

It might be easy or it might be impos¬ 
sible. Whether you can get from your 
own PC onto your company’s net¬ 
work depends on how the network is 
configured. Start by installing the 
Dial-Up Networking option (from 
the Windows 95 CD-ROM) on both 
computers. Next, install the Dial-Up 
Networking Server (found on the 
Plus CD-ROM) on the computer 
you plan to dial into. Open the Con¬ 
trol Panel Networks applet on the 
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Producing professional-looking materials would be a cinch. Perfect presentations, a piece 
of cake. All because you got an Agfa StudioStar.™ A fast, high-resolution color scanner 
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DRILL 


server and make sure that a file and 
printer sharing service is installed and 
enabled. Then look on the Identifica¬ 
tion tab and verify that the work¬ 
group name is the same on the dial-up 
client and the server. Set the appro¬ 
priate shares, permissions, and pass¬ 
words on the host machine. Most 
important, open the Network Prop 1 
erties sheet and make certain that 
identical protocols are bound to the 
Dial-Up Adapter on both machines. 
Use only NetBEUI or IPX/SPX- 
compatible protocols, which can be 
routed from the network to the 
remote client. Don’t use TCP/IP 
exclusively, because that protocol 
isn’t routable; you’ll have no trouble 
seeing files and folders stored locally 
on the machine you’re dialing into, 
but the network will remain invisible 
to the dial-up client. 



When is a network not a network? When it’s running over a serial cable 
connecting two PCs. Although the Direct Cable Connection utility (DCC) 
may appear to be just a way to zap files between a desktop PC and a nearby 
notebook, it actually creates a fully capable network connection. After establishing 
a direct cable connection, in fact, you can browse files from a remote network or 
print to a networked printer. (A TCP/IP-only connection will not permit the guest PC to 
access network resources; for that you must use NetBEUI or IPX/SPX protocols.) 
Confusingly, DCC requires that the Dial-Up Adapter be installed on both PCs, despite 
the fact that there’s no dialing needed. 


Command Performances 

After years of using NetWare 
command-line utilities. I’m 
confused by the graphical 
interface of the Windows 
NetWare client. What does it 
all mean? 

Actually, the context menus available 
when you right-click on the Net¬ 
work Neighborhood or a NetWare 


file server icon are refreshingly famil¬ 
iar. Who Am I specifies whether 
you’re logged in to the server or 
attached to the server; if you’re 
logged in and the computer is 
attached, the resulting display 
includes your user name. Log Out 
logs you off the selected server. 
Attach As brings up a dialog box 
from which you can connect to a 
server by using a user name and pass¬ 
word other than the one used to log 
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server and make sure that a file and 
printer sharing service is installed and 
enabled. Then look on the Identifica¬ 
tion tab and verify that the work¬ 
group name is the same on the dial-up 
client and the server. Set the appro¬ 
priate shares, permissions, and pass¬ 
words on the host machine. Most 
important, open the Network Prop¬ 
erties sheet and make certain that 
identical protocols are bound to the 
Dial-Up Adapter on both machines. 
Use only NetBEUI or IPX/SPX- 
compatible protocols, which can be 
routed from the network to the 
remote client. Don’t use TCP/IP 
exclusively, because that protocol 
isn’t routable; you’ll have no trouble 
seeing files and folders stored locally 
on the machine you’re dialing into, 
but the network will remain invisible 
to the dial-up client. 
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When is a network not a network? When it’s running over a serial cable 
jSr connecting two PCs. Although the Direct Cable Connection utility (DCC) 

W may appear to be just a way to zap files between a desktop PC and a nearby 
* notebook, it actually creates a fully capable network connection. After establishing 
a direct cable connection, in fact, you can browse files from a remote network or 
print to a networked printer. (A TCP/IP-only connection will not permit the guest PC to 
access network resources; for that you must use NetBEUI or IPX/SPX protocols.) 
Confusingly, DCC requires that the Dial-Up Adapter be installed on both PCs, despite 
the fact that there’s no dialing needed. 


Command Performances 

After years of using NetWare 
command-line utilities. I’m 
confused by the graphical 
interface of the Windows 
NetWare client. What does it 
all mean? 

Actually, the context menus available 
when you right-click on the Net¬ 
work Neighborhood or a NetWare 


file server icon are refreshingly famil¬ 
iar. Who Am I specifies whether 
you’re logged in to the server or 
attached to the server; if you’re 
logged in and the computer is 
attached, the resulting display 
includes your user name. Log Out 
logs you off the selected server. 
Attach As brings up a dialog box 
from which you can connect to a 
server by using a user name and pass¬ 
word other than the one used to log 



















































SUPERGUIDE 



Windows 95 and NT: Networking 


in to the network—this command is 
handy when you want to attach to a 
server as a guest. 

Forgotten Passwords 

Sometimes Windows 
remembers my passwords, and 
sometimes it doesn't. What’s 
that all about? 

By default, the first log-in dialog box 
you see at startup allows you to unlock 
your password cache file. If you press 
Esc instead of entering the correct pass¬ 
word, Windows leaves the password 
cache locked. From that point on, 
whenever you encounter a password- 
protected resource—a Web page that 
requires authentication, say, or a Net¬ 
Ware server—you’ll have to type the 
password, and you won’t be allowed to 
save it. The simple solution is to click on 


Start, Shut Down, then choose Close 
All Programs and Log On as a Different 
User. If you’ve left your password 
blank, press Enter rather than Esc here 
and you won’t see this dialog box again. 

Hold the Java, Please 

Computer security experts are 
rightly concerned that Java 
applications can cause security 
problems running across 
networks. Is there any way to 
disable Java in Windows? 
Although Microsoft has announced its 
plans to embed support for Java in a 
future version of Windows, there’s no 
such feature in any current version of 
Windows. To activate a Java program, 
you need a Java-ready Web browser. 
Both of today’s top browsers, Netscape 
Navigator and Microsoft’s Internet 


Explorer, allow you to disable Java. 

Your more immediate concern is to 
stop would-be intruders from snoop¬ 
ing through the files on your hard disk 
and on your company’s network. 
That’s a distinct possibility if you 
haven’t carefully configured your file¬ 
sharing options. At a minimum, any 
file sharing services should be pass¬ 
word protected. If you’re on a Net¬ 
Ware network, consider using 
NetWare File and Printer Sharing ser¬ 
vices for its more robust access con¬ 
trol. And if you have an Internet 
connection, by all means make sure 
that file sharing isn’t bound to the 
TCP/IP protocol. Windows 95 per¬ 
forms this task automatically: Double¬ 
click on the Internet Control Panel 
applet, then click on the Connection 
tab and check the Perform System 
Security Check option. 


Networking with NT 


With Windows NT, networking isn’t an afterthought; 
it’s the whole point. NT’s range of options is dizzying, 
extending from simple resource sharing to complex 
features that let you create a complete network 
firewall. With the User Manager, administrators can 
define comprehensive network options on a user-by¬ 
user basis; these take effect every time a user logs in. 


Fair Share 

How is sharing 
different between 
Windows 95 and NT? 

Using Windows NT, when 
you mark a file, folder, or 
drive as shareable, you have 
the option to adjust permis¬ 
sions with incredible pre¬ 
cision, based on the user 
name of the person attempt¬ 
ing access. When you log in 
to Windows 95, that estab¬ 
lishes your identity—and 
your file-access rights—for 
the entire session. To con¬ 
nect to a network resource 
using a different user name, 
like Guest, you have to 
close all running programs, 
log off, and then log back in. 


Windows NT, on the other 
hand, includes a Connect 
As option that lets you con¬ 
nect to a network resource 
using a different name. 


What other security 
options does Windows 
NT allow? 

All of Windows NT’s secu¬ 
rity options are accessible by 
clicking on the Security tab 
of the properties sheet for a 
file, folder, or drive. Of 
course, you can assign an 
extensive array of access per¬ 
missions for individuals and 
predefined groups, including 
Power Users, Users, and the 
catchall Everyone group. 


Other interesting security 
features include the ability to 
audit attempts—successful or 
otherwise—to access objects. 
Using this feature, an admin¬ 
istrator can tell NT to keep a 
security log and note when¬ 
ever a user attempts to poke 
around in folders where he 
or she shouldn’t be. There’s 
also the concept of “owner¬ 
ship,” which allows ordinary 
users (without Administra¬ 
tor privileges) to control 
access to files they’ve created. 
By transferring ownership, 
you can let another user 
manage permissions. 

Individual users can’t edit 
permissions for other users 
and groups, but they can set 
permissions for files they 
own, which allows them to 
maintain security on individ¬ 
ual files. Users may be 
shocked when they learn that 
administrators can take own¬ 
ership of a file and bypass this 
security, but there are good 
reasons for this design: If an 


employee is fired, for exam¬ 
ple, administrators may need 
access to working files for a 
crucial project. And because 
the act of taking ownership 
is irreversible, employees are 
certain to discover that a file 
has been accessed. 


Can I use the 
workstation version 
of Windows NT 4.0 
as a server? 

Yes. Windows NT Worksta¬ 
tion makes a capable server 
for certain light-duty appli¬ 
cations. There are limits, 
though: You can’t have more 
than ten simultaneous con¬ 
nections, for example, and 
the workstation version can’t 
route IP packets on an inter¬ 
nal network the way the 
server version can. Probably 
the best server-like use of NT 
Workstation is as a peer Web 
server using the Personal 
Web Services option. 


Higher Security 


Server Lite 
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Windows 95 and NT: The Internet 


Nothing but Net 


For those of you still struggling to get cranky computers working well 
in the physical world, the leap to cyberspace adds an unwelcome extra 
layer of tweaking and grumbling. Take it from us, though: Your efforts 
to get a fast, smooth Internet connection will bring a greater return on 
invested frustration than just about anything else you can do with a PC. 
The easiest way to get Windows 95 talking with the Internet is through 
the Microsoft Internet Jumpstart Kit, which includes an Internet Setup 
Wizard and the Internet Explorer Web browser. The Internet Jumpstart 
Kit is available as part of the Microsoft Plus CD-ROM; if you have 
access to the Web already, you can download the kit free of charge 
from www.microsoft.com/windows. 


Bad Winsock 

I installed a new Internet 
package and now, every time 
I try to use an old Internet 
application, I get an error 
message. What’s wrong? 

Do the messages warn you about an 
“Invalid Winsock” or “Incorrect ver¬ 
sion of Winsock?” Chances are good 
that the new Internet package clobbered 


the Windows Sockets library, WIN 
SOCK.DLL. That’s bad news, because 
this file, which is found in your Win¬ 
dows folder, is what lets 16-bit Win¬ 
dows programs open and close Net 
connections. (WS0CK32.DLL handles 
that chore for 32-bit apps.) 

To fix the problem, look in the new 
package’s documentation to see if the 
installer renames any old Wl NSOCK.DLL 
file that it may find. (For example, Win¬ 
dows 95’s installer renames 


Quick Results: Web Browser Tricks 


Most Web surfers have spent enough time 

watching hourglasses to build their own atomic 
clock. You may not be able to do much about 
bottlenecks on the Internet’s backbone, but 
there are a few things you can do to speed up 
things on your end of the line. 

• No http:// Necessary Both Netscape 
Navigator and Internet Explorer are smart enough 
to add an http:// to the beginning of any Web 
URL you type in the Address or Location box. 

• Choose Your ISP If you start Netscape 
Navigator or Internet Explorer and you’ve 
chosen Microsoft Network as your default 
Internet service provider (ISP), Windows brings 
up the Microsoft Network sign-on screen. To 
connect to a different ISP, establish the 
telephone connection before launching the 
browser. To quick-start Netscape or Internet 
Explorer while you’re already connected to 
Microsoft Network, don’t log off-just launch. 

• Sincerest Form of Flattery Regardless of 
which browser you use, you can save an entire 

I Web page by clicking on File, Save As. To save a 
single graphic image, right-click on the image. 


WINSOCK.DLL to WIN 
SOCK.OLD, and leaves it in 
the Windows folder.) If you 
find a renamed file, move it to 
the old Internet software’s 
folder and rename it back to 
WINSOCK.DLL. Chances are 
good that the error messages 
will disappear. And if you 
need a fresh copy of the 
Windows95WINSOCK.DLL, 
you can find one in your 
Windows\Sysbckup folder. 

Finding Support 

How can I reach 
Microsoft’s online 
support forums, now 
that they’re no longer 
available on 
CompuServe? 

Microsoft moved all its 
online support to the Inter¬ 
net this past April. You’ll 
find the support newsgroups 
in the microsoft.public hier¬ 
archy on the Web server 
msnews.microsoft.com. 




Every Microsoft application, from 
Access to Works, has at least one news- 
group, and many have a slew of subcat¬ 
egories. For example, if Excel is giving 
you fits, you can post your problems in 
microsoft.public.excel.crashesGPFs. 

There are at least ten busy news- 
groups devoted exclusively to Win¬ 
dows 95. If you don’t want to install a 
dedicated newsreader, any up-to-date 
Web browser will let you work with 
these and other newsgroups. 

With Microsoft Internet Explorer 
2.0, choose View, Options, go to the 
News tab, then check Use Internet 
Explorer to read Internet Newsgroups. 
Type msnews.microsoft.com in the 
News Server Address spot, uncheck 
the box labeled This Server Requires 
Authorization, and click on OK. 
Choose Go, Read Newsgroups to 
begin reading the news. With Netscape 
Navigator 2.x, choose Window, 
Netscape News to open a newsreader; 
then click on File, Open News Host, 
and type msnews.microsoft.com. 

Internet Mail and Meats_ 

Microsoft recommends using its 
Internet Mail and News program 
to access support newsgroups. 

Is it worth the effort? 

Not necessarily. Microsoft created 
the Internet Mail and News reader 
program (IMN) as a small, easy-to- 
install, simple alternative to using 
Internet Explorer for Usenet news- 
group access and the Exchange Inbox 
for Internet mail. (Internet Explorer 
2.0’s newsgroup capabilities plumb 
new depths in clunky user interface 
design, so Microsoft released IMN 
fast when it switched to Net-only 
support.) In fact, just about any 
Usenet newsreader, including Forte’s 
superb Free Agent, works with the 
microsoft.public groups. Internet 
software changes as fast as the weather 
in Seattle, but as of this writing IMN 
is still available only in beta-test ver¬ 
sions. If you’re happy with your cur¬ 
rent Internet mail package and 
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power problem 


It’s easy to solve 
a problem once 
you know what 
the problem is. 

The average computer 
site suffers 289 disruptive 
or destructive power distur¬ 
bances a year. The results 
are crashed networks and 
hard drives, faulty data 
transmissions, read/write 
errors, premature failure of 
components, system lockups, 
corrupted or lost data and more. 


Best Power products are 
the answer. They dean up 
dirty power before it reaches 
your equipment. This can 
reduce your computer prob¬ 
lems up to 80%.* They also 
provide backup power during 
outages, allowing you to shut 
down properly. 

And now, all Best Power 
Single-Phase UPSs come 
with free software, pro¬ 
viding power monitoring 
and automatic unattended 
shutdown for your system. 


Don’t tolerate power problems. 
Call Best Power for your 
power protection answers. 

1-800-469-4842 

Ask for operator 398 

E-mail: info@bestpower.com 
Internet: http://www.bestpower.com 
24-hour FAX information line at 
1-800-487-6813. 
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Call today for an information kit on the complete 
FieldWorks Rugged product line. 


Sales: 1-888-FIELDWORKS 


9961 Valley View Road 
Eden Prairie, IVIN, USA 55344 
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newsreader, there’s no compelling 
reason to change to IMN. But given 
the general improvements Microsoft 
has made in usability and perfor¬ 
mance for this program, it’s worth 
checking every so often to see what’s 
new with IMN. 

Changing Default Browser 

When I start Navigator, it says 
“Netscape is no longer 
registered to handle Internet 
Shortcuts.” When I start Internet 
Explorer, it says “Internet 
Explorer is not currently your 
default browser.” Why? 

It all boils down to a battle over online 
turf: Which application will spring to 
life when you double-click on an HTM, 


DRILL 

DOWN 

f W Looking to improve your communications? Hilgraeve, the company that made 
' Windows 95’s HyperTerminal, has a free upgrade called HyperTerminal Private 
Edition 2.0. If you use HyperTerminal, you’ll want this upgrade. It supports automatic 
, c dial of busy phone numbers, Telnet sessions through TCP/IP, and a file-transfer save 
feature that can pick up in the middle of a crashed Zmodem transfer. You’ll also find bug 
fixes, including better direct cable connection support and the use of Terminal fonts so 
ANSI line-drawing characters show up correctly onscreen. These are all big improvements, 
and you can’t beat the price. Download it from www.hilgraeve.com/htpe.html. 


HTML, or XBM (a MIME graphic for¬ 
mat) file? When Netscape Navigator 
starts, it checks to see if the Registry 
associates Netscape (via the Netscape- 
Markup class) with the HTM extension. 
If Navigator finds that the HTM exten¬ 
sion points somewhere else, and you 
give your permission, Navigator 
changes the Registry to associate Navi¬ 
gator with HTM, HTML, and XBM. Nav¬ 
igator also changes the Open actions for 


the http, https, ftp, gopher, news, and 
snews classes so they start up Netscape 
as well. But when Internet Explorer 
starts, it checks HTM and, if you give 
your permission, changes the HTM Reg¬ 
istry entry (via the htmlfile class) to 
point to Internet Explorer. If you prefer 
one browser, choose it as your default, 
then tell the other browser to stop 
checking by clicking in the appropriate 
box in the start-up dialog box. 
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PRECIOUS MOMENTS: SAVE ONLINE TIME 


Practical Peripherals PM14400FX MT 

AutoDial: In the 


24826 bytes sent_ 

Control Panel’s 
Internet applet, 
set up your 
browser to 
automatically 


10790? bytes received- 

disconnect when 
it isn’t in use. 
Then set AutoDial 


Connected at 14400 bps tor 4 minutes. 

to connect when 
you start using 
your browser 
again. 
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Keep Tabs: Any time you’re online, double-clicking on 
the modem icon in the System Tray (located on the 
right edge of the Taskbar) brings up a dialog box 
telling you how long you’ve been connected. 


Max Speed: 

To make sure 
Windows doesn’t 
stand in the 
way of your 
modem’s best 
performance, use 
the Control 
Panel’s Modems 
applet, Properties 
button, to set 
the Maximum 
||||ed as high as 
it will go. 




Remember: Although it won’t make your online 
session go any faster, you can save lots of time 
by having your various communications programs 
remember your password, usually through a 
checkbox on the log-on screen. 
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Windows 95 and NT: The Internet 


Anonymous FTP 

Is there a way to get File 
Transfer Protocol (FTP) to work 
by typing in an address in 
Netscape Navigator 2.0? 

In general, you can use a Web browser 
for FTP access by typing in an address 
that looks like this: ftp ■Jlusername-.pass- 
word@server_name. Most FTP sites (the 
so-called anonymous FTP sites) request 
that you enter your user name as 
anonymous and use your e-mail address 
in the password box. If you follow this 
advice literally and type, say, ftp:// 
anonymous:woody@wopr.com@ 
ftp.msn.net, in the Location box, Nav¬ 
igator gets confused by the two @ signs 
and can’t locate the site. The solution is 
to let Navigator prompt you for a pass¬ 
word by typing in ftp://anonymous@ 
server_name. When Navigator prompts 
you for a password, you just type in 


your e-mail address, including the @ 
sign and server name. Internet Explorer 
2.0 doesn’t have this problem: It can 
deal correctly with the second @ sign. 

Exchange Basics 

I’ve received a message in the 
Exchange Inbox. Now how do 
I add the sender’s address to 
my address book? 

The Exchange Inbox is enormously 
powerful and sometimes equally 
frustrating. It handles Internet mail, 
faxes, CompuServe mail (use 
SETUP.EXE in the Windows 95 CD’s 
\Drivers\Other\Exchange\Compusrv 
folder), messages sent via Microsoft 
Network, and MSMail—so hang in 
there; it’s worth learning. Regardless 
of where the message came from, you 
can right-click on any name in the 
From, To, or CC boxes and select 


Add to Personal Address Book. It’s 
usually a good idea to immediately 
double-check the address book to 
make sure it was updated the way you 
wanted. (For example, the sender of 
an Internet message that comes in 
through CompuServe will be posted 
as a CompuServe address.) 

For now, you’re out of luck if you 
want to export or import names and 
other personal data from an 
Exchange address book. But that 
should change toward the end of this 
year when Microsoft releases a suc¬ 
cessor to the Exchange client called 
Outlook. This all-in-one utility will 
combine the information management 
and scheduling smarts of Schedule+ 
with the e-mail muscle of the 
Exchange Inbox. And you can bet 
that there will be a foolproof way to 
move all those names and addresses 
into Outlook. 


NT Hits the Net 

Windows NT is a security-conscious operating 
system, so it’s not surprising that its TCP/IP features 
are far more complex than those found in Windows 
95. Enabling security in this environment isn’t a job 
for amateurs. If you want to build a firewall between 
your Windows NT systems and the rest of the world, 
make sure you get expert help. 


Dial on Demand 

Can Windows NT 
automatically dial 
an Internet service 
provider on demand? 

Microsoft has greatly 
improved the process for set¬ 
ting up Dial-Up Network¬ 
ing (DUN) connections in 
Windows NT 4.0. You’ll 
find Windows NT’s DUN 
folder in the same place that 
Windows 95 stores it (Start\ 
Programs\Accessories), but 
the interface is dramatically 
different. The New button 
launches a wizard that helps 
set up DUN connections. 
Click on the More drop¬ 
down list and choose User 


preferences. From this dia¬ 
log box you can control 
which locations allow auto¬ 
dial (notebook users might 
want to turn it off when on 
the road), the number of 
redial attempts, the idle time 
to wait before closing the 
connection, as well as other 
settings. Click on the 
Appearance tab to tell Win¬ 
dows NT whether you want 
to be prompted before auto¬ 
matically dialing. 

Security Alert 

Where are NT’s 
Internet security 
options hidden? 

If you’re running the 


workstation edition of 
Windows NT 4.0, there are 
two places to look for 
Internet security settings. 
For networks that use a 
proxy server to control the 
information flow between 
network clients and the 
Net at large, try the Inter¬ 
net applet in the Control 
Panel, which lets you 
specify the server’s name 
or Internet Protocol 
address. To tightly restrict 
access to a given system, 
you’ll need to find a deeply 
buried dialog box: Start 
with the Control Panel’s 
Network applet, then click 
on the Protocols tab. Select 
TCP/IP, then click on the 
Properties button, go to 
the IP Address tab, and 
click on the Advanced but¬ 
ton. Make sure the Enable 
Security box is checked, 
then click on Configure. 
The resulting dialog box 
lets you restrict access to 


specific Transmission Con¬ 
trol Protocol and User 
Datagram Protocol ports— 
and if you don’t know 
what those ports are, you 
have no business rooting 
around there. 

Network Exchange 

Can the Windows NT 
Exchange client 
communicate with 
Microsoft Network? 

Not yet. It can’t send and 
receive faxes, either. Both 
features are well supported 
in the Windows 95 version 
of Microsoft Exchange, but 
Microsoft says these fea¬ 
tures won’t be available for 
NT users until a few 
months after the official 
release of Windows NT 4.0. 
Check the Microsoft Web 
site at www.microsoft.com 
for news on these and other 
Exchange and Windows 
NT 4.0 updates. 
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NT is the most explosive topic in enterprise 
computing today. 

But before you bet your company and your job 
on NT, you need to know a few things. Like how 
will NT integrate with your classical networks? Is 
NT scalable to the enterprise? Does NT provide 
good value as an Internet platform? 

Windows Solutions” is the first and only event 
totally dedicated to NT. Which means it's the one 
place where you can go to get answers to all 
your NT questions. 


Fully endorsed by Microsoft, the Windows 
Solutions Conference and Exposition has assem¬ 
bled the worlds most extensive collection of NT 
expertise to help you learn NT inside and out. 
You'll see the latest third-party NT solutions at 
work. You'll get first-hand training on integrating 
NT with your current environment. And, best of 
all, you'll get the answers you need to harness 
the power of NT for your organization. 

If you're involved in implementing enterprise 
computing solutions or a corporate Internet strat¬ 


egy, you've got to know exactly what NT can do 
for you. Windows Solutions is where you can get 
that knowledge, all at one time in one place. 

Simply return the coupon below to register 
early and well send you more information. You 
can also get complete conference information or 
register online at www.sbexpos.com. 

NT will fundamentally change enterprise com¬ 
puting forever. Are you ready? Plan now for your 
future at Windows Solutions—it promises to be 
a real blast. 


GET YOUR FREE EXPO PASS TODAY-SAVE $50! 


Or get a free pass and 
more conference info at 
www.sbexpos.com. 



Exposition: August 27-29, 1996 
Conference: August 25-29, 1996 
Moscone Center • San Francisco 
800-488-2883 • www.sbexpos.com 
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Windows 95 and NT: Troubleshooting 


When Bad Things Happen 


Sometimes you’ll want to lift the hood on Windows 95 to eke out all the 
performance you paid for. Other times you’ll be forced to poke around 
just to get things working. Fortunately, you won’t need a mechanic to 
deal with most of the settings. You will need a map and a flashlight, 
though, because Windows 95’s online documentation isn’t detailed, 
and many of the most useful tweaks are buried several layers deep. 

For this year's Superguide, we assembled a collection of our favorite 
troubleshooting tips, including several you’ve never read anywhere else. 
If you can't find an answer to your specific problem here, remember 
that a library of information on Windows 95 problems and solutions 
resides in the voluminous and eminently searchable Microsoft 
Knowledge Base, just a click away at www.microsoft.com/kb. 


Quick Tune-up 


I just upgraded from Windows 
3.1 to Windows 95. How can I 
tune performance? 

By and large, the Windows 95 
installer does a remarkable job of 
optimizing system performance. In a 
few cases, though, some human inter¬ 
vention is necessary. 

Quick Results: Help on Help 


The Windows 95 Help system steps you through 
some very hairy procedures-if you can find the 
right topic. 

• Maximize Search Capabilities When 
Windows 95 first encounters a Help file, it builds 
an index. If you click on Minimize Database Size 
(recommended), you’ll save a bit of disk space- 
say, 1 MB on the Windows 95 Help file-but you’ll 
stunt your searching options, compared with the 
Maximize Search Capabilities selection. 

• Phrase Search Choosing Maximize Search 
Capabilities lets you search for entire phrases, 
instead of individual words. A phrase search on 
print options, for example, produces a Help article 
specific to the phrase; searching on the words 
print and options finds dozens-many unrelated to 
the phrase. To force phrase searching, start Help, 
click on Find, Options, and pick Search for Topics 
Containing the Words you Typed in Exact Order. 

• Windows Resource Kit It’s available, free, 
in Help file format, by copying the 
\ADMIN\RESKIT\HELPFILE\WIN95RK.HLPfile 
from the Windows 95 CD, or from the Web at 
www.microsoft.com/windows/software/reskit.htm. 


Start by right-clicking on the My 
Computer icon and selecting the Per¬ 
formance tab. If the last line says Your 
System is Configured for Optimal Per¬ 
formance, the installer was able to get rid 
of 16-bit drivers that slow down your 
system. On the other hand, if there’s a 
list of drivers at the bottom of the box, 
tryrenamingyourAUTOEXEC.BAT and 
CONFIG.SYS files and rebooting. In 
many cases that will eliminate 
the old drivers, and your sys¬ 
tem will run fine. (But if it 
doesn’t, reboot, hit F8 as 
soon as you see the Starting 
Windows 95 message, pick 
MS-DOS Mode, and rename 
the files back to AUTO 
EXEC.BAT and CONFIG.SYS, 
and then reboot again.) 

While you’re looking at 
the Performance tab, click 
on File System and make 
sure Windows 95 correctly 
identified the speed of your 
CD-ROM drive and that 
the supplemental cache is 


Built-inK&lj] 


I’m having serious 
problems with my laser 
printer (or network 
card, or joystick, or 
modem, or memory, or 
whatever). Can 
Windows 95 help? 

Most of the garden-variety 
hardware problems you 


might encounter with Windows 95 
are easy to diagnose and solve using 
one of the operating system’s 20 
Troubleshooters—if you know 
where to find them. 

When your hardware isn’t work¬ 
ing properly, click on the Start button, 
then Help. Switch to the Index tab and 
type trouble. Each of the listed Trou¬ 
bleshooters step you through a fairly 
extensive list of things to check and 
approaches to try. 

Often you’ll find that some minor 
variation on the steps given in a Trou¬ 
bleshooter will solve your problem, 
so don’t be afraid to modify the rote 
steps. Just make sure you take good 
notes, and if the approach you dream 
up doesn’t work, undo anything 
you’ve changed. 

Manual Defrag 

Is there an easy way to 
periodically scan and 
defragment hard drives? 

The Windows 95 Plus Pack includes 
a System Agent that automatically 
schedules ScanDisk and Defrag, the 
Windows 95 utilities that scan, 
repair, and defragment hard drives. If 
you prefer manually launching those 
programs (or if you don’t have the 
Plus Pack), use Notepad to create a 
file called SCANFRAG.BAT that 
includes the following text: 

Start /w Scandskw /all /n 

Start Defrag /all /f /noprompt 

The first line starts ScanDisk, tells it 
to scan all local, nonremovable hard 
drives, and to run automatically (the n 
is for noninteractive mode). The /w 
Switch tells Windows to wait until 
Scandskw is done before starting the 
next command. The second line starts 
the Windows 95 defragmenter, tells it 
to defrag all local, nonremovable hard 
drives, to defrag both files and free space, 
and to run unattended. Whenever you 
anticipate being away from your com¬ 
puter for a sufficiently long time (an 
hour or so should be enough), simply 
double-click on SCANFRAG.BAT. 












You never give your HP printer a second thought. You just know it’s going to work. 
Now that same HP performance can be found in a line of PCs designed specifically 
for the demands of small business. The HP Vectra 500 PCs. They arrive ready to work- 
some armed with Microsoft® Office for Windows® 95 Professional Edition and Microsoft 
Publisher. And to make everything a little more manageable, HP gives you free online 
service and support. Dealers include: Intelligent Electronics, 
Computerland, Datago, MicroAge, Inacom and CompUSA 
Corporate. For more information, call 1-800-322-HPPC, 
Ext. 1558.’ And see what a good family name can do for you. 



$ 1389 * 

Minitower or Desktop models: 
•Intel 100,120,133,150 or166 MHz 
Pentium processor 
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•64-bit PCI video 
•2.5GB hard drive 2 
•4X,6X or 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive’ 
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•16-bit Soundblaster audio* 
•Hands-free headset with microphone* 

• 1-year on-site warranty’ 

• 1-yearfree phone support for hard¬ 
ware,90-day free software support 
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Bringing Back Bad Clusters 

An old disk-scanning program 
marked a large number of 
clusters as bad. How can I get 
those clusters back? 

Normally ScanDisk skips over clusters 
that are marked bad. There are several 
good reasons for this default behavior: A 
very sensitive disk-scanning program 
may have identified a marginal cluster, 
some programs protect themselves by 
identifying their own clusters as bad, or 
ScanDisk may identify a cluster as bad 
one day then be unable to find anything 
wrong with it the next. If you know for 
a fact that rechecking for bad clusters 
won’t clobber any of the programs on 
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If your PC isn't networked, the Windows 95 log-on screen is more a nuisance 
than a necessity. To get rid of the screen, go into the Control Panel’s Network applet, 
pick Windows Logon for the Primary Network Logon, and click on OK. Windows will 
reboot. Log on the way you usually do, then bring up the Control Panel’s Passwords 
applet. Click on Change Windows Password. Under Old Password, enter your current 
password, but leave the New Password and Confirm New Password boxes blank. Click on 
OK. Windows 95 will reboot without a log-on screen. If you ever need to reinstate the log-on 
screen, use the Control Panel’s Passwords applet and change your Windows password. 


your disk, you can force ScanDisk to 
reexamine every cluster. Use Regedit 
(see “The Registry: Safety Is Job #1,” 
page 131) to edit the HKEY_CUR- 
RENT_USER\Software\Microsoft\Win- 
dows\CurrentVersion\Applets\Check 
Drive key. The last two bytes of the Set¬ 
tings value should be 04. For example, if 
Settings is B1 03 00 00, change it to B1 
03 00 04. Then start ScanDisk. 


Keyboard Remap _ 

Can I make a traditional 
keyboard simulate the new 
Window and Menu keys found 
on Windows 95-specific 
keyboards? 

Microsoft Windows 95’s kernel pro¬ 
grammers put together a suite of toys 
that remap the Alt, Caps Lock, Ctrl, and 
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Shift keys. Patterned after Microsoft’s 
PowerToys add-on, these Kernel Toys 
are unsupported extensions to Win¬ 
dows 95 created by the people who built 
Windows 95. In addition to this Key¬ 
board remapper—which installs itself as 
a Remap tab on the Keyboard Control 
Panel applet—other Kernel Toys show 
you a full breakdown of the location of 
virtual device drivers (or VxDs) in con¬ 
ventional memory (useful if you’re 
struggling with Insufficient Memory 
problems running DOS programs 
under Windows 95), a DOS Mode 
Configuration Wizard (which changes 
the Registry entries affecting DOS pro¬ 
grams’ . Pro pert i es/Progra m/Ad va need/ 
MS-DOS Mode/Configuration settings), 
and an editor for changing Registry 
entries that are associated with the 
standard Windows Time Zone Editor. 
You can download the latest version 
from www.microsoft.com/windows/ 
software/krnltoy.htm. 



I’ve lost my Windows 95 log-on 
password. What now? 

Without your log-on password, all the 
personal settings you’ve established in 
Windows 95 are effectively out of your 
reach. Those settings run the gamut, 
from Desktop appearance preferences 
to speaker volume levels to file loca¬ 
tions. You can retrieve all the settings 
associated with the user name you 
normally enter at log-on time, but 
doing so will also permanently zap all 
the passwords Windows 95 has stored 
away for you—passwords for file shar¬ 
ing, online services, and more. To clear 
all the passwords for your user name, 
get your PC running by hook or by 
crook: If you can boot to Windows 95 
and hit the Escape key when you see 
the log-on screen, fine; if not, just boot 
with your emergency disk. Next, look 
in the Windows folder for a file that 


matches your user name and ends with 
the extension PWL. For example, if 
your user name is Woody, look for 
\Windows\ Woody.pwl. The file may be 
marked Hidden or System, so make 
sure Explorer is showing all files (in 
the View/Options/View tab); or, if 
you’re stumbling around with DOS, 
type the command: Attrib -h -s C:\ 
WindowsWoody.pwl to make it visible. 
Delete the file and reboot. 

When the log-on screen comes up, 
use your old user name and any new 
password you like. If you install the 
Windows 95 Service Pack 1, you may 
encounter this problem in a different 
form. The Service Pack 1 includes a 
replacement for the password- 
encryption code that significantly 
beefs up security for your saved pass¬ 
words. Unfortunately, it also renders 
your password cache unusable. If you 
encounter these symptoms, just delete 
the PWL file and start fresh. 


NT’s Missing Links 


Windows NT 4.0, despite its adoption of the Windows 
95 user interface, is user-hostile when it comes to 
troubleshooting. The two biggest problems are a lack 
of drivers for hardware devices and the absence of 
Plug and Play code. The first problem should vanish 
in a hurry. But Windows NT-security issues mean the 
NT flavor of Plug and Play is years away. 


Plug and Play 

Do Plug and Play 
peripherals work with 
Windows NT 4.0? 

Some do, others don’t. 
Because Windows NT 
doesn’t support any Plug 
and Play features directly, 
you’ll have to ask the manu¬ 
facturer for an NT-specific 
driver that supports the 
device. In the case of best¬ 
selling products like net¬ 
work adapters and sound 
cards, this may not be as 
hard as you think. For 
example, Creative Labs 
released downloadable Win¬ 
dows NT drivers for its 


entire line of sound cards 
while Windows NT 4.0 was 
still being beta tested. Some 
Plug and Play peripherals 
include a command-line 
utility that allows you to 
manually configure the 
card’s settings. 

Getting Resourceful 

Is there an easy way 
to inventory IRQs and 
other system 
resources under 
Windows NT 4.0? 

One of the most welcomed 
features in Windows 95 is 
its Device Manager, which 
allows you to inspect and 


allocate your system at a 
glance. Unfortunately, the 
Plug and Play code that 
makes that wizardry possi¬ 
ble isn’t available under 
Windows NT—and proba¬ 
bly won’t be until at least 
1998. Your best bet for 
tracking system resources is 
decidedly low-tech: Grab a 
pencil and paper, and jot 
down all the settings each 
time you install a new 
device. Keep this list (and 
any associated documenta¬ 
tion for relevant switches 
and jumpers) in a hqndy 
place near your computer. 

Utility Hunl 

Are there NT versions 
of ScanDisk and 
Defrag? 

Surprisingly, Microsoft has 
not included a disk defrag¬ 
menter with the first release 
of Windows NT 4.0. 


Instead, look for third-party 
solutions like Executive 
Software’s Diskeeper ($125 
workstation, $399 server, 
estimated street prices). The 
first release of Symantec’s 
Norton NT Tools 1.0 does 
not include any disk utili¬ 
ties; however, this longtime 
leader in utility software has 
promised an update by the 
end of this year. 

Meanwhile, Windows 
NT does include a built-in 
disk diagnostic program: 
You can access it by using 
the disk-checking option 
that is on the properties 
sheet for every local hard 
disk. (You can also run 
CHKDSK from the com¬ 
mand line or use the Disk 
Administrator tool.) Natu¬ 
rally, you won’t be allowed 
to run the disk-checking 
tool unless you’ve logged 
on with Administrator 
privileges. 


172 


PTEMBER 1996 












Get your point across quicker with 
SureTrak Project Manager 1 15 . 

Take the shortcut to great communication. Moving your project 
forward means keeping people—colleagues to clients—in the loop. 

With SureTrak you can explain assignments, monitor progress, 
even solve slip-ups. Look at your project by deadlines, 
responsibilities, budget—you name it Use over 
40 customizable reports to analyze 

alternatives, emphasize deadlines and present progress to management And SureTrak’s 
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eye-grabbing graphics make both you and your project look good. 

Avoid detours and delays: just $399. SureTrak helps you communicate and 
update project information with e-mail. So you can steer your project to a 
swifter finish with the most current most accurate data. 

Call 1-800-973-1335 now. Get a FREE SureTrak 1.5 demo 
disk and a copy of Making It Happen, a common sense 
guide to project management 
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Everyone today is advertising the future. 
But do they have the tools to get you there? 
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High-definition monitors, wireless keyboards, I2x CD-ROM drives. 

If people are talking about it, we’re probably already working 
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inhere the Infernef means business 


Did you ever feel like you were on speeding roller coaster that 
had no brakes? If you are a corporate Webmaster, IS professional, 
network designer, or part of an Internet/intranet deployment 
team, you probably know the feeling well. The Internet is changing 
so fast, that even the most conscientious professional is challenged 
to keep pace with the latest technologies, products and practices. 

Now there's one place Internet business professionals can go to 
see and learn it all. Interop DotCom, the only event dedicated to 
providing all the product and technology information needed to 
effectively deploy Internets and intranets in business. 

Interop DotCom is produced by SOFTBANK Expos, the same 
folks who bring you NetWorld+Interop, the industry's leading 


conference and exhibition on networking. Interop DotCom will 
coincide with NetWorld+Interop in Atlanta, September 16-20. 

Call 800-488-2883 for your FREE pass or 
stop by our Web site at www.interop.com 



September 16-18,1996 


September 18-20,1996 

Georgia World Congress Center 
Atlanta, Georgia 


















A re you tired of twitchy animation and choppy 
sound? Is your video running in slow motion? 
Then it’s time to supercharge all your applications 
with the latest generation of speedy CD-ROM drives. 

Upgrade your drive and you’ll get smoother full¬ 
screen video, faster application load times, and 
lightening-quick database searches. Make the extra 
investment in a CD-ROM changer and you’ll 
save time by having all your favorite discs at 
your fingertips. 

Best of all, you don’t have to 
spend a fortune. Even the top 
1 eight-speed single-disc drives 
1 can be had for less than $200. 

I And just $300 will get you 
1 a quad-speed five- disc 

changen^MflHHHHHH 


Speed on Tap: Get 

sizzling performance with 
the Teac CD-58E (top], or 
multidisc convenience 
with the Panasonic Big 5 
changer (bottom]. 
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CD-ROM 


Reviews: The Fastest Drives and Changers 


For years CD-ROM drives and the Windows hour¬ 
glass have gone hand in hand. Even the best single- 
and double-speed drives left users drumming their 
fingers while data trickled from the disc. 

Quad-speed drives are today’s entry point, espe¬ 
cially now that business applications regularly feature 
3-D graphics, full-motion video, and animation. But 
why stop at quad-speed? When loading big apps or 
accessing large databases, a six-speed or eight-speed 
drive is even better. And if it’s convenience you’re after, 
a multidisc changer is essential. We put nine of the 
fastest CD-ROM drives and five multidisc CD chang¬ 
ers to the test and found that it’s time to rethink old 
prejudices about CD-ROM drive performance. 

Supersonic Spin Our tests kicked up a few sur¬ 
prises. For starters, a bigger drive-speed number 
doesn’t guarantee faster performance. A drive’s speed 


Performance: CD-ROM Drives 



NOTE: CD-ROM WINMARK 96 IS A TEST THAT MEASURES CD-ROM DRIVE PERFORMANCE UNDER WINDOWS 95. 


Eight Is Enough: A fast access time helped the 
Plextor 8PleX outperform even a ten-speed drive. 


indicates how many 
times faster the spin¬ 
dle spins than on a 
single-speed drive. 

A higher spindle 
speed means faster 
throughput, right? 

That’s true. Even so, 
the Pinnacle Micro 
lOXtreme drive— 
the first ten-speed 
drive to enter our Caddy Shack: The Plextor 8PleX is the 
labs—delivered only drive we tested that uses a caddy 
only middling over- instead of a handier tray to load discs, 
all performance. In 

fact, every six-speed drive we tested posted faster access 
times than the lOXtreme. Access times are more impor¬ 
tant than throughput speeds when you need to grab 
small chunks of information, instead of one large file, off 
a disc. The $220 lOXtreme does have one bright spot: It 
uses the least amount of CPU processing power, which 
helps it out during heavy PC multitasking. 

Teac offers the best value of the bunch. Bargain- 
priced at only $199, the eight-speed Teac CD-58E 
came in second only to the Plextor 8PleX in overall 
performance, and its Enhanced IDE (EIDE) interface 
made for nearly idiot-proof installation. 

If you prefer peak performance, check out the Plex¬ 
tor 8PleX. Two factors nudged it to the top of the speed 
list: It logged the fastest access times in the roundup and 
it has a SCSI interface. That’s a winning combo if 
you’re willing to pony up $380 for the privilege. The 
steep price includes an Adaptec AHA-2940 PCI SCSI 
controller and Plextor Manager software, which eases 
the pain of installing a SCSI device. 

Mitsumi Electronics’ eight-speed FX800 deserves 
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an honorable mention in the performance category— 
it ranked third in our tests. At $199, it costs only $50 
more than the company’s six-speed FX600, yet it was 
30 percent faster. 

In fact, our tests indicate that when data access and 
application load times count, an eight-speed drive is 
the way to go. However, there are certainly excep¬ 
tions to the rule. The $199 eight-speed Chinon CDS- 
585, for instance, delivered the worst performance 
scores and one of the slowest access times of the lot. 
But in general you can expect an eight-speed drive to 
perform at least 20 percent faster than a comparable 
six-speed drive—sometimes much more—for 
around $100 extra. Given the growing performance 
demands of business CD-ROMs, the extra speed is 
worth every penny. 

CD Swappers If you use a database that spans 
multiple discs, or if you have several CD-ROMs that 
you need to access all the time, consider a multidisc 
CD-ROM changer. Changers don’t deliver the per¬ 
formance of single-disc drives yet, but they give you 
unparalleled conve¬ 
nience. Thanks to 
recent price drops, 
relief from CD 
swapping can be 
yours for a song. 
The three internal 
changers in this 
roundup range from 
$99 to $299. Both 
seven-disc external 
changers cost only 
$349. 

The Panasonic 
Big 5 changer takes 



Quick Switch: Each tray in the 
Panasonic Big 5 disc changer has 
its own front-panel eject button. 



Get Up and Go: The easy-to-use Panasonic Big 5 
CD-ROM changer edged out the competition. 


top honors among internal changers for its winning 
performance and five-disc capacity. We also like the 
accommodating, caddyless design that provides each 
tray with its own eject button. The bundled SmartCD 
Manager utility lets you assign each tray its own drive 
letter—or you can simply bundle all five as drive D:. At 
$299, the Big 5 may be the most expensive internal 
changer we examined, but it’s also the most capable. 

The four-disc Alps 4X Internal Changer is a veri¬ 
table bargain by comparison. It performed almost as 
well as the Panasonic Big 5, and at $250 it costs $49 
less. Its flimsy magazine design could use some 
improvement, but if you’re looking for a fast, inex¬ 
pensive changer this is your ticket. If you want a 
bargain with even better overall performance, look to 
NEC’s $99 MultiSpin 4x4. It will get to your data 
fast and, like the Big 5, its caddyless design makes 
adding and removing discs a breeze. 

As big seven-disc changers go, the NEC MultiSpin 
4Xc takes the prize. It offers easy-as-pie installation 
and reasonable performance for $349. The Smart and 
Friendly CDJ 7004 is similar in design and price to 
the MultiSpin 4Xc. But while it’s a bit faster than the 
MultiSpin 4Xc, it’s not as easy to install. 
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I! Reviews: How the Competition Stacks Up 

Top CD-ROM Drives and Changers 


Interface Access 


I CD-ROM Drives 

| Price* 

Speed 

Card? 

Time 

Pros 

Cons 

Verdict 

jjjjgjjjjjj Teac CD-58E 

HI (213)726-0303 

ar Reader Service No. 733 

$199 

8X 

Yes 

124ms 

High speed at a 
buy-me-now price. 

Not as fast as the 

Plextor 8PleX. 

Superb performance 
for the dollar. 

Mitsumi Electronics FX800 

(800)648-7864 

Reader Service No. 73 6 

$199 

8X 

No 

254ms 

Good performance; 
reasonable price. 

The Teac CD-58E 
is 20 percent faster 
for the same price. 

i^rirk 

A good all-around 

Plextor 8PleX 

(800)475-3986 

Reader Service No. 737 

$380 

8X 

Yes 

120ms 

Fastest drive you'll 
find. 

Pricey. 

krtrirk 

When performance is 
critical you can't do 
better. 

Creative Labs Blaster CD 8X 

(800)998-1000 

Reader Service No. 73 S 

$199 

8X 

Yes 

190ms 

A workable drive from 
a multimedia veteran. 

Slower than most 
eight-speed drives. 

irkk 

Middle of the road in 
price and performance. 

NEC MultiSpin 6V 

(800)632-4636 

Reader Service No. 739 

$99 

6X 

Yes 

152ms 

Solid performer for 
a six-speed drive. 

Makes heavy demands 
on the system CPU. 

☆☆☆ 

A worthy upgrade at 
a bargain price. 

Pinnacle Micro lOXtreme 

(800)553-7070 

Reader Service No. 740 

$220 

10X 

Yes 

226ms 

First ten-speed 
drive; uses the least 

CPU power. 

Surprisingly average 
performance, even vs. 
slower speed drives. 

☆☆☆ 

A ten-speed drive with 
eight-speed performance. 

Chinon CDS-585 

(800)441-0222 

Reader Service No. 741 

$199 

8X 

Yes 

212ms 

None. 

Weakest performance 
in our tests. 

ikk 

Better eight-speed 
drives abound. 

Mitsumi Electronics FX600 

(800)648-7864 

Reader Service No. 742 

$149 

6X 

No 

217ms 

None. 

One of the slowest 
drives we tested. 

krk 

Better than a quad- 
speed, but no bargain. 

Philips PCA62CR 

(800)235-7373 

Reader Service No. 743 

$79 

6X 

No 

205ms 

Cheapest drive in this 
roundup. 

Performs only 
marginally better 
than a quad-speed. 

An inexpensive upgrade 
from a double-speeder. 

I CD-ROM Changers 

- 

Panasonic Big 5 

|5|| (800)742-8086 
■TUI Reader Service No. 744 

$299 

4X 

Yes 

221ms 

Top-of-the-line 
performance; 
decent price. 

We wish it could hold 
seven discs. 

Mrkkk: 

Top performance and 
internal convenience. 

Alps 4X Internal Changer 

(800)825-2577 

Reader Service No. 74s 

$250 

4X 

Yes 

216ms 

Good speed for an 
excellent price. 

Usability could stand 
some work; holds just 
four discs. 

krirtrk 

Why not get the cheaper 
MultiSpin 4x4? 

NEC MultiSpin 4x4 

(800)632-4636 

Reader Service No. 746 

$99 

4X 

No 

237ms 

Incredible price; 
smart design. 

Holds only four discs. 

krtrkk- 

Very fast and 
ultra-affordable. 

NEC MultiSpin 4Xc 

(800)632-4636 

Reader Service No. 747 

$349 

4X 

No 

360ms 

Shuffles seven discs; 
superb design. 

Can't match the 
performance of an 
internal changer. 

irfcfak 

Your ticket for 
managing more than 
five discs. 

Smart and Friendly CDJ 7004 

(800)959-7001 

Reader Service No. 748 

$349 4X 

•ESTIMATED STREET PF 

Yes 

378ms 

Holds seven discs; 
fine design. 

Less sleek than the 

NEC MultiSpin 4Xc. 

☆☆☆☆ 

The fastest seven-disc 
changer. 


•kkkkk Excellent kkkkGood -kirk Acceptable irk Poor k Unacceptable 
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CD-ROM 


Final Analysis: Accelerate Your Apps with Fast Drives and Changers 


Pick Up the Pace 


Next time you hit the computer store, you might be 
shocked to find eight-speed and faster drives for under 
$200. Such bargain prices should spur your decision 
to ditch your slow drive in favor of a speedier replace¬ 
ment. Performance may be little more than a luxury 
with other PC components, but fast CD-ROM drives 
open the door to a whole new world. 

Quad-speed drives dramatically improve CD- 
based applications. Full-motion video and animation 
become feasible—even enjoyable. Most multimedia 
applications aren’t designed to take advantage of six- 
speed and faster drives, but these CD speedsters have 
their own benefits, including faster application load 
times and quicker database access. 

Of course, six-speed CD-ROM drives are looking at 
a short life span. Eight-speed drives are quickly becom¬ 
ing the standard, and you’ll be far happier with the 
higher performance they provide. You’ll pay only $50 to 
$100 more for the boost, and eight-speed drives eagerly 
await a flood of productivity apps infused with anima¬ 
tion, sound, and 3-D graphics. 


But what about ten-speed drives? The arrival of 
the Pinnacle Micro lOXtreme drive would seem to 
herald the end of eight-speed drives, but let’s not be 
premature—the lOXtreme failed to perform as fast as 
most of the eight-speed drives. Until better-performing 
ten-speeders arrive, eight-speed drives are still the 
fastest way to spin discs on your PC. 

Maybe you’d rather find a way to dig out from under 
a pile of oft-used CD-ROMs. Multidisc databases have 
become such an entrenched part of business computing 
that convenience, rather than performance, is more 
important to many. For anyone who makes daily use of 
Microsoft Encarta or Digital Directory Assistant’s 
PhoneDisc PowerFinder, a quad-speed changer is a 
godsend. These multidisc changers hold from four to 
seven discs and cost as little as $100. 

Whatever your needs, there’s a new CD-ROM 
drive to fill them. Take one for a spin. 


Performance testing by IBRAHIM Gul and JON 
Milelli. Usability testing by Lulit Bezuayehu. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE BEST CD-ROM DRIVE FOR YOUR NEEDS 


1 Choose the factor that's Choose the next most 

most important. important factor. 






. For your needs, the 
I product to buy is.. 


Panasonic Big 5 


Teac CD-58E 


NEC MultiSpin 4x4 


Plextor 8PleX 


Panasonic Big 5 


Teac CD-58E 


Panasonic Big 5 


Teac CD-58E 


NEC MultiSpin 4x4 


NEC MultiSpin 6V 


NEC MultiSpin 4x4 


k 
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ice he got his Quantex, this Beefeater knew that his days as a 
member of the Royal Guard were numbered. Whenever he’d think 
about his Quantex, he couldn’t help but smile. After all, he’d just made 
one of the smartest buys since computers were invented. And it wasn’t just 
the price, but the features and technology, too. Dollar for dollar, feature for 
feature, Quantex can’t be beat. So after decades of spurning tourists 
trying to twist his mouth into a grin, his stony visage has fallen. If only 
he’d bought another brand, he’d have kept that unflappable frown. 

Sorry, old chap. 



Newsweek 


“The 
QP5/150 
SM-2 is a 
brute 
that will 
keep the 
competition on its toes” 
(May ‘96). 



“The most compelling 
configuration for its price 
remains the Quantex 
QP5/166 SM-2” (April *96). 



M-4 Pentium trounces the 
competition” (April ‘96). 


Special Edition “Computers & 
the Family” recognized the 
QP5/75 as one of the “14 Best 
PCs For the Long Haul.” 
























Designed for 


World Of Difference 


IF YOU CAN IMAGINE IT, YOU CAN DO IT WITH A QUANTEX PC. 

You can be the one who establishes the Internet’s first Buckingham Palace Guard Fan Club Home Page (if that’s your 
cup of tea.) Or, buy concert tickets. Send flowers. Make a tasty bundle trading soy stocks. Fax a pizza order while fine- 
tuning a presentation. It can even help kids do division with an online tutor. 

In a world of infinite possibilities, a Quantex PC gives you the power to do it all. Share ideas, work together, use new 
ways of interacting with people, places, and information. Is it easy enough for you to use? Yes. Can it grow with your 
needs? Yes. Fully warranted? Yes. Affordable? Yes yes yes. So play the stock market. Or a video game. A Quantex PC 
makes communicating in an unlimited, immediate, and around-the-clock world effortless. 


Microsoft ' 

Windows'95 


AWARD-WINNING SYSTEMS ARE OUR ADVANTAGE. 

From all-in-one family multimedia to cutting-edge Pentium® Pro microprocessor power desktop systems, a chart¬ 
topping Quantex PC is the market’s most rewarding purchase. That’s because every system delivers better components, a 
stronger list of features, and more ease of use, all at a greater value. And our commitment to total quality is reflected in 
our top reliability ratings coupled with enhanced support. It’s all done with one goal in mind: your absolute satisfaction. 


QUALITY HARDWARE MAKES QUALITY SYSTEMS. 

Industry-renowned components guarantee both top-flight performance and maximum reliability. So we only work 
with the best names in the business: Intel, Microsoft, Novell, Panasonic, Corel, Diamond Multimedia, Sony, Western 
Digital, MAG Innovision, Matrox, Altec Lansing Multimedia, Ensoniq, Toshiba, and STB - it’s all in there. So go ahead, 
judge us by the company we keep. When it comes to quality, we simply won’t settle for second best! 


H EVERY QUANTEX IS 100% NOVELL CERTIFIED. 

We’ve gone the extra mile to ensure that every component in a Quantex has been tested and approved 
by Novell for NetWare compatibility. So if you plan to use your Quantex as a server or a network terminal, 
rested and hooking up to your workgroup is painless. 

Approved 

PERFORMANCE ANIMALS CRAVE INTEL’S PENTIUM® PRO PROCESSORS. 

Got a serious need for speed? For all-out performance in advanced 32-bit software, the 
Pentium Pro Processor can’t be beat. Utilizing new Dynamic Execution processing techniques and 
an integrated L2 cache, Intel’s newest CPU actually exceeds the performance levels of proprietary 
RISC workstations at a fraction of the price. And because it’s fully compatible with preexisting 
applications yet designed for up and coming 32-bit software, this system will lead the pack 
for a long, long time to come. We at Quantex have incorporated the Pentium Pro 
processor into complete power desktop systems for the ultimate in speed, reliability, 
accessibility, and flexibility. So if you’re looking for cutting edge, check out our 
Pentium Pro processor-based offerings. 

http://WWW.QUANTEX.COM 

It’s true! Yahoo Internet Life Magazine (5/96) recognized us as having one 
of the very best PC manufacturer-sites on the Web with a ☆☆☆☆ review. Now, 
you can consult with one of our salespeople, or access Quantex system 
information and specifications. Or, check out our Knowledge Base and 
download new software upgrades. Our site is the place to be! 

New sales hoursi 9 a.m. to midnight, Monday through 
Friday, and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday (ET)! 



pentium® 


“New 
features., 
boost 
this mini¬ 
tower 
near the 
top.” (July ‘96). 


“The 
QP5/150 
SM-2’s 
overall 
perfor¬ 
mance was higher than that of all 150MHz 
systems, and it nearly kept pace with the 
166MHz Pentium systems” (March ‘96). 




| value, 
and multi- 
media features to do any 
family proud” (May ‘96). 
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www.quantex.com 
























IQP5/133 M-2 


n features 


■ Intel 133MHz Pentium processor ft 

■ Intel 430VX PCI set «*** 

■ 16MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.1GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB PowerGraph 64-Bit 3D Video w/2MB 
EDO DRAM (True Color Video Playback) 

■ 15" .25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 
and Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 8X 135ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 

QP5/120 M-2.$1799 

QP5/150 M-2.$1949 

QP5/166 M-2.$2099 


pentium 


QP5/133 SM 


$ 1899 

■ Intel 133MHz Pentium® processor 

■ Intel 430HX PCI set 

■ 16MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.1GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB Ught SpeedJg a Video w/2MB MDRAM 

■ 15" MAG Digital 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w<Voice Mail 
and Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 8X 135ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
Upgrade to Ptrosonic PDfcWtOM for $ 199 more 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 

QP5/120 SM.$1849 

QP5/150 SM.$1999 

QP5/166 SM.$2149 


he QP6/200 WS-2 workstation. CD Titles 
srrors in typography or photography. 


QP5/166 SM-1 


$2449 

■ Intel 166MHz Pentium processor j* 

■ Intel 430HX PCI set &** 

■ 24MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.5GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Driv e n 

■ STB U^tSpeed MDRAM 

■ 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 
and Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 8X 135ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
Uptpade to ftrxDonic PD/CD-ROM foe $199 more 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-40 Speakers 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 

QP5/120 SM-1.$2149 

QP5/133 SM-1.$2199 

QP5/150 SM-1.$2299 

QP5/200 SM-1.$2599 


QP5/200 SM-2 


$2999 

Intel 200MHz Pentium processor 
Intel 430HX PCI set W* 

32MB EDO Memory 
512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 
3.2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 
3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Djjv^j 

w/2MBWRAM 
inifrdn Monitor 
Advanced Sony Trinftron CRT) 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 
and Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 8X 135ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
UpgmdetoftnasoncP[VCD-ROM{br$199mote 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-400 Surround Sound Speakers 
w/ACS-250 subwoofer 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Professional Software Bundle (preinstalled) 

0P5/133 SM-2.$2599 

QP5/150 SM-2.$2699 

5/166 SM-2.$2849 

























Right For You 


QP5/166 M-3 


$2399 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

■ Intel 440FX Chipset 

■ 32MB EDO Memory 

■ 256KB Internal L 2 Cac he .nw ^ 

■ 3.2GB EIDE Mod[e 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Matrox Millennium 64-Bit 3D Video w/2MB WRAM 

■ 17" .25dp MAG Techhitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 
and Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 8X 135ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
Upgrade to ftnasonic PD/CD-ROM for $199 more 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-400 Surround Sound 
Speakers w/ ACS-250 subwoofer 

■ ATX Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 


QP5/200 M-4 


|$2749 


■ Intel 166MHz Pentium processor jO 

■ Intel 430VX PCI set 

■ 24MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 2.5GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive , 

■ STB PowerGraph 64-Bit 3D Video w 2MB 
EDO DRAM (True Gtfpr Video Playback) 

■ 17" ,26dp MAG 1280x1024 Monitor 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 
and Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 8X 135ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS45 Speakers w/ subwoofer 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 

QP5/133 M-3..., 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium processor ft 

■ Intel 430VX PCI set 

■ 32MB EDO Memory 

■ 512KB Pipelined Burst Cache 

■ 3.2GB EIDE Mode 4 Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1,44MB Floppy Drive 

■ STB LightSpeed 128-Bit Video W/ 2MB MDRAM 

■ 17" ,25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) 

■ 33.6 Fax/Modem w/Voice Mail 
and Speakerphone 

■ Toshiba 8X 135ms EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

■ Ensoniq 16-Bit Wavetable Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing ACS-45 Speakers w/ subwoofer 

■ Mini-Tower Case 

■ 104-Key keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ Windows 95 with Microsoft Plus! 

■ Family Software Bundle (preinstalled) 


.$2149 

QP5/133 M-4. 

.$2349 

.$2249 

QP5/150 M-4. 

.$2449 

.$2549 

QP5/166 M-4. 

.$2599 

3199 

■QP6/200 WS-i 

1 $3 799 


■ Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro processor 

■ Intel 440FX Chipset 

■ 32MB EDO Memory 

■ 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

■ 4GB Fast Wide SCSI Hard Drive 

■ 3.5" 1.44MB Floppy Drive 

■ Adaptec 2940W PCI Wide SCSI Controller 

■ Matrox Millennium 64-Bit 3D Video w/4MB WRAM 

■ 17" ,25dp MAG Technitron Monitor 
(Based on Advanced Sony Trinitron CRT) 

■ Toshiba 6.7X 120ms SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
Upgrade to Ftanasonic PD/CD-ROM for $ 199 mote 

■ ATX Tower Case 

■ MS Natural Keyboard & Microsoft Mouse 

■ MS Windows NT Workstation 3£ 

■ 3-Year Limited Warranty' ■+ 

■ Upgrade to 21" MAG Monitor for $799m 

■ 2GB SCSI for $300 less 


Family Software Bundle 


■ Novell PerfectHome: 

PerfectWorks; Memphis Math; Write With Me; Grammatik; 
Clip Art for the Home; Clip Art for the Office; Read With Me 
1 & 2; PerfectWorks for Kids 

■ Quicken SE . 

■ Comptons interactive Encjtiopedia 

■ Comptons Zoo ExpWer ^ 

■ Comptons Reference Collefti™^’ j 

m BodyWorks 5.0 jKm' \ 

■ Me & My World Multimedia Picture Dictionary 

■ New Riders Official Internet Yellow Pages & Win95 Primer Combo 

■ America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe 


■ NetCruiser Plus (Free Internet Accesi 

■ Microsoft Internet Explorer 2.0 

■ Microsoft® Phone 1.0 


Professional Software Bundle 


■ Corel WordPerfect Suite; 

Corel WordPerfect 7; Corel QuattroPro 7; CorelFlow 3; 

Corel Presentation 7; SideKick 95; Dashboard 95; Envoy 7; 
Netscape (AT&T WorldNet Serviars), Gj^^Screen Saver; 

150 Fonts; 10,000 Clip Art ftfa 

■ Corel Internet Mi 

■ Corel Print He 

■ Quicken SE // | ■ '• 7!" 

■ Comptons Interactive'Encyclopedia 

■ Comptons Reference Collection 

■ Resume Designer ■ 

■ New Riders Official Internet Yellow Pages & Win95 Primer Combo 

■ Key Master Maps 

■ America Online, Prodigy, CompuServe 

■ NetCruiser Plus (Free Internet Access of over 400 hours for one month; 

■ Microsoft Internet Explorer 2.0 

■ Microsoft* Phone 1.0 


Upgrade Specials 


■ Microsoft Natural Keyboard.Add S39 

■ Panasonic KX-6100 Laser Printer..Add S349 

■ Seagate Tape Backup 850MB.Add S149 

■ Seagate Tape Backup 3.2GB. Add $199 

Options Available with QP6 Workstation Purchase Only 

■ Sony 1.3GB Magneto Optical Drive.Add St299 

■ Seagate 8GB SCSI Tape Backup.Add $399 

■ Iomega Zip Drive. Add $179 



DPS/181 WS-2.S 3649 


Mm 

1 - 800 - 787-8686 

www.quantex.com 


■ Upgrade to MS Natural Keyboard for $39 m 

QP6/150 SM-2.$2949 

0P6/180 SWI-2.$3049 

"Pentium and the Intel Inside logo are registered trademark of Intel Corporation". Microsoft and Windows 95 are 
marks and Windows NT -- - 1 ' •' “ ' ' ' ' 1 


New sales hours! 9 a.m. to midnight Monday through 
Friday, and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday (ET)! 


i*i; 






















mow you can stay connected, no matter 




*W"ave you ever needed crucial sales figures from 
J your office PC when you were on the road? 
jLEver tried to explain a system glitch to the 
lformation systems person over the phone? Ever 
telecommuted, only to realize that you forgot to print out 
the boss wanted to see today? 

Weve all been there. But remote control 
software is the solution to all these problems and 
more. These packages let you retrieve files, 
launch applications, and tap into network 
resources—whether you’re in a hotel room in 
Albuquerque or in your den at home. And if you haven’t 
used a remote control package in a couple of years, you’re 
for a surprise. The latest versions no longer require 
of a saint md the technology skills of a 
programming prodigy. 

‘art of the credit for this newfound usability goes to 
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Microsoft for integrating basic remote communication 
features into Windows 95 and Windows NT. But even 
more credit goes to the software developers who have 
transformed remote computing from an arcane ritual 
to a routine problem solver. 

To see how close remote control products bring you to 
actually being there, we put the three leading packages to the 
test in PC Computing's Usability Labs: Traveling Software s 
LapLink for Windows 95, Artisoft InSync’s CoSession 
Remote 7.0, and Symantec’s pcAnywhere32 for Windows 
95. We looked at how each handles the long-distance chores 
| people perform most often: managing files, launching 
! I remote applications, conducting live training or support 
I sessions, and accessing a remote network or the Internet, 
x g The cost of one of these packages is a small price to pay 
| for insurance that might someday save your job. 

CHRIS O’MALLEY 


SYNOPSIS 


WELL CONNECTED: 

Whether you need 
to transfer files, 
launch applications , 
conduct training, 
or access a network, 
these packages 
perform. 190 

WINDOWS 95 AND NT: Both 
have built-in remote 
control features, 
but they can’t 
match a dedicated 
package. 192 

USABILITY: Our labs 
put remote control to 
the test. 194 

FINAL ANALYSIS: The best 
product for your 
remote needs. 196 
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Field Tests: Four Typical Remote Scenarios 
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File from the Field 


When you need a file on the road, 
chances are you need it badly. Remote 
control packages give you quick access 
to any file on your office system. To 
determine the best package for you, 
look at usability and features rather 
than transfer speed (which is a limita¬ 
tion of your modem). A good program 
makes finding, sending, receiving, and 
synchronizing files via a modem or 
serial cable simple and straightforward. 

For file management, Traveling 
Software’s LapLink for Windows 95 
is the best package overall. Its split¬ 
screen, Windows Explorer-like inter¬ 
face takes care of file transfers without 
making you hassle with host and 
remote nodes. Its SpeedSync technol¬ 
ogy is the best at comparing and syn¬ 
chronizing files, so they’re always 
up-to-date. And LapLink is the leader 
in direct cable connections. File trans¬ 
fers are a snap with parallel, serial, or 



Get Linked: LapLink makes file swapping 
easy via a cable, modem, or even wireless. 


even infrared ports. 

Artisoft InSync’s CoSes- 
sion Remote 7.0 covers all 
the basics as well. But unlike 
LapLink, it connects using 
separate host and remote 
modes. Artisoft reduces 
some of the dual-mode con¬ 
fusion by clearly labeling the 
windows as This Computer 
and The Other Computer. 

On the downside, CoSession 
Remote supports direct con¬ 
nections between serial ports 
only with a null-modem 
cable, which can be tricky to use. 

File transfers with Symantec’s 
pcAnywhere32 aren’t as hassle-free as 
with LapLink. Like CoSession Remote, 
pcAnywhere32 for Windows 95 con¬ 
nects using different host and remote 
modes, which take some time master¬ 
ing. Even so, the rest of the package is 


easy to learn, and it comes with all the 
necessary tools, including file synchro¬ 
nization and parallel cable or infrared 
connections. (The latter is new in the 
latest version, which should be available 
by the time you read this.) One key 
perk: pcAnywhere32 automatically 
scans for viruses during file transfers. 


Control Your Apps 


Not many people travel with every¬ 
thing loaded onto their notebook. So 
being able to launch and run applica¬ 
tions back on the office computer is 
one of the most useful features that 
remote control software offers. In 



Remote Reins: LapLink lets you view the 
entire screen of a remote application. 


this area, all of these products make 
you feel as if you’re at your desktop 
PC no matter where you are. 

Each remote control package we 
tested puts you in command of a 
remote system that’s equipped with 
the same control software. (All three 
products grant you the license to 
copy its software onto two comput¬ 
ers.) The transfer speeds of the pack¬ 
ages vary, but not by that much. 
Even so, it’s worth looking for some 
timesaving shortcuts. For example, 
both LapLink and pcAnywhere32 
automatically disable Windows wall¬ 
paper and screen savers during 
remote control sessions, making the 
process flow faster. 

Multitasking support helps, too. 
All three packages perform remote 
control functions and transfer files 
simultaneously—a handy feature 
since the two tasks often go hand in 


hand. However, LapLink is the only 
package that supports multiple remote 
sessions (over a network or multiple 
phone lines). With LapLink you can 
connect to as many as 11 computers at 
the same time. 

In the past, most remote control 
software forced you to downshift to a 
standard VGA resolution of 640 by 
480 before you could begin a session, 
but today’s packages let you take 
advantage of the higher resolutions 
of your notebook or desktop com¬ 
puter. LapLink, for example, works 
with resolutions of up to 1,280 by 
1,024 in 16 million colors. And better 
yet, LapLink scales a video display 
to let you see a launched application’s 
entire screen on a remote PC—even 
when it’s connected to a machine 
running at a higher resolution. Little 
touches like these make LapLink 
your best choice overall. 
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Long-Distance Training 



Getting tired of trying to describe 
your PC problem to an information 
systems person over the phone? Each 
of these remote control programs can 
help with a variety of support or 
teaching and training functions. 
Remote control software brings the 
long-distance assistance right into 
your computer. 

Once again LapLink takes the lead 
by letting you connect to as many as 
11 computers at a time, making it an 
ideal tool for monitoring a group 
(typically over a network), or for han¬ 
dling technical difficulties between 
two remote users via separate phone 
lines. LapLink also has a handy chat 
function so you can discuss any prob¬ 
lems online even if you have only one 
phone line. 

However, CoSession Remote and 
pcAnywhere32 have a key support fea¬ 
ture that LapLink lacks: the ability to 


record training sessions for 
later playback. This lets you 
review what you’ve done as 
the “teacher” or the "stu¬ 
dent”—a great feature for 
online training. Like 
LapLink, CoSession Remote 
and pcAnywhere32 include 
chat features. But neither 
one currently handles multi¬ 
ple simultaneous sessions, 
though Symantec says that 
the next version of pcAny- 
where32 will include this 
feature. And while CoSes¬ 
sion Remote doesn’t support 
multiple sessions, it permits 
simultaneous remote appli¬ 
cation and file control. 

The simplicity of a remote control 
program is an important issue especially 
with users in the field or in remote 
offices who have little communications 


expertise and need immediate help. 
LapLink’s easy-to-understand, auto¬ 
mated configuration tools and excep¬ 
tional online help give it the edge over 
CoSession Remote and pcAnywhere32. 


Reach for the Net 


Remote control sounds fine, until you 
start talking long-distance charges and 
slow modem speeds. A two-hour ses¬ 
sion from Europe will soon have you 
singing the phone bill blues. Wouldn’t 

provider and connect via the Net? And 
why spend time talking at 28.8Kbps if 
you have access to a high-speed LAN? 



Net Pals: LapLink gives you several ways to 
find and connect with colleagues via the Net. 


Don’t worry, these remote control 
packages can help. 

LapLink does its best to simplify all 
types of network connections. It auto¬ 
matically detects and configures the 
network protocols, reducing the net¬ 
work server link to a simple mouse 
click on the Connect over Network 
button. The downside: LapLink sup¬ 
ports only TCP/IP and IPX protocols. 
However, when it comes to remote 
Internet connections, LapLink is more 
flexible—and clever. It lets you con¬ 
nect via a common Windows Internet 
Name Service (WINS) server or via a 
dynamic address-by-name system that 
lets you hook up to other computers 
via an Internet service provider. In 
plain English, that means you have 
quick-and-easy, point-and-ciick access 
to Internet-connected computers any¬ 
where in the world. 

With CoSession Remote you can 


connect to NetWare, IPX/SPX, Net¬ 
BIOS, NetBEUI, LANtastic, and 
TCP/IP networks. You won’t find a 
WINS server or dynamic addressing 
scheme for access across the Internet, 
but you can connect manually if you 
know the other computer’s Internet 
protocol address. 

Connecting to a network server with 
pcAnywhere32 isn’t that intuitive, for it 
requires several steps and separate host 
and remote designations. However, 
pcAnywhere32 works with more net¬ 
work protocols than LapLink, includ¬ 
ing NetWare, IPX/SPX, NetWare 
Connect, NetBIOS, Banyan Vines, 
ISDN, and TCP/IP. The version of 
pcAnywhere32 we tested didn’t sup¬ 
port easy remote access via the Net, but 
the next release is scheduled to include 
a SmartList feature for finding 
pcAnywhere32 host or gateway 
machines over the Net or an intranet. 
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| Reviews: How the Software Measures Up 


Top Remote Control Packages 


I Product 

Price* 

Pros 

Cons 

Unique Features 

Verdict 

gwa Traveling Software 

KM LapLink for Windows 95 

MS (800)843-9397 

Reader Service No. 731 

$149 

Easy to use; speedy file 
synchronization; able to 
view a launched app's 
entire screen. 

Can’t record training and 
support sessions; network 
protocol support limited 
to TCP/IP and IPX. 

Handles as many as 11 
remote links at once; 
provides many Internet 
connection options. 

■teto&kk 

A powerful and intuitive 
remote control package. 

Artisoft InSync 

CoSession Remote 7.0 

(800)200-7455 

Reader Service No. 732 

$59 

Good basic features; 
low price; broad network 
support. 

Different host and remote 
modes can be confusing; 
poor cable transfer support. 

Recordstraining 
sessions for later 
playback; LANtastic 
network support 

i hMr 

Decent remote control at 
a down-to-earth price. 

Symantec pcAnywhere32 
for Windows 95 

(800)441-7234 

Reader Service No. 733 , 

$149 

•ESTIMATE! 

Solid in all areas; broad 
network support. 

Separate host and remote 
modes are confusing. 

Scans for viruses; records 
training sessions for 
later playback; supports 
Windows NT and ISDN. 

irkk 

A good bet if you need 
to connect over a 
variety of networks. 


irkkkk Excellent kkkk Good kkk Acceptable irk Poor k Unacceptable 


Windows 95 and NT: Remote Access but No Control 



In Sync? The Briefcase utility synchronizes 
files, but sends the whole file each time. 


Why buy a separate remote control 
package when Windows 95 and NT 
have built-in remote access features? 

It’s a fair question. Both of 
Microsoft’s operating systems have 
basic remote, file transfer, file 
synchronizing, and networking 
features. With Microsoft Plus for 
Windows 95 you even get software for 
setting up yoursystem as the remote 
network server. For some, this might 
be all the remote access needed. 

Three utilities make up the main 
remote access features in Windows 
95: Dial-Up Networking, Briefcase, 
and Direct Cable Connection. All are 
installed automatically if you choose 
the Portable Setup option when you 
install Windows 95. 

As its name implies, Windows 95’s 
Dial-Up Networking utility lets you 
establish a dial-up (or remote node) 
connection to a LAN server. Once your 
PC is attached to the server, you have 
access to all the network’s resources, 
including shared disks and printers. 
You can connect this way to several 
popular remote access servers- 
including Windows NT Remote 
Access Server (RAS) and Novell 
NetWare Connect 2-using different 
protocols. Windows NT Workstation 
also includes these dial-up features. 


Briefcase is Windows 
95's file transfer and 
synchronizing utility. It 
shows up as a file folder on 
the desktop and lets you 
easily drag and drop files 
you want transferred to or 
synchronized with another 
PC. You then establish the 
connection with Dial-Up 
Networking or, for side-by- 
side desktop-to-laptop 
transfers, with the Direct 
Cable Connection utility 
[via serial or parallel 
cables). Briefcase does 
simple file copying 
and performs some 
rudimentary synchronizing by 
comparing the date and time stamps 
of the files, and then copying the 
newest version. 

So what does a dedicated remote 
control program buy you? For 
openers, remote control of your 
[or another) desktop PC. Dial-Up 
Networking and RAS give you remote 
access to network programs and 
resources, but they aren’t designed to 
put you in remote control of your 
system. For example, you won’t be 
able to look at the distant PC’s desktop 
and launch applications from it. 


Dedicated remote control 
packages also include extra features 
not found in Windows 95 or NT, such 
as intelligent synchronization that 
compares files and sends only the 
changes, not the entire files. That can 
mean the difference between several 
minutes or a few seconds for each file 
you update. Dedicated packages also 
offer more connection, security, and 
customization options. 

The built-in remote features of 
Windows 95 and NT are big steps 
forward, but they’re still one ortwo 
behind most remote control packages. 
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evolution m 6 
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53SiRi> 


• Integrated PCI frapHcs with 1 MB 
video RAM (expandatte to 2-MB) 

■ Seven expansion slots (three-32-bit 
PCI, three ISA and one shared 
PCI/ISA) 


and three 5.25" (external) drive bays 

• 315 Watt power supply 

• 5Year/36 Month factory warranty 


Y( )U VC got deadlines to meet, projects 
to finish, the success of your business riding 
on your shoulders. Abu are a business profes¬ 
sional. So why ejqpect anything less of your 
computer? Especially when you can afford an 

ALR Evolution Dual 6. 

Why the ALR Evolution Dual6? 

Because the business world is going 32-bit 
Windows® 95 and Windows NT 

Workstation are just the *2995 

beginning. If your favorite 

MICROSOFT P 0 "^ 1 " applications aren’t 32~bit now. they will be 
CoSpArmr" soon. And no PC handles 32-bit applications better than 

the alr Evolution Duai6. With its 200-MHz Pentium Pro 

chip, it offers up to 75% ITHXS 32-bit PST - 
formance than a 200-MHz Pentium chip- 
based system. And your accountant probably 
won’t even notice the price difference. 

But as a professional, you know there’s m 
to a professional business system than power. 

That’s why we’ve given the Evolution Dual6 to 

for up to 51 2-MB of RAM... enough to 

run dozens of applications simultaneously! Abu can also add OVGf 6'GB 
Of dalS StiaQG without having to purchase any additional controller 

cards. Even processing power is expandable. Upgrading to Dlial 

Processing «as easy as plugging in a second 
i 200-MHz Pentium Pro chip. 

I Try doing that with one /four competitors’ systems. I 
While you’re at it, try comparing 
warranties. Ahull find that the ALR Evolution Dual6k 

5 Year/36 Month warranty leads the indusoy. 

Register in ALR’s ProCare program, and we’ll even include one year of 
on-site service . How can we afford such a lavish service and support 
program? Simple. Our systems are engineered for performance and reliabilty. 

Aou’re a hard working professional; invest in the PC that works as hard 
as you do... the ALR Evolution Dual6. To see one in action today, visit your 
local ALR reseller. Or call our toll-free number. 

1-800-444-4ALR ( ef#52i2) 



Advanced Logic Research, Inc 


Circle 119 on reader service card. 
















Usability Report Card 

LapLink Simplifies 



Just how far has this once-knotty business of 
remote PC control come? Far enough that 
nearly anyone can transfer files or run 
programs when away from their desktop. 
That’s the encouraging news from our 
usability testers, who methodically put 
Traveling Software’s LapLink for Windows 95, 
Symantec’s pcAnywhere32, and Artisoft 
InSync’s CoSession Remote 7.0 through their 
paces in PC Computing’s Usability Labs. 

Our testers consisted of Windows users 
who telecommute and need to transfer files 
while on the road. None of them, however, 
had ever used a remote control package. 


Productivity Index 



Our testers performed a set of four 
specific tasks: installing and setting up the 
programs [historically not a routine 
procedure with remote control packages], 
managing files, launching remote 
applications, and accessing a remote 
network to retrieve a file and print a 
document. There were hiccups along the 
way, but fewer than expected given the 
sometimes tricky nature of remote 
communications. Most of the time our 
testers completed the tasks within the 
allotted time with minimal help. 

After hours of testing, a clear usability 
winner emerged: LapLink for Windows 95 
from Traveling Software. It received a 
thumbs-up from testers for all four tasks, 
earning it our Usability Seal of Approval 
and scoring a ten on our Productivity Index 
[left]. This index takes into account user 
satisfaction, feature set, the effectiveness 
of help functions, the number of tasks 
completed successfully, and the testers’ 
final preference. 

With LapLink’s easy-to-understand, 
Explorer-like interface our testers 
completed all the tasks nearly every time. Its 
pop-up Quick Steps help system was the 


Installation and Setup 

I Traveling Software I Symantec I Artisoft InSync 

| LapLink | pcAnywhere32 | CoSession Remote 


✓ 


Get Going: LapLink’s ability to automatically detect 
modems and ports, coupled with its Quick Steps onscreen 
guide and Explorer-like interface, made it the easiest 
package for our testers to install and set up correctly. 
Installation was simple with pcAnywhere32’s setup wizard. 
But its settings for host and remote modes and 
connections confused testers; ditto for CoSession Remote. 


Managing Files 

I Traveling Software I Symantec I Artisoft InSync 

| LapLink _ | pcAnywhere32 | CoSession Remote 


✓ 


Fetching Files: All three programs have drag-and-drop 
and smart synchronizing features. But LapLink’s single¬ 
interface simplicity and intuitive icons give it the edge, as 
do its flexible direct cable connection abilities. Testers 
were baffled by CoSession’s direct cable connections, 
and often had trouble locating files in pcAnywhere32. 
Both packages also suffer from dual-mode complexities. 
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Remote Connections 



Hold My Hand: LapLink's Quick Steps walk you 
through every part of a remote session. You can turn 
them off when you feel comfortable with a process. 


best at getting users back on track when 
they needed a hand. 

Symantec’s pcAnywhere32 and Artisoft 
InSync’s CoSession Remote finished a 
distant second and third, respectively, in 
overall usability. But in a very positive sign 
of the times, neither one was deemed overly 
difficult to use or lacking in any key feature. 
Rather, each had a few more rough spots- 
many as a result of their separate host and 
remote modes, which sometimes made the 
programs confusing and inflexible, and left 
usersunsure of the next logical step in a 
task. However, our testers found that the 



Remote Thinking: 

CoSession 
Remote’s interface 
is uncluttered and 
fairly intuitive, but 
testers found its 
separate host 
and viewer Control 
Centers confusing 
at first. 


Leaping Wizards: 

The wizard screens 
in pcAnywhere32 
help you get 
started with remote 
connections, 
including dialing 
an online service. 


tasks got easier as they became better 
acquainted with the host and remote mode 
terminology and logic. 

Still, LapLink for Windows 95 was far and 
away our testers’ top choice for fuss-free 
remote access to files, programs, or a network, 
and for remote training and technical support. 


Launching Remote Applications Network Access 


I Traveling Software I Symantec 

I pcAnywhere32 


I Artisoft InSync | 
I CoSession Remote 


I Traveling Software I Symantec 
LapLink I pcAnywhere32 


✓ ✓ 


I Artisoft InSync I 
CoSession Remote H 


Portable Programs: LapLink and CoSession received 
passing marks for ease of use in finding and launching an 
application on a remote machine. But pcAnywhere32 
didn’t quite make the grade, as our testers had a hard 
time deciphering pcAnywhere32’s screen presentation of 
host and remote machines, and often couldn’t locate the 
Start button to launch a program. 


Nomad Netting: Each program passed the file copying 
and printing tests from a remote network drive. Our 
testers often reported that it felt "just like being there.” 
A few times our testers were tripped up finding the 
correct button, file, or mode. But nearly all were able to 
retrieve the needed file and remotely send a document 
to a network printer without a hitch. 
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REMOTE 


Final Analysis: Reach Your Data from Afar 


Total Control 


For years remote control programs have been 
among the most needed yet least intuitive software 
utilities. They worked, but they required a lot of 
technical knowledge tempered with patience. That 
has clearly changed with Windows 95 and the new 
generation of remote programs we tested. There’s 
no reason to fear the remote connection any longer. 

If you’re going remote, make your connections as 
versatile and efficient as possible with one of these 
programs. Windows 95 and NT have some remote 
access features, but they still lack the ability to 
remotely operate desktop PC applications. And the 
Briefcase file transfer feature in Windows 95 is a pale 
shadow of the transfer utilities found in dedicated 
packages. The temptation to stick with the freebies is 
alluring, but for the modest price of these programs 
it’s not worth denying yourself their benefits. 

So which one should you choose? In this case, the 
decision is more about your personal working style 
than about feature sets, but Traveling Software’s 
LapLink gets higher points for its simple elegance. It also 


earns top honors for providing a single Explorer-like 
interface instead of making you wrangle with host and 
remote modes. LapLink (which started as a bridge for 
cabling laptops and desktops together) clearly under¬ 
stands communications and the value of ease of use. 

That’s not to say you should dismiss Artisoft 
InSync’s CoSession Remote and Symantec’s 
pcAnywhere32 completely. Each covers all the remote 
control basics, and then some. You might even find 
perks in either package that swing the balance. For 
example, pcAnywhere32 contains an automatic virus 
scanning feature, and both it and CoSession support 
more networking protocols than LapLink. But you’ll 
have to take a little more time along the learning curve. 
For most everyday uses, it’s tough to beat the simple 
efficiency of LapLink for Windows 95. 


Chris O’Malley is a freelance writer who special¬ 
izes in video and telecommunications. Usability 
testing was performed by Lulit BEZUAYEHU and 
Lydia M. Karlowicz. 


DECISION MAKER 


CHOOSE THE RIGHT REMOTE CONTROL SOFTWARE FOR YOUR NEEDS 






Traveling Software LapLink 


Traveling Software LapLink 


Traveling Software LapLink 


Traveling Software LapLink 


Traveling Software LapLink 


Traveling Software LapLink 


Traveling Software LapLink 


Traveling Software LapLink 


Traveling Software LapLink 


Symantec pcAnywhere32 


Traveling Software LapLink 


Symantec pcAnywhere32 
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YQU CAN NEVER _RE TOO 




• > 11.3”Super VGA dual-scan or TFT 

\ active-matrix screen with 1MB PCI 

] graphics accelerator 

100,120 or 133MHz Intel Pentium ® 
i processor and up to 40Mb EDO memory 

■ Integrated 1.44Mbfloppy disk drive 

87-key keyboard with Windows ’95 keys 
- TwinTouch™ touchpad pointing device 



So why carry a big,fat notebook when 
you can have the feature-rich, 
ultra-thin Slimnote 700? 

The new, extremely thin Twinhead 
Slimnote 700 has everything you need 
to get the job done. Whether you’re pol¬ 
ishing up a spreadsheet somewhere over 
Colorado, or giving a multimedia presen¬ 
tation in Tokyo, the Slimnote 700 delivers. 


The optional base 
station fits neatly 
beneath the Slimnote 
700for maximum 
portability 


Built around a revolutionary l-in-2 design, the 
Slimnote 700 gives you the ultimate in flexibility. 

The lightweight, slimline mobile station packs all 
the high-performance features you’d 
expect to find in a desktop PC 
|W into a 1.4”, sub S lb notebook with 

1**^ y features like a fast Pentium proces¬ 
sor, EDO system memory, up to a 
1.2 Gb hard drive, 16-bitstereo 
sound and a full-color display. When you’re ready for 
multimedia features like a 6x CD-ROM drive and 
amplified speakers, just add the optional lightweight 
base station and you have a multimedia powerhouse! 

Designed and manufactured by Twinhead, 
your True Source for notebook PCs, 
the Slimnote 700 delivers unsurpassed 
performance in an incredibly efficient 
package. True value that can only be delivered by a 
true manufacturer. Plus, all Slimnotes are backed 
with our exclusive ExpressCare program, providing 
you with 48-hour service and toll-free support. 
Circle 160 on reader service card. 


6X CD-ROM drive with software ejt 
function allows you to quickly access 
all of your CD-ROM applications 


° NTSC/PAL RCA jack lets you connect 

a to a VCR or TV monitor, giving you 
“ true multimedia flexibility 


Two amplified- stereo speakers provide 
unsurpassed sound 


32-bit PCI slot greatly increases 
expansion capabilities 


Imnl 


Two steps ahead 



1-800-995-8946 (West) 
1-800-552-8946 (East) 

www.twinhead.com 

Twinhead Corporation 

1537 Centre Pointe Drive, Milpitas, CA 95035 

Tel: 408.945.0808 Fax: 408.945.1080 








































Deadly new computer viruses want to 


T he dreaded Ebola virus makes applesauce of your 

internal organs. A computer virus tears up your hard 
drive and brings down your network even faster. Don’t 
think you’re in danger of becoming a virus victim? Think 
again. A recent survey by the National Computer Security 
Association showed that virtually all midsize and large 
organizations in North America have had at least one 
computer virus. And with the arrival of insidious macro 
viruses and the burgeoning use of the Internet to send and 
receive software, the odds keep increasing against you. 



Don’t panic. While nothing can protect you 100 percent, 
a good virus scanner detects and eradicates nearly all known 
viruses before they can do any harm to your computer. But 
although many developers love to flaunt how many viruses 
their scanners can detect, the real issue is how easy the software 
is to use. So PC Computing took a long look at four of the 
leading scanners for Windows 95 to see which one was not 
1 only the most effective, but also the easiest to install and 
1 operate. Because an overly complex virus scanner that sits 
I unused on a shelf won’t protect you from anything. 
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VIRUSES 


Reviews: Powerful Virus Scanners 


You need protection. The computer virus infection 
rate is sky-high—thanks in large part to omnipresent 
culprits like the Word.concept macro virus, a nasty 
bug that infects and damages Microsoft Word docu¬ 
ments at a dizzying pace. 

You can save yourself with a good virus protection 
package. Any virus scanner you buy should handle at 
least three tasks: virus detection, virus prevention, and 
virus removal. While all the leading packages will 
detect and eliminate the most common threats of 
infection, they differ greatly in usability. 

Disk Disinfectant Armed with this informa¬ 
tion, we picked the two best-selling Windows 95 
antivirus packages: McAfee Associates’s VirusScan 
2.0 for Windows 95 and Symantec’s Norton 
AntiVirus 1.0 for Windows 95. Then we added two 
highly regarded contenders: TouchStone Software’s 
PC-cillin 95, and Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus Toolkit 
7.55 for Windows 95 from S&S Software Int’l. 

We evaluated each in four areas: ease of use, virus 
detection and eradication, scanning speed, and net¬ 
work scanning. When the disinfectant settled, two 
rivals rose to the top, with TouchStone Software’s 
PC-cillin 95 just nosing out McAfee’s VirusScan. 

PC-cillin 95 is easy to install and its clean, attractive 
interface is never confusing. The package also has the 
best update feature of the bunch: a few mouse clicks 
lets you quickly go online via an electronic bulletin 
board or the Internet to update your virus database. 

After discovering our intentionally implanted virus, 
PC-cillin 95 popped up a dialog box that identified the 
bug and offered both a fix and a removal option. It 
couldn’t be simpler. PC-cillin 95 will even search 
through Internet e-mail and software as you download. 

McAfee VirusScan nearly ties with PC-cillin 95 
for usability. The program’s installer even scanned 



Alert! A good virus package warns you when you're under 
attack. McAfee even supplies several treatment options. 

our hard disk, discovered we had Microsoft Word 
installed, then offered to insert protection for the 
Word.concept macro virus. But updating VirusScan’s 
virus database required a few trips to the manual, and 
the online virus library was sometimes difficult to 
access. On the positive side, VirusScan comes with a 
clean boot disk that helps you get a virus-zapped 
system up and running again. 

Falling Behind Norton AntiVirus for Windows 
95 and Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus Toolkit each has 
some flaws—and some bonus features. Norton Anti- 
Virus’s interface forces you to dig through menu 
layers simply to scan a specified directory, and this 
version can’t scan network drives. However, Norton 
AntiVirus was the fastest scanner we tested. It zipped 
through our test directory of 1,950 files in a speedy 51 
seconds. Meanwhile, Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus 
Toolkit provides a great virus tutorial, but the whole 
package needs a usability face-lift. It presents a num¬ 
ber of confusing installation options that could 
thwart novices. And when Dr. Solomon’s discovers a 
virus, you must load a separate program to kill the 
intruder and repair the problem. 


Interview with a Virus Writer: Captain Zap Comes Clean 


No one ever accused Ian Murphy 
of being a good citizen. In 1981 
Murphy became the first person in 
the United States to be charged with 
a computer crime. In his spare time 
Murphy tapped the White House 
and Pentagon phone lines. Now 40, 
the former Captain Zap no longer 
tries to break in; he protects, as a 
computer security consultant in 
Gladwyne, Pennsylvania. We asked 
for his insights into the escalating 
virus situation. 

Did you have some political 
motive for writing viruses, or was 
it just the thrill? It was an 

intellectual and programming 


challenge. I didn’t intend any of the 
viruses to go out and destroy other 
data. But I know plenty of people who 
do. Writing a virus is considered a 
rite of passage to some-it gives you 
a notch in your belt. 

Is it easy? Very easy. The 
computer undezrground has 
produced programs that let you 
create viruses using pull-down 
menus. You ever hear of the Virus 
Construction Laboratory? It’s 
software that enables you to write 
a virus in under five minutes. You 
can create a logic bomb, a time- 
delay virus that will compromise 
someone’s data in a week or a 


month, or another that downloads 
all the information from a user's 
hard drive onto another machine 
and then reformats that hard 
drive. It’s a wonderful tool for 
industrial espionage. 

Is it any tougher to release 
viruses now that new operating 
systems like Windows NT have 
built-in security? It hasn't changed 
anything. Everybody and their 
brother knows the inner workings of 
these operating systems. They’re 
widely released in beta a year before 
they even come out. The computer 
underground has that information 
and knows howto circumvent it. 
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True Tale: Virus Attack on a 

It was 5 p.m. on the Friday before 
Labor Day weekend, a time when 
most people were thinking about 
the beach and barbecues. Then 
Ken Jaworski, a Senior Information 
Protection Specialist at Detroit 
Edison, received a call from the 
company’s Fermi Nuclear Power 
Plant in nearby Monroe, Michigan. 

The news was not good. Nearly 
500 of the nuclear facility’s PCs had 
contracted the Word.concept macro 
virus. Systems were hanging. Some 
data was inaccessible. 

“I wasn’t sure what damage the 
virus had done or was doing even 
as we talked," said Jaworski, who 
is in charge of the five-member 
Detroit Edison Virus Response 
Team. “It certainly got my heart 
beating a little faster." 

For Jaworski, the Labor Day 
weekend was going to mean just 
that: labor. By Saturday morning his 
team had scanned dozens of 
electronic bulletin boards around the 
world looking fora fix. After finding 
one, the team began the grueling 


Nuclear Power Plant 

task of cleaning out the 
infected PCs and inoculating 
hundreds of others. By 
Tuesday morning, when the 
rest of Fermi's employees returned 
from their weekend in the sun, 
things were running again. 

Jaworski’s story is not unique. 

The chances of encountering a 
virus today are five to ten times 
higher than early last year, according 
to the National Computer Security 
Association’s [NCSA) 1996 
Computer Virus Prevalence Survey 
[for a copy of the report, go to 
www.ncsa.com]. 

According to the findings of 
the poll of 300 midsize and large 
companies and government 
agencies, if you have 1,000 PCs in 
your organization you can expect to 
get hit by a computer virus about 
120 times this year. 

Curing an infection isn’t cheap, 
either. According to the NCSA report, 
on average, complete recovery from a 
virus takes more than 40 hours and 
costs over $8,000. 



Even being aware of viruses 
doesn’t guarantee immunity. Last 
August the Ohio State Auditor’s 
Office in Columbus tangled with a 
computer virus called Neuroquila. 
“We were scanning all new 
software, doing everything by the 
book, but the antivirus software 
didn’t recognize this new one,” said 
network administrator Bill Myers. 

Little damage was ultimately done 
by the virus, although the infection 
did shake up the department and 
raise awareness about how quickly 
viruses can invade and conquer. 

Said Myers: “We still don’t know 
how we got it, and that’s the scary 
part. This time we got lucky. Next 
time, who knows?” 


Top Virus Scanners 

_ 4 * ./ 


Product 


Touchstone Software 
'•QN PC-cillin 95 

IBBWI (8001932-5566 

Reader Service No. 732 

$50 

53 seconds 

Yes 

Excellent update feature; 
unobtrusive background 
scanning; protects against 
Internet-borne viruses. 

Difficult to scan 
individual files. 

irtrfrtrtt 

The best way to protect your 
PC from deadly invaders. 

McAfee Associates VirusScan 
2.0 for Windows 95 

(8001332-9966 

Reader Service No. 7$3 

$45 

1 minute, 

12 seconds 

Yes 

Easy to install; doesn’t 
take up much space 
in memory. 

Slightly complicated 
virus update feature. 

☆☆☆☆ 

A top-notch package from 
an old-time virus killer. 

Symantec Norton AntiVirus 1.0 
for Windows 95 

(8001441-7234 

Reader Service No. 754 

$79 

51 seconds 

No 

Easy to install; looks for 
virus-like behavior as well as 
known viruses; quick 
scanning. 

Tricky interface; limited 
options once virus is 
discovered; no network 
drive scanning support. 

☆☆☆ 

A longtime leader needs a 
usability update to keep up 
with the competition. 

S&S Dr. Solomon’s Anti-Virus 

Tooikit 7.55 for Windows 95 

(8881377-6566 

Reader Service No. 73; 

$89 

2 minutes, 

2 seconds 

Yes 

Good virus tutorial. 

Confusing installation 
instructions; awkward 
repair abilities; slow 
scanning. 

☆☆ 

A good scanner, but it falls 
short on usability. 


•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 
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VIRUSES 


Final Analysis: Keep Your Systems Safe 


Virus Killers 


The mere whisper of a computer virus makes many 
PC users’ blood run cold. It should. Viruses are a real 
threat to your livelihood. They can turn a thriving, 
active business into an office full of dumbstruck 
workers who can’t touch their PCs. 

But should you stop downloading software, refuse 
e-mail from strangers, and avoid the Internet like a 
week-old tuna sandwich? Not necessarily. Only 
about 200 viruses actually pose a serious threat. Most 
viruses are more annoying than destructive. Many 
hundreds of others are safely segregated in virus 
research labs, where antivirus software developers 
constantly invent new ways to combat them. 

Best of all, viruses are easily prevented. The more 
you know about them, the better your chances of 
escaping unharmed or avoiding them in the first place. 

Nothing can replace the commonsense stuff: isolat¬ 
ing new software, issuing awareness bulletins, and 
backing up your most important files. But a good virus 
scanner can help. All the packages we tested detect and 
eliminate the most common viruses. And Norton 


AntiVirus for Windows 95 even detects some viruses 
before anyone knows they exist. But the best scanners, 
such as TouchStone Software PC-cillin 95 and McAfee 
Associates VirusScan 2.0 for Windows 95, make instal¬ 
lation and day-to-day operation an easy task. 

In addition to having a straightforward interface, 
both products run in the background, constantly 
checking for invaders every time you install new soft¬ 
ware or insert a disk. They also let you scan your net¬ 
work drives at any time. But PC-cillin 95 climbs to the 
top of the pack with its easy-to-use virus update fea¬ 
ture and its ability to scan while downloading. 

Norton AntiVirus 1.0 and Dr. Solomon’s Anti- 
Virus Toolkit 7.55 are also admirable packages that will 
certainly protect your system, but we’d like them more 
if the developers made them just a bit easier to use. 

Where viruses are concerned, the only wrong choice 
you can make is not to choose any virus scanner at all. 


James Daly is Features Editor at Wired magazine. 
Lab testing was performed by Scott Naylor. 
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Have These Five Common 
Windows95 Problems , 
Stopped You? 


■P The mysterious program 

i Crash. Your system doesn’t 
crash completely but you still 
lose your data. 

^MThe unresolved 
■ software conflict. 

You install a new graphics 
program. It replaces your video 
configuration with one for 
Windows 3.1. No more video. 



I The semi-botched 

I installation. Your new app 
installs perfectly. But when you 
try to run it, you see a “Missing 
DLL” message. 

iPftig & Play... Not! 

f You’ve instaUednew hardware, 
but it doesn’t work. 


I application. You uninstalled 
an application properly. But it’s 
still listed in the program menu. 

Stop Software Conflicts 
Before They Stop You! 

New Vertisoft Fix-It™ automatically finds and 
fixes thousands of software conflicts and hard¬ 
ware configuration problems before they can 
crash your system. 

Vertisoft Fix-it’s sophisticated knowledge-base 
of over 1,000 Windows 95,3.1 and DOS appli¬ 
cations lets it find and fix whatever’s out of 


whack - like these system stoppers: 

• Missing program files 

• Incorrect configurations 

• Conflicts between applications, 
hardware and Windows 95 

• Windows system problems 

• Hardware device problems 

Plus, it’s unique Preinstallation Inspector finds 
and fixes conflicts before you install applications. 
Vertisoft Fix-It also watches over your system 
alerting you to new problems, catching conflicts, 
and backing up changes made to your system so 


you can easily remove changes that cause 
problems. It even automatically intercepts 
application crashes so you can save your data. 
And on-line updates to its knowledge-base 
make it easy to keep Vertisoft Fix-It up-to-date. 


TRY 


Fix-It 


Features 

Vertisoft 

Fix-It 

First Aid 

95 Deluxe” 

Supported 

applications 

1000+ 

<100 

Finds conflicts among 
programs, hardware and Win 95 

YES 

NO 

Removes erroneous software 
and/or hardware installations 

YES 

NO 

Ensures system registry and 
configuration file integrity 

YES 

NO 

Integrates with Win 95 
device troubleshooters 

YES 

NO 

Complete crash protection for 
16-and 32-bit applications 

YES 

Limited 

Programs like Norton Utilities™, WinProbe” 
and WinCheck It® detect hardware errors only. 


ca// 1-800-466-5875 

ext.1309 

Call now and we’ll 
rush you Fix-It 
FREE! Pay only a 
$7JO shipping and 
handling fee. 

If Fix-It doesn’t 
crash-proof your 
PC, return it within 
30 days and owe 
nothing more. If you 1 
like it, pay only $49.95 - that’s $30 off the suggested 
retail price! Also available at your local retailer. 

OFFER 

EXTENDED T t 
UNTIL -Mm, 

!SiI52f_ Artisoft 



Fix-It Stops Your Windows Problems Before They Start... Automatically! 


© Copyright 1996 Vertisoft Systems, Inc. Vertisoft Fix-It is a trademark of Vertisoft Systems, Inc. All other brand r 


i trademarks of their respective users. This offer is available in the US and Canada only and is not valid with any other offer. 































Professional CAD Software for Windows 95 




DesignCAD 

•Dffic 




■lit 


\ 


95 


The Complete 
CAD Solution. 


These eight great products cost 
over $1900 individually. Your price 
for DesignCAD Office is only $995. 


Also available for Windows 3.1. 


• DesignCAD 2D 

• DesignCAD 3D 

• DesignCAD 3D Symbol Library 

• DesignCAD 2D Symbol Library 

• Scan Pro 

• Instant Estimator 

• DesignCAD 2D Video Training 
- DesignCAD 3D Video Training 




Call, Mail, or Fax your order to: 800/233 3223 

918/825-7555 
fax: 918/825-6359 


SOFTWARE DIVISION 

One American Way, Pryor, OK 74361 WWW.ViagrafiX.COin 
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It’s all here! 
PC Computing's 
exclusive Windows 95 
software guide to 
essential—and 
entertaining—home and 
office applications. 


Windows 95 

BUYERS’ GUIDE 

In Tliis Issue: 

• Review Writer 3.0 • Typing Instructor • ESRI BusinessMap 

• HarperCollins Interactive Chaos • Compadre PowerPoint 

• Indiana Jones and His Desktop Adventures • BusinessWorks 

• Smart Home Manager • Vertisoft Zip-It 3.0 

• Lifetime Encyclopedia of Letters • Presto PageManager Suite 

• PEMagic Catz • Password Master • Lightning Power Controls 95 

• Art Parts • Vertisoft Name-It • WitchDesk • P.AW.S 

■ Go buy it! H Good , but limited. H Stop! Buyer , beware. 


WWW.PCCOMPUT 


G.CO 









You've always wanted a monitor this good, 
w Now you can afford one. 


No other Windows 95 big screen monitor gives you more: The finest I 
dot pitch money can buy. The ability to display 40% more pixels than I 
competing aperture grill monitors. 1600 x 1200 maximum resolution. 

” It all adds up to crisper detail and improved readability,even for 

very small text. And at $1,995 (MSRP), it's an extraordinary buy. 

. »■. r- 1 ( OS^#. To learn more, send for our free monitor buyer's kit. Call NSA at 
I i I 1 I 800 441-4832. Or dial our faxback system at 800 555-8552. 

I #* 53 
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NSA 100 33S&S3 


SuperScan Pro™ 21 


i 0.22 mm horizontal pitch 
■ VGA to 1600x 1200 
i 31-85 KHz, 50-160 Hz 


HITACHI 






"TriSpectives deserves the killer-app label!" 

Stanford Diehl, BYTE Magazine, October 1995 



TriSpectives 

* PROFESSIONAL 
The New Standard for 3D 


Visit us on the Internet at http://www.eye.com 

"The next killer app in the 
graphics market!" 

Malcolm Davies, President, Nemetschek Systems, Inc. 


TriSpectives - Professional — the New Standard for 3D — is the first complete 3D design 
program for Windows® 95. By combining unprecedented 3D modeling, illustration and 
animation features, TriSpectives is the ideal solution for all your 3D design needs. 

Use TriSpectives Professional to: 

• Quickly create 3D conceptual models of new designs. 

• Develop detailed parametric 3D models and assemblies to full manufacturing specifications. 

• Design realistic floor plans. 

• Create amazing virtual worlds for the Internet. 

With TriSpectives you'll design faster, you'll use 3D for more than you can imagine, and you'll 
have fun doing it! 

INCLUDES: 

• Import/export filters for 3DS, AVI, BMP, DFF, DWG, D XF.^, 

EPS, GIF, IGES, JPEG, OBJ, PCX, POV, RAW, RTL, SAT, 'STEP, 

STL (Stereolithography), TGA, TIFF, Visual Basic, & VRML 

• 1,000 IntelliShape™ 3D models 

• 250 scaleable textures, colors and surface finishes 

• 50 document templates 

ACIS 


4 Contact your local 
retailer for low pricing, or 
order direct from 3D/EYE for: 

$549.95* 

1-800-WIN95-3D 

or 716-871-5041 1X16515 

60-Day Money-Back Guarantee! 


PCCon "S”! 


*USS plus applicable taxes and shipping. Additional charges may apply fat inte 
© 1995,3C/ET 
sFirm tic . 
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Introducing the only projector combining exceptionally 
smooth SVGA graphics and amazing shake-the-table 
sound—the new LitePro® 620. 

For starters, it’s got Digital Light Processing'" so you 
get unsurpassed, film-quality graphics and video. And it’s 
got a better audio system than most cars, featuring four 
high-powered JBL® speakers. 

Plus, it projects a super-bright 450 lumens in full 
color (an eye-popping 1400 lumens in Greyscale Mode). 
And since In Focus projectors are easier to connect and 
use, more people have bought them than any other. 

So check out the new In Focus LitePro 620 today. 
It’s where high-res meets hi-fi. 


InFocus 

Take a test drive: 1*800*294*6400 
or http://www.infs.com 


Phone (503) 685-8888 Fax (503) 685-8631. In Europe: Phone (31) 23 5623200 Fax (31) 23 5624388. PCC©1996 In Focus Systems, Inc. 

In Focus is a registered trademark of In Focus Systems, Inc. Digital Ught Processing and DLP are registered trademarks of Texas Instruments Incorporated. 
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EMPLOYEE MANAGEMENT 


Review Writer 3.0 

B ln the working world, performance reviews are all- 
important report cards that make everyone feel like 
nervous kids again. Since they’re so vital, managers 
need to spend considerable time (something they 
have in limited supply) writing them. To ease the writing 
process, Avantos Review Writer 3.0 provides a structured, 
step-by-step approach that is simple, quick, and sound. 

To use Review Writer just select the performance areas 
applicable to the employee from a list of 30 (you can also 



Review Writer 3.0 

create your own). You then Pr0S: Tracks performance 
write specific comments throughout the review 

and rate the employee in P erlod and br¬ 
each area. Based on your Cons: It’s too easy to fall 

ratings, Review Writer backon canned review 

suggests text—written by templates, 

human-resource experts— Verdict: Takes the 

that describes the perfor- guesswork out of writing 

mance level. Edit the text to performance reviews, 

your liking, then run the 
program’s legal check to 

identify words and phrases Reader Service No. 757 

that may be inappropriate. 

Use the program to track 

employees’ goals and record key events. Password protection 
and encryption ensure the information stays confidential. 
Review Writer also comes with a form designer that lets you 
use standard company review formats. 

Review Writer greatly simplifies and speeds the process of 
writing performance reviews, though busy managers might 
be tempted to rely too much on standard review templates. 
Still, Review Writer is easy to understand and use, and it 
gives managers a good jump start. wayne KAWAMOTO 


Typing Instructor 


H lf you’re like most people in the corporate world, 
you dropped out of typing class in tenth grade 
because it was boring and you never thought you’d 
need typing skills again. Since then, you’ve become a 
three-to-five finger typist who keeps one eye on the key¬ 
board. Individual Software created Typing Instructor 
Deluxe CD with you in mind. This CD-ROM helps you 
unlearn bad habits and improve your typing skills. 

Typing Instructor lets you select your skill level and target 



a word-per-minute speed, 
then matches its lessons to 
help you meet that goal. As 
you improve, the difficulty 
level increases. To gauge 
your progress, you can take 
typing tests, or play one of 
three interactive 3-D games 
such as Undersea Adven¬ 
ture, where you have to 
type words before a lobster 
eats them. You can also 
type text from over 250 arti¬ 
cles on various topics to test 
your speed and accuracy. Unlike some of its competitors, 
Typing Instructor lets you select your own path to profi¬ 
ciency rather than locking you into a structured course. 

A virtual airport terminal serves as your starting back¬ 
drop, and the “passport” you fill out determines which 
level of instruction you need to start from. You practice 
your typing on a virtual laptop computer. The training 
method and tools are sound making this a great CD for 
improving your typing skills. KATHY YAKAL 


Typing Instructor 
Deluxe CD 

Pros: Provides an 
educational mix of lessons 
and tests. 

Cons: Airport motif and 
3-D games are a little 
too cute. 

Verdict: A flexible, easy way 
to improve your typing skills. 

$40 est. street price 
Individual Software 
[8003 822-3522, [510] 734-6767 
Reader Service No. 758 
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Top 10 Reasons to C.Y.A.* 
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Whether you're 
responsible for the I 
machines of others or 1 
simply your own, 

Qualitas C.Y.A. is 
the easiest way to 
recover from Windows 
crashes. Qualitas C.Y.A. 
backs up system and 
Windows files needed 
for Windows to run 
properly, and lets you 
view changes and restore 
in one simple step. C.Y.A. * 
saves you hours trying to find 
changes you don't know are b 









STACK THE DECK 
IN YOUR FAVOR. 


1•800 *327-8627 



What if you knew crucial information ahead of your competition? What if 
l you could literally see all the intertwined functions of your business inside 
a single picture? Imagine having that kind of power every hour of every day. 

You can. In fact, thousands of companies successfully use it every day. It’s Maplnfo® 
desktop mapping. And it’s changing the way business is being done. 

How? With the help of a map. It can bring together all different kinds of data. 
Transforming those boring rows and columns into obvious, actionable answers. Go 
ahead and ask even the toughest business questions. Our desktop mapping applications 
can instantly reveal hidden relationships and patterns, bring new opportunities into focus, 
and help you see things you couldn’t see before. Things your competition still can’t see. 

That’s the power. The power of holding all the cards. You’ll be making crucial 
decisions on issues other companies haven’t even begun to think about. And without 
question, you’ll have one heck of an unfair advantage. 

Call for our free demo disk. Or visit us on the Web at http://www.mapinfo.com. 
After all, you’ve got every reason to want to stack the deck in your favor. 


Federal Sales 1-800-619-2553- Outside US 1-518-285-6000. Maplnfo run 


sh,* Sun* and HR* Maplnfo and the Maplnfo logo are registered trade- 



With Maplnfo, boring data 
becomes exciting maps that provide 
a powerful picture of your business. 
Analyze your business with an 
affordable Maplnfo solution 
that's just right for you. 


Jl Maplnfo 
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■ We’re not suggesting that you buy one of our new 10/100 PC 
Cards in the interest of petty one-upmanship. Buy one 
because it’s the only way to connect a notebook to 100Base-TX 
Fast Ethernet networks. I The CreditCard Ethernet Adapter 
10/100 comes in two versions, Ready and Upgradable. The 
10/100-Ready senses your network speed and adjusts itself 
automatically to both 10Mbps and 100Mbps networks. I And, 
if you’d like to move to 100Mbps Fast Ethernet in the future, 
we offer the 10/100-Upgradable for the price of 10Mbps. It 
connects at 10Mbps now and upgrades to 100Mbps with the 
simple addition of a new cable. I Both are compatible with 
a wide variety of networks, including NetWare, Windows 95 
and Windows NT, and offer Xircom’s 30-day money-back 
compatibility guarantee. I To find out more, visit our Web site at http://www.xircom.com. Orgh 


)Mbps Ethernet PC Card. 
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1-800-882-4019 and order a CreditCard Ethernet 10/100 Intro Kit. Before one of your co-workers does. 






















You’ll Wonder 
Why You Ever Went to 
Statistics Class 

STATGRAPHICS'PIns for Windows 



Because STATGRAPHICS Plus for Windows 
packs everything you need to know about statis¬ 
tics into one easy-to-use package. We've filled it to 
the brim with exciting features you won't find any¬ 
where else. Like menus that guide you through even 
the most complex analyses. Eye-popping graphics 
designed to be so interactive they practically read 
your mind. And our convenient StatGallery that 
allows you to print graphics and text on the same 
page to produce boss-pleasing reports and presenta¬ 
tions every time — on time. 


Faster, Easier, 

Smarter 

There's more, too. Like our unique 
StatFolio feature that lets you automat¬ 
ically store and re-run an entire analy¬ 
sis without worrying about writing macros or any complex com¬ 
mands. And support for OLE and DDE that gives you the flexibility to 
share data and results with other Windows applications. And for 
more specialized tasks, you can choose from five optional modules: 
Quality Control, Experimental Design, Time-Series Analysis, Advanced 
Multivariate Methods, and Advanced Regression Models. 


lit a Class by Itself 

Data analysis doesn't get any easier than this. Whether you're a novice 
or an expert, STATGRAPHICS Plus for Windows puts you 
ahead of the class. And it runs under Windows, 

Windows NT, and Windows 95. The choice is 
yours. So call today for all the details. 


800-592-0050 - Ext. 175 


Instant Interpretations 
from StatAdvisor 


Whether or not you ever took a statistics class, you'll find 
yourself mastering everything from regression analysis to 
ANOVA. But if you need a refresher course, our revolution¬ 
ary new StatAdvisor will help you 
interpret your results with a click of the 
mouse. Your analyses will become so 
understandable, you'll think we packed 
your favorite statistics professor in the 
box for you. 





























with your desktop performance 
needs - now, for the future. 

In order for your notebook to 
keep in step with no compromise 
desktop performance, you need 
the Everex STEP Note Plus. The 
STEP Note Plus comes packed with 
features equal or better than any 
desktop PC: 

No compromise performance 

Up to 133MHz Pentium processor 

Up to 40 MB RAM 

256KB synchronous L2 cache 

Clear, fast graphics 

Huge 11.3" or 10.4" DSTN or 

TFT display 

800 x 600 x 256 colors SVGA 
resolution on 11.3"display 
Accelerated PCI graphics 



Modularity for customized tasks 
Removable floppy drive provides: 
4X CD ROM capability 
Support for second battery 
Removable Hard Drive 
Up to 1.3GB 

Multimedia Subsystem Keeps 
You in Step 
16-bit stereo sound 
Built-in stereo speakers 
Built-in microphone 


http://www.everex.com 
Tech Support: 1-800-262-3312, 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

1-800-EVEREX1 


Room to Grow 
Full PCMCIA support 
Docking station support 
(shown in screen) 

Port Replicator support 


Keep the Beat 

2 year limited warranty 1 
48 hour Hot Swap for first year 


All at an affordable price 



pentium® 


Circle 111 on reader service card. 
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ESRI and HarperCollins Interactive More reviews on P a g e 224 


MAPPING UTILITY 


BusinessMap 


R if you need business names, numbers, and notes at 
your fingertips, nothing beats a trusty, easy-to-use 
contact manager. Even so, sometimes you need a 
more visual tool to track your customers. Environ¬ 
mental Systems Research Institute (ESRI) BusinessMap is a 
great way to get the big picture. 

BusinessMap is a database mapping product that includes 
maps of the United States, Canada, and several other coun¬ 
tries. The maps are broken down into layers of states, 
counties, cities, and major roadways. You plot information 



3-D GAME 


on the maps by importing 
data from your favorite 
spreadsheet or contact man¬ 
ager. Show as many or as 
few layers as you need to 
analyze sales territories, 
design mailing campaigns, 
or plan business trips. 

Plot distances between 
meetings to minimize your 
travel time, and save even 
more time by importing gas, 
food, and lodging informa¬ 
tion from any phone-listing 
CD-ROM. BusinessMap 
includes U.S. census information for demographic research, 
and zip-code boundaries for targeted mailings. You can color 
code your findings or plot them on a chart. 

Want to try before you buy? Grab a free trial version via 
a link from www.pccomputing.com or from ESRI’s Web 
site at www.esri.com. This light rendition gives you a good 
taste of the product. Not everyone needs this much info, 
but traveling sales professionals will find BusinessMap a 
powerful business tool. JULIE POLITO 


Pros: Includes U.S. census 
information plus maps of 
several other countries; 
color-codable; uses 
zip-code boundaries. 

Cons; Costs as much as a 
second contact manager. 
Verdict: An effective tool 
for mapping your business 
strategies. 

$100 est street price 
ESRI 

(800) 447-9778 
Reader Service No. 7 $9 


Chaos 


H Chaos takes the same premise as Myst: When you 
click on various objects, you get random clues and 
unconstructed puzzles that you must piece together 
to move on. But HarperCollins Interactive’s Chaos 
takes on new territory—the strange mathematical world of 
fractals and the chaos theory. 

The setup is vaguely reminiscent of Myst. Rather than 
waking up on a deserted island, though, you wake up in a 



trailer home. The only 
thing you know when you 
start is that you must find 
your long lost Uncle Pros- 
pero. Instead of going 
through different ages as in 
Myst, you go to different 
buildings and areas—such 
as a weather station and 
the coastline. 

While the 3-D rendered 
graphics aren’t quite as 
clean as Myst’s, with 
Chaos you can travel about 
more quickly and easily. Also, Chaos’s puzzles are a bit 
simpler, and you’re restricted from moving in certain direc¬ 
tions so you’re always close to the clues. 

The only real drawback to the game is its navigational 
controls. To get to a particular object you often have to move 
at a 90-degree angle, which can get confusing. So it’s a lot like 
Myst—who cares? It doesn’t score big points on originality, 
but as far as true game play goes, it’s a keeper. jack LYON 


Pros: Easy to maneuver 
quickly through graphics; 
fractal puzzles aren't overly 
difficult to solve. 

Cons: Familiar premise; 
navigation isn’t always 
intuitive. 

Verdict: Easier to solve than 
Myst and almost as fun. 

$50 est. street price 
HarperCollins Interactive 
(800) 424-6234, (212) 207-7000 
Reader Service No. 760 
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3D XPRESSION 

See the difference 

, Rtt The 
tNouDEs Affordable 
3D 3 gSaes Graphics 
Upgrade to 
Play Games, Watch 
Videos, Explore the 
Internet Et Work in 
Windows 95 

Why spend money on just 
a graphics accelerator, 


ATI 3D XPRESSION VERSION 



when you can get it all 
with the 3D XPRESSION ... 
better performance, superior 
graphics, TV-quality video, 
and powerful 3D acceleration. 
Get awesome application 
performance in 2D and 
amazing video playback 
quality at a remarkably 
affordable price. 



Visit our Web site for further 
details and other product info. 

www.atitech.ca 

Perfecting the PC 



p nWEH£0BY 



ATI TECHNOLOGIES INC. 

33 Commerce Valley Drive East 
Thornhill, Ontario, Canada L3T 7N6 

Telephone: (905) 882-2600 

Facsimile: (905) 882-2620 

CompuServe: GOATITECH 

Faxlnfo: (905) 882-2600 (press #2) 


© Copyright 1996, ATI Technologies Ira. ATI, 30 XPRESSION oral 3D RAGE ore trademorks and/or registered Irodemorks of ATI Technologies Inc. All other company ond/or product names are trademarks and/or registered 
trademorks of their respective manufacturers. Features, performance and specifications may vary by operating environment and are subject to change without notice. Activision is a registered trademark of Activision Inc. Mech Warrior 
is a registered trademark of FASA CORPORATION. 











GIVING BIRTH TO GREAT IDEAS SHOULDN’T 
INVOLVE SO MUCH LABOR 



You only have one chance to make an impression. 

One opportunity to really reach out and grab them. 

Trouble is, your time is limited and drafting a powerful 
presentation isn’t easy. Bottom line, you need a 
fast and easy multimedia solution that will have you 
creating more dynamic presentations in no time. What 
you need is PEP ”—the complete electronic document 
solution designed to bolster your performance and 
leave your audience speechless. 

With PEP, you can publish and distribute compelling multimedia 
presentations and documents without headaches or hassles. 
This comprehensive software makes your documents more 
powerful, your presentation more persuasive, your Web Site 
- more impactful and your information more 
accessible—ultimately saving you time 
and money while keeping you ahead of the 
competition. 



With the mere touch of a button you can combine 
text, graphics, sound, pictures, drawings and even 
video—that turn lifeless information into a lively 
display of cutting-edge multimedia. Plus, with hot 
links, outlines, folder tabs, keywords and customized 
searches, you can put readers directly where you 
want them to be. 

What's more, PEP makes output and distribution 
faster than you ever thought possible. Documents can be sent 
and used anywhere from your local area network, on diskette, 
CD-ROM or over the Internet. Send them to anyone with MS- 
Windows, even if they don’t own PEP. It’s that simple. 

So, if you think you're ready for the ultimate in high speed 
electronic publishing, call Group 32 today at 800-553-0400 
and we’ll give you everything you ______ flfl 

need to breath life into your ideas ^ £ 

while setting your documents on fire, corporation 


ASK FOR PEP AT A RETAILER NEAR YOU. 







PictureTel offers 



PictureTel 


Circle 187 on reader service card. 
















Why He Buys 5 uan: He uses his computer quite heavily, sometimes for 

10-12 hours a day. He doesn’t get a request’ for information - it’s an order. 

Reliability is his foremost need and Swan has always delivered. 
He believes that Swan Computers are the best-built systems on the market, and values 
Swan’s dedicated consultative sales staff when he needs personalized assistance. 





pentium" 



PowerHouieMflz $2^99 

• I66MHz Intel® Pentium® Processor 

• 16MB Memory, 5I2K Cache 

• 2.5GB Hard Drive 

• 15” ,28dp Monitor 

• 64-bit PCI Graphics Accelerator, 

2MB EDO DRAM 

•8X CD-ROM Drive 

• 28.8 Kbps Internal Fax/Modem 
•16-bit Stereo SoundBlaster™ Compatible 

Sound, Altec Lansing Stereo Speakers 

• Microsoft® Office Professional 

• rear limit 1 in h,i 

Also available with 

133Hz processor & 1.6GB Hard Drive - $209Q 


iujanflote-Pluj/CD 133 $3999 

• I33MHz Intel® Pentium® Processor 
•I2.I” Active-Matrix 800x600 

Color Display 

•I6MB Memory, 256K Cache 

• I.3GB Hard Drive 

•6X CD-ROM Internal Module, 

3.5” Modular Floppy Disk Drive 
•16-bit Stereo Audio, 

SoundBlaster™ Compatible 

• Infrared IrDA Port 

• Lithium Ion Battery 

• Microsoft® Windows 95® 

• I year factory parts and labor warranty 

Also available uiith 
iooIAHz proceisor - $ 37^9 



Performance Pro 20ofHHz $^099 

• 200MHz Intel® Pentium Pro® Processor 
•32MB Memory, 256K Cache 

• 2.5GB Hard Drive 

• I7”.28dpMonitor 

• 64-bit PCI Graphics Accelerator, 

2MB EDO DRAM 

•8X CD-ROM Drive 

• Microsoft® Office Professional 
■Windows NT® 

• 3 year limited warranty 

Alio available uiith premium sound package: 
(ambridfe 5 ounduiorks speakers, 32 lllavetable 
telephony sound card, IHicrosoft Encana" and 
8 popular CD titles -^W) 



Performance 133HIHZ $1799 

• I33MHz Intel® Pentium® Processor 

• I6MB Memory, 256K Cache 

• I.6GB Hard Drive 

• 15” 28dp Monitor 

• 64-bit PCI Graphics Accelerator, 
2MB EDO DRAM 

• 8X CD-ROM Drive 

• Microsoft® Office Professional 
•Windows® 95 

• 3 year limited warranty 

Also available uiith 

iooIAAz processor-$1599 


£iU\- ( 


-e uHyWLjuft 

..^1 CAK 


t A^cddhut^! 


for more information, call 800.55^.67^3 today jo that me can be?in building your dream machine. 

federal, state and local government customers call: 800.382.1,919 ■ Education customers call: 800.55it.8892 ■ Internet: uiuiuj.sujantecli.com 

96PCC9 
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Hands on. It's the way VisionTek designs and manufactures \^isiontek/ 
each and every memory module. Meeting or exceeding OEM 
| specifications. Count on VisionTek to deliver "mission-critical" 
components. 100% tested, guaranteed-compatible and lifetime 
warranteed. So committed to quality control, you'll flip. 1-800-360-7185. 

Circle 140 on reader service card. 






Everything for Everyone 


“12 years of 
experience”, 

in bringing new products to market will make a 
company understand what is “state of the art”. 
From multimedia to professional to workstation 
PCs, ProGen® systems feature the latest 
technologies for everyone’s needs at the best 
prices. Expect equally solid service and support 
from ProGen®; ProGen® ProCare features a 3- 
year limited warranty and 1-year on site service*. 
Feature for feature, dollar for dollar, ProGen® 
Systems offers the best value in the industry. 
Speak to a ProGen® consultant today and 
discover the difference. 




ProGen® Nova 


• Intel PCIset Based Systemboard 

• 512K Pipelined Burst Cache 

• 16 MB EDO RAM 

• 2.1 GB Fast EIDE Hard Drive 

• ProGen® GOLD 64V+ 2 MB EDO (S3 Trio 64V+), 
MPEG, Cinepak 

• 32 voice WaveF 

» 28.8kbps FAX/Modem w/Voicemail 


• Fast 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 1.44 MB 3.5" floppy Disk Drive 

• 4-device Bus Mastering Enhanced 
IDE Controller 

• 15", .28dp PnP monitor 

• 104-key Enhanced Keyboard for Windows® 95 

• Genuine Microsoft Mouse 2.0 

• Microsoft Windows® 95 CD & Manual 

• 80W PMPO Amplified Stereo Speakers 

• CD Software Bonus Pak & Microphone w/stond 

• Lotus Smart Suite® 96 

• ProGen® ProCare Warranty 

100 MHz * 1509 133 MHz $ 1629 

< --j ... .......... .- 


Genuine Intel Performance/VS Systemboard 
256K Internal L2 Cache 
Faster PCI 2.1 compliant & EDO capable 
82440FX PCIset 

32 MB EDO RAM (up to 128 MB) 

Creative Labs SoundBlaster 32 PnP 

1.44 MB 3.5" floppy Disk Drive 

33.6kbps FAX/modem pentium'pro 

17", .26dp PnP monitor 

104-key Enhanced Keyboard for Windows® 95 
Genuine Microsoft Mouse 2.0 
Pentium' • MS-Windows® NT Workstation v3.51 

• ' 80W PMPO Amplified Stereo Speakers 

• ProGen® ProCare Warranty 

180 MHz *2849 200 MHz SCSI *3449 


$ 127/mo 


1 Large Capacity 2.5 GB Fast EIDE 


• Adaptec 2940 PCI Ultra SCSI Adaptec 


* On site service is based on the discretion of ProGen® 166 MHz *1849 200 MHz *1999 We accept VISA, M/C, Discover, & American Express 



technical support. $73/n 

• Leasing Rate will vary pending on State Legislation, and i jj.i-ij.i Upgrade from 
for business or corporate only. ■”p>| p^Gen® GOLD 64V* 

■ 30-day money-back Guaranteefshipping cost not 2 MB to ProGen® 

included) GOID 3D 4MB (S3 Virge) odd $60 


AJA.-7KXtPJW.PST, 
- 3.-OOPJA. PST. 


M-F, 8:00 A.M. - 7:00 P.M. PST. C u s 1 0 m e 1 


1 - 800 - 848-1356 


Circle 133 on reader service card. 



















WINDOWS 95 


Three D Graphics and LucasArts Entertainment More reviews on page 232 


PRESENTATION ADD-ON 

Compadre 

B Think most Microsoft PowerPoint presentation slides 
look the same? You’re right—for die most part they 
do. With the tools in Three D Graphics’ Compadre 
PowerPoint CD-ROM, however, you can create 
unique presentations and add life to even the driest material. 

The Compadre CD contains 152 textures, 35 music 
clips, 96 sound effects, 120 design templates, 23 video clips, 
1,400 multimedia buttons, and 180 backgrounds, all 
designed to help you create a riveting presentation. And a 




Windows 95 Setup wizard 
makes installation easy by 
creating shortcuts within 
PowerPoint. 

Ready to fire up that 
sales team? Add the bugle 
sounds of reveille to your 
slide that introduces names 
of accounts you want to 
land. Or include taps and 
video footage of a building 
being blown up in the sec¬ 
tion of your presentation 
that displays the list of 
competitors you beat out for that big account. Make your 
text stand out by putting it on a textured background of 
rich marble with a striking bevel. These are just some of the 
ways you can liven up your PowerPoint presentations. 

Take Compadre for a spin by downloading a demo via a 
link from www.pccomputing.com or from Three D Graphics’ 
Web site, www.threedgraphics.com/compadre. Compadre 
is a surefire way to guarantee you’ll never create another 
snoozy presentation again. LIESL LA grange noble 


Compadre 

Pros: Makes so-so 
PowerPoint presentations 
spectacular. 

Cons: Automatically adds 
Compadre's content to 
the Favorites menu in all 
yourapps. 

Verdict: You have no more 
excuses for boring slides. 

$50 est. street price 
Three D Graphics 
[800) 913-0008, [310) 459-7949 
Reader Service No. 761 


Indiana Jones 


a By the game’s name, you’re probably conjuring up a 
vision of slipping on a fedora, coiling up a bullwhip, 
and living out your dream of taking on the Nazis as 
Indiana Jones. Well, keep dreaming. 

Indiana Jones and His Desktop Adventures takes the 
premise that hundreds of games have before. You walk 
around an uncharted land, navigate via various maps you 
come across, and collect objects along the way like guns, a 



shovel, an Aztec shield and 
a first aid kit. At the same 
time you have to be careful 
to avoid the bad guys and 
other evil creatures like 
snakes and tarantulas. 

Set in 1930s Mexico, 
your goal changes every 
time you play the game. 

Sometimes it’s to rescue a 
kidnapped damsel in dis¬ 
tress, other times you’re 
charged with retrieving an 
ancient artifact. Nice ideas, 
but not loads of fun to play. The graphics are basic at best, 
and so are the strategy and technique. 

The CD-ROM costs only $20, and each round takes 
about an hour to finish—perfect for a lunch break or a quick 
flight. That said, you’re likely to get bored with this CD 
quickly, especially after you’ve solved the entire game several 
times and see the same scenarios pop up again and again. 
When it comes down to it, winning a game in Indiana Jones 
is more about patience than skill. JACK LYON 

r 1996 


Indiana Jones 
and His Desktop 
Adventures 

Pros: Easy to play; each 
game takes about an hour. 
Cons: Gets boring quickly; 
doesn’t take a lot of skill. 

Verdict: Fun over a few 
lunch hours, but then you’re 
likely to lose interest. 

$20 est street price 
LucasArts Entertainment 
(800) 985-8227, (415) 472-3400 
Reader Service No. 762 
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Removable one-gig disks, 
unlimited space, 
fast as a hard drive. 


The Unlimited Personal Hard Drive. 

Endless storage space. 

Load and edit projects instantly. 
Goes anywhere you go. 


For the nearest dealer, call: 

888-2-IOMEGA, ext. jl9 
Or see us at: www.iomega.com 



The Jaz” drive is you, 
man. It's fast, it holds 
tons of stuff, and it's 
personal. You won't find 
an easier or cooler way 
to upgrade your hard 
drive. Just connect it 
to your PC or Mac and 
you're jammin': files, 
pictures, graphics, video, 
CAD stuff, whatever. And 
with its dark green color, 
hey, the cat's got style. 



1GB disks for $99.95. 

Compact one-gigabyte cartridges. 
Great for graphics, sound, and video. 
Portable files. Fast, easy backup. 


1 


iomega 


\ 









Perfect for your 
home or office! 


""Z&i 


Fax, copy and scan 

using the printer you have. 

• Works with Windows 95® & 3.1 • Easy installation - no boards required 


• Works with Windows 95® & 3.1 
I HOMEPC I * Easil y connects to your existing 

l— —— * inkjet or laser printer 

ch'o?cI * ^ a ' n paper fax-advanced features 


Easy installation - no boards required 

• Scanner with 400-dpi resolution 

• 30-page doc. feeder, collates 

• Receives faxes when PC is off 

•Estimated selling price model 2096 only. 


| VALID THROUGH OCT.31,1996 


ELEK-TEK 

The Computer Wmderltmd 


coMPum 


STAPLES 


micro 


mss® 


Office 

DEPOT,, 


Lumina at: (800) 586-4620 


REBATE 

when you purchase a Lumina 2000 


•A Lumina 2000 Series 

MAIL: 

• This completed mail-in form 

• Dated original store receipt with Lumina price circled 

• Original UPC symbol from the box 



Circle 179 on reader service card. 

























Do Files You Can’t Use 
Have You Up Against A Wall? 


Both products run under 
Windows" 95, Windows 3.1 and Windows NT. 


800-270-0030 ext. 10 


Trumbull CT 06611 
'h'ttpi/'/www.dataviz. 

mic=?o cEncFt 


Call Now For More Information And The Name Of Your Nearest Dealer. 
Ask'about our multi-pack, site licenses and Macintosh products. 


WgMWRE COMPUTER, 


Circle 161 on reader service card. 













iniCad 6 

D Solution? 


A proven market leader that handles any job: 2D, 3D, mai 

A program tailored to your needs. Specialized tools for ml 
mechanical engineering, landscape, space planning, food sen 

A program that can be used for every stage of the design process— 1 
from concept sketches to working drawings and 3D client presentations^ 

\ program that’s easy to use, easy to buy: lower entry & training costs 
and less downtime equal higher productivity 

THE cross-platform solution: move files flawlessly between 
Mac & Windows. Full 32-bit power! 

A program you can try... RISK FREE! 


1996 i MACINTOSH WINDOWS 


The Full-Featured CAD Program 

with Integrated Professional Solutions 


omelltc CAD L'auiaul! 

MiniCad 6 has just what you’re looking for: a hybrid 2D/3D drafting 
environment; a powerful database, allowing you to generate estimates? 
schedules, reports and more; a built-in macro language to 

automate routine drafting tasks: full file-transfer capabilities __ 

to other major programs; even digital terrain modeling! CTr , t "\\ 
All highly organized and easy to use. Ipf v J I 

■uul Ulsu-k anu Dkaitikg ‘Lou Liar" 

No extra symbol libraries to buy! MiniCad 6 is packed with 
thousands of symbols, tools, commands, templates, parametrics, 
formatted reports, worksheets and sample files created for specific 
industries. These specialized modules are powerful, complete and 
already in MiniCad 6, giving you both design flexibility and targeted 
industry solutions. 

• Rlcoukizlu 

)w in its 11th year, MiniCad is the best-selling CAD program on the 
,.,ac. And now there’s a Windows™ version! Available in 13 languages, 
MiniCad 6 is used by design professionals in more than 80 countries. 

.telrtoLltal'OKSU toS 
When you buy MiniCad 6 from a participating dealer, you’ll get our 
no-hassle, 30-day money-back guarantee. You’ll also get 18 months of 
free technical support, a 24-page quarterly newsletter and a CD-ROM 
with animated narratives that explain each Tool and Command as well 
as samples of MiniCad files from around the world. 
















[few Free Hand 

Makes It Easy To 
Drag 8 Drop CoreL 



10,000 Quality Clip Art 
Images & 500 Fonts 


Native 32-Bit, It Runs on 
Win 3.1, Win NT, and Win 95 


Move To FreeHand 5 For Only $149. 

Now there are 500 great reasons to move to 
FreeHand! 

We call them Quick Starts. 500 easy 
templates that help you 
create everything from 
business cards to letterhead 
to newsletters. 

You just 
drop in your 1 
own text, and > 
you're ready to go. 



Of course, there are plenty of other reasons 
to go with FreeHand. Because FreeHand gives 
you all the desktop publishing and graphic 
design power you need with powerful illustra¬ 
tion tools, multiple page layout, text control, 
and a superior drag & drop interface. Not to 
mention Shockwave* for FreeHand, which lets 


- u 

500 Quick Start 

Yes 

No 

Integrated Page Layout/ 

Yes 

No 

Cross-Platform Shockwave 
Plug-Ins for the Internet 

Yes 

No 

Hiph-Quality PostScript 
Printing/Output 

Yes 

No 

PC Computing 1996 

Rating 

5 Stars 

4 Stars 

Great Value 

For Your Money* 

$149 

$ 229-$359 


Get The FreeHand Graphics Studio " 
For As Little As $299. 

The most powerful set ofgraphics and design tools- 
with FreeHand, Fontographer,’ Extreme 3D~and 
Macromedia xRes-isjust $299 to upgrade, $449~ for 
first-time buyers. Plus, the FreeHand 5 standalone 
version is just $149 for current users-and owners of 
CorelDraw, Deneba Canvas, Miaografx Designer, and 
Adobe Illustrator. A $399i~ value! 


you put compact vector graphics on Web 
pages.Cross-platform capabilities for the Internet 
that you simply can't get with CorelDraw™ 

But best of all, you can pick up FreeHand 
for only $149* And there's no heed to worry 
about all your existing CorelDraw 3,4 or 5 files, 
because FreeHand reads those, too.Then if 
you're still not convinced that FreeHand beats 
CorelDraw and makes your life easier,you'll get 
your money back. Guaranteed. 

So drop what you're doing with CorelDraw. 
And do it better with FreeHand. 

30-Day Money Bach Guarantee! 

Call 1 800 945 9360 
http://www.macromedia.com/ 



MACROMEDIA 


Tools To Power Your Ideas' 





























SB BLASTER! 


166MHz Pentium® 
Machine wHh Vide 
& CD for only 



MAGNA GRAPHICS MEDIA 


MAGNA MEDIA 


$ 1899 


Shaffer Hie Visual Limits 
with &D Video & 12X CD! 


AWARD WINNING 
SYSTEMS 

Featuring the new Intel 430VX & 
Natoma 440FX PCIsets, our 
Magna Media & Magna 
Graphics Media systems will 
definitely run any software 
applications at thunderous 
speed. These new chipsets from 
Intel set the new benchmark 
record for any Pentium 
processors based systems. It 
delivers up to 10% better 
performance than today's 
business solutions. 

These system are also featured 
with the fastest 64-bit graphics 
accelerators. Matrox MGA 


1899. 


Lotus SmartSuite 96 Bundle 


• Intel 166MHz Pentium Processor 

• 256KB Synchronous Pipeline BURST Cache 

• Intel 430VX PCIset & Plug 'n Play Flash BIOS 

• 16MB EDO Performance Enhanced Memory 

• 1,6GB EIDE Hard Drive 

• 1.44 MB, 3.5", Floppy Disk Drive* 

#9 Virge 3D 64-bit Graphics Engine w/2MB EDO 
DRAM (MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion Video) 

• Terminal Velocity & Screamer 3D Games on CDs 

• 28.8 Voice Fax/Modem with Internet Kit 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive (Optional 12X) 

• WaveBlaster 32 Wavetable Sound Card 

• Dual Amplified Stereo Speakers 

• 15" SVGA Flatscreen Color Monitor (Optional 17"j 

• 104-key Keyboard & Serial Mouse 

• Smart Design 8-Bay Tower Case 

• Microsoft Windows 95 on CD 

• Choice of Lotus Smartsuite 96 or Microsoft Works, 
Money, Encarta 96 & Entertainment CD Bundle 


uLSil Processor Processor 


Intel 200MHz Pentium Pro Processor 
512KB Synchronous Pipeline BURST Cache with 
Pentium System 

Intel Natoma 440FX PCIset (Pentium Pro System) 
Intel 430VX PCIset (Pentium System) 

32MB EDO Performance Enhanced Memory 
2.0GB EIDE Hard Drive 
1.44 MB, 3.5", Floppy Disk Drive 
Matrox Millenium 3D 64-bit PCI w/2MB WRAM 
(MPEG Playback w/Full Screen & Motion Video) 

MPEG Playback Video Software 
33.6 Fax/Modem with Internet Kit 
12X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 
WaveBlaster 32 Wavetable Sound Card 
300 Watt 3D SURROUND Sound Speakers 
15" SVGA Flatscreen Color Monitor (Optional 17") 

104-key Keyboard & Serial Mouse 
Smart Design 8-Bay Tower Case 
Microsoft Windows 95 on CD 
Choice of Lotus Smartsuite 96 or Microsoft Works, 
Money, Encarta 96 & Entertainment CD Bundle 

$ 2299 $ 2499 

166MHz Pentium Processor 180MHz Pentium Pro Processor 

Circle 142 on reader service card. 


Call for other MAXIMUS 
Award Winning Systems! 

TO ORDER, CALL 

MAXIMUS 

800*888-6294 

Internet http://www.maximuspc.com 

MAXIMUS COMPUTERS, INC. 

International: 818.305.5925 • Fax:818.357.9140 
710 E. Cypress Ave, Unit-A • Monrovia, CA 91016 
Hours: Monday-Friday 7-7 Saturday 9-5 P. S. T. 




































It’s time you discovered the full line of Avery® products. Products that not only let you make better 
use of your laser or ink jet printer, they’ll help keep you organized and working more efficiently, 
easily. In fact, Avery formats are already in the software you’re using. Well even send you a free 
sample kit while supplies last. So give us a call. And start getting more out of your printer. 


FOR A FREE SAMPLE KIT, CALL TOLL FREE: 


1-888-283-7972 ext. 279 

Circle 371 on reader service card. 
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WINDOWS 95 


I State of the Art and Surado Solutions i 


ACCOUNTING 


BusinessWorks 


H Sometimes it pays to buck a trend. Sure, everyone in 
the world seems to be running out to buy Intuit 
QuickBooks to handle their small-business account¬ 
ing. But some of those buyers will no doubt find them¬ 
selves hitting a wall when their small business becomes a 
not-so-small business. That’s why the world still needs prod¬ 
ucts like State of the Art’s BusinessWorks for Windows. 
Don’t be fooled by the version 11.0 on the box. While 


Entries Recounts departments Reports Close Transfer Utilities Help 
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State of the Art has been 
busy making DOS-based 
accounting software for 
years, this is the first Win¬ 
dows iteration. But rest 
assured, it’s a good one. 

BusinessWorks is a hard¬ 
core, multiuser accounting 
system for the serious, so 
don’t expect lots of glitzy 
report-customization tools 
and multimedia wizards like 
you’d find in Peachtree 
Accounting or Quick- 
Books. But it does offer lots of detailed online help, and a 
clever icon-bar interface that gives you quick access to all the 
modules, from General Ledger to Mailing Labels. 

Of course, like all modular accounting packages, this one 
doesn’t come cheap: The modules cost about $395 each. Still, 
you can save money by purchasing only the modules you 
need. State of the Art offers a free trial version of the product 
you can download from a link at www.pccomputing.com or 
atwww.stateoftheart.com. CHRISTOPHER LINDQUIST 


BusinessWorks 
11.0 for Windows 

Pros: Complete double-entry 
accountingfor Windows. 
Cons: Price may be 
prohibitive for some small 
companies. 

Verdict: A solid, 
no-nonsense accounting 
package. 

$395 per module, est. street price 
Reader Service No. '76^ ^ 


FINANCE 


Smart Home Manager 


|yS As if work weren’t crazy enough, when you get home 
E||9 you have another entire business to manage: life. For- 
JM tunately, there is help. Smart Home Manager (SHM) 
191 from Surado Solutions lets you do all the financial 
planning, investment tracking, and personal information 
managing you need to transform a muddled, messy, mis¬ 
managed household into a lean, mean, domestic machine. 

At the heart of SHM is a financial management suite. It 
covers all the basics: balancing your accounts, tracking your 



investments, and planning 
budgets for your future. 

You’ll have no more 
excuses for forgetting birth¬ 
days or dinner dates—as 
long as you remember to 
check SHM’s personal 
information manager. It 
reminds you of all your to- 
do items—even such tasks 
as car repairs and house¬ 
hold chores. SHM provides 
a dozen different databases 
to track these details, as well 
as others, including the contents of your library or your wine 
cellar. You can create any number of custom databases. 

Each member of the family can have an individual 
account with password access to their own records. Send 
e-mail between family members and attach external files 
such as video file formats. The downsides: The interface 
could be more attractive and the online help a little clearer. 
Overall, however, Smart Home Manager helps you better 
manage the game of life. leander kahney 

SEPTEMBER 1996 


Manager 

Pros: All the tools you need 
to make a leaky houseboat 
shipshape. 

Cons: A more pleasing 
interface would be welcome. 
Verdict: An integrated 
package that helps you run 
your home like a business. 

$30 est. street price 
Surado Solutions 
(800) 478-7236 
Reader Service No. 764 

































Highest Speed. 



28.8 Kbps 


ISDN 128 Kbps 




14.4 Kbps 





















“Mitsubishi’s 

DIAMONDTRON tube is 
no clone. It’s an attempt 
at embracing the best 
aspects of the Trinitron 
while addressing it’s 
problems. Of all the tech¬ 
nologies - traditional 
shadow mask,Trinitron, 
DIAMONDTRON, 
ViewSonic’s SonicTron and 
the CromaClear from NEC 
- Test Center Engineers 
were most impressed with 
the DIAMONDTRON." 
Computer Reseller News 
April 1.1996 


CADALYST 

□□□□□ 
HIGHLY RECOMMENDED 


“The image in the 
Diamond Pro 2ITX proved 
excellent in almost all 
respects especially in color 
purity, focus and conver- 
gence.The Diamond Pro 
21TX offers a good quality 
image at a fair price. Highly 
recommended.” 


TOP 


SCORE 


“In our testing, the 
Diamond Pro 17TX 
proved itself the hands- 
down champion in image 
quality and text clarity." 


“Perfect color conver¬ 
gence, a regular and stable 
image, and excellent 
color accuracy make the 
Diamond Pro 17TX a 
formidable monitor.The 
on-screen controls are 
intelligently designed and 
image geometry is main¬ 
tained out to the screen’s 


“For top-drawer image 
quality, Mitsubishi’s 
Diamond Pro 21 TX, with 
it’s DIAMONDTRON 
tube, is an excellent 
choice.” 


DIAMONDTRON From Mitsubishi Electronics. 


The First And The Finest 


DIAMONDTRON from Mitsubishi Electronics is a complete reinvention of CRT 
technology. Everything you’ve seen before will pale in comparison to the display 
performance of Mitsubishi’s family of sharper and brighter DIAMONDTRON 
monitors, including the Diamond Pro® I7TX (17" CRT/16.0" diagonal viewable 
image) and Diamond Pro 2ITX (21" CRT/19.7" diagonal viewable image) models. 
For all the details, call 1-800-843-2515 in the U.S.and Mexico. In Canada call 
1-800-387-9630. For immediate product specifications call Mitsubishi Qwikfax at 
1-800-93 7-2094. World Wide Web http://www.mitsubishi-display.com 


A 


MITSUBISHI 

DISPLAY PRODUCTS 



Diamond Pro i7TX" 





Circle 318 on reader service card. 































For the nearest dealer, call: 

888-2-IOMEGA, ext. z24 
Or see us at: www.iomega.com 


True, testing strange chem¬ 
icals can be tricky. But have 
you tried finding room for 
all your important stuff? 
What you need is a Zip™ 
drive connected to your PC 
or Mac. Its 100 megabyte 
Zip disks give you space 
for stuff like programs, 
files, reports, current health 
insurance records, whatever. 
The Zip drive is the high- 
performance floppy drive 
for the multimedia age. It's 
easy to install and use. So 
put a Zip drive on your 
desk. Its fame is spreading 
like wildfire. 


Iomega 












Create and send 
VMail over the 
Internet 


Designed for 
standard 
phone lines 


m w* ,.A1« PHOKt C0W»r; 





AudioVision opens your eyes 

to a powerful new world of interactive communication. 

Whether your friends and family are halfway around the world or just down the street, 
AudioVision lets you see them face-to-face with eye-popping live digital video. Just add a 
popular digital camera such as those from Connectix or Vivitar (or even a camcorder with 
video capture board) to your PC with AudioVision, and you now have a powerful digital 
video phone that can communicate using two-way live video and audio sessions. 

Send VMail over the Internet to any Windows user. 

AudioVision is also the only product to offer VMail” which allows you to record and send 
video e-mail messages over the Internet that any Windows user can view - even if they don’t 
have AudioVision. With VMail, you can be heard and seen anywhere in the world for free. 
AudioVision was designed to be a good ‘Internet Citizen and is optimized to run fast over 

standard telephone lines, thanks to its powerful compression technology. In 
much as three times more efficient than other products. 
Simultaneous, real-time file transfer makes AudioVision the perfect small 
business communication solution too. But let’s face it, AudioVision is just plain cool and will 
forever change communication - and for about $100. 

Buy AudioVision now and connect a friend for $40 off. 

Inside every AudioVision box is a coupon for $40 off the purchase price of another copy of 

AudioVision. Once you try it, you’ll want to hook II r | 1 11i\ 11( 1 I lf 1 1- 

up your friends, family, colleagues - everybody - YoF Fw ARE 

and let them all see what they’ve only heard before. A Better Way to Communicate. 


Works with popular 
digital video cameras fact, it 
and camcorders 


See us on the Web at www.smithmicro.ee 


call 800-964-7674for a dealer near you. 




Circle 162 on reader service card. 
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C orel is winning rave reviews for 
World’s Greatest Classic Books ™, 
the first title in its exciting multimedia 
series of literary gems on CD-ROM, The 
series also includes Barron's™ Book Study 
Notes for more than a hundred literary 
classics and The Complete Shakespeare 
Collection™. Now students and book lovers 
can read, study or browse the works of 
the world’s greatest authors right on their 
desktops! Offering timeless literature, 
detailed author profiles, powerful search 
capabilities, a convenient auto-scroll 
feature and insightful study aids, this 
Corel® CD HOME trilogy is perfect for 
school reports, research projects, trivia 
reference or personal enjoyment. 


| Greatest Classic Bonks is a boon to 
| hook lovers and literature students .. a 

1 anyone who loves great hooks but 
i doesn't want to invest thousands of 

1 ■■ dollars in a space-eotinn. dust -' 
I gatheringlibmty." 


I “The multimedia equivalent of a 

* thousand clowns pourmg out of a 
I Volkswagen; this iaw-droppvtg due 

* includes the full text to more than 
~ 3,51)0 important works--.What'smore. 
I Classic Books includes a bluzingly fast 

* search function that can scan the entire 
® disc and cell up every mention of “ 
4 specilic word or phrase " 

% — Entertainment Weekly, 

' February 9,1996 


*19 


,95* 


Each CD-ROM 


m World's Greatest CL 
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Simply 



Picture it 

The newest sensation in computer monitor technology. 

A family of multimedia displays which offers the best price/performance ratio in the industry. 

Consider our Visual Sensations™ 15-inch (13.6-inch viewable diagnonal) VSx-5, for example. 
Featuring powerful, high-quality integrated speakers. A maximum resolution of 1280 x 1024. 
Crystal-clear ,28mm dot pitch. OSD controls. And an unbelievably low price. 

Call today for more information. Once you see the Visual Sensations Series, you’ll agree it’s 
simply sensational. 





12300 Edison Way, Gaiden Grove, CA 92641 
(714) 379-5599 • FAX (714) 379-5595 


For full product information check out our web site at http:/ fwww.kdsusa.com, « 

For faxed documents, call our Fax Back service at (800) 511-2589. Circle 152 On reader Service Card. 







tAAAAAAAAAAAAAA 

AAAAAAAAAAAAAA 


Anatomy 



highs and thunderous 


Designed for Microsoft 
Windows 95 _ 


Energy Efficient, 
Low Radiation 


Movies, video con, 
music, CAD-CAM 


0.28mm/0.26mm NI 
Flat Screen 


70172 Hz High Refresh Rate 


16.1" viewable 


MPRILDHHS 

Multimedia, 
Plug-n-Play ready 


Software driven 
color balance 


Easy to access front 
panel controls, OSD - On 
Screen Display setting controls 


of Excellence. 


Now experience true multimedia with bright colors, excellent focus and 
high fidelity sound with Delta's NEW 17" Multimedia Monitor. 




^ ntroducing Delta's 17" Multimedia 
Monitor the DB-1765 series. Delta 
^Products has been making monitors for others 
for over ten years. Now they are coming direct 
to you with this years most exciting 
multimedia, Plug-n-Play monitor. 


Whether you are using it for word processing, 
music, or sophisticated CAD-CAM programs, 


a 


Delta will make viewing a pleasure. Delta's line 
of 15" and 17" Multimedia Monitors are quality 
built to rigid technical standards. Available in 
flat screen with super fine dot pitch, the 15" 
and 17" monitors come with up to 1280 x 1024 
NI full screen resolution, plus software driven, 
easy-to-use color balance for fine tuning. 

As with all multimedia sound is everything. 
Built into every Delta Multimedia Monitor are 
state-of-the-art speakers producing excellent 
highs, and thunderous lows, giving you that 
extra edge of excitement when playing your 
favorite action CD. 


Circle 128 on reader service card. 


Delta brand monitors are extremely well priced 
for major savings, and are backed with a 3-year 
warranty*. To learn more about this or other 
fine Delta products, as well as a dealer near 
you, call our toll free number now. Of course, 
distributor inquiries are always welcomed. 


1-888-88DELTA 

1-510-770-0660 

f&LhEUA 


QUALITY MAKES THE DIFFERENCE 


IS09002 












WINDOWS 95 


Vertisoft Systems and Streetwise Software More reviewsonpage248 


COMPRESSION UTILITY 

Zip-lt3.0 

|Sl When hard drive space is at a premium and your 
|y| phone bills from sending large e-mail file attachments 
|9| are sky high, a file-compression utility can help. 
■HI Instead of using a cryptic DOS utility to zip files, rely 
on Vertisoft Zip-It. This graphical utility brings PKzip com¬ 
pression plus a slick feature set to Windows 3.1 and Win¬ 
dows 95, and you don’t need a copy of PKzip to run it. 

Just select files in Zip-It’s window and click on the 



compress icon. If you prefer 
to work in Windows 3.1’s 
File Manager or Windows 
95’s Explorer, you can drag 
and drop files into Zip-It’s 
window to compress them. 

Like PKzip, Zip-It com¬ 
presses files across several 
floppy disks and makes self- 
extracting archives. 

View files in popular for¬ 
mats (Lotus 1-2-3, Microsoft 
Word, and so on) within 
zipped files, and edit or run 
them without extracting the whole file. Zip-it can also add files 
into zipped archives or pull single ones out, compress files by 
date, and search for files inside zipped archives. 

Zip-it worked flawlessly—we lad no problems extracting 
or compressing PKzip files. One drawback: It doesn’t read 
other compression formats such as ARC or LZH. While Nico 
Mak’s WinZip 6.0 performs many of the same functions, it 
doesn’t offer as many options for managing files. For your zip¬ 
ping needs, Zip-it does the trick. WAYNE Kawamoto 


Zip-lt 3.0 

Pros: A convenient, 
graphical approach to 
zipping and extracting files. 
Cons: Lacks support for 
non-PKzip compression 
formats. 

Verdict: A comprehensive 
tool set that goes beyond 
basic file compression. 

$29 est. street price 
Vertisoft Systems 
(800} 466-5875, (864} 295-5875 
Reader Service No. 76; 


LETTER-WRITING TUTORIAL 


Encyclopedia of Letters 


3 Do you ever wonder how the art of letter writing 
gets lost on you? No worries. If you occasionally 
have problems finding the right tone, the best turn 
of phrase, or a clear, simple overall structure, then 
Lifetime Encyclopedia of Letters from Streetwise Soft¬ 
ware can help. Encyclopedia of Letters is a collection of 
850 model letters for every occasion or circumstance. 
Drawn from the best-selling book of the same name, this 
assortment of letters takes the worry out of writing. 





^wnter’s 

Assistant 


Written by accountant 
Harold Meyer, the Ency¬ 
clopedia of Letters features 
letters in 500 categories, 
ranging from letters of 
solicitation to sales follow¬ 
up notes. To find the letter 
you want, search the index 
by keyword or category, 
and the program returns 
the best candidates. You 
can import the text into 
your word processor and 
then put the personal fin¬ 
ishing touches on the letter you’ve chosen. 

Sometimes it’s difficult to find the letter you need, due 
to some strange category names, such as Requesting 
Favors. You may also find many of the letters too imper¬ 
sonal or too specific, so while they’re fine as examples, 
expect to spend considerable time revising them. And you 
might feel uncomfortable adopting someone else’s voice, 
especially when it comes to something as personal and 
individual as a letter. LEANDER KAHNEY 


Encyclopedia 
of Letters 

Pros: Provides letters in 
hundreds of categories. 
Cons: Letters need to be 
personalized. 

Verdict: Helps you get 
started, but sample letters 
require ample revising. 

$50 est. street price 
Streetwise Software 
(800} 743 6765 
Reader Service No. 766 
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Best answers 


Today, • I I • 

million 


of people will experience 
their worst nightmare. 





They will lose presentations and 
reports to a computer crash! 


They will blame their 
software or hardware 
when a power problem 
is really responsible. 

Power problems can also 
cause network and hard drive 
crashes, read/write errors, cor¬ 
ruption or loss of data, faulty 
data transmissions, system 
lockups, premature failure of 
components and much more. 


Best Power products are your 
answer. They clean up dirty 
power, which can reduce your 
computer problems by up to 
80%.* They also provide 
backup power to shutdown 
gracefully in a blackout. 

And now, all Best Power 
Single-Phase UPSs come 
bundled with free software, 
providing power monitoring 
and automatic unattended 
shutdown for your system. 


Don’t take unnecessary risks. 
Call Best Power for your 
power protection answers. 

1-800-469-4842 

Ask for operator 399 . 

E-mail: info@bestpower.com 
Internet: http://www.bestpower.com 
24-hour FAX information line at 
1-800-487-6813. 


Power 


The Answer in Power Protection 


Circle 382 on reader service card. 












PC MAGAZINE 
MULTIMEDIA WORLD 
PC COMPUTING 
COMPUTER BUYER 
COMPUTER SHOPPER 


GUARANTEED! 
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It just looks that way. 


It’s actually power 
problems masquer¬ 
ading as hardware 
or software problems. 

Sure, you can blame your pro¬ 
gram or equipment when your 
computer locks up. But it’s 
probably bad power. And most 
power problems are undetect¬ 
able, even though the average 
computer site is hit by 289 a 
year. They can cause crashes, 
corrupt or lost data, faulty data 
transmissions and lots more. 


©1996, Best Power, a unit of General Signal. 


Best Power products are your 
answer. If you have a blackout, 
they give you enough power to 
shutdown everything correctly. 
They also clean up dirty power 
before it reaches your equipment, 
which can reduce your computer 
problems by up to 80%.* 


And now, all Best Power 
Single-Phase UPSs come 
bundled with free software 
on CD-ROM to program 
automatic shutdown in the 
event of a power failure. 


Don’t let power-related 
downtime affect your bottom 
line. Call Best Power for your 
power protection answers. 

1 - 800 - 469-4842 

Ask for operator 400 

E-mail: info@bestpower.com 
Internet: http://www.bestpower.con 
24-hour FAX information line at 
1-800-487-6813. 



Fortress® Uninterruptible Power Systems 



The Answer in Power Protection 


Circle 383 on reader service card. 
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DATA! 


1925 W right Am.. La Verne, CA 91750 
1(800)648-7822 • (909)392-2000 
Fax:(909)392-2021 • http://www.mitsuba. 


Pentium Pro Processor 150 to 200MHz 


■ Intel440FX (Natoma) 


Slots -4PC1&4ISA 


RAM-to 128MB EDO or Fast Page 


USB I/O - 45MHz 


Form factor - Baby A T 


'dundant') 


' 


The Monitor that Shows 
You the Whole Hog. 

♦ . The Pivot 1700™has other 17"color monitors beat 
from top to bottom. It pivots from horizontal to 
vertical mode to give you the tallest, sharpest display you 
can get. Taller, even, than a 2T’monitor! And a whole lot 
more affordable. So now you can read a full 8.5"xll"page 
without scrolling. 

Give us a call today or, 
if you prefer, e-mail us at 
pdlcalif@aol.com for the 
whole story 



800-858-7744 Ext. 22 


http ://www. portrait. com 


Circle 186 on reader service card. 
























While 
you t 


blackout eats your 
network for lunch! 


Every Best Power 
Single-Phase UPS 
comes bundled with free 
unattended-shutdown 
and monitoring software. 

What happens if you’re away 
from the office when an out¬ 
age hits, even with a UPS? 

Best Power unattended- 
shutdown software is the 
answer. In a power emer¬ 
gency, it can page or 


e-mail you, notify users of 
impending shutdown, close 
your system properly and 
allow remote monitoring. 

Plus, it’s completely free. 
Many UPS makers will tell 
you their software’s free 
and just raise their prices. 
But Best Power bundles free 
software on CD-ROM with 
every Single-Phase UPS, or 
you can download it from 
the Internet. 


So when you leave your com¬ 
puter or network, leave it in 
good hands. Protect it with 
Best Power’s free software. 

Call Best Power for your 
power protection answers. 

1 - 800 - 469-4842 

Ask for operator 401 

E-mail: info@bestpower.com 
Internet: http://www.bestpower.com 
24-hour FAX information line at 
1-800-487-6813. 




(Includes Free Software) 


The Answer in Power Protection 


Circle 384 on reader service card. 









DP400 & 200MHz Pentium*! 


CADALYST 

OODDQ 


BVTE 


Xi manufactures the Fastest CAD Workstation* 
now with dual processor as a “standard option”! 


Xi® P133/200 MTower SP 

- Intel® Pentium Processor, Triton II CS 

- 16MB 60ns EDO, 512KB SBP Cache 

- 1.70GB 9ms EIDE Cache Hard Drive 

- Diamond Stealth 64 2MB Video PCI 

- 17” Opti/Viewsonic ,26dp 1600 x 1280NI 

- 1.44 FD, 104K Kb, 2B Logitech mouse 

- Xi 5Bays Mini Tower Case 200W UL PS 

- 28,800 Diamond V34 Fax/Voice/Modem 

- Microsoft® Windows® 95 CD, 6 x CD-ROM 

133/166/200: $2099/$2349/$2599 


Xi P200/400 MTower DP 

- 200MHz Intel Pentium Processor, Triton II 

- 16MB 60ns EDO, 512KB SBP Cache 

- Dual Pentium SMP ZIF Socket 7 

- 2.5GB 9ms IDE4 HD, 5 x ISA, 4 x PCI 

- Matrox Millenium 2MB WRAM PCI 

- 17” Opti/Viewsonic ,26dp 1600 x 1280NI 

- 1.44FD, 104K Kb, MS or Logitech Mouse 

- Xi lOBays Mid Tower Case 250W UL PS 

- Microsoft Windows 95 CD, 8 x CD-ROM 

SP200MHz: $2949 DP400: $3649 


XiPro200/400 MTower DP 

- Intel Pentium Pro Processor, 256K Int. SBC 

- 32MB 60ns EDO, 256KB Int. SBP Cache 

- Dual Pentium Pro SMP ZIF Socket 8 

- 2.1GB 8ms Wide SCSI-3, UW 40MB/S Ctrl 

- Matrox Millenium 2MB WRAM PCI 

- 17” Opti/Viewsonic .26dp 1600 x 1280NI 

- 1.44FD, 104K Kb, MS or Logitech Mouse 

- Xi lOBays Mid Tower Case 250W UL PS 

- Microsoft Windows NT 3.51, 8 x CD-ROM 

SP200MHv $3849 DP400: $4599 

MULTIMEDIA PRO KIT MONITOR UPGRADES VIDEO UPGRADES* 

B32WaveTab, 2Spkr, 10+CD Titles ' $ 189 17” ViewSonic 17PS ,25dp $ 168 #9 Imagine 128 New Series 24MB S 368 

Surround w/2Spkr, 6.5” Subwoofer $ 179 21” ViewSonic 21PS ,25dp $ 1068 Matrox Millennium 4/8MB $ 149/$ 449 

MS Office 95 Pro w/Bookshelf: $ call 21” ViewSonic PT810 ,30ag $ 1229 Diamond Fire GL 8MB Glint/S3 $1199 


All Systems Xi Certified for AutoCAD 13, 3D Studio MAX, PRO/E & Microstation 95. 


100+ Options available in stock. Call for a Custom Quote. Business Lease from $78/month. 

CALL TOLL FREE: 1 - 800 - 432-0486 

INTL: (714)498-0858 FAX: (714) 492-6571 

http://www.win.net/xi_comp; E-Mail: xi@xi_comp.win.net 

THREE YEARS WARRANTY: Parts & labor on monitors, optional on systems. Xi-ONSITE optional expre; 
free replacement parts shipping. 30 Day Money Back Guarantee. 24Hr. Life Time Toll-Free HW Tech Support 
Mail: Xi Computer Corporation, 980 Calle Negocio, San Clemente, CA 92673 









































ZIPping Files 

» easy as urag ana 


...With Mo Cryptic Commands 


Vertisoft Zip-lt's m efficient file compression lets 
you complete online transfers in seconds, and 
free-up megabytes of hard disk space. 

Zip-lt's a Must For... 

■ Surfing the Internet. Data, sound, graphics, and 
video files are almost always compressed. You need 
an easy way to extract them. 

1 Transferring files. Smaller files are easier, faster and 
cheaper to share online or on floppy. 

1 Ending hard disk clutter. Large files and infrequently 
used files can be compressed to take up less disk space. 

All the Features YOU Need 

■ 100% PKZIP compatible — the worldwide 
compressed file standard. 

i Designed for Windows” 95, 3.1 and NT 
i Easily create compressed ZIP files —just 
drag and drop files to compress them. And you can 
create Windows-compatible self-extracting ZIP files 
to share with people that don’t have Vertisoft Zip-It. 
They just point-and-click to extract the files they need, 
i Extract any ZIP file in seconds - double¬ 
click a ZIP file to view a list of the ZIPped files within 
it. Then point-and-click to extract them. 

■ Instantly view and edit ZIPped files — 
double-click a ZIPped file to view it with its associated 
application or with one of Vertisoft Zip-It’s many built-in 
viewers. You can even edit a ZIPped document without 
ever extracting it. 

■ Netscape Navigator ™ compatible — 

new Vertisoft Zip-It plug-in module lets you easily 
view and extract ZIPped files on the Internet from 
within Navigator. 


Remotely view <•' 

and extract .. 

ZIP files — 

new Remote Zip 
function lets you 
preview and extract 
portions of ZIP files 
over the Internet 
without download¬ 
ing the entire ZIP 
file. (FTP site must 
have remote zip server.) 

“...makes ZIPping files a breeze." 

PC Magazine, May 14, 1996 

Zrntt FREE 

oil 1-800466*5875 0*1209 

Call now and we'll rush you Zip-It FREE! Pay only a $7.50 
shipping and handling fee. If Zip-It isn't the fastest and 
easiest way to ZIP and unZIP files in Windows, return it 
within 30 days and owe 
nothing more. If you like it, 
pay only $39.95 — that's $30 
off the suggested retail price! 

Also available at your local retailer. 


http//:www.vertisoftsys.com 





)le in the US and Canada only anc 


th any other offer. 0 Copyright 1996 Vertisoft Systems, Inc. Vertisoft Zip-It is a trademark of \ 


es are trademarks of their respective i 
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NewSoft and PF.Magic More reviews on page 256 






DOCUMENT MANAGEMENT 


Presto PageManager “ 


B Logic says that if you have a scanner, you’re well on 
your way to having a paperless office, right? Easier 
said than done, unless you have the right software. 
Presto PageManager Suite is a strong collection of 
scanning applications that just might help you get rid of the 
mounds of paper in your office. 

Presto PageManager Suite has all the utilities you need 
for basic document management, including fax, OCR, an 



image editor, business card 
scanning software, and an 
electronic filing system. It 
even has an electronic 
forms package so you can 
scan in printed forms and 
fill them out electronically. 

If you’ve ever used the 
software that comes with 
Visioneer’s PaperPort page 
scanner, you get the pic¬ 
ture. But unlike Paper- 
Port’s software, Presto 
PageManager also comes 
with image-editing applications so you’re not limited to 
text documents. Not bad for $199. 

Each of the included applications works with the scan¬ 
ning suite’s front end, and they all work well together. If 
you’re already confident in the software bundled with 
your document scanner, PageManager’s added function¬ 
ality may not be worth the expense. But if your scanner 
isn’t helping you banish the paper pile, PageManager is an 
easy, affordable solution. jack LYON 


Suite 

Pros: Covers document 
management basics. 

Cons: Some of the 
applications could be 
stronger. 

Verdict: Great for shrinking 
those stacks of paper. 

$199 est. street price 
NewSoft 

[800] 214-7059, [510] 252-0267 
Reader Service No. 767 


SCREEN UTILITY 

Catz 

H Do you include your Pet Rock in family pictures? If 
so, Catz from PF.Magic may have an addition for 
your family. Similar to Dogz, PF.Magic’s first pet 
product, Catz is an onscreen pet. Catz takes Dogz’s 
original interface a step further, giving you a bigger selec¬ 
tion of toys for your cat and more action, including an ani¬ 
mated mouse for your cat to chase. 

You adopt your new kitten from a computer retail store 
at PF Magi c’s Web site, www.pfmagic.com, or via an 800 
number. Choose your computer kitty from five different 



Catz 

Pros: Lots of toys and 
diversions for your onscreen 
pet; the fleas aren’t real. 
Cons: Doesn’t really do 
anything useful — it’s just 
for entertainment. 

Verdict: Silly, harmless 
fun—and more entertaining 
than cleaning out a litter box. 

$20 est. street price 
PF.Magic 

[800] 482-3678, [415] 495-0400 
Reader Service No. 768 


“breeds”: Jetster, Pouncer, 

Homebody, Sophisto, and 
Scaredy. Give your new cat 
a name and take it home to 
your desktop. It can live in 
a window or keep you 
company as it wanders 
around your applications. 

Catz comes with a vir¬ 
tual shelfful of items for the 
care and feeding of your 
feline friend—food, toys, 
flea spray, even catnip. 

Just pick an item from the 

shelf, and your cat will react to it accordingly. For exam¬ 
ple, take the hunk of cheese to lure the cartoon mouse 
from its hole, and watch your cat chase or ignore it. 

Catz is clever, but what does it do? Nothing, really. It 
has a screen saver and security features, and it makes some 
cute noises, but it’s mostly a time-wasting, if entertaining, 
toy. Play with it occasionally, but if you start posting pic¬ 
tures of your pet on PF.Magic’s online gallery, you might 
think about getting out a bit more. JULIE polito 
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Stellar 


rdprocessor for editing. 


PajeZca m Color is perfect for *f<i <* m // 
business... ifi easier cmJ rffore versatile 
than 4hiked scatters. I love ft! " 


Samantha Kostecki 

Small Business Owner/Realtor 


Whether you manage a small office or work right out of your home, Logitech PageScan Color is the perfect scanner for 
you. It includes fully integrated software offering personal document management, faxing, copying, optical character 
recognition and color scanning. It’s easy to set up and use, very powerful and designed to be a partner in your 
business. For FaxBack information call: I -800-245-0000, Document 4046. Or phone I -800-936-0083 
for more information.Visit Logitech and PageScan Color @ http://www.logitech.com 








The Most Powerful Notebook. 
The Fastest Processor. 

The Newest Software. 



Not Enough Memory. 


Now that you have that powerful new system, the 
possibilities are endless. 

Unfortunately, your memory isn't. 

That's where Apricorn comes in. 

Because for over 12 years, we've been making the 
world's highest quality notebook and laptop memory. 
Which means you'll always get the best products, the 
most advanced technology and the right configurations. 
All with an unconditional lifetime warranty. And prices 
low enough to let you really stock up. 

So just call 1-800-458-5448, and you'll never 
have to think about memory again. 

There, don't you feel better already? 





The Notebook Memory Experts 









The 

ultimate 

computing 

resource 

online 



From the 
sources you trust: 



Be sure to 
sign up for 
Personal View 

ZD Net's FREE 
news service that 
you can easily 
configure to track 
only the companies 
and products that 
interest you most. 


Click into 
ZD Net’s world- 
renowned 
Shareware 
Library 
and start 
downloading! 
Over 10,000 
programs — 
all tested, rated 
and reviewed by 
ZD Net editors. 


Join in! 

There's a lot 
going on — 

from wide-ranging 
discussions with 
industry leaders, 
to topical weekly 
chats with editors 
and ZD Net 
personalities — 
there's always some¬ 
thing new, exciting 
and insightful 
happening at 
www.zdnet.com. 


See You 
tnUnel 


Cirde 101 on reader service cord. 





11 surefire ways to 



Find new customers right now. 


Quit beating the bushes! 


Imagine. Take 

the power of a directory 
assistance mainframe. 

Add the resources of a 
list broker. The mapping 
ability of a professional 
cartographer. Then park it 
on your desktop. There's 
no one you can't find. 

No lead you can't look 
up. No business you can't 
locate. Need the ultimate 
new business finder? No 
question. It's Select Phone. 

► Do your own ven 
lookups. With 
ten ways to search 
through Select Phone - 
by name, address, city, 
state, ZIP code, phone 
number, business 
heading, distance, 
county, and MSA - 
you'll do all your 
lookups from your 
desktop, avoiding directory 
assistance charges. 


Or find an exact number 
of listings, like, "give me 
the 200 nearest auto 
body shops." 

few Canvas the 
neighborhood. 

The Select Phone Neighbor 
feature lets you use referrals 
to your best advantage. First 
find one of your current 
customers in Select Phone, 


to Ullm 


few Search for new 
business by 
distance. Select Phone's 
exclusive GeoTarget™ 
feature lets you search by 
a measured geographic 
range, like "all hair salons 
within a 15-mile radius." 


Mitchell Systems. 

He searches 
Select Phone 
by business 
heading and 

ZIP code to . 

find beauty salons 

his line of hair care products. A few elicits . 

later he's got his territory carved up for his 
sales force. Says Veny, “We use Select Phone 
and Select Street Atlas to identify new accounts 
and route our salespeople. It's simply amazing ." 

then click on the Neighbor 
button. You'll get all the 
listings surrounding your 
best customer-on the 
same street, even in the 
same office building. 

|w Zero-in on poten- 
tiai customers. 

Select Phone lets you 
combine search features. 
You can search by both 


Are you a salesperson with a new territory? A small business 
owner looking to cut your mailing costs? Maybe your 
house list needs an overhaul. Don't fret. Meet Select 
Phone, the desktop marketer's dream tool. It's got every 
published listing in the U.S. on 6 CD-ROMs. With a turbo¬ 
charged search engine that finds them with a click. Serious 
about finding new business? So is Select Phone. 



One click 

neighbor 
button 
and up 
pops this 
business. 


http://www.procd.com Do some lookups. Read more stories. Go fora test drive. 
The PRO CD HOME PAGE is filled with truly useful information. Visit us now! 





build your business. 

ind leads right on your computer - by name, business heading and more. 


City Field ZIP Code Field SIC Code Field County Field 

Contains the city Shows 5-digit Contains SIC Codes, Lists every county 

for each listing ZIP and ZIP+4 corresponding to in the U.S. for 

•. where available business headings territory searches 

% •. from the Yellow • 

Name \ \ Pages : ; 

Field 
Indicates 
if listing is 
residential 
or business 



ailu State Field Telephone Field 

West North Supplies the Provides the phone 

nr Snuth ' state for number, including 

location each listin 9 area code 


Business Heading (SIC code) fcw 
and GeoTarget to pinpoint 
any specific business found 
within any distance from 
your home or office. 



Get the complete 
story on every 
listing. Select Phone gives 
you all these vital stats: name, 
address, phone number, SIC 
code, geographical location, 
and when the listing first 
appeared in Select Phone - 
your guarantee of 
data accuracy. 

See exactly 
where your 


clustered. Select 
Phone's MapView” 
is a quick and easy 


Brenda uses Select Phone to 
identify the names and addresses of her cus- 

. way to plot your 

and see her work. Talk about micro marketing! customers, find the 
Who better to sell for you than your on 
best customers! 


locations of your 


nearest dealers - or see 
where your competitors 
are concentrated. 

fcw Speed up your 

mailings. Select 
Phone can help make sure 
your mailings are delivered 
as swiftly as possible. Limit 
your search to only listings 
with ZIP+4, to make it easier 
for the Post Office's auto¬ 
mated sorting equipment 
to speed your mail through 
the system. 

Fill-in missing 
fir info on your 
house list. When your 
store is busy, just jot down 


the customer's name and 
phone number on the 
sales slip. Later, simply type 
^ Da(e the phone number into 

Delays the Select Phone and search 
in reverse for the name, 
address, and ZIP code. 


^ Keep your 
customer 
profiles up-to-date. 

Use Select Phone to fill in 
the blanks in your house 
list. Add ZIP+4, SIC codes, 
current phone numbers, 
and recent address changes. 

Save on postage. 

With Select Phone, 
you can sort by ZIP code 
before you print or export 
your listings. This lets you 
take advantage of U.S. Post 
Office mailing discounts. 

Generate multiple 
mailing lists. 

Select Phone comes with 
unlimited downloading 
and unlimited use. Which 
means you can use as 
many listings as you want, 
whenever you want. Build 
traffic. Generate leads. 
Make sales soar. Then 
do it again. 


Select Phone 
means business. 

There's no limit to the 
ways Select Phone can 
make your business grow. 
Call and order now. Take 
30 days to make absolutely 
sure you love it. Then don't 
be surprised when you find 
all the prospects you can 
handle. Set your marketing 
goals high. Reach them 
with Select Phone. 


Order Mow 


99 


Act now and get this 
valuable bonus software 
for Windows - FREE: 

AT&T WorldNet™ Service 
Response List Directory™ 


ZIP code region, based on 


1 - 800 - 992-3766 


APCC9 

3C 51 



Take Desktop Marketing 
to the Third Power! 

Select Phone, Select Street Atlas, and Select Mail. One finds 
them. Another shows you where they are. Still another helps 
you reach them. Put all three on your machine. Then buckle 
in. Your business will boom and you’ll never look back. 


Ff Computing 

4 Stars ★★★★ Top 1< 

. PCMa? 


Find what you’ve been missing. ” 


Circle 274 on reader service card. 
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DELL DIMENSION 
Reliable PCs For High 
Performance Computing 


DELL DIMENSION ™ XPS Pro200n * 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

200MHz PENTIUM® PRO PROCESSOR • Microsoft® Windows NT®/30 Days 

• Mini Tower Model Free Support/MS Mouse 

★ 32MB EDO Memory * 3 Year Limi,ed Warranty! 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache c * Now - Microsoft Windows NT 

•1.6GB Hard Drive [11ms] 

* 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) * Upgradetoa3 . 2GBhard drive, 

* NEW #9 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D add $149. 

Video Card 

• MS® Office Professional with. Business Lease 5 : $92/Mo. 

Bookshelf for Windows® 95 Order Code #500319 


WE'VE DECIDED 
TO REUSE OUR 
OLD PRICE TAGS 
SOMEHOW WE 
DON'T THINK 
YOU'LL MIND. 


If our $2499 price tag looks familiar, that's 
because it is. We've just reduced the price 
of our Dell Dimension XPS Pro200n. Not only 
is this a great deal, it's also a purchase the 
experts seem 
to encourage. 
PC Computing 
Microsoft just awarded 


coveted "Best" award as the fastest 
and best price/performance Pentium Pro 
chip-based PC and then remarked, '.'..it's 
the fastest Intel-based system we've 
ever seen-hands down." 

If you're considering a Pentium Pro 
chip-based PC, then we've got them at 
Pentium chip-based PC prices. To order 
yours, give us a call today. 


D0LL 

Enaza 

800 - 879-9500 

http://www.dell.com 

Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm In Canadafcail 800-233-0750 

| Keycode#02147] 


PC Computing, March 1996 article reprinted with permission of PC Computing. OZiff-Davts Publishing Company. tFor a complete copy of our Guarantees or Limited Warranties, please write Dell USA LR, 2214 W. Brakar Lane, Suite D, Austin, TX 78758. business leasing 

artang ; P iii'.il r ■ r , 1- .1 : -II " ,J. .r- I ■; I: , r. I ■■ I'M. .1. , „ I- . > .1 n.|,;■■],.i a: inn'iH .. ■ i ...I.J...J :■ r: r. r r is * - |. r.noirf I.-.' TO, .-i-n»; it 

★Prices and specifications valid in the U.S. only and subjectto change without notice. The Intel Inside logo and Pentium are registered trademarks and the Pentium Pro Processor logo is a trademark of Intel Corporation. MS, Microsoft, Windows, Windows NTandtte 
Windows logo are registered trademarks of Microsoft Corporation, ©1996 Dell Computer Corporation. All rights reserved. 















TALK TO ANYONE IN 


THE WORLD OVER THE 
INTERNET FREE. 


FREE DEMO 



PHONE 


www.vocaltec.com/demo321.htm 


Download a FREE demo of the award-winning Internet Phone today! There’s never been a better time to try this break¬ 
through software from VocalTec. It's fully cross-platform compatible for Mac and Windows. So if you have Internet access, a 
standard multimedia computer and Internet Phone software, you can have a real-time, full-duplex voice conversation with anyone, 
anywhere in the world, who has the same setup. And it’s FREE, except for your regular 
Internet access charges. Hard to believe? Come see for yourself. PICK UP I H E 


For more information on where you can get Internet Phone, call 201-768-9400, 
e-mail: info@vocaltec.com or stop by our Web site or one of the locations listed below. 


INTERNET PHONE 



VocalTec, Internet Phone and Inti 


gg*T COMPUSA 


Circle 146 on reader service card. 
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WINDOWS 95 


International Systems and Lucid More reviews on page 264 


PASSWORD PROTECTION 


Password Master 


I These days you need a password to boot up your com¬ 
puter, a serial number to track down stolen property, a 
code for your house alarm, and a personal identification 
number to withdraw money from the bank. It’s easy to 
feel like you’re on the brink of memory overload. If the only 
way you remember a password or security number is to write 
it down, you’d be wise to check out Password Master. 
Developed to store, manage, and secure all forms of 



frequently used log-in Pros: Stores all passwords, 
words and access numbers, access numbers, and 
Password Master offers two log-ins in one secure place, 
modes. The first, Master Cons: Forgetyour master 
Mode, lets you add, change, password, and forget about 
and delete information in viewing all your passwords, 
the database. The second, Verdict: Save important 

View Mode, simply dis- information in a private, 

plays each stored file. central location. 

A useful feature in Pass- $30 est. street price 

system, in which clues are Reader Service No. 764 

displayed in lieu of an actual 
password. For example, 

Password Master lists Grandma’s dog to jog your memory of 
the password Snoopy. Once you enter information into the 
application, it stays protected. Only your master password 
lets you access stored codes, hints, and log-ins in the database. 
Just don’t forget what your master password is. 

It’s a bit tedious to input every PIN number, password, 
and access code in a database. But knowing that your valu¬ 
able information is safely stored and easily accessible does 
wonders for your peace of mind. KEDREN DILLARD 


Lightning Power Controls 


H89 If you find the nested menus in Windows 95 a pain to 
Igl navigate, take a look at Lightning Power Controls 
Igl (LPC) 95, an interface enhancer from Lucid Corpora- 
IBI tion. LPC 95 is a hybrid control panel that blends fea¬ 
tures from the Windows 95 toolbar with the icons found in 
most applications. LPC 95 lets you launch programs and 
control what each does using the same tool palette. 

LPC 95 is organized like a sheaf of folders. Each folder 

f Paint _ 

f Computer Select j Excel 


X 


( Access. Y WordPad Paste 
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Lightning Power 
Controls 95 

Pros: Launches programs 
and functions in a flash. 
Cons: Windows 95 can 
already do allthis and more. 

Verdict: Useful if you do 
certain tasks over and over, 
or need shortcuts to 
switch between apps. 

$30 est. street price 
Lucid Corp. 

[214)994-8100 
Reader Service No. 770 


represents a different appli¬ 
cation—click on a folder’s 
tab to launch a new pro¬ 
gram. The folder you click 
on comes to the front of the 
stack, presenting you with a 
set of control buttons that 
you can customize. These 
buttons can do just about 
anything, from running 
macros to launching the 
Find File function—it’s, up 
to you to tailor them. 

LPC 95 is easy to con¬ 
figure and learn. It’s great for switching between applica¬ 
tions, and for performing the same task (such as pasting 
graphics) across several documents. 

But LPC 95 doesn’t do anything you can’t already do in 
Windows 95, especially if you’re adept at creating key¬ 
board shortcuts, using right mouse-button menus, and jug¬ 
gling applications with the toolbar. LPC 95 also takes up 
valuable screen space, and doesn’t shift to the background 
when you open new windows. LEANDER KAHNEY 

EMBER 1996 
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“The Best Way to Bring 
Pictures Into Your PC” 



Make vacation 

jHY‘« . ta, 


a Snappy and you’ll also get Fauve Matisse SE 
paint, retouching and titling and Gryphon 
Motph for morphing, warping, and special effects. 


SNAPPY Brings Stunning Pictures 
From Video Into Your PC 


Play’s Snappy lets you grab sensational PC stills 
from any camcorder, VCR or TV. It’s easy! Just 
plug Snappy into the printer port on the back of 
your desktop or laptop PC. Then connect any 
video source to Snappy with the included cable. 
Watch your PC screen and when you see the 
picture you want, click Snap. It's really that 
simple. For the first time ever, ANY scene your 
camcorder can see, ANY tape in your VCR or ANY 
show on TV can be a perfect still on your PC. 

With the press of a single button, Snappy 
captures breathtaking images in 16.8 
million vibrant colors at record- 
breaking resolutions up to 1500 x 
1125. It’s perfect for thousands 
of uses from desktop publishing, 
presentations, databases, faxing 
and Internet pictures, all the way 
to PC photo albums, school 
reports or just morphing your 
friends into celebrities grabbed 
from TV. Snappy is already the 
USA’s best-selling PC video add¬ 
on. Hundreds-of-thousands of PC 
users are surprising their families, 
amazing their friends and impressing 
their clients with awesome stills 
grabbed right from 
video. Snappy is 
the technology 
breakthrough that 
makes your PC 
more powerful, 
more visual... 
and more fun! 


“the results are astonishing.... Get one—you’lUove it" 

“produces terrific video stills... the best we’ve ever seen” 

“For the first time, you can get print-quality images from video” 


PLflV 


2890 Kilgore Road, 

818.8S1.0800 • FAX 816.8S1.0801 




http://www.play.com 


Circle 194 on reader service card. 



















What's 


HOT 


At Tiger Direct! 888-222-7100 


5x86 Multimedia PC Sale Just s 339 Bfl 

Includes CD-ROM, Sound Card, Speakers, 14.4 Modem, Floppy, Keyboard & Mouse. 

It wasn’t too long ago... when the 6x86 computer was first being transfer to the fastest rate of 16 MBs per second. The 
introduced. Less than two yearn ago, PC Magazine tested the “brand 256K of Secondary L2 cache enhances the 5x86 proces- 
new” Pentium 90—with prices ranging from $4,099 to $7,237! Will, if sor performance, while the PCI local bus expansion 
you thought about upgrading your computer then, but hesitated slots make all your PCI peripherals fly. There are even 
because of the high price, then now is the time to make your move to onboard serial and parallel ports. The two serial ports 
6x86 and local bus performance! Today, you can buy this 100MHz 6x86 have 16560 UART chips for 115K sustained throughput, 
PC for under $400. My, how times change! You can upgrade any exist- which is mandatory for maximum performance from 
ing PC to a new, 5x86-class multimedia computer—and all you need 28.8K modems. And the parallel port is the latest 
to do is move your existing hard disk, video card and memoiy! It’s a ECP/EPP design for 10-times-faster ""•'jjM 

“ Perf ° r ' ! this AMAZING 

All you add is memoiy, video and a hard j BUNDLE INCLUDES 
disk. You just can’t beat the price and value j • 100 or 120MHz Cyrix/IBM 
of this multimedia upgrade kit. For under 


$400, this is an unbeatable value for any 386 • Quad-Speed CD-ROM 

■ ■I w... ...I" 1 - it lid- 

value for anyone who has a hard disk, video 
card and memory lying around. Under $400 
for 5x86 processor, motherboard, case, quad- 
speed CD-ROM, sound system, faxmodem 
and a lot more. 

f PC'L^ 1 Bus Motbe^ml ., Dull „, lvlouJt 

The foundation for the Cyrix 5x86 processor . Ste reo Speakers 
is the tried-and-true Model 8449 . |y|j d Tower Case 

Motherboard. This reliable workhorse sup¬ 
ports both 486 and 5x86 processors and 
includes an onboard PCI Input/Output 
Controller. Hie Controller will run both old and 


3.5-inch Floppy Diskette 

Sound Blaster-compatible 
Sound Card 

14.4KB Internal Faxmodem 
Windows 95 Keyboard 
2-Button Mouse 



the 3 PCI local bus expansion slots for your 
video adapter, SCSI host and other PCI local 

bus adapters, there are also 4 industiy-stan- ■' .Jf . 

• i.ii’l h \ ■ • ■;* in-I--I' ■4 ,, i 11 1 '■ ■ 

5x86 With Motherboard From $229! jomid Card And bpeakert! 

Ilave a 5x86 processor on this PCI-based sound card faxmodem keyboardi 

motherboard delivered to your door for under $230! It s fmd a lowe ; rice {or upgrading m e)dst . 
hard to find a processor-mdjr upgrade at this low price- j tem to Bx86 ^ r 
but you can have not only the 5tfl6 processor but abo a high-performance PCI peripherals. 

new PCI motherboard, which includes onboard local bus ^ .. 

Enhanced IDE Controller, two high-performance serial " 

ports and a high-speed parallel port. A great upgrade value 
for any existing 386 or 486 system. Whether you go for the 
motherboard-only with 5x86 processor, or opt to take 
advantage of the tremendous value of the 5x86 Multimedia 
Upgrade Kit including quad-speed CD-ROM, diskette drive, 



Add Memory, 
Drive a Video 
& You're Computing 


nmsa memory sale! 41434 " 81469 " 


"The Memory Leader... Worldwide." 


FREE 

Installation Video 
With Each Order! 


‘Print Screen’ In Windnws! 

Just Like You Did In DOS. Print Anything With A Keystroke! 




Introducing Print Screen, a new 
program that will instantly print 
all Windows screens with the 
press of a button. So simple to 
use, and with over a thousand 
uses.Print Screen is specifically 
designed for all Microsoft 
Windows platforms, including 
Windows 3.x and Windows 95. 

Use Print Screen for: Surfing 
the Internet, Running CD 
games, Using Online ser¬ 
vices IAOL, CompuServe, 

Prodigy, etc.], Working on 
the network Prodigy, plus bulletin boards 

Print Screen is a must-have utility for every too. In the past, this kind of printing conve- 
Windows user! It’s perfect when you’re surf- nience was impossible—now it’s one click 

ing the Internet and you discover a great- away! Runs on all Windows platforms: 

looking home page, or you see a picture of a Windows 3.x, Windows 96, Wmdows NT and 
Windows for Workgroups. 

“Print Screen is an excellent utility 
that brings your Print Screen key 
back to life under Windows by 
printing the active window or full 
screen either to a printer or a fax driver. ” 
—PC Magazine, February 20,1996. 


One Keystroke Prints Anything In Windows! J27-1000 Print Screen WIN $29.99 


flrrec /// 


Single Pass Scanners 



A126-1002 

A6000C PLUS 

View Station Plus Single Pass Scanner. Up to 8.5" x 14", 

LCD Status Display Panel, Handy document holder, 

Cold Cathode Light, SCSI 2 Interface card included.Bundled 
with PhotoStacker Pro, Mediahouse and Wordlinx OCR, 
TWAIN compliant 

$369.99 

A126-1016 

ViewStation AT3 

ViewStation AI3 4800 x 4800 dpi, 24-bit true color, 8.5" x 1V, 
SCSI II intedace. Bundled with: PhotoStacker Pro, 

Mediahouse and WordLinx OCR, Cold Cathode light 
scanniqg, TWAIN compliant 

$329.99 

A126-1004 

A2000D Color 

ViewScan Color100-1600 dpi, 24-bit true, 256 grayscale 
and line art Software bundled.PhotoStacker Pro and 

WordLinx OCR. Interface card included SUPEI 

VALUE! 


• Document feeder and tie:'-, 

software. Wordlim OCR is an optcal character recognition program. MediaHoese CO is a multi-media document manager, j 


IN STOCK AND READY TO SHIP! 
Call Our Toll Free Number 

888 222-7188 

Please Mention Code “CEJ” 


We're open around the cloi 


from Monday 8 J 

__,_itil 11 p.m.(EST). Please call us at (888) 

222-7100 to place your order or fax to (306) 22." 1 

customers call (306) 222-8164. CORPORATE, I 
VOLOME SALES: Call (800) 269-8710 tor quantity pricingvolume bids, 
., and site licenses. PAYMENT: VISA, MasterCard, 


Saturday 12 If your new Cyrix computer is defective, we will gladly and promptly Shittttilttl GhOftteS' 
ins at (8881 exchame it for a new unit. Sorry, no retards, of course, prices are 33 3 3 


International always dropping on CPU’s and Motherboards. Tiger does not give pro- First Iter 

TIONAI AND toctinn on these items in the event prices do drop. Return mlmlrns Each Additional Item ..,. St,00 

,_,_, _ alum policy am included m your order. Alaska, amt Hawaii Shipping & handling is $6.99 for the , 

__, .....VISA, MasterCard, odd an additfouof rfeEtwixr eftarye. /mteraatroMa/ otrfera cAarjred first Item, and $1.00 for each addi- 

American Express, Discover Card, Cartefcche^Dinere Clutg parson- h^m^feigWtowtrlttra Uonaliteinup]o5pn(hWal.^ ■ 


_„id money orders. Wb DO NOT CHARGE YOUR ACCOUNT product qf equal or t . 

unto we have SHIPPED your order! SHIPPING METHODS: NEXT DAY JECTTO CHANGE. TigerSoJtwm 
AIR on in-stock items. Areas serviced overnight by UPS may be shipped TiqerDiml, hie. ' 
.“ - TV GUARANTEE. Everything 


ALL PRICES AND OFFERS SUB- Overweight orders (over 5 Ik), ship- 
,.. - qf ping & handling charges are $1.00 j 

■hmiledgei per pound. UPS shipping and hau- 
k technical dims charges apply to computers, j. 
hardware and peripherals 
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if you think file transfer is all we do, 
you need some time away from tke office. 


j|| To appreciate how muck more LapLink® 
HhM« for Windows® 95 kas to offer, all you kave 
to do is kit tke road. 

Wherever you go-across tke kail, across 
town or across tke country—if you’ve got LapLink, 
you kave everything you need to access anytking 
you want on your desktop or your network. 

With tkis single piece of software, you 
can read and send e-mail, run databases and 
custom applications, synckronize data and, yes, 
even transfer files. 

Since tkere’s no need to ckange apps to 
do all tk ese tkings, tkere’s no need to kang up 
and redial. And since LapLink works tke same 


way over modems, IPX and TCP/IP networks, 
serial cakles, parallel cables, wireless, even tke 
Internet, tkere’s no need to laboriously reconfigure. 

And tkere’s no need to worry about 
compatikikty. Our 16-bit version is built ri gkt 
into LapLink for Windows 95, so connecting 
to Windows 3.1 systems is no problem at all. 

By now, you probably can’t wait to get your 
bands on tke latest LapLink. So you’ll ke glad to 
know tkat upgrading-from an earlier LapLink, 
or from another product altogetker-is ridiculously 

inexpensive. Call 800-843-939?. Better yet, 

see your reseller. It’ll give you an excuse to get 
away from tke office 


TRAVELING 

SOFTWARE 



5, Inc. LapLink is a registered trademark of Traveling Software. kttp://www.travsoft.cc 
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With today's operating systems and applications, you 
afford to choose between quality and quantity. You need both. 

You know it. So does Western Digital. That's why we now offer 2.1 GB 
and 2.5 GB hard drives. That's right. A 2.1 GB and a 2.5 GB drive 
from the company that makes the world's most recommended hard drives. 


But Wait, 




APPLICATIONS AND 

OPERATING SYSTEMS 

STORAGE 

REQUIRED 

Windows 95. Windows NT, OS/2 

50-150 MB 

Business, graphics and 
utility software 

150-500 MB 

Games/education 

100-400 MB 

USER DATA: 3 YEAR LIFE 

1 Graphics, presentations, 
spreadsheets, etc. 

300-600 MB | 

MULTIMEDIA AND INTERNET 

Sound - 30-40 min. hiqh fidelity 

225-450 MB 

Video - 30-40 min. compressed 

270-540 MB 

On-line services, Internet: 
downloaded files 

100-500 MB 



Western Digital didn't have to sacrifice performance to break the 2 GB barrier. These 
new hard drives offer 5,200 RPM spindle speed and sub 12-millisecond seek times. 
And, of course, Western Digital's award-winning quality and reliability. 

2.1 GB and 2.5 GB hard drives. We've got them. You're going to need them. Because 
if you think today's applications eat up storage, wait till you see tomorrow's. 


Phone: 1-800-832-4778 Internet: http://www.wdc.com/ DocuFAX: 714-932-4300 


I g Start | 


hwHsj; 


e . l/ffinilavvs95 


The World's MostJ 

Recommended _j 

j hard drive™ [ 


2 WESTERN DIGITAL 
















if anything else conies remotely close, 

Designed for we 11 huy it for you. 



TRMLING 

SOFTWARE 


users already have, that to use LapLink is 
to love LapLink. 

And if not? We h uy you the remote 
access package of your choice. 

Seriously. 

See your dealer. Or, if you would like 
a hit more information on how far we’ve 
distanced ourselves from the rest, visit 

www.laplink.com, or call 1-800-480-6639- 


7- We’ve taken the risk out of 
ivncrosoff . . 

Windows'95 choosing a remote access solution 

for Windows® 95. 

Here’s the deal. You huy LapLink® 
for Windows 95, the only remote access 
software designed from the ground up to 
take maximum advantage of your new 
operating system. 

You take your new LapLink hack to 
your office. To your house. To New York. 
New Guinea. Newfoundland. Wherever. 
You discover, as a couple of million 


Here’s ike legal stuff. One product exckange per customer. Offer valid on single unit purckases ky end users in U.S. and Canada. Not vakd witk any otker 
Traveling Software promotion and void wkere prokikited or restricted ky law. See in-store coupon for furtker detads and restrictions. Offer expires 12/31/96. 
©1996 Traveling Software, Inc. LapLink is a registered trademark of Traveling Software. 

Circle 235 on reader service card. 














your 

machine 


HE PCWEEK Windows PCComputing 


MacUser 


MacWEEK 






Did you know you can test your computers using the very 
same benchmarks the Ziff-Davis experts do? Absolutely. You can 
run the same scientific performance tests that make our 
product reviews so reliable and so successful. You too will get 
dependable results. What's more, Ziff-Davis benchmarks 

incorporate real-life computing tasks. No wonder 

they’re such a worldwide success. 

With over 7 million copies distributed in the last three 
years, they’re the industry standards for measuring 
hardware performance. 

Where do we get objective benchmarks of such high 
quality? We create them. Through the Ziff-Davis Benchmark 
Operation, the world's largest independent benchmark 
research and development team. Entirely dedicated to developing 
benchmarks you can trust. 







Ziff-Davis Benchmarks: 

The Whole World Watches 




Ziff-Davis Publishing 



Ziff-Davis Benchmark Operation, 1001 Aviation Parkway, Suite 400, Morrisville, NC 27560 



BENCHMARK 

SOFTWARE 


We can’t test your machine in our labs, so 
we'll send our benchmarks to you free of 
charge. Full programs, not demo versions. 
We want everyone to make the best 
buying decisions possible. 

You can download the benchmarks from 
ZD Net/CompuServe (GO ZDBOP) or 
from our World Wide Web home page at 
http://www.zdnet.com/zdbop. 

Or, for a CD-ROM ($5 each for shipping 
and handling) fax your credit card 
information to 919-380-2879 or send a 
check to ZDBOp. Allow 4 to 6 weeks for 
regular delivery or enclose your FedEx 
number. 













WINDOWS 95 


Art Parts and Vertisoft Systems More reviews on page 270 


Art Parts 


^9 Yawn. If that’s the way you feel at the mere mention 
09 of clip art, take a look at the latest designs from Art 
101 Parts—they’re sure to change your mind. 

BH Talented artists Ron and Joe produce quality 
designs you would actually want to use. Their images are 
fresh and compelling, begging to be examined as much for 
their simplicity as for their fine detail. And attention-getting 



FILE MANAGEMENT 

Name-lt 

S If you’re living in a Windows 95 world and running 
Windows 3.1, sooner or later you’ll run up against 
the obstacle of filenames. Windows 95 users are bask¬ 
ing in the glory of 255-character filenames, while 
you’re stuck with a measly 8 characters. 

Vertisoft Name-lt lets you take advantage of long file¬ 
names in Windows 3.1 applications just as your colleagues 
use them in Windows 95 programs. Name-lt eliminates the 



Art Parts 


graphics mean that your Pros: Compelling, 
words will get noticed too. contemporary woodcut 

Over 40 different disks designs, 

are available. Each one Cons: None, unless you 

contains a minimum of 50 have an aversion to 
clip-art images, in cate- woodcuts, 

gories ranging from ani- Verdict: Add interesting 
mals and body parts to graphic accents to 
academia, occupations, and anything you print, 

technology. Each disk $49.50 per disk, est. street price 

costs $49.50 (or $29 for a pi4^771-6754 

monthly clip-art subscrip- Reader Service No. 771 

tion). The collections are 
also bundled on two CD- 

ROMs ($279) or you can purchase them separately— 
CD-Ron 1 or CD-Ron 2 ($179 each). For another $35, 
the Regular Joe font is a perfect complement to the casual, 
laid-back style of clip art from Art Parts. 

The woodcut-style images have a hand-drawn look that 
helps make your message personal and unique. With these 
often humorous but never corny images, your audience 
won’t feel that they’ve seen the same designs a hundred 
times before. MARTY beaudet 


confusion caused by hav¬ 
ing two filenaming systems 
in one operating environ¬ 
ment, and minimizes the 
frustration created by cryp¬ 
tic 8-character filenames. It 
also helps you quickly find 
the files you’re looking for. 

You can opt to have 
Name-lt run every time 
Windows loads or only at 
your command. When you 
activate file-management 
functions like Open and 
Save As in Windows 3.1 applications, the corresponding 
Windows 95 dialog box opens and lets you enter a filename 
of up to 255 characters. A history dialog box lists long file¬ 
names that were saved using Name-lt. You can launch these 
right from the history box using Windows 95’s Quick View. 

Are these features worth $30? Yes—especially if you find 
yourself repeatedly combing through directories, losing 
work time as you track down elusive files. Name-lt is a sim¬ 
ple, viable solution to a pesky problem. kathyyakal 


Name-lt 

Pros: Neatlyfills one of the 
gaps between Windows 3.1 
and Windows 95. 

Cons: How many of us 
Windows 3.1 users really 
need long filenames? 
Verdict: Name-lt is a 
bargain if you spend too 
much time hunting for files. 

$30 est. street price 
Vertisoft Systems 
C800) 466-5875, [415] 956-5999 
Reader Service No. 772 


264 


B E R 1996 























Addan . 

8X CD-ROM 

for as me as $140 


OPTIMA MTputs extra kick in 
allyour favorite applications. 


run. m 


Marathon quality at a price no one can 
beat, that’s the ALR OPTIMA MT Loaded 
with 133-MHz PSPltiU fTl technology, a whop¬ 
ping 1.6 gigabyte hard drive and f3St PCI pentiUlTl® 
graphics, the ALR OPTIMA MT runs circles 

around other low-cost PCs. And talk about endurance. Like 
our award-winning servers and workstations, the ALR OPTI¬ 
MA MT offers unprecedented reliability backed by an industry 

. leading 5 Year/36 Month warranty and one yea r 0 f 

on-site service.* You’ll notice that our competitors aren’t 


nearly so confident in the quality of their systems. 

It’s a confidence that you’ll find built into the entire ALR 

OPTIMA family. With prices starting at $945 and CPU 
speeds up to 1 50"MHZ, there’s an ALR OPTIMA for 
practically every application. 

To find out more about the ALR OPTIMA, sprint over to 
your local ALR reseller. Or call our toll-free number. 

1-800-444-4ALR 

(ref# 5211) 
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Memory Products For Notebooks & Computers 

MEMORY UPGRADES 


"FOR THE FOURTH YEAR IN A ROW, 
MEMORY EXPRESS HAS SWEPT THE 
BEST BUY AWARDS FOR RAM 
CHIPS." IN SPORTS TERMS, 
IT'S CALLED A " 4 PEAT 


Nobody beats Memory Express ■ lor last shipment and at the lowest prices! 
Day in, day out, Memory Express delivers! Tbafs why Memoiy Express is one 
of Amete's leading suppliers, and why weVe been a Computer Shopper’s 
Best-Buy for Four years straight! 


HERE’S 

4 REASONS Micrc 
WHY... MEMORY 
BUYER’S 
BUY FROM 
MEMORY 
EXPRESS 



Huge, highest-quality stocks on hand, Our large warehouse and state-of-the-art 
testing lab guarantees that you get immediate service and the highest quality 
available in the industry today. 


■Next-Day’or ground shipping-you 
ment, call our toll-tree sales hotline and you can have your memory t 
as soon as tomorrow morning! (The cost is normally just a few dollars n 



Each and every Chip, SIMM and Memory-module has been carefully tested R f , 0 Your comDut-- 
and evaluated, and is ready for shipment, within hours or even minutes of your A g non-defect 

call. So whether your order is small or large, you can rest assured that you will provided 


When every penny counts, and your schedule is not as pressing, we will ship 
immediately via economical and efficient UPS Ground. You choose the method 
best for you. 


AppMi 

yJST WtuMua^iaSll 3 

COMPAQ. KKLL 




We Guaranty All Our Memory Product 100% 


OTHERS PACKARD BELL, 1M, 2,4M, 8M AND 161 


ml 


MB price, Module sold 
. as 32 MB Modules, total I 
I price is $295 for 8x32- 


72 Pin Standard & EDO SIMMS 


12± 


32MB 8x32-60ns.$238 8x32-60ns.$258 Call 

16MB 4x32-60ns.119 4x32-60ns.129.Call 

8MB 2x32-70ns .60 2x32-60ns.64.Call 

4MB 1x32-70ns.30 1x32-60ns.32.Call 

32MB 8x36-60ns ....$258 .Call 

16MB ,4x36-60ns .129 Call 

8MB ,2x36-70ns .70.Call 

4MB ,1x36-70ns .. 36.Caltj 

EDO RAM READY TO SHIP! 


Our warehouse is stocked with over 7 name brands 
of memory chips for immediate delivery! 


FedEx. 


For Faster Speed & SIPP's, please call! 


11 


SIMMS FOR LESS! 

30 Pin SIMMS 

4Mx9.60ns $46.00 Call 

70ns 45.00 Call 

4Mx9x3.60ns 38.00 Call 

(3 chip) 70ns 37.00 Call 

4Mx8.60ns 37.00 Call 

70ns 36.00 Call 

1Mx9.60ns 22.50 Call 

70ns 22.00 Call 

1Mx9x3.60ns 11.00 Call 

(3 chip) 70ns 10.50 Call 

1Mx8.70ns 10.50 Call 

256x9x3 .70ns 10.50 Call 


NOTEBOOK MEMORY 


land Computer Memory Upgrade for the following Notebooks 


IBM 


NEC 


IBM Thinkpad 700C/720C/750E 


TOSHIBA 

NEC VERSA 20,20C, 25,25C, 33, 
TOSHIBA1950Cmi960fT4500, 33C, S VERSA E. Ill S VSeries (3.3V) 

T4600rT4700rT4800/ri910, 4MB DRAM CARD .$78 

755C Green PC and PS/2CLS7SX T1900/raXI(3.3V) 8MB DRAM CARD .155 

4MB DRAM CARD.$103 4MB DRAM CARD.$98 16MB ORAM CARD.325 

8MB DRAM CARD.185 8MB DRAM CARD.175 

16MB DRAM CARD.248 16MB DRAM CARD.335 LUPIfWU 

IBM ThinkPad 360T730T Toshiba T34007T3600 and T2400 (3JV) LIE LITE 4S5,4/25C, 4/25E, 4/33C 

4MB DRAM CARD.$105 4MB DRAM CARD.$91 4MB DRAM CARO .$88 

dneOAitKAPf :W WSPMM--4PO Hr vuBUUMCARO 168 

16MB DRAM CARD.250 16MB DRAM CARD.325 16MB DRAM CARD .298 


AgnMil Acenl » Canon 

W COMPAQ DUL »SBS5 


AST Fujrrsu 



READY TO SHIP! 


THE REASONS WHY 
MEMORY EXPRESS HAS WON THE 

COMPOTER SHOPPER BEST BUY 
AWARD 4 YEARS STRAIGHT! 



Customer Service: (818) 333-6389 • Fax (818) 369-1236 
Mon - Fri 7:00 a - 5:30 p P.S.T. • Customer Service: 9:00 a -11:00 a/1:00 p - 4:00pP.S. 
Saturday 8:00 a - 2:30 p P.S.T 


■ ■ 1 

module is carefully tested and evaluated and is 
Chips Ready to Ship Now! 

• We guarantee our products 100% 



( 800 ) 877-8188 


CALL FOR CURRENT PRICING & VOLUME DISCOUNTS! 


We always Welcome Com.. Govt. & School P 


ALL MERCHANDISE 100% GUARANTEED! 


Circle 200 on reader service card. 



























































































Now 


You Can Bat 


Those Baby Blues 

Alt Over 
The Internet. 



Introducing Connectix Color QuickCam”, 
the camera and software that lets you 
use your computer in fun ways at home, 
business and on the net. Send personalized 
cards. Add images to business reports. 
Videoconference with additional 
software. Spiff up your web site. 
Get Color QuickCam for under $200*. 
Just plug it in, install the software and 
start taking brilliant color pictures A 
and video on your computer. 

Connectix 











AST 


Advantage! 626 
Intel* PI 33MHz 
Advantage! 826E 
Intel* PI 50MHz 


16MB 12-10709 2.1 Gig 


Monitors sold separately 

sHgg§gggg§™" 

inPiXie 

14" Super VGA Monitor 

15" Super VGA Monitor 

17" Super VGA Monitor 

32-10257 

32-10258 

32-10308 

$239.99 

$319.99 

$599.99 


15" Super VGA Monitor 

17" Super VGA Monitor 

32-10265 

32-10266 

$319.99 

$349.99 

SONY. 

15" Super VGA Monitor 

20" Super VGA Monitor 

32-10305 

32-10304 

$399.99 

$1799.99 

HITACHI 

17" Super VGA Monitor 

21" Super VGA Monitor 

32-10310 

32-10312 

$699.99 

$1899.99 

NBC 

15" Super VGA Monitor 

17" Super VGA Monitor 

32-10320 

32-10319 

$499.99 

$849.99 


IF YOU FIND A LOWER PRICE WITHIN 30 
DAYS, WE'LL GIVE YOU 110 % OF THE 
DIFFERENCE. . . GUARANTEED! 

z m ■ ineet any competitor's current advertised catalog ptitfi for any idenficnl new item in slotk. 
Saplynfomm otfeta gM-j s advertised pmJljiepre is lowetw wlmnMi^ ^ojwrilra 

I10%aflhedHfeteiKr^eKdi)desbociiJsoffeis,SmHedquanlilyoffeR,liniiIedlimeoftK,sp^finaiKeaflef5,toupons,dear- 
Igamg-auPaf-fausiiiessnles. 


Satellite 105CS 75MHz Pentium* 23-10297 $1799.99 

Battery for 105CS 24-10325 $119.99 

jnTouchmhTomOTow uses lOOMHzPentium* 23-10330 $2199.99 

I uom DM 425CDS 100MHz p entiuIll . 23-10331 $2499.99 

Satellite Pro 425CDT lOOMHz Pentium* 23-10332 $2999.99 

INSTOUMFNTS T.L Extensa 515 lOOMHz Pentium* 23-10309 $1799.99 


CALL FOR THE LATEST PRICING! 


cP 

$499992/ Monte Carlo FUJITSU 

*»'' • 133MHz Pentium* Processor ' 

• 12.1 ■ active matrix color display 
Widri * 16MB RAM 

iH5'V • 1.2GB hard drive 
'“ST' • Integrated 6X CD-ROM 

Penhum . ^ pQ bus architecture 

• IrDA Infrared port for wireless data 
#23-10327 

Montego PlOOMHz (23-10324).$2999.92 

Monte Carlo PlOOMHz (23-10325).$2999.92 

Milan P120MHZ (23-10328) .$3599.92 



4500 64K 19-10355 
5200 64K 19-10366 
5200 128K 19-10378 
5200 128K 19-10379 




Hottest Selling Software 

60-14555 X-Wing Collection $24.99 

60-15011 You Don’t Know Jade $27.99 

60-14967 Monopoly $34.99 

60-15077 Warcraftn $39.99 

60-15182 Descent D $39.99 

60-15014 DIG CD $39.99 

60-15129 Medtwartiorn $39.99 

60-12501 Myst $42.99 

60-14839 Command & Conquer $39.99 

60-14766 SIM City 2000 $44.99 

60-15083 The Beast Within $39.99 

60-14836 Phantasmagoria $47.99 

0316 Netscape Navigator 2.0 ! 

76-10523 Microsoft Plus CD $39.99 

76-10522 Microsoft Plus 3.5 $39.99 

76-11515 Quarterdeck QEMM 8 upgrade $39.99 
76-11516 Quarterdeck QEMM8 $59.99 

61-10064 Windows*95 3.5 upgrade $89.99 
61-10065 Windows*95 CD upgrade $89.99 
43-10287 MS Bookshelf $49.99 

43-10189 MS Encarta 96 $44.99 

71-10698 88 Million Household $14.99 

43-10195 Street Atlas $59.99 

43-10208 Mavis Beacon Typing $27.99 













































Ideal for Creating: 


Multimedia applications 
and games 

cj?Corporate presentations 

Interactive training 
guides 

€''■ Kiosks 

Digital publications 
d Screen savers 


Incredible Value! 


* 200+ fonts 

* 1,100+ clipart images 

* 250+ video clips and animation files 

* 1,400+ sound files 

* 100+ graphics-packed libraries 
including complex 3D images 

* 100+ pre-made transition effects 
150+ backgrounds 


Corel Click & Create ,M puts you on the cutting 
edge of 16- and 32-bit multimedia authoring. 
Explore your creativity as you visualize and 
develop your own CD-ROM games, multimedia 
titles, corporate presentations, training and 
educational materials, screen savers and more 

Powerful tools and comprehensive libraries offer 

graphics, video, animation and audio into an 
endless array of professional-looking projects. 
Instead of learning a complicated scripting 

drop objects to the ., f 

playfield and then 1 'iPIfc 9 

assign and control . MyPltV. 

objects' behavior with |: 


Corel Stock Music Library 

Over 100 royalty-free 


Corel GALLERY™ 2 

15,000 high-quality 
CD-ROM clipart images.. 


el Click & Create' 
our easy and 
verful multimedia 


(CLICK 


Corel' Slock Photo 
Library I, 2 & 3 


High-resolution, royalty-free photos on CD-ROM 


^■ATTENTION DEVELOPERS! 

■W For information on the 

Created with Corel' Click & Creole' 

Developers Program, please call: 

1-613-728-0826 ext. 85241 
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WINDOWS 95 


WitchDeskand Digital Garden 


DESKTOP SHELL 

WitchDesk 

S You can customize your Windows 95 desktop with 
the Properties menu to give it that personal touch, but 
ultimately everyone’s desktop still ends up looking 
(and acting) the same. Want to express yourself a bit 
more? A new desktop shell and program launcher called 
WitchDesk for Windows 95 lets you run your own show 
with customized desktop wallpaper scenes. 

WitchDesk ships on a CD-ROM with over 17,000 back¬ 
grounds to choose from. Select a tropical setting or your 
favorite classic oil painting, or use the WitchColor image 



ENTERTAINMENT 

PJUM.S 

H You don’t need to have a dog fetish, just a sense a 
humor, to enjoy P.A.W.S, the Personal Automated 
Wagging System CD-ROM. Although the program 
is oriented toward children ages five and up, adults 
will delight in playing P.A.W.S too. 

P.A.W.S has three main modules. In the primary game 
you take on the role of the dog and wander through the 
garden exploring. You encounter cats, which you can chase 



■iiim.M 

WitchDesk for 


editor to create your own 
background. Once you’ve 
chosen a background for 
your desktop, you can des¬ 
ignate objects in it by acti¬ 
vating the Edit Object group 
of icons. Each selected 
object turns into a movable, 
sizable, editable object to 
launch applications, short¬ 
cuts, macros, or events. 

Unfortunately, setting up 
WitchDesk isn’t as easy (or 
as much fun) as it should be. 

Creating macros requires programming in WitchDesk’s 
own language, which is less than intuitive. The biggest lim¬ 
itation, however, is that WitchDesk makes heavy demands 
on system resources. It slowed the performance of even a 
133MHz Pentium with 16MB of RAM. 

If you’ve got oodles of disk space, memory, and free time, 
WitchDesk is an entertaining way to personalize your desk¬ 
top. But to launch your applications easily, the humdrum 
Windows 95 desktop is a better choice. MARK baard 


Pros: Lets you create a 
customized desktop. 
Cons: Squanders system 
resources. 

Verdict: A fun way to 
customize your desktop— 
if you’re loaded with disk 
space, RAM, and time. 

$40 est street price 
WitchDesk 
(800) 544-4756 
Reader Service No. 773 


around the garden, and 
bones, which you must eat 
to keep your energy level 
up. If you don’t eat, you 
eventually run out of steam 
and fall sleep—then the 
game is over and you have 
to start again. 

In the Anatomy of 
P.A.W.S you take a tour 
through the dog’s innards, 
observing everything from 
the brain to the digestive 
system. The brain is the 
most entertaining area, where you find the dog’s file cabi¬ 
nets with Wanted posters for neighborhood cats and postal 
delivery workers. There’s also an AeroDog Flight Game, 
in which you are a dog that flies around and fetches bones 
to deliver to your hungry friends. 

P.A.W.S’s graphic images have a childlike appearance, 
but the animation is engaging and amusing, if you’re in 
search of some off-the-wall entertainment, P.A.W.S is sure 
to be your best friend. KYLA K. CARLSON 

ber 1996 


P.A.W.S 

Pros: Never a dull 
moment—P.A.W.S is a bit 
different each time you 
launch it. 

Cons: Some of the graphics 
area little too simplistic. 
Verdict: You don’t have to 
be a kid to enjoy exploring 
the world of P.A.W.S. 

$35 est. street price 
Digital Garden 
(800) 221-8180 
Reader Service No. 774 
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Talk to Me, 
Baby 



talking on the phone and 
sending tiles In the 
silme cal1 making com- . 
munications easy and seam-' 
s. New ways of conducting business 
are already in place with airline 
reservations, on line 
banking and tele-shopping. 



A 


The included miniature 
headset and communica¬ 
tions software help create a 
personal voice mail 
system on your laptop. The 
DataVoice" 3400 answers 
your phone, plays your recorded greeting, records 
messages, and stores them on your laptop’s hard drive. 


Optional cables connect 
the DataVoice 3400 
to most cellular 
phones, including ' I 
Motorola Flip 
phones! Slay con¬ 
nected, no matter where you ar 
MNP10EC protocol assures the 
highest quality cellular connections. 


Announcing another TDK first in the world of PC Cards and the 
next generation in modems—The DataVoice m 3400. 


The first modem PC Card with Radish" VoiceView capabilities, the DataVoice 3400 supports V.34 28,800 bit/sec data, 
14,400 bit/sec send and receive fax, data compression, and error correction using an on-card DM phone line interface. 

All TDK's PC Cards are guaranteed compatible with existing and future laptops. TDK’s family of PC Cards also includes a 
line of Ethernet LAN cards, and fully certified international modem and LAN cards. 

What every laptop needs, what every user shouldn’t be without. Voice your opinion—ask for TDK. 


Data/Fax Data/Fax International Data/Fax Modem &2LAN LAN 3.3vLAN 

Modem Modem DaWFax Modem with Voice 




&TDK 




II: answers@tsd.ssil.com http://www.tdksystems.com 1-800-999-4TDK 

©TDK Systems. All trademarks are registered trademarks of their respective owners. 


with DOS, 
Windows NT™ 
and OS/2 
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Visit one of the following retailers or call 1 -888-MGI-SOFT (644-7638) for more info 

„«S?7 CMWPjKrt H'gMgJ’ MEDIAPLAY sollsiu© 


It's A Snap! 

MGI PhotoSuite is the easiest way to edit, capture, 
catalog and transform your photos! 


BONUS! Free 
multimedia library 


Visit us on the 
World Wide Web at 
www.mgisoft.com 


You can choose 
from over 30 special 
effects 


Kodak 


DIGITAL 


Get your Photos on a Kodak Picture Disk, FREE! 

When you purchase MGI PhotoSuite, you receive a special 
offer from Kodak for a free transfer of your photos to diskJ 





































^or/c/s collide. 
Dogs bark. Spoons 
melt. And 3 2 - b it 
Crosstalk with 
Netscape Navigator 
is only $69. 



Introducing Crosstalk® inter.comm 
Suite. Now, for just $69 you can 
trade up to the world’s most award¬ 
winning comm package — the only 
package that includes the latest 
Netscape Navigator,® version 2.0. But, 
please be careful wielding your power. 

You'll flex every information access 
feature known to man — including 
full Internet e-mail, FTP, and Telnet 
support. For less than what you might 
pay for a browser alone, connect right 
out of the box to host computers, the 
Internet, CompuServe,’ Dow Jones, and 
more. Plus, only Crosstalk inter.comm 
Suite gives you a CD with both 32-bit 
and 16-bit software, for blazing 
performance on any PC. 

So bring your worlds together. 

For a limited time, trade in any old 
comm or Internet software and get 
Crosstalk inter.comm Suite for $69 
— $110 off the retail price! All 
with a 60-day, money-back guarantee. 
Call 800-426-6283 and mention 
response code 310.03. For instant 
info, direct your old browser to 
http://www.attachmate.com. 




Optimized for 32-bit, 
Windows 95 performance. 



wAttachmate 









HOURS: MON-THURS 9-7, FRI9-5 


IPPINfi 


MUKD 


f SUN 10-5 CLOSED SAT {fill Times EST) 

~JT 


»i 


SELLS FOR LESS! 


24-HOUR FAX ORDER LINE 1-800-329-6923 • CORPORATE RATES • GOV'T & FORTUNE COMPANIES WELCOME 


NEC 


PCMCIA CARDS 


Bonus: Free mm Upgrade! 


Mobotics 


camPAa 


Xircom 


AST 


Pentium P75 
Ascentia 950 


SHARP 


HEWLETT 


PACKARD 


PC3020 Color Notebook 


®L iff 

WM£ X 


W 


AST 

NEW! Ascentia P/30 

Intel 100MHz processor, 8MB ran 
exp. to 40MB, l MB SVGA 11.3" tf 
hdJo^chpad^DuafiitLm ion 


Call For Pricing On IBM's 760 Line 


800-747-NWCD 


-g (800-747-6923) 110A MCGAW DRIVE, EDISON, NJ 08837 


FedEx 












































Uncover all the 
best buys with 
PC Computing’s 

Guide to the 
Direct Channel. 

Plus, don’t miss our 

System Shortlist 

for the lowdown on 
the most popular 
PC configurations. 



Advertisers’ Index ^ 

Company Phone Page No. Service No. Web Site 


Austin 

(800)268-0494 

296A-296D 

— 

www.austindirect.com 

Advanced Image Communications [888] 438-3294 

294 

115 


CompuServe 

(800)487-4838 

277-279 

— 

www.compusen/e.com 

Computer Book Club 

(614)759-3666 

297-299 

— 


Computer Discount Warehouse 

(800)886-4239 

290-293 

144,145 

www.cdw.com 

First Source International 

(800)308-9866 

295 

175 

www.firstsource.com 

LA. Trade 

(800)433-3726 

276 

— 


NRI Schools 

(202)244-1600 

287-289 

— 


PC's Compleat 

(800)598-4727 

282-285 

198 

www.pcscompleat.com 

Polywell 

(800)999-1278 

300 

116 

www.polywell.com 

Quantex Micro Systems 

(800)787-8686 

207 - 211 

— ' 

www.quantex.com 

Rose Electronics 

(800)333-9343 

294 

107 


Sky 1 Technologies 

(800)294-5640 

296 

243 

www.worldwide 

technologies.com 

Worldwide Technologies 

(800) 636-6792 

286 

251 

www.woridwide 

technologies.com 







WWW.PCGOMPUTING.CO 
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... .... SECURITYWIU f ... 

?* v" 5 A 9 ft °*°»<1 9 ea call window “ 

FAX: 310-539-5844 NO wopen toufree 


22825 Lockness Avenue • Torrance, CA 90! 

1 - 800 - 433-3726 

(US and Canada) 



Price Inquiries: latradeinq@aol.< 

































































































IF YOU’RE LOST, 

WE’LL HELP YOU FIND YOUR WAY. 

IF YOU KNOW YOUR WAY, 

THEN FEEL FREE TO LOSE YOURSELF. 


■ YES. 


I’D LIKE TO FIND MY WAY ON 
COMPUSERVE FOR FREE! 


GO INTERNET 

Direct internet Access and 24-hour 
Online Q & A from CompuServe. 

With instant Internet access and 
unrivaled support to help you 
navigate it, CompuServe has the 
answers to your Internet questions. 
Features like "What's Hot" to show 
you where to go and what to see. 
Or join one of our Internet Forums® 
and discuss the hottest sites. Then 
about the things 


Send me the free software with 10 free hours? 


Jor free software 
jstgive us a call, 
le right direction 


e to explore it. 


Address 


Day Phone 
#PC0 9/96 


State/Province 


Evening Phone 


Zip/Postal Code 

□ CD Rom □ Windows □ Mac 

CompuServe 

1 1.800.487.4838 


Serve* 

7.4838 


mmmm 

THE INTERNET © 

0 WEB NEWS 

INTERNET FORUMS 



























WE WILL TRY TO .MATCH OR BEAT ANY ADVERTISED PRICE. CALL FOR LATEST PRICING!! 


★ LIMITED QUANTITIES 


feM EMORY 

- 


IBM PS/ 1 , PS /2 MEMORY MODULES 
























































































IF YOU’RE LOST, 

WE'LL HELP YOU FIND YOUR WAY. 

IF YOU KNOW YOUR WAY, 

THEN FEEL FREE TO LOSE YOURSELF. 



a crrMPw ag mmm 



GO INTERNET 


Direct Internet Access and 24-hour 
Online Q & A from CompuServe. 

With instant Internet access and 
unrivaled support to help you 
navigate it, CompuServe has the 
answers to your Internet questions. 
Features like "What's Hot" to show 
you where to go and what to see. 
Or join one of our Internet Forums® 
and discuss the hottest sites. Then 
e-mail your friends about the things 
you've discovered. For free software 
and 10 free hours* just give us a call. 
We'll point you in the right direction 
then cut you loose to explore it. 

CompuServe 

1.800.487.4838 

www.compuserve.com 












System Shortlist 

^ Your guide to the top PC configurations 




AcmazPower133v 


Acma zPower Pro 200 
Advanced Logic Research 
ALR Optima DT 5133 
Evolution 5ST/166 
Evolution DualB/200 
Ama* Engineering Corp. 
Amax Pentium 133 
Amax Pentium 166 
Amax Pentium Pro 200 


Bravo LC 5133 
Bravo LC 5166 
Advantage 829 
Bravo MS-T 6200 

Austin Computer Systems 
PowerPlus 133 
PowerPlus 166 


P-133 Centurion 


P-200 Centurion Pro 
Canon Computer Systems 
Innova Media Tower Model MT 9330 
Innova Media Tower Model MT 9600 


ProLinea 5133 
ProLlnea 5166 
Deskpro XL6200M2100/PD 


Infinity PD5-133 
Infinity PD5-166 
Infinity PT5-A200 


Hyperspeed MPE6 Multimedia 

Multimedia Wide-SCSI Powerstation 


(800)230-2237 

$2,431 P133 16/256 1.26/IPE 8X 10/64 15" 

$3,529 P166 32/256 2.0/IQE 8X 2V/64 15" 

(800) 786-6888 

$1,895 P1 33 16/256 1.2/EIPE 6X ID/64 15" 

$2,195 PI 6 6 16/256 1.2/EIDE 6X ID/64 15" 

$3,295 Pro200 16/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 10/64 15" 

(800) 044-4267 

$2,399 PI 33 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 

$2,737 PI 66 16/256 1.6/EIPE 6X 2V/64 15" 

$4,174 Pr o200 32/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 4V/64 17" 

(800) 800-6328 

$1,799 P 133 16/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 20/64 15" 

$2,699 PI 66 16/256 2.0/EIDE 6X 2W/64 17" 

$3,299 Pro200 32/256 2.0/EIDE 8X 2W/64 17" 

(800) 876-4278 

$2,047 PI 33 16/256 1.2/IDE 6X 20/64 15" 

$2,397 P1 66 16/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 

$3,099 P200 16/256 2.0/IDE 8X 3D/64 15" 

$3,600 Pro2 00 32/256 2.5/EIOE 8X 2W/64 15” 

(800)338-1571 

$2,049 PI 33 16/256 1.6/IDE 8X 2D/64 15" 

$2,699 P166 16/256 2.0/IDE 8X 2V/64 17" 

$2,899 Pro200 16/256 1.2/EIDE 8X 2D/64 17" 

(800)531-7447 

$1,495 PI 33 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 

$1,995 PI 66 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 

$2,495 Pro2Q0 32/256 2.1/EIPE 8X 4W/64 17" 

(800)848-4123 

$2,259 PI 33 16/128 1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 17” 

$3,199 P 166 16/128 1.6/EIDE 6X 20/64 17" 

(800)345-1518 

$2,649 P133 16/256 2.0/IDE 4X 10/64 15" 

$3,249 PI 66 16/256 2.0/IOE 4X 2D/64 15" 

$5,949 Pro200 32/256 2.0/SCSI 4X 2W/64 15" 

(800)611-1555 

$1,424 PI 33 8/256 1.1/EIDE 4X ID/64 14" 

$1,694 PI 66 16/256 1.7/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 

$3,324 P2D0 32/512 2.5/EIOE 8X 4V/128 17" 

(800)969-2123 

$1 ,725 P133 16/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 

$1,995 P166 16/512 1.7/EIDE 8X 2D/64 15" 

$3,625 Pro200 32/512 2.0/SCSI 8X 2D/64 17" 



Familyl P133 


Cyrix 

Cyrix 6X86-P133 PC 

Cyrix 6x86-P166 PC 
Cyrix 6X86-P200 PC 
Data Storage Marketing 
DataStor P5-133 
DataStor P5-166 


Dimension PI 33t 
OptiPlex GXMT5166 
Dimension XPS 200s 
Dimension XPS Pro 200n 
Digital Equipment Corp. 
Venturis FX 5133 
Venturis FX 5166s 
Celebris XL 6200 


Step Premier P133 
Step Premier PI 66 
StepSP/Pro 200 

Gateway 2000 
Oateway P5-133 
Safeway P5-166 

Gateway P5-200 
Safeway 66-200 
Hewlett-Packard 
Vectra VL4 5/133 Model 1280 A 
Veotra VL4 5/166 MT Model 16: 
Vectra XU 6/200 Model 2000 


Orion Station 


PC 350 


Maximus Computers 
Magna Media 



(800) 443-9868 


$1,349 PI 33 8/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 20/64 15" 

$1,899 PI 66 16/512 2.0/EIDE 8X 2D/64 17" 

(800) 340-7501 _ 

$1,999 C133 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 

$2,499 C166 16/256 2.5/EIDE 8X 2W/64 15" 

$2,699 C 200 16/256 2.5/EIDE 8X 2W/64 15" 

(800) 543-6098, ext. 2051 

$1,899 P I 33 16/256 1.1/EIDE 6X 20/64 15" 

$2,599 P I 66 16/256 1.6/EIDE 8X 2D/64 17" 

$4,350 Pro200 32/256 2.1/ATA-2 8X 20/64 17" 

(800) 695-5059 

$1,799 PI 33 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 

$3,513 P166 16/256 2.0/EIDE 8X 2V/64 17" 

$2,849 P200 32/512 2.5/EIDE 8X 2V/64 17" 

$3,029 Pro2 0Q 32/256 2.5/EIDE 8X 2V/64 17" 

(800) 344-4825 

$2,451 P I 33 16/256 1.6/IDE 6X ID/64 15" 

$2,852 P166 16/256 1.6/IDE 6X 10/64 15" 

$7,464 P ro200 32/256 2.0/SCSI 4X 2D/64 17“ 

(800)383-7391 _ 

$2,395 PI 3 3 16/256 1.2/EIDE 6X 2W/64 15" 

$3,995 PI 66 16/512 2.0/SCSI 6X 4W/64 17" 

$4,395 Pro200 32/256 2.0/SCSI 6X 4W/64 17” 

(888) 888-2008 

$1,899 P 133 16/256 1.6/IDE 8X 20/64 15" 

$2,699 PI 66 32/256 2.5/IDE 8X 20/64 17" 

$2,799 P200 32/256 3.2/IDE 8X 2D/64 17" 

$3,699 P ro200 32/256 2.0/SCSI 4X 4W/64 17" 

(800) 533-1333 

$2,968 PI 33 16/256 1.08/IPE 4X 2W/64 15" 

$3,319 P1 66 16/256 1.28/IDE 4X 2W/64 15" 

$6,145 Prn200 32/256 2.0/SCSI 4X 2W/64 15" 

(800)827-5836 _ 

$1,579 P13 3 16/256 1.2/IDE 6X 10/64 15" 

$2,559 PI 6 6 16/256 2.5/EIDE 6X 2W/64 17" 

$3,699 Pro200 32/256 2.0/SCSI 6X 2W/64 17“ 

(800) 426-4968 

$2,644 P I 33 16/256 1.2/IDE 4X 1V/64 15" 

$3,469 PI 66 16/256 1.6/IDE 6X 2V/64 17" 

$4,073 Pro200 32/512 1.6/IDE 6X 2V/64 17" 

(800) 962-2888 

$1,629 P133 16/256 1.6/EIDE 6X 2D/64 15" 


•ESTIMATED STREET PRICE. 
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Looking to buy a PC? Start with PC Computing’s guide to the most popular 
Pentium, Cyrix 6x86, and Pentium Pro configurations from today’s top 
system makers. For up-to-the-minute pricing and product information 
plus online links to all these companies, check out PC Computing’s Web 
site at WWW.pccomputing.com. Compiled by Kedren Dillard 


HJf IMA 


Millennia Plus Pro 200 


MidWest Micro 


MidWest Micro P5/133 


MidWest Micro P5/166 


[Micro Office Pro 200 


NEC Technologies 


Packard Bell Platinum PC 


Polywell Computers 


) Pro200 32/512 4.0/SCSI 


2/256 2.4/IDE 


2/256 2.0/SCSI 


6/256 2.5/EIDE 


6/512 2.5/EIDE 


Pro200 64/256 4.0/SCSI 


(800) 733-5858 


$2,949 PI 66 24/256 2.0/IDE 


6/256 1.2/EIDE 


P200 32/512 2.1/EIDE 


Pro200 32/256 2.1/EIDE 


(800) 848-8777 


$1,489 PI 33 8/256 1.2/EIDE 


$1,899 PI 66 16/256 1.6/EIDE 


I Pro200 16/256 1.6/EIDE 


(800)787-8686 


I PI 33 16/512 1.6/EIDE 


PI 66 32/512 2.5/EIDE 


I P200 32/512 2.5/GB 


fUL 




i is? 4 

IMA 


’erformance Pro 200 MHz 


Thunderbolt Corporate/T6 


US Computer Direct 


Z-Station GT 500 Series 


Z-Station GT 500 Series 


Z-Station GT 500 Series 



I Pro200 32/512 4.0/SCSI 


16/512 2.1/IDE 


$5,186 P200 16/512 2.1/IDE 


$6,142 Pro200 32/512 


(800) 554-6743 


$1,799 PI 33 16/256 


$2,499 PI 66 16/256 2.5/EIDE 


I P200 32/512 2.5/EIDE 


I Pro200 32/256 2.5/EIDE 


$1,525 PI 33 16/256 


$3,595 PI 66 16/256 4.3/SCSI 


$4,295 Pro200 32/512 


Tri-Star Computer Corp. 


$1,595 PI 33 16/256 1.2/EIDE 


> Pro200 32/256 2.1/EIDE 


(800) 787-4947, ex 


6/256 1.6/EIDE 


6/512 1.7/EIDE 


(800) 582-0524 


6/256 2.5/EIDE 


6/256 1.6/EIDE 8X 1SG/64 


2.1/EIDE 8X 2SG/64 


Want more details? Visit PC Computing’s 
Web site at www.pccomputing.com to 
get the latest prices and configurations. 
You’ll also find live links to these 
companies’ home pages. 


PUTING.COM 




































































































UNBELIEVABLE 
PRICES ON TOSHIBA 
Toshiba 
Refurbish 

Satemt^OO/11^ 

■ Pentium 75 &100MHz processors 

■ Up to 11.3" Dual Scan and Active Matrix displays 
J| Built-in AC adapter 

P Fast system performance with EDO RAM memory | 


Pentium 75 10.4” Dual Stan 8/504MB S1799 

Pentium 100 11.3” Dual Scon SVGA 8/772MB 2299 

Pentium 100 11.3” Active SVGA 8/772MB 2799 

Tecra 500 

■ Pentium 120MHz processor 

■ Built-in 6X CD-ROM drive (500CDT model only) 

■ 16MB EDO RAM memory 

■ 12.1" Super VGA displays 


Processor Screen RAM/HD Price 


Pentium 120 12.1" Dual Scan SVGA 16MB/1,3GB $3999 
Pentium 120 12.1" Active SVGA 16MB/1.3GB 4999* 
* Features 6X CD-ROM drive 


Monte Carlo 


Monte Carlo 


8/810MB 
8/810MB 
8/810MB 
16MB/1GB 
16MB/1GB 
16MB/1GB 
16MB/1GB 
16MB/1GB 
16MB/1GB 


Montego 

■ 4.9 lb weight 

■ EDO RAM memory 

■ Built-in 16-bit SoundBlaster compatible audio 

■ 100MHz Pentium processor 
“ Features 28.8 fax/modem 


Pentium 100 10.4" Active SVGA 8MB/1GB $2999 

51996 PCs Comoleat. All prices and specifications subject to change and do not I 


« 

■ Up to 133MHz Pentium processors 

■ Up to 11.3" Super VGA displays 

■ Built-in 16-bit SoundBlaster audio 

■ Only 1.7" thick and 5.9 lbs 

a^s^Lre^the^sol^property^ifmeir res^ctbre e ownei 


Pentium 100 11.3” Active SVGA 
Pentium 100 11.3" Active SVGA 
Pentium 100 11.3" Active SVGA 
Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 
Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 
Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 
Pentium 133 12.1" Active SVGA 
Pentium 133 12.1 "Active SVGA 
Pentium 133 12.1" Active SVGA 
* Features 28.8 fax/modem 
t Features Windows for Workgroups OR Windows 95 

Milan 


Pentium 100 10.4" Dual Scan SVGA 8/810MB 

PentiumlOO 10.4" Dual Scan SVGA 8/810MB 

Pentium 100 10.4" Dual Scan SVGA 8/810MB 

PentiumlOO 10.4" Active SVGA 8/810M8 

PentiumlOO 10.4" Active SVGA 

PentiumlOO 10.4” Active SVGA 

Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 

Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 

Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 

Pentium 133 11.3" Active SVGA 

Pentium 133 11.3” Active SVGA 

Pentium 133 11.3" Active SVGA 

‘Features 28.8 fox/modem 
t Features Windows for Workgroups OR Windows 95 


8/810MB 
8/810MB 
8MB/1.2GB 
8MB/1.2GB 
8MB/1.2GB . 

16MB/1.2GB 42991 
16MB/1.2GB 4299 
16MB/1.2GB 4449* 


35991 
3599 
3749* 


f -t n# g rOMDI EAT W m Lowest Price r3 °Day Money Free Tedi Free Software Free 
ai ■ VS VwlYlrfcEMI P Guarantee Back Guarantee Support Installation Configuration 


Port6g6 610/650 

■ Up to 133MHz processors 

■ Built-in 28.8 fax/modem (650 model only) 

~t l6-bit, SoundBlaster compatible audio 
“ ” to 11.3" Active Matrix displays 


Pentium 90 9.5" Active 8/720MB $3139 

Pentium 133 11.3" Active SVGA 16MB/1.2GB 4499* 

‘Features 28.8 fax/modem 


TOSHIBA 


the Tecra 726] L 
nothing short of 
stunning” 

-Windows, June 


Tecra 720 

■ Pentium 133MHz processor 

■ Built-in 28.8 fax/modem 

■ Built-in 6X CD-ROM drive 
Optional DeskStation capabilities 


Pentium 133 12.1“ActiveSVGA 16MB/1.1GB $6299 

Satellite Pro 420 

■ Built-in 6X CD-ROM drive 

■ Pentium 100MHz processor 

4 11.3" Dual Scan & Active Matrix displays 
I Built-in SoundBlaster Pro compatible audio 


PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scon SVGA 8/772MB $2999 
PentiumlOO 11.3" Active SVGA 8MB/1.2GB 3899 

























rnurn/in Compaq Armada 

LUP7HALL 



LTE 5000 Series 


Pentium 100 10.4" Dual Scan 8/810MB 

Pentium 100 10.4" Active 8/810MB 

Pentium 100 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8/810MB 

Pentium 100 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8/810MB 

Pentium 120 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 16MB/1.1GB 

Pentium 120 11.8" Active SVGA 16/810MB 

Pentium 133 11.8" Active SVGA 16MB/1.1GB 

‘Features built-in audio 
t Includes 4X CD-ROM drive 


Pentium 75 10.4" Dual Scon 8/510MB $2830 

Pentium 75 11.3" Dual Scan 8/810MB 3210 

Pentium 75 10.4"Active 8/810MB 3399 

Pentium 120 10.4" Active 8MB/1,35GB 4720 

PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scon SVGA 8/810MB 3059 

Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 16MB/1.35GB 5099 

Pentium 120 10.4" Active SVGA 16/810MB 3999 

Pentium 133 12.1" Active SVGA 16MB/1.35GB 5669 

Pentium 133 12.1 "Active SVGA 16MB/2.2GB 6299 



irt 5000 Series 


PentiumlOO 10.4" Dual Scan SVGA 8/810MB $ 
PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8/81OMB 

4AEV /vk PentiumlOO 11.3 Active SVGA 8/810MB 

ThinkPad J05A/AD Pentium 120 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8MB/1.1GB 

■ Pentium 100 & 120MHz processors Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 8MB/1.1GB ! 

?“%L n ftCMOMdriye (365XD) *ThinkPad®indudes built-in 4XCD-ROM drive 


ThinkPad 8 560 

■ Only 4.11bs and 1.2" thick! 

■ Up to 133MHz Pentium processors 

■ 11.3" & 12.1" SVGA displays 
I Built-in 16-bit SpundBlaster compatible audio 


I 10.4" & 11.3" SVGA displays 


I Infrared port for wireless comn 
I External floppy drive (365XD) 


Coll about ThinkPad® 
760 Models! 


PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8/810MB $2699 
Pentium 120 12.1" Active SVGA 8/810MB 3749 
Pentium 133 12.1" Active SVGA 8MB/1.1GB 4199 




Hitachi C™ Series 

■ Built-in 28.8 data/fax/modem 

■ i Jp to 11.8” Super VGA displays 

■ Only 1.6" thick and 5.3 lbs. 


nSWHWBItraiBBMr?.! '.H ! 1 M W9* 

Pentium 100 

10.4" Active SVGA 

8/720MB 

$3199 

PentiumlOO 

10.4" Active SVGA 

8/720MB 

3199* 

Pentium 120 

11.8" Active SVGA 

8MB/1GB 

4159 

Pentium 120 

* FfintiirfK Win 

11.8" Active SVGA 

irinwc fnr WnrknmntK 

8MB/1GB 

4159* 


Hitachi M™ Series 


00 0.4" Active SVGA 8/720MB 

00 0.4" Active SVGA 8/720MB wr 

“ ’.8" Active SVGA 16MB/1GB 4999 

. .8" Active SVGA 16MB/1GB 4999" 

1.8" Active SVGA 16MB/1GB 5499 

1.8" Active SVGA 16MB/1GB 5499" 


* Features Windows for Workgroups 



More Brand Names, Peripherals and Software 
available. If you don't see it, CALL! , 


International: 508-624-6400 
Email: sales@pcscompleat.com 
Visit us at www.pcscompleat.com 
>en 24 Hours weekdays. 8am-8pm weekem 


800 - 298-3108 





































AST Ascentia P 

■ Pentium 100MHz and 133MHz processors 

■ Standard SmartBay - swap 4X CD-ROM, 

’ r " a —or optional 2nd battery 

Scan & Active Matrix displays with 
_solution 

800MB & 1.2GB remove__ 

Built-in SoundBlaster 16 Vibra chipset 


Pentium 100 11.3" Dual Stan SVGA 8/800MB $3299 

PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8MB/1,2GB 3779 

Pentium 133 11.3" Active SVGA 8/800MB 4249 

Pentium 133 11.3" Active SVGA 8MB/1.2GB 4729 


Pentium 75 10.4" Dual Scan SVGA 8/500MB $1969 

Pentium 75 10.4” Dual Scan SVGA 8/800MB 2159 

PentiumlOO 10.4" Dual Scan SVGA 8/800MB 2349 

PentiumlOO 10.4" Active Matrix SVGA 8/800MB 2839 

Pentium 133 10.4” Active Matrix SVGA 8/800MB 3299 


Digital HiNote VP 


PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8/810MB $2099 
PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8/810MB 2099* 

Pentium 120 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8MB/1GB 2449 

Pentium 120 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8MB/1GB 2449 * 

Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 8MB/1GB 2939 

Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 8MB/1GB 2939* 

* Features Windows for Workgroups 


I Up to 150MHz Pentium processors 
I Only 1.2" thick and 4.0 lbs. 

I 11.3“ Super VGA, Active Matrix displays 
I 16MB of RAM memory 



All New Digital Models 


Sharp PC-3000/9000 Series 

■ GlidePoint™ pointer - the latest technology, the easiest to use 

■ Built-in 4X or 6X CD-ROM drives (selected models) 

■ 32-bit PCI Local bus graphics 

■ Built-in 16-bit SoundBlaster compatible sound, microphone & 


Pentium 133 11.3" Active SVGA 16MB/1,35GB $4499 
Pentium 133 11.3" Active SVGA 16MB/1,35GB 4499 * 

Pentium 133 11.3” Active SVGA 16MB/1,35GB 4699 1 Digital i 

Pentium 150 11.3" Active SVGA 16MB/1.35GB 4799 

I Pentium 150 11.3" Active SVGA 16MB/1.44GB 4799 * * Feotures Windows for Workgroups 

| Pentium 150 11.3" Active SVGA 16MB/1.44GB ,4999 | Features Windows HI 


igital Ultra II with 



PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 

PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 

PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 

Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 

Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 

Pentium 133 12.1" Active SVGA 



* Includes built-in sound system 
t Includes built-in 4X CD-ROM drive 
ft Includes built-in 6X CD-ROM drive 



PentiumlOO 11.3" Dual Scan SVGA 8MB/1.3GB 

PentiumlOO 10.4" Active SVGA 8MB/1.3GB 

Pentium 120 11.3" Active SVGA 8MB/1.3GB 

Pentium 133 118” Active SVGA 16MB/1,3GB 


—m. w#- HAMM EATV Lowest Price 30-Day Money Free Tech Free Software y Free 
QT rV5 WliIrfcBMI ^ Guarantee Back Guarantee Support Installation Configure 































IBM Aptiva 

I 8X CD-ROM drive 

I 28.8 data/fax/voice modem with telephony 
I MPEG support with full motion video 
I 16-bit WaveTable 3-D Surround Sound 
I Comes with 40 software titles 
I Up to 200MHz Pentium processors 



entium 120 

16MB/1.6GB 

8X 

$1969 

entium 133 

16MB/1.6GB 

8X 

1999 

entium 166 

16MB/2.0GB 

8X 

2449 

entium 200 

16MB/2.5GB 

8X 

2899 

entium 200 

32MB/3.2GB 

8X 

3299 


IBM Aptiva Multimedia 


Circle 198 on reader service cord. 


lore Brand Names, Peripherals and Software 
available. If you don't see it, CALL! 


International: 508-624-6400 
Email: sales@pcscompleat.com 
Visit us at www.pcscomaleat.com 
ten 24 Hours weekdays. 8am-8pm weekenc 


800 - 298-3108 
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The demand for computer programmers will double by the year 2005 ... 


Train now for a high-paying 
career as a computer r 
programmer! 


Only NRI at-home training gives you in- 
demand programming skills in three of 
today’s hottest computer languages: BASIC, 
C, and Visual Basic. 

Plus, you now train with and keep 
state-of-the-art programming tools: a 
Pentium 100 multimedia computer system, 
Visual Basic, Windows 95, and more! 


Prepare for today’s newest 
programming opportunities 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics forecasts that 
job opportunities for computer programmers 
will increase much faster than the average 
over the next 10 years, with as many as 
40,000 new jobs opening up by 2005. 


experience as you master today’s most 
popular languages and programming 
environments. Step by step, you learn to 
create the kinds of full-featured, powerful 
programs today’s employers and clients 
demand: 


Best of all, you master these important 
languages on the most powerful computer 
system available from any school-and it’s 
yours to keep! 

Send for your FREE catalog today! 


Now, with NRI, you can get the new 
skills you need to build a top-paying career 
— even a full- or part-time business of your 
own — in this high-growth field. 

No experience needed — 
NRI’s Discovery Learning Method 
builds your programming skills 
step by step 

With NRI’s unique Discovery Learning 


• You start with BASIC, building your 
confidence enough to create and modify 
several programs of your own. 

• You move on to master C. a sophisticated 
language that’s become the programming tool 
of choice for a variety of applications. 

• You’re then ready to explore Visual Basic. 

a high-level, object-oriented language 
designed specifically for creating programs in 


See how NRI can give you the programming 
skills, the full-featured computer system, 
and the state-of-the-art software you need to 
get started in this top-paying field. Call or 
send for your free catalog today! 

If the coupon is missing, write to us at 
NRI Schools, 4401 Connecticut Avenue, 

NW, Washington, DC 20008. Or... 

CALL 1-800-321-4634, Ext. 1957 


FOR FREE NRI CATALOG 


Rfschools 

"t Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 
FREE catalog only 
'ER PROGRAMMING 

atlons Specialist 
gramming In C ++ 
ig with Windows NT 
puter Servicing 
ublishingwith PageMaker 
ng& Accounting 
ia Programming 



rhe McGraw -Hill Companies 
stance Education & Training Council 5408-099^ 
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The demand for computer programmers will double by the year 2005... 

Train now for a high-paying 
career as a computer ■ 
programmer! 


Only NRI at-home training gives you in- 
demand programming skills in three of 
today’s hottest computer languages: BASIC, 
C, and Visual Basic. 

Plus, you now train with and keep 
state-of-the-art programming tools: a 
Pentium 100 multimedia computer system, 
Visual Basic, Windows 95, and more! 

Prepare for today’s newest 
programming opportunities 

The Bureau of Labor Statistics forecasts that 
job opportunities for computer programmers 
will increase much faster than die average 
over the next 10 years, with as many as 
40,000 new jobs opening up by 2005. 


experience as you master today’s most 
popular languages and programming 
environments. Step by step, you learn to 
create the kinds of full-featured, powerful 
programs today’s employers and clients 
demand: 


Best of all, you master these important 
languages on the most powerful computer 
system available from any school-and it’s 
yours to keep! 

Send for your FREE catalog today! 


Now, with NRI, you can get the new 
skills you need to build a top-paying career 
— even a full- or part-time business of your 
own — in this high-growth field. 

No experience needed — 
NRI’s Discovery Learning Method 
builds your programming skills 
step by step 

With NRI’s unique Discovery Learning 
Method, you get hands-on programming 


• You start with BASIC, building your 
confidence enough to create and modify 
several programs of your own. 

• You move on to master C. a sophisticated 
language that’s become the programming tool 
of choice for a variety of applications. 

• You’re then ready to explore Visual Basic. 

a high-level, object-oriented language 
designed specifically for creating programs in 
a Windows 95 environment. 


See how NRI can give you the programming 
skills, the full-featured computer system, 
and the state-of-the-art software you need to 
get started in this top-paying field. Call or 
send for your free catalog today! 

If the coupon is missing, write to us at 
NRI Schools, 4401 Connecticut Avenue, 

NW, Washington, DC 20008. Or... 

CALL 1-800-321-4634, Ext. 1957 


SEND TODAY FOR FREE NRI CATALOG 


^N^^RFschools 

4401 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20008 
^Check one FREE catalog only 

□ COMPUTER PROGRAMMING 

□ PC Applications Specialist 

□ Visual Programming in C ++ 

□ Networking with Windows NT 

□ Microcomputer Servicing 

□ Desktop Publishing with PageMaker 

□ Bookkeeping & Accounting 

□ Multimedia Programming 


□ NEW! Associate Degree in Accounting 

□ NEW! Associate Degree in 

Business Management _ 


Name_Age 

(please print) 

City_ 

State/Zip_ 

gg 

A Division ofTheMcGraw HiU Companies 
Accredited Member, Distance Education & Training Coundl 5408-09961 


More equipment, more advanced software, and more 
real-world programming experience 
than any other school! \ ^ 1 NEW! 

wmmmnm 1 Internet 


• Pentium 100 computer 

• 8 meg RAM and 256K cache memory 

• 1 gigabyte hard drive 

• Super VGA color monitor with 
1 meg video memory 

» Quad-speed CD-ROM drive and 16-bit 
sound card 


• 28,800 baud fax/modem, plus 
10 free hours of America Online 

• Netscape Navigator™ Web browser 

• BASIC interpreter 

• Power C and Visual Basic compilers 
» Windows 95 























COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 


DISCOVER 
FOR EVERY PC'S 


FREE! ^ 

Look Your Best Color Pak 
A $249 value!* 































SOLUTIONS 
NEED AT CDW ! 



from CD WV 


COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 





































COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE'” 



NetWare V4.1 

The only network ready for tomorrow, 
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CDW sells for less and services you better!' 

1 800-886-4239(4cdwj 

Call 

W fora 
j FREE CDW® 


COMPUTER DISCOUNT WAREHOUSE 




























Call today for free catalog 


♦ Print servers 

♦ Data switches 

♦ Keyboard/video control 


800 - 333-9343 


P.O. Box 742571 ♦ Houston, Texas 77274 
TEL 713/933-7673 ♦ FAX 713/933-0044 


Streamline your computer room by reducing excess equipment. 
Access up to 256 CPU’s from a single keyboard, monitor, and 
mouse. ServeView is our best-selling switch, has every feature 
you can imagine, and installs in minutes. Compare price, fea¬ 
tures, performance, quality, and support and you’ll find Rose 


can’t be beat. 

Call us to discuss your application 
or to receive your free information kit. 


i|jVROSE 

►^ELECTRONICS 


Circle 107 on reader service cord. 


SMART FAX MODEM? 

Yes, a fax modem that works with your PC off!! 


Introducing The Fax Modem That Stands Alone... 

The FutureFax 144 


Advanced Multi-function Fax System 
for DOS, Windows & Networks 


E3 

I 


I ADVAMCW JMAgf 


0 Send/Receive Faxes With Your PC Turned Off! 
0 Print Plain Paper Faxes Directly To Your Printer 
and save hundreds of $ on thermal paper. 


0 Stores Faxes In Memory 0 Send Faxes with any Scanner 

0 View Faxes Before Printing 0 V.42, MNP Data Modem 
0 Forward to Remote Location 0 Up to 32MB of Memory 
0 Comes With FREE Software 0 AC or Battery Operation 
0 Supports CAS Applications 0 And Much, Much More! ! 


Call our 24 Hour 1_888-GET-FAX4 

Fax-On-Demand System 
for FREE Information. mSSm Ctr 

A Advanced Image Communications 

3343 Vincknt Rd. #D Pleasant Hiu., CA 94523 FAX 1-510-947-1900 


Circle 115 on reader service card. 


“YOUR FREE RUILETIN 
ROARD SYSTEM 
KNOCKED MY 
SOCKS OFF’ 

We’re not surprised. When people 
discover that our Consumer 
Information Catalog and more than 
250 federal publications are online, 
they’re so thrilled their toes tingle. 

Use your communications software 
to dial (202) 208-7679. Or, e-mail 
the message “SEND INFO” to 
cic.info@pueblo.gsa.gov for Internet 
directions. 



A public service of this publication and the 
Consumer Information Center of the U.S. 
General ServicesAdministration 


unl 




































DESKTOP COMPUTER MEMORY 


MEMORY UPGRADES 

■ DISCOUNT PRICES ■ FREE SUPPORT FOR FSI CUSTOMERS ■ CORPORATE PO'S WELCOME |*H II ,' FoV, 

■ HUGE SELECTION ■ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED ■ GOVERNMENT & Ml-1 |‘ 

■ OVERNIGHT DELIVERY ■ NO SURCHARGE ON CREDIT CARDS EDUCATIONAL PRICING ■ a.»J 

Always your best buy on the widest selection of memory upgrades! 

■ 

DG4.L IBM. AST BOSQGB 

ay =^rrz:: 

“ Wh]J% Hewlett Packard Bell. 
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The Vision 



AUSTIN 


Austin’s Global Reach: 
The World According to IPC 

Austin is a division of IPC 
Technologies. When you call Austin, 
you’re tapping into the many benefits 
of a diversified global organization 
with interests in notebook PCs, 
desktop systems, and departmental 
servers. As your company’s needs 
expand and evolve, you can rely on 
Austin's global perspective and 
14 years of 
experience to 
deliver an 




A Critical Eye 

Austin projects eye-catching confidence with 
a comprehensive product line that includes 

high-end notebooks, reliable desktop 
systems, and bullet-proof departmental 
servers. We invite closer scrutiny, because all 
Austin systems are configured for performance 
and priced for value. And each machine is 
backed by superior service and support. 

Make contact with Austin. 


Austin’s Family of Products 

• Austin Edge™ Series Notebook Systems: 
Includes Intel’S 430MX 1 ™PCI Set and 
support for internal CD-ROM 

• Austin PowerPLUSDesktop Systems: 
Our profilefor successfeatures Pentium * 
and Pentium Pro technology and custom 
configuration options 

• Austin Affinity m Departmental Servers: 
Quad Pentium Pro processors with 

12 hot-swap drive bays and enhanced 
cooling for mission-critical reliability 


l lPCComputingl l 

iSmaS 


Our Mission: Absolute 
Customer Satisfaction 

Quality is our watchword, and our mission is 
absolute customer satisfaction. We're certain 
that our personal attention and higher level 
of craftsmanship will make the difference for 
you. Austin is proven in the PC industry — 
we've won the 5-Star Service Award 
from PC Computing and the Industry 
Information Technology Award from 
Government Computer News. Call now and 
put Austin's commitment to work for you. 
Seeing is Believing. 



Driven to Perfection! 


TO ORDER CALL: 

800 - 268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
GSA# G500K94AGS5201 
http://www.austindirect.com 
Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 













Notebook Solutions 




Austin Edge Duet " 
Standard Features: 
Base Unit: 

Intel 430MX PCI Set 
256KPipeline Burst 12 Cache 
3.5" Diskette Drive, (Use external 
with Base Unit or mount in Docking Station) 
28.8 Fax/Modem w/Speakerphone 
16-Bit Stereo Business Audio, 
Built-in Mic, Speaker & External Lme-WOut 
Uthium-Ion Battery 
Integrated Glide Poinf Mouse 
Base System Weight with Battery: 4 .7 lbs. 
Win ‘95 Plug n’Play BIOS and 
Windows’ 95 Pre-Installed 

Portable Docking Station: 

6X CD-ROM Drive 
Feature Bay for 3.5" Diskette Drive 
Built-In lOBase-TEthernet 
Retractable Stereo Speakers w/ Subwoofer 
Serial, Parallel PS/2 Mouse, PS/2 Keyboard, 
Une-In/Out, MIC, Joystick/MIDI Ports 
Docking Station Weight: 2.0 lbs. 

Austin Edge CD Notebook 
Standard Features: 

Intel 430MX PCI Set 
Internal 35" Removable Diskette Drive, 
(Swappable w/ 2nd Battery or 6X CD-ROM) 
256K Pipeline Burst 12 Cache 
16-Bit Stereo Business Audio, 
Built-in Mic, Speakers & External Line-In/Oul 
Uthium-Ion Battery 
28.8 Fax/Modem w! Speakerphone 
Integrated Glide Poinf Mouse 
Weight with Battery: 6.8 lbs. 
Win 95 Plug n’ Play BIOS and 
Windows’ 95 Pre-Installed 


$ 4,079 


Take a Second Look 

Austin notebooks are second nature for our 
demanding customers who work hard and 
travel light. Now the Austin Edge Duet, 
with its network-ready docking station, high- 
capacity hard drive, and knock-em-dead 
display, does double duty as a full-featured 
desktop computer. 

Double Life 

You need the high-profile presence of the 
Edge Duet portable multimedia system, 
with 6X CD ROM drive, for high-impact 
presentations. Now you have the added 
convenience of a notebook that simply plugs 
into a docking station and works a double 
shift as your primary PC. 


Austin Edge CD - 133 

133MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
11.3" TFT800x600 Color Display 


1.35GB Hard Drive 

32-Bit PCI Windows Video Accelerator-2MB 
6X CD-ROM Drive (n ^ 

Business Lease: $139 / month 

$ 3,959 



pentium; 



Driven to Perfection! 


TO ORDER CALL: 


800 - 268-0494 


2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
GSA# GS00K94AGS5201 
http://www.austindirect.com 
Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 













Desktop Solutions 


20/201 

AUSTIN POWER PERFORMERS 



Austin PowerPLUS 133 

133MHz Intel Pentium Processor 
16MB EDO RAM (expandable to 128MB) 
1.2GB Enhanced IDE Hard Drive 
64-Bit PCI Video Accelerator - 2MB DRAM 
8X IDE CD-ROM Drive, 16-Bit Audio, 

40WStereo Speakers 
15" ,28mm N1 SVGA Monitor 
101-Key Keyboard & MS Mouse 
Business Lease: $75/ month 

$ 1,999 


Energy-Star Compliant 
One-Year On-Site Service 





Upgrade to PowerPLUS 150 - add $150 


Austin Elan Workstation 
Standard Features: 

Intel 440FX PCI Set 
180- or 200 MHz 
Intel Pentium Pro Processor 
256to 512KL2 Pipeline Burst Cache 
3.5* 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
Mid-lbwerM Chassis 
Win ‘95 Keyboard G MS Mouse 
Energy-Star Compliant 
Windows 95 Pre-Installed 
Three-Year Parts & Labor Warranty 
One-Year On-Site Service 



1 0494 1 pentium; 


See the Difference 

Call Austin and experience our attention to 
detail and fast response. Expect Custom 
Configuration and Quick-Ship promptness 
without extra charges. With Austin, we build 
reliable computers and we stand behind every 
system we ship. 

A Vision of Your Success 

Each Austin desktop gives you a selection 
of innovative features, like the 180MHz 
Pentium Pro processor and 64-bit PCI 
acceleration with 2MB of VRAM, as well 
as an 8X CD-ROM and 16-bit Audio Card 
Of course, Windows 95 is preinstalled, and 
optional hard-drive capacity ranges up to 4GB. 


Austin Elan Workstation 180 

180MHz Intel Pentium Pro Processor 
16MB EDO RAM (expandable to 128MB) 
2.5GB Enhanced IDE Hard Drive 
64-Bit PCI Video Accelerator - 2MB VRAM 
8K IDE CD-ROM Drive, 16-Bit Audio, 

40WStereo Speakers 
15" .28mm NISVGA Monitor 
Business Lease: $93/ month 

$ 2,489 

Upgrade to Pentium Pro 200 - add $100 
Upgrade to Windows NT3.51 Workstation - 

add $275 


"Visit Austin on 
the Worldwide 
Web and win the 
Ultimate PC." 

Actor James Doohan 

as seen In Austin 
ads on CNN 

httptllwww. austindirect. com 
















Server Solutions 


VISION 

AUSTIN DEPARTMENTAL SERVERS 




Intel 440FX PCI Set 
256KL2 Cache 
6X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
16-Bit Video 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
lOBase-T PCI Network Adapter 
4 ISA, 4 PQ, and 1 Shared Expansion Slot 
Ibwer Chassis (26"Hx 10" Wx25.5"D) 
300WPower Supply 
101-Key Keyboard 
Three-Year Parts & Labor Warranty 
One-Year On-Site Service 


Intel 450GXPQ Sri 
Affinity XE-.512KL2 Cache 
Affinity HE Pro: 256Kor512Kl2 Cache 
Mylex orAMIPQ RAID Controller 
6X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
16-Bit Video 
100Base-T PCI Network Adapter 



. and other rauntnes. All ottempany earns an^pr^dsaret^ 


Austin Affinity XR-Pro 150 

150MHz Intel Pentium Pro Processor 
16MB RAM-Expandable to 512MB 
2GB Hot-Swcppable Fast & Wide SO. 
Hard Drive - Expandable to 24GB 
Business Lease: $175/month 

$ 4,995 

; Austin Affinity XE-150 

* 150MHz Dual Pentium Processor 
H 64MB RAM - Expandable to 512MB 


Affinity XE Pm: 4 EISA, 6 PCI Expansion Mots 
Ibwer Chassis (26"Hx 10" Wx25.5"D) 
500W Power Supply 
101-Key Keyboard 
Three-Year Parts & Labor Warranty 
One-Year On-Site Service 
Mylex or AMI Array Management Software 
and Austin’s Novell NetWare Management 
Software Pre-Installed 


Look to the Future 

Your Austin Affinity arrives ready for work, 
designed for easy installation and mission 
critical reliability. Whether you start with 
a single processor or take advantage of 
the first-to-market quad Pentium Pro 
configuration, every Affinity is designed to 
accommodate increasing demands. The 
top-of-the-line Affinity XE Pro offers four 
EISA and six PCI expansion slots for maximum 
expandability to manage your network growth. 

Site Plan for Success 

Austin Affinity. It means a compelling 
combination of raw processing power and 
easy-to-manage networking resources. 

Install up to 12 hot-swappable hard drives, 
each with 2GB or 4GB capacity. And simplify 
network administration with preinstalled 
Austin Server Management 
software and Array 
Management software. 

'' ins' 

PENTIUM.PRO 


Business Lease: $334 / month 

| $ 9,995 

Austin Affinity XE-Pro 

200MHz Dual Pentium Pro Processor 
128MB RAM - Expandable to 1GB 


5-2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide SCA 


ft 


m . 


Business Lease: $618 / month 

$ 18,495 


Maximize Affinity XE reliability 
with hot-swap redundant power 
supply upgrade - $995 


Driven to Perfection! 

TO ORDER CALL: 

800 - 268-0494 

2121 Energy Drive, Austin, Texas 78758 
512-339-3500 • FAX 512-454-1357 
GSA# GS00K94AGS5201 
http://www.austindirect.com 
Government Sales: 800-833-4472 
Fortune 1000 Sales: 800-622-5506 
Canadian Sales: 800-338-1565 

International Sales: 512-339-3547 
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ONLY $ 4.95 
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Server Solutions 




AUSTIN DEPARTMENTAL SERVERS 


Austin Affinity XR-Pro Server 
Standard Features: 

Intel 440FX PCI Set 
256KL2 Cache 
6X SCSI CD-ROM Drive 
16-Bit Video 
3.5" 1.44MB Diskette Drive 
lOBase-TPCI Network Adapter 
4 ISA, 4 PCI, and 1 Shared Expansion Slot 
Ibwer Chassis (26"Hx 10" Wx25.5"D) 
_ 300W Power Supply 



Austin Affinity XR-Pro 150 

150MHz Intel Pentium Pro Processor 
16MB RAM - Expandable to 512MB 
2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide SCA 
Hard Drive - Expandable to 24GB 
Business Lease: $175/month 

$ 4,995 

Austin Affinity XE-l50 

150MHz Dual Pentium Processor 
64MB RAM - Expandable to 512MB 

3 2GB Hot-Swappable Fast & Wide SCA 
-tw /wt- In Aar.R 
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FOR BUSY PEOPLE! 
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0501831 S3295 
Hardcover 


8821 IPX $2295 


Internet 


The McGraw-Hill 


ILLUSTRATED 


DICTIONARY OF 


TAKE ANY5 BOOKS 

ONLY $ 4.95 


Plus 1 Book FREE upon 
prepayment when you join 

THE COMPUTER 
BOOKCLUB ® 


486/486PX 


mm \9 
IDE UIEB 
EXPLORER || 


^ 5 a The Computer Book dub ...you'll enjoy receiving Club bulletins every 3-4 weeks containing 

exciting offers on the latest books in the field at savings of up to 50% off of regular publishers' prices. If you want the Main 
selection do nothing and it will be shipped automatically. If you want another book, or no book at all, simply return the reply form 
to us by the date specified. You II have at least 10 days to decide. If you ever receive a book you don't want due to late delivery 
of the bulletin, you can return it at our expense. And you'll be eligible for FREE BOOKS through our Bonus Book Program. Your 
only obligation is to purchase 3 more books during the next 2 years, after which you may cancel your membership at any time 

PCC996 


■ • ".^4-759-3666 (8-30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m. EST Monday-Friday) •§) FAX 1 -61 4-759-3749 (24 hours a day, 7 days 

It card is missing, write to: The Computer Book Club®, A Division of The McGraw-Hill Companies, P.O. Box 549, Blacklick OH 43004-9918 
All books are soffcover unless otherwlso'Wo'i P..kii.k.r'c -i - u-1—. _ i—i. -~ V ■ utuuniK.., v^n eouu. 7710 


:e noted. Publisher's pri 


shipping/handling charge & sales lax will be added to all orders. © 1996 CBC 


If you select a book that counts as 2 choices, write the book number in 1 
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Polywell introduces 
the Alpha Server/ 
Workstation 
to the PC market. 


Mainframe 
performance at 
PC prices! 


Operating Systems: 
Windows NT, Linux, 
Digital UNIX, OpenVMS 


Supports: 
Video/Animation/ 
Image Editing, 

3D Graphics, 
CAD/CAM, 

Internet/ Networking/ 
FileServer. 


■ 275MHz (128-bit DIGITAL Alpha 21064A) basic system with 1GB HD From $2,995 

■ 300MHz (256-bit DIGITAL Alpha 21164) standard system with 2GB HD From $6,995 

■ 333MHz (256-bit DIGITAL Alpha 21164) advanced system with 4GB HD From $9,995 

400MHz (256-bit DIGITAL Alpha 21164) super system with 9GB HD From $14,995 

Polywell also carries a line of Alpha Portables, Disk Array Subsystems. 
Polywell specializes in custom configurations. 

800-300-Poly (7659) 

Tel: 415-583-7222 Fax:415-583-1974 
Internet: www.polywell.com 
e-mail: polywell@ix.netcom.com 

Polywell Computers, Inc. 1461 San Mateo Ave., So. San Francisco, CA 94080, USA 

Circle 116 on reader service card. 
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Computing 

^JiarketnlcLce 


| Advertising 

Account Representatives 

I Premier 

1 Classified 

Laura Angelino 
Katie Gillon 
Stewart Lindsay 
Lynn Weiss 
Allison Zeinoun 

Southwest Territory 
Southeast Territory 
Midwest Territory 
Northeast Territory 
Northwest Territory 

212-503-5916 

212-503-5199 

212-503-5142 

212-503-5101 

212-503-5133 

The color showcase that puts 
the spotlight on leading-edge 

PC products and services. 

Flexible-format display advertis¬ 
ing; computer systems, compo¬ 
nents, software and more. 

■National Ad 

vertising Staff 1 

-800-825-4237 1 



Robert Bader VP, Central Advertising Eileen Convery Sr. Production Coordinator 
Michael Watson Sales Manager Amy Gordon Ad Coordinator 

301-312 

313-321 


| Index Premier 

Classified 

Premier 

Classified 

Premier Classified 1 

HARDWARE 



SOFTWARE 



Systems/Languages/Prog. 310 


Bar Coding 

302 

313 

Bar Coding 



Utilities 311 


Batteries 



Business Applications 

307 

317 

Adult 

318 

Boards/Components/Chips 

302 

313 

Communications 





Career Opportunities 

302 


Education 

308 

317 

SUPPORTING PRODUCTS 


Communications 

304 


Financial/Accounting 

310 


Accessories 312 

318 

Computer Systems 


314 

Graphics/Design 

310 


Data Conversion/Recovery 

'318 

Input/Output Devices 

305 


Installation 

302 


Digital Output Services 


Mass Storage Device 



Miscellaneous 



Disk Duplication 


Music/Midi 

304 


Multi-Media/CD-ROM 


317 

General 312 

316 

Networking 



Music/Midi 



Services 


On-Line Services 

306 

315 

Public Domain/Shareware 


317 

Supplies 

318 



System Commander makes it safe and easy to 
add as many OSes to your PC as you want! 

Installing a new OS usually leaves your 
current OS unusable. Win 95 goes a step further 
and is unusually predatory. System Commander 
helps protect your existing OS from the new OS. 

Easy Installation System Commander's 
automatic installation will have your PC ready to 
add new operating systems in minutes. 

After installing System Commander, your 
first reboot brings up a menu of the OSes 
already installed. Select the one you want and 
System Commander does the rest. Want to use 
another? Just reboot and make another 
selection. 

Saves $$$ Instead of investing thousands 
of dollars in new PCs, System Commander 



"Yes, here's what you've been 
looking for. The product is 
System Commander... 
Highly recommended" 

John C. Dvorak 



makes it safe and easy to have as many as 100 
different OSes on a single PC. 

Boot from any combination of hard drives, 
any size and type of drive. Put up to 32 
operating systems in a single DOS partition 
and/or put each OS in its own primary or 
logical partition. System Commander can 
handle any Intel compatible OS, in English or 
any other language, and any combination of 
operating systems! 

Now you can experience exciting new OSes 
like Win 95 and OS/2 Warp without the risk! 

System Commander is only $99.95 and 
comes with an unconditional . 60 day money 
back guarantee. Get Free overnight shipping 
when you mention this ad.* Order it now and 
have it on your desk tomorrow morning! 


V Communications, Inc . 

4320 Stevens Creek Blvd, #120- 2 pcc 
San Jose, CA95129 
©408-296-4224; fax 408-296-4441 

800 - 648-8266 

www.v-com.com 
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HARDWARE: BAR CODING-BOARDS/COMPONENTS/CHIPS-SOFTWARE: INSTALLATION-CAREER OPPORTUNITIES 


PC-Install 




Build your own setup 
program in just minutes! p^festall 

tions or data files, use PC-lnstall and U 

trogram. With PC-Install you can: iiiH 


; setup programs easily—no programming require 
sure all your files are copied into the right places. 

: user's system for disk space, CPU, operating sys 
your software look professional and unique. 

iers choose what parts of your software to install, 
users the ability to uninstall your software, 
natically create Windows groups and icons. 

Compress files and reduce the number of diskettes you 
et unlimited free technical support, 
et a 30-day money-back guarantee. 

For a free brochure, call 800-735-2020. | 



Work at Home... 

We Train You! 

Be a Medical Transcriptionist...Earn up to $30,000 a year! 

No previous experience needed. We show you how to 
prepare medical histories. No commuting, no selling... 
work the hours you choose in what could be your great¬ 
est job opportunity. The medical profession needs skilled 
transcriptionists. So if you type, or can learn, our experts 
1 can train you to work at home doing medical transcrip- 
! tions from audio cassettes dictated by doctors. Continu¬ 
ing graduate support in your career. Get free facts and 
I color brochure! No obligation. Call toll-free today! 

YES! Rush me free facts on how I can train at home 1*300*475" 0100 

to work at home as a Medical Transcriptiomst. Dept. MPM86 

At-Home Professions 2001 Lowe Street, Dept. MPM86, Fort Collins, CO 80525 



The Next Generation 
in Label Design Software 


LabelWorks" 

for Windows 



tures to enhance label design. 
Features include: WYSIWYG, 
rulers, guides, page zooms, 


• Rich text support allows you to 
edit font styles, types, and sizes 
within the same line. 

• Supports al! major Bar Code 
symbologies, including Code 39, 
93, 128, POSTNET, UPC, 
Bookland EAN. 19 types in all. 


LabelWorks sets the new 
performance standard for 
professional quality label 
design. No other program 
combines such easy 
operation with this much 
power! 

• Imports & Exports using TIFF, 
GIF, BMP, PCX, WPG, WMF, 
TARGA graphic files. 

• Rotates Text, Bar Codes and 
imported graphics in 90 degree 
increments. 

• Prints labels on virtually any 
windows supported printer. 

• Prints labels directly from 
dBase, DIF & ASCII files. 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome. 


Call for Free DEMO Software 


M= AMERICAN MICROSYSTEMS 

=1111 2190 Regal Parkway, Euless, TX 76040 
(800) 648-4452 (817) 571 -9015 FAX (817) 685-6232 



WESTERN DIGITAL 


MICROPnLIS 
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Call 800-610-1214 
for Guaranteed 
Lowest Price* 


MEMORY 


Simms 

I 72 Pin Panty/Non ferity 80ns 70ns 60ns I 

1 2 meg 512x36/32 $45/40 48/43 55/50 I 

• 4 meg 1x36-32 41/33 41/33 49/38 ! 

* 8 mes 2x36/32 77/62 77/62 87/66 » 

1 16 meg 4x36/32 153/124 153/124 165/139 


Desk M* m0r¥ Cache Memory 


299.275 319/285 


■ 32 meg 8x36/32 
J 64 meg 16x36/32 

I 30 PIN 100ns 80ns 70ns 6 

1 256x9 (3 chip) $6 7 8 

1 1x9-1mb (3 chip) — IS' 19 

* 1x9-1uib (9 chip) 12 19 24 . 

1 4 x9-4mb (3 chip) — 37 37 

| 4x9-4mb (9 chip) — 49 49 i 

I NOTE: WHEN ORDERING SIMMS 

■ 1. Parity works in all non-parity systems. 

1 2. System must specify EDO to work. 

| 3. 30-pin Simms must be installed in pairs. | 

| 4. Have system model # when ordering. 

Notebook Memory 

Mde 4MB SVB 10vB 3*6 

, AST (alt models) 99 169 299 - 

Compaq (a# models) 99 160 299 495 

DEC (a# models) 109 169 299 — 

Dell (all models) 109 169 299 -• 


Make 

AST Advantage, Adventure 49 99 199 

AST Bravo 49 99 199 

AST Premium 386 & 486 59 109 — ■ 

AST Premmia — 99 199 


I 

I Compaq Deskpro CAIi CaLl CALL CALL 

■ Compaq Presano 49 99 199 389 

* Comfaq Proliant, Prolinta,!>ips)gnia 49 99 199 389 

| Compaq Sytempro 59 109 209 389 

Dell Memory 

* Dell Dimension 49 99 199 389 

I Dell Performance 49 I 99 199 389 

I Dell Opfiplex 49 -.99 199 389 

. Dell Omniplex 49 99 199 389 


64Kx4 

16Kx4 

64x8 


13 


15 


IBMfallmoctels) 69 169 269 Call 

NEC (all models) 109 169 299 629 

Texas Instr: (most models) ' 99 189 339 499 

Toshiba (most models) 99 16? 299 649 

Video Memory 

80ns 70ns 60ns 

256(4 Dipp $6 7 8 

256(16 SOJ — 29 — 

256x16ZPPCas — 39 — 


IBM Aptiva 49 99 199 389Sf; 

IBM PS1 Valuepoint 59 109 209 399 

IBM PS1 Consultant ; 59 109 209 399 

IBMf^;|sete:|§^i6u3h6||;?jS9 i; ; 109 209.. 399 j 

Printer Memory 

Model 2MB 4MB 8MB16MB 32MB 

Epson A11000,1500 84 168 — — — 

HP Hi; Hi, IBP, HID 69 115 — — — 

HP II, HD ; 69 115 — Life — 

HP 3Si, 4,4M, 4Si — 69 119 218 418 

HP 1200C, DJ200-750 — 69 119 218 418 

HP 4MP, 4P, 4+, 4M+, 4V ■ — ^ 99 198 398 

HP4MY5MP, 5P, 5SI.CJ — 59 99 198 398 

HP4L (1.MEG) 47 - . — 

HP UJ 500 Series (256k) 34 — — — — 

*HPSL — 109 199 — • — 

Parsonic 4410,4430 ' 88 169 — — — 

Panasonic ,4420,44501 88 169 — — — 

Tl ML, XL (1MEG) $45 — — — — 

CIRCLE 404 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


EDO Memory 72 Pin 

70ns 60s 

4Meg.. . $35.2 

8Meg.65.6 

145.14 

32Meg .......... . . . .279 .. . 28 

Lifetime Warranty On All Memory 


688 Unit D, Wells Rd., Boulder City, NV 89005 

(800) 610-1214 

Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7-5, Sat. 8-1 PST 

Phone (702) 293-9300 Fax (702) 293-4453, 


B1IEHG9 




Life is difficult enough, the products you buy shouldn’t be.^JB 
Eiger understands . Our PC Card fax modems make your life 
on the road easy . Eiger has a complete selection including 
Cellular Ready or Voice Capable PC Card fax/modents. All 
at a price that’s easy on your wallet. Whether you’re in the 
office, on the road, or at home, 

Eiger’s fax modems keep you connected . 



EigerCom Mobile Communications by Eiger Labs, Inc. (Jp" 


http://www.eigerlabs.com 

Technology Made Easy, Performance Made Affordable 
(800) OK-EIGER 


HARDWARE: BOARDS/COMPONENTS/CHIPS 









































































PREMIER 


Operating your PC up to 
300 Feet Away is a SNAP! 

■ Locate your keyboard, monitor and PS/2 mouse up to 300 
feet away from your computer 

■ Uses two Category 5 UTP cables for lower installation cost 

■ Works with PC, PC/XT, PC/AT, PS/2 and 100% 
compatibles 

■ Supports up to 1024 x 768 non-interlaced 
resolution 

■ Keep your PC in a secure, climate-controlled area and 
maintain access from crowded or harsh environments 

PC Extender 



id PS/2 are registered trademarks of Internatior 


4912 Research Drive Huntsvme^AL 35805 USA 

1-800-932-9239 (205) 430-4030 fax 

http://www.cybex.com/ 


Network! & Interlop 


Sept. 18-20 
Booth #2920 


ZYBEX 


CIRCLE 406 ON READER SERVICE Cfi 


On Line International 


PERSONAL COMPUTERS 

SUPPLIES 

HP • IBM • NEC • COMPAQ • AST 

CABLES • NETWORK CARDS • TONER • 

• PACKARD BELL • DIGITAL • 

RIBBONS • ETC., ETC., ETC. •, SOFTWARE 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

• NOVELL • WINDOWS 95 • ETC. 

PRINTERS 

NOTEBOOKS 

HP • OKIDATA • CANON • LEXMARK • 

TOSHIBA • IBM 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

ALL MAJOR BRANDS 

$1000 to $100,000; UP TO 60 MONTHS REPAYMENT TERMS 

CALL 800-584-9412 ===== II 

FAX 601- 

353-1392 III 

°r Lea International, LTD 

AN "OR LEA" COMPANY 

CIRCLE 407 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


YOU CAN REACH 
THE WORLD 
BUT 

CAN THE WORLE 
REACH YOU? 


TTI pc-b; 

CALL PROCESSING SYSTEMS 

1 - 800 - 934-4884 




///>>« 


._ TALKING TECHNOLOGY, INC. 

r/ 1125 ATLANTIC AVE. ALAMEDA, CA.94501 
wvc-r. 5 1 Q-522-38QQ f AX»5La-522-5 eE ^ 

CIRCLE 408 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



Now 
available 

direct from the Soundscape™ 
ENSONIQ sound cards 




Add the sound of ENSONIQ's 
professional musical instruments to 
your PC-earth-shaking sound 
available direct from the factory at $159.95 SoundscapeElite 
earth-shattering prices! with 2 mb wave rom and effects 

$129.95 Soundscape 

All prices include ground shipping. s gregt ra /„ e , 

1-800-257-1439 for' automatic fax Retrieval rrfocumenf 5006^ $64.95 SoUndSCapeDB 

http://vwiw.ensonig.com/mmd/fax/direct.htm on the Web daughter card forFM boards 


































ultimate 


in 


pustom-mouse-zationi 


Go ahead! Make your mouse your own with the PC Point 
series from Mouse Systems. With free Mouse Power software, 
these 420-dpi, programmable beauties customize to fit your 
style — and are perfect for Windows 95. 

Watch productivity zoom by 
assigning tasks to your buttons — 
so cuts, pastes, undos and page ups 
downs are just a click away. No 
e double clicking... 
ever! 

Best of all, the PC 

________ Point series' unique shape 

^ comfortably cradles your 

PS/2 Point Pro 

feature cool grooved buttons for maximum pointing control. Or 
try value-leading PC Point for two-button ease. All three offer the 
lltimate in "custom-mouse-zation!" 

• PC Point (Serial) $29.95 

• PS/2 Point Pro $29.95 

• PC Point Pro (Combo) $39.95 


ymtviou 

▼SYSTJ 



Projection Direct is committed to 
quality products at the lowest prices p< 




1 - 800 - 843-6497 

mm 



1CD Projection Solutions 

Pricing 


Access the LCD Presentation Experts Today! 


> EOKJlEHS O DQASDC3©: 

■Stock Inventory for Immediate Next-Day Delivery 
7-Day Money-Back Guarantee 
Internet and consult our LCD Wizard to help 
er define your LCD projection needs. 


)N READER SERVICE CARD 







































PREMIER 



SAVE UP TO 99% MONTHLY WITH »PT 


1.5 Hours per day 573.70 5V3./U $19.75 5 

3 Hours per day $161.45 $226.45 $19.95 $ 

All day $1,389.95 $2,084.95 $19.95 $ 


TO SIGN UP/GET INFORMATION CALL ANYTIME : 

1 - 800 - 364-8438 


For Web Page Design 

and Domain Designation call (201) 928-1000 x4 
For 56K or T1 please call (800) 573-9438 


The lowest flat monthly national Internet rate 
Macintosh" and 

Windows™ 3.x/95 compatibility 

No per minute charges *ffiggf 

Unlimited tech support 24 hours a day 
Internet access available in most U.S. cities 

UNLIMITED! UNCENSORED! 



























outbound Netnews 
feeds on a BSDI90 
MHz Pentium than 
on an equivalent 
Sun system. There 
are clear reasons to 
go with BSDI on 
PCs." 

-KurtLidl 
Manager of New 
Product Development 


"A single Pentium 
PC running the 
Apache-BSDI combo 
routinely handles 
millions of hits per 
day, yet consumes 
less than half of the 
CPU's capacity." 

- Steven Jenkins 
Webmaster 
www.windows95.com 


"BSDIhas 
integrated the tools 
and utilities that 
represent the 
ultimate Internet 
operating system." 
- Peter Hakanson 
TCP/IP Manager 


"We've had BSDI- 
based machines 
with uptimes of nine 
months or more 
with very heavy 
use. Even BSDI 
486/66 systems 
can handle 150 or 

- Mike Dickson 
Lead Software 
Engineer 
CompuServe 


BSDI-THE INTERNET 
EXPERTS'CHOICE 

ALL-IN-ONE INTERNET AND WEB SERVER SOFTWARE 

Internet experts can tell you BSDl-powered PC servers OUTPERFORM 
WORKSTATION PLATFORMS that cost thousands more. Tell you a 
BSDI Web server can HANDLE MILLIONS OF HITS per day and saturate 
several T1 lines. Tell you BSDI server software comes ready to run your 
WEB, E-MAIL, FTP, NETNEWS, and other Internet and intranet services. 
Tell you BSDI products are built and supported by the TECHNOLOGISTS 
WHO KNOW HOW TO MAKE THE INTERNET WORK And, if you’re 

interested in hearing about top performance and exceptional reliability 
instead of vendor promises and industry hype, they can tell you why 

bsdi is A BETTER CHOICE THAN NT, SUN, OR SGI. You can use 

ESDI’s Internet-ready system software as a HIGH-TRAFFIC WEB SERVER 
for pcs, A POWERFUL GATEWAY TO CONNECT NOVELL NETWORKS 
to an enterprise Internet or intranet, or a ROCK-SOLID PLATFORM 
FOR ADVANCED INTERNET AND WEB APPLICATIONS The only 


thing even the Internet ex] 
now to try BSDI! 

IT'S TIME TO TRY BSDI 
CALL 1-800-303-2731 
FAX 1-719-598-4238 
E-MAILinfo@bsdi.com 
HTTP://www.bsdi.com 


BERKELEY SOFTWARE DESIGN, INC. 

Powering the Networked Economy™ 



s 


a 





“With Time & Profit 

billing automatically f 


y secretary genei 
ti my Calendar” 



Printed calendars 

Auto-posting to accounts 
Complete reports on 
Productivity & Profitability 


“Does the work of a client contact program PLUS a calendar/scheduler 
program PLUS a time-billing program PLUS a full-featured accounting 
program. Integrated & Automatic. And at a fraction of the cost.” 
BytePro® Inc. Web Site: http://www.bytepro.com 


1 (800) 713-5322 


)N READER SERVICE CARD 


CREATE PROMOTIONAL SCREEN SAVERS! 


IdlE-EYES™ is a unique screen saver 
customization tool, designed to enhance cor¬ 
porate images and increase product visibility. 
Utilize a combination of corporate logos, 
product photos, video clips, graphics, music, 
sound effects and text to create eye-catching 
and informative screen savers. With IDLE- 
market virtually any 


$199.99 Developer s Version / $24.99 Personal Version 
To order or for information: (800) 696-8128 
(EMAIL) sales(« compunnel.com 



ON READER SERVICE CARD 



SAVEMONEY ON 

POSTAGE & PRINTING! 


Powerful Windows based software that helps you qualify 
for the postal automation discounts by adding ZIP+4 
Codes to mailing lists, presorting mailings and printing 
lables with POSTNET barcodes. 


duplicate detection and elimination software. 
Removes records that pad your lists and cost you extra 
money on printing and postage. 


ZIP Code, Area Code / Prefix, Congressional District, 
and Demographic Databases that help you keep 
your mailing and marketing information up-to-date. 


Receive a 30-Day trial copy of MAILER'S+4 for free! 
Also receive our 32-page software catalog, free of 
charge. Call today to start saving time and money on 

... ^l-800-800-IV IA r L 


READER SERVICE CARD 





















































When you ’re SERIOUS 35Tfa£ 

about order Entry’... “ 

GET SERIOUS 

totally integrated system! 
• Order Entry/Tracking 



CIRCLE 420 ON READER SERVICE CARD 


To Success 


Earn your B.S. or M.S. degree in Computer Science—in 
your own home at your own pace 
and save thousands 
of dollars. 



• ALL 
COURSE 
HOME STUDY 

• Increase your earning power 

• Approved for tuition reimbursement 
by leading corporations 

• C++, Visual Basic, and Ada 
courses available 

• Follows ACM/IEEE guidelines 

FOR A FREE CATALOGUE GALL 

1 - 800 - 767 -AICS. 





BECOME ACNE 
...EAST! 


m mi cm (mm 

BMDMimPMM 
* ismL 


Uhe first 100% Computer Based DON'T PUT YOUR CARTER ON HOLD ANY 

Training (CBT) program to fully prepare LONGER! G{T m ALLMICRO CNE SfLf- 

you for Novell’s CNE exams. Its innova- ( {AND GfJ C tR T |fl€D...IAST! 

tive design provides fast, effective and 

convenient training to anyone wishing qqURSE MODULES INCLUDE: 
to become a Certified NetWare Engineer, . Administralion v3 . 1x 
even when hampered by a busy sched- . Advanced Admlnistration u3 . 1x 
ule. Our CNE CBT allows you to learn . 31x lnstallalion & ConMgiirat i OI1 (#802 ) 
and practice everything you II need for , Service & Support , or NelWare (#801) 


full NetWare certification. 


• Interactive NetWare simulation ■ " 

or hands-on exercises ^ CNE 

• Study at your own pace tb ijg| 

• Hundreds of practice questions ; ™ 

• Priced helow competitive ^ i 


• TCP/IPTransport lor NetWare 

• Networking Technologies 

• NetWare 3 . 1 x to 4.1 Update. 

•NetWare 4.1 course 
also available 


For more information 
about our limited time 
discount pricing CALL: 


• Everything you need to | §1 gj 
prepare tor Novell's tests! . onn e - 0 

Added Bonus! The AIIMicro CNE Self-Study 1 -oUU’D30'4900 

Course comes with the required Micro House international: (813) 539-7283 
Technical Library™. fax ( 813 ) 531-0200 

NOTE: Current CNE's will lose their 3.1 certification AIIMiCfO, lllC. 
unless they pass Novell’s new 3.1X-4.1 upgrade test 18820 g 5 H WY. 19N, #215 
By 6/30/96. We have the course! CALL TOD A YU CLEARWATER, FL 34624 PG 


The Learning Company* 


Now with 
Speech 



The most comprehensive Spanish program on the market today. 

A Complete interactive course on 2 CD-ROMS. Real-life situations build a 
strong foundation in speaking, understanding, reading, and writing Spanish. 

The Learning Company offers a wide variety of language learning products 

French .German, English, and Japanese on CD-ROM for the Mac and PC. 

1 - 800 - 290-4568 

P.O. Box 10746, Knoxville, TN. 37939 www.leammgco.com 
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PREMIER 


It’s Real for Jj& 

CNE Tests 


Manuals for Each Track 

3.lx Track— $450 
4.1 Track— $495 


Concise to-the-point specifically 
written for professionals 
Being used even in universities 


CNE Test Master 
for Windows— $149 

Interactive software that simulates Novell actual tests 
covers both 3.1x & 4.1 tracks 

Novell CNE Study Guide 
MTL (Demo) 

NSE Pro (CD-ROM) 
When you order all 7 manuals and CNE Test Master 


800PCAGE60 

(800-722-4360) 

20 Audrey Place / Fairfield, NJ 07004 • Tel 201-882-5370 • Fax 201-882-4955 

visit us on the WEB at: http://www2.cybernex.net/~pcage 
or e-mail: pcage@bc.cybernex.net 



4s Low as $29 .' J5 

CALL: 1 - 800 - 239-4087 

FAX ORDERS: 1 -800-774-1118 

(PLEASE CALL FOR A FAX ORDER FORM) 

MC, VISA & AMERICAN EXPRESS ACCEPTED 

Internet: http://www.hotnew.com/checks/ 






CD-ROM VERSION • Windows°95 Compatible 


Chinese/Japanese 
For English Windows 

The Most Powerful Tool to Process Chinese/ 
Japanese on Your Favorite Windows Applications 

• Multilingual Computing 

• CJK internal core (20902) 

• Built-in EZ-Translator, Two-Way Dictionary 

• Chinese/Japanese fonts licensing 

• System utilities include: Font Editor, SuperMeta, 
Sintle-Byte Manager 

• Dealer, OEM inquiries welcome 

TwinBrid»< ordeMSOO) 894-6114^ 


SEPTEMBER 1996 



















































There Is Only One Choice For Data Compression. 
PKZIP for Windows 



New Features in 
PK2IP for Windows Version 2.50 

► Ability to create .ZIP files that span multiple diskettes 

► Create Windows self-extractor 

► Self-extractor can span multiple diskettes 

► Long file name support for Windows 95 (16 and 32-bit) and 
Windows NT (32-bit) 

► Integration with Windows 95 & NT Explorer 

► Plus additional features 

The growth of the Internet and the increased use of World Wide Web 
browsers are creating a greater need to compressand uncompress data 
files. Saving disk space and saving on-line phone charges are big 
benefits of compressing data files with PKZIP for Windows. PKZIP 
for Windows compresses files an average of 50-70% with many large 
text and database files compressing well over 90%. PKZIP's simple 
point-and-click interface lets you easily compress one file or all files 
on an entire hard drive, and store them in the .ZIP file. PKWARE 
provides the best and fastest data compression technology on the 
market, try it and see! 

PKZIP for Windows allows you to easily open files created with 
PKZIP for DOS Version 2.04g. PKZIP is also compatible with 
Windows 3.1 or higher, Windows 95 and Windows NT. 

PKZIP for Windows $49, PKZIP for DOS $47 plus shipping and 
handling. 

To order call (414) 354-8699 
or visit our Web Site http://www.pkware.com 


Other PKWfiRE Products 


Put Your Executables on a Diet 

PKLITE™ increases your 
valuable disk space by 
compressing DOS and 
Windows 16-bit executable 
(.COM, .EXE and .DLL) 
files by an average of 45%. 
The operation of PKLITE is 
transparent, all you will 
notice is more available disk 
space! Price $46 
Software developers, save disk space and media costs 
with smaller executables. You can distribute your 
software in a compressed form with PKLITE 
Professional.™ PKLITE Professional gives you an extra 
option to compress files so that they cannot be expanded 
by PKLITE. This discourages reverse engineering of your 
programs. Price $146 



(RKWflREL 

The Data Compression Experts® 

25 N, Deerwood Drive / Brown Deer, Wl 53: 
FAX: 414-354-8559 BBS: 414-354-8670 
Email: info@pkware.com 



The PKWARE Data Compression Library® products 
allow you to incorporate data compression technology 
into your software applications. The application 
program controls all the input and output of data, 
allowing data to be compressed to or extracted from any 
device or area of memory. 

The all-purpose Data 
Compression Algorithm 
compresses ASCII or 
binary data quickly. 

The routines can be 
used with most 
compatible language 
compilers. Separate 
DOS, DOS32, 

Windows, OS/2, Win32, 
UNIX and Macintosh 
scr'.iiui'. are available' .. 
Call 'for pricing. 


I fill E3 •: 1 check [ 
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PREMIER 


Accurate Diagnostics! 

Technicians-Get the best tools on the market! 

IMI'> 

Li J 

. \ PIASHOSTIC SOfTWAKt 

I? Ss 



I • Winner of BYTE Magazine Pournelles Users Choice 
Award • Universal-Works with any IBM or compatible PC regardless 
of Operating System. • Bypasses DOS, Windows, Unix, OS/2, etc. and 
does DIRECT HARDWARE DIAGNOSTICS of all drives, all memory, all 
ports, sound cards, keyboard, mouse, etc. • Low-level formats IDEs! 

• Diagnoses down to individual chip level. 

• Used by technicians around the world. 

• Vinyl carrying case. • Detailed manuals. 

NEUI-Get the secrets ol professional 
PC diagnostics and repair on uldeo 
cassette. Seueral titles auallable... 



1800 - 864-80081 



(Down) Time is Money 

■ Remains in place during use...just type right 
through it 

■ Prevents costly repairs 

■ Soft, flexible, fits like a glove 

■ Durable High-Tech Polymer lasts for years 

■ More than 1,000 custom fit models available 

■ The original SafeSItin® - Only $24.95 

Protect Your Entire System 

Dust Covers - All Models - All Styles 

Economical Vinyl from $6.95 each 
Breathable Fabric from $7.95 each 

Call Today: 1-800-627-7752 



0 


40+ Hottest Businesses 
From Your Home 
With A Computer! 


• What home businesses are working—where • What equipment 
you will need and where to get it • What you will do • Which 
businesses you can start part time and retain your present job • 
What your costs will be • Where you can get financing • Where to 
get training • How to market yourself, your services and prod¬ 
ucts when you work from your home • What your potential is for 
growth. Call 1 _ 800 _ 343 _ 801 4 / ext . 3414 

...For this new FREE special report and cassette tapes. 

Or Write: Computer Business Services, Inc., 

CBSI Plaza, Ste. 3414, Sheridan, IN 46069 


Interchangeable Keycaps 



\mm\ 


A Great 
Reviewis 
Worth 
Repeating 


Almost nothing influences buyers 
in the computer market as much 
as a great product review, parti¬ 
cularly one in PC Computing. 
That’s because reviews are so 
essential to buyers when they’re 
making product choices. A cus¬ 
tomized reprint of your review will 
have far more influence on sales 
than any other sales literature. 
Call Ziff-Davis Reprints at 

800-825-4237. 

PCCompuiii 


REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 

REPRINTS 
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PC Computing 



More 

RAM, CPUs, 
Drives 



We'll beat any price 
by $10 or more! 

Free shipping on qty 3+ 
Visa/Mastercard/Amex 

(800) 463 7290 
1C Networks 
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Advertise Here, 
Where Business 
Computing Buyers 
Buy Direct! 

Call 800-825-4237 
Today! 


Marketplace readers 
are buyers. 66% of them 
bought hardware from 
a Marketplace ad in the 
last 12 months. 

Advertise Here, Where 
Business Computing 
Buyers Buy Direct! 

Call 800-8254237 Today! 


PC Computing 
Marketplace 
Shoppers buy 
direct. In the 
last 12 months, 
almost half of 
the computer 
products and 
services they 
bought, they 
bought direct. 


SEPTEMBER 1996 
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Boards/Components/Chips/Computer Systems/On Line Services 


486 DX4/B3MHz System |s49 
Pentium 75 MHz System $999 
Pentium 100 MHz System $1049 
Pentium 120 MHz System $1099 
Pentium 133 MHz System $1149 
Pentium 150 MHz System $1249 
..MHz Sys— * 


Pentium 166 MHz System $1399 
ALL SYSTEMS INCLUDE: 

^Motherboard & CPU 

(Triton Chipset 25r,t P.;- I,n. ... 

[✓Mini Tower Case 
1-3.5" 1.44 MB Floppy 
-tOI Enhanced Keyboard 
-3 Button Mouse 
-1 MB SV6A Card (PCI/VLB) 
-14" SVGA .28 Monitor 
MO MB Hard Drive 
mSMB/Pentium, 4MB/486 
-Choice of Windows 3.1 and 
DOS 6.22 or Windows 95 
SYSTEM UPGRADES: 

-1.2 SB Hard Drive $35 

-1.6 6B Hard Drive $80 

-4X CD Rom Kit $105 

—6X CD Rom Kit $129 

-64-Bit Video (2MB) $60 

-14.4 Fax/Modem $42 

-28.8 Fax/Modem $109 

-Per 4 MB Ram $45 


4MB (1x32) 72-pin 
4MB 1x36] 72-pin «■ 

8MB 2x32) 72-pin $7! 

1 ° UD '2x36) 72-pin $8i 

4x32) 72-pin $139 

4x36 72-pin $149 

8x32 72-pin $25! 

8x36) 72-pin $26' 

x32] EDO 60NS $49 


Acer 4X CD Rom Kit 
Acer 6X CD Rom Kit Sizy 

Acer 8X CD Rom Kit $159 

(Include Prim, 16-Bit Siunt 8 Spukin) 

Acer 4X CD-Rom Drive $59 

Acer 6X CO-Rom Drive $79 

Acer 8X CD-Rom Drive $109 


I XSdli Cl/U OUNO 

8MB (2x32) EDO 60NS 
16MB 4x32)ED0 60NSoinz 
32MB 8x32) EDO 60NSJ269 
1MB (1x3) 30-pin $13 

IMB (1x9) 30-pin $24 

4MB 4x3) 30-pin $45 

4MB (4x9) 30-pin $55 

HARP DRIVES 
Conner 850 MB IDE $175 

Conner 1.08 SB IDE $189 

1.2 SB IDE $199 

........ 1.6 SB IDE $239 

Seagate 540 MB IDE $155 
Seagate 850 MB IDE $179 

SCLfiM* p 

Seagate 2.1 SB IDE $289 
Western Digital 635 MB $165 
Western Digital 850 MB $179 
Western Digital 1.08 SB $195 
Western Digital 1.2 SB $205 
Western Digital 1.6 SB $259 
VIPiQ CARPS 
cirrus 1MB VESA SVGA $49 
Trident 1MB PCI SVGA $49 
Trio64 64Bit 2MB PCI $105 
Genesis 64 2MB VRAM $219 
Diamond: 

Stealth 64 IMB $79 

Stealth 64 2MB DRAM $135 
Stealth 64 2MB VRAM $259 


epwi 
AMD DX2 66MHz 
AMD DX2 80MHz 
AMD DX4100MHz 
AMD DX4 120MHz 
AMD 5X86 133MHz 
Intel Pentium 75MHz$109 
Intel Pentium 90MH$149 
Intel Pentium 100MH$I59 
Intel Pentium 120MH$209 
Intel Pentium 133MH$269 
Intel Pentium I50MH$399 
Intel Pentium !66MHpS29 
Cyrix 5x86 120MHz $85 
Cyrix 6x86 100MHz $139 
Cyrix 6x86 120MHz $199 
Cyrix 6x86 133MHz $329 


Vision 330 2MB DRAM $159 
Motion 771 2MB VRAM $265 
Imauine 128 4MB VRAM $529 




800-462-1800^mJ 


Domain 
Web Space 

$25/month - $25/setup 


* Includes 50 MB Disk Space 4 

♦ 750 MB Transfer/Month « 
W Netscape Commercesite Server 4 

Secure HTTPs 4 

*• Domain Registration 4 
Unlimited Email Forwarding 4 
W Full FTP & Telnet Access 4 
t CGI Bin Programs 4 
» Full T1 « 

Developers Library 4 

Personal Web Pages from 
$5 per Month 


http://www.infoboard.com 

800 - 514-2297 

infoboard 

SINCE 1992 


Marketplace readers 
are buyers. 66% of them 
bought hardware from 
a Marketplace ad in the 
last 12 months. 

Advertise Here, Where 
Business Computing 
Buyers Buy Direct! 

Call 800-8254237 Today! 


PC/COMPUTING 


(w/EIDE Controller, 2$/tP 
Pentium 75-200 $139 

(Intel Triton Chipset, 256K 
Pipeline Burst Cache, PCI 
EIDE Controller, 2S/1P) 
Intel Zappa $179 

Intel Endeavor $235 

(256K Pipeline, SB 16) 

FAX/MOPEMS 

.4 Fax/Modem $42 

!4.4Fax/Modem/Voice$47 


W1 

The Revolution Continues! 

Imam thi lieu 720CD1. Smi-oi-m-Aitr Timm rot m 
Umm in Pmo mna, tom ao Mmmm & Dump Rmcmm. 

TECRA 720CDT TECRA 710CDT 4 


■ Pentium™ 133 MHz with PCI Bus ■ Multimedia Ready 

■ Active Color 111" Display ■ fat Int CD Rom Drive 

■ 1.2GB Hard Drive ■ Built-in28.8KbpsV34Data/fixModem 

■ Full Duplex Speaker Phone/ ■ DeskstationV Multimedia Docking 

Answering Machine Station 1 

TOSHIBA TECRA 720CDT $6?7? TECRA 710CDT $5??? 4 

TOSHIBA TECRA 700CT $5??? TECRA 700CS $3??? 


T420CDT Pentium™/120 8MB 1GB Active Clr 

T410CDT Pentium™/90 8MB 772MB+CD 11.3" Active Clr 

T410CS Pentium™/!® 8MB 772MB 11.3" Dual Scan 

T610CT Pentium™/90 8MB 720MB 9.5" Active Clr 

T100CS Pentium™/75 8MB 510MB 10.4" Dual Scan 


SCALL 

$4298. 

S3198. 

$3148. 

$1798. 


Robotics 28.8 $159 

MONITORS 
.. .28DP SVGA N.l.$229 
Orchestra 15".28 N.l. $329 
Techmedia 15“ .28 N.l$339 
MAS I5“.28 N.l. $39!' 
Techmedia 17" .28 N.l$59! 
Princeton 17" .28 N.l.$63! 

ACCESSORIES 
. ..ni Tower Case w/PS$47 
Full Tower Casew/PS$95 
3.5" 1.44 MB Flo 
Colorado350 Tape 


Colorado350 Tape Bit 
Skyhawk Joystick 


INTRODUCING FAST & RELIABLE! 

The HP OmniBook 5000 


5000C Pentium™/90 8MB 810MB 10.4" VGA DSTN $3248. 

5000CT Pentium™/90 8MB 1.2GB 10.4" VGA TFT $3998. 

5000CT Pentium™/90 8MB 1.2GB 10.4" VGA TFT $4048. 

5000CTS Pentium™/90 16MB 1.2GB 10.4" SVGA TFT $4548. 

5000CTS Pentium™/120 16MB 1.2GB 10.4” SVGA TFT $4798. 

5000CT Pentium™/133 16MB 1.3GB 12.1" SVGA TFT CALL 

NEC Versa P 

75Mhz Mobile Pentium™ Performance 


Versa 2000 Pentium™/75 8MB 

Versa 4000D Pentium™/75 8MB 

Versa 4000C Pentium™/75 8MB 

Versa 4050C Pentium™/90 8MB 

Versa 4050H Pentium™/90 8MB 

Versa 4080H Pentium™/120 8MB 


810MB 9.5" Active Clr $2298. 

810MB/CD 10.1" Active Clr $3648. 
540MB 10.4" Dual Scan Clr $2398. 

810MB/CD 10.1" Active Clr $4??? CALL 
810MB 10.4" Active Clr $3948. 

1.2GB 10.4" Active Clr $4??? CALL 


IBM THINKPAD Powerful & Affordable! 


TP760C 

TP760E 

TP760EL 

TP760EL 


Pentium™/120 8MB 720MB Active Clr 

Pentium™/120 8MB 1.2GB Active Clr 

Pentium™/100 8MB 810MB Dual Scan 

Pentium™/133 8MB 1.08GB Active Clr 


$5148. 

$3348 

$5448. 


LOW LOW PRICES!! 

Corporate Office (714) 282*9100 or 
Yorba Linda, CA (714) 282*9400 Fax 
Alameda (510) 337*9034 or 

Office (510) 337*9036 Fax 

Internet Address: FCSI @ ix.netcom.com 

• FCS is not responsible for any typographical errors. 

•Advertisedprices reflect 3% cash discount. 

• Some of the advertised products are factory dose-outs or reconditioned. 


22835 Savi Ranch Pkwy, Suite C, Yorba Linda,CA 92687 
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Boards/Components/Chips/Computer Systems 


PC Computing 


BK SYSTEMS.^; LOW PRICES. 

Pentium 120 850MB HDD, 8MB BAM . . .$568! 
486DX4-120 850MB HDD, 4MB RAM . . .$389! 
Windows 95 Full Version...$79 28.8 Fax VOICE Data...$99 


•BASIC ‘BASIC 

+850MB HDD +850MB + 4MB 
+4MB RAM +4X CD-ROM, 
SB PRO & SPKs 



14.4 Fax Voice Data Modem 
28.8 v.34 Fax Data Modem 
28.8 Fax Voice Data Modem 


1SION 75 20 CD Titles (Includes Groliers) 29 

3800-375-1667 w™*™'! wTISks^ 

f YORKSHIRE Tech: (414)358-5312 

1 „ " c Fax: (414)388-5310 

I COMPUTERS inn: (4i4)358-5301 


Well Pay YOU for 

Your Computer Memory 

„ ry has value 

All M elT1 °Y ; 7 : 



1x9 4x9 30 Pin 
1x32 2x32 4x32 
1x36 2x36 4x36 
8x36 72 pin 

Notebook, Laptop, Subnote, Credit Card (1C DRAM) Module 


$ ANY SIMMS $ 


SOJ, TSOP, ZIP, DRAM, VRAM, IBM * Over 30 Years Experience • We now Sell Memory & CPU's 

m— THE MEMORY LIQUIDATORS 

800-718-7755 

Hours: M-F 8-5 PST 531 Main St., El Segundo, CA 90245 « Ph. 310-326-5656 » Fax 310-326-7790 



PC Computing 
Marketplace 
Shoppers have 
wide ranging 
product needs. 
Last year, on 
average, they 
bought 17 
different 
products from 
Marketplace ads. 

Advertise Here, 
Where Business 
Computing 
Buyers Buy 
Direct! 


SEPTEMBER 1996 
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3DSTUDIO SURFCAM 



IMAGINE THAT 


WoRldwidc DisTRibuTORs 
of CD ROM SoFtware 

New Tides Weekly 

• Business • Religion 

• Clip Art • Education 

• Games • Literature 

• Music • Reference 

• Shareware • Adult 

Call ToII-Free io OreIes or (or a Free updAre 

SI 800 8 CD ROMS®© 

For Multimedia & Memory Upgrades 


• OiaIm, 


102 GREENWood Avenue • WyNcoiE, I 

(215) 572-9851 • Fax (215) 572-9852 
(WWW) http://www.consldcdrom.com 
(Email) cdrom@consldcdrom.com 


TH6 BEST DEAL IN 


idolizing in educational, 
business, § entertainment 
software especially for 
home-users. 
(IBM-compatibles) 


FR€€ CATALOG 


Computer Systems/SW: Business Appiication/Multimedia/CD ROM/Education/Public Domain/Shareware 


Take a Byte out of High Prices 

PREMIUM COMPUTER, INC, 800-266-2895 


1 - 800 - 444-1343 


PC/COMPUTING 


PENTIUNPPR0 CHIP 200MHZ $ 2338 
PENTIUIVPCHIP150/166 PCI $1288/1368 
PENTIUIVPCHIP 120/133 PCI $1128/1188 
PENTIUlfCHIP 75/100 PCI $1038/1068 
5X86-100/5X86-133 VLB $928/948 

16 MB RAM, 1.44 MB FLOPPY DR., 1.27 GB HARD DR. PCI(PENT.)/VLB 
(586) IDE C0NTLR, PCI(PENT.)/VLB(586)SVGACARD 1 MB, 14" SVGA 
COLOR MONITOR .28 N.I..6XCD R0M+S0UND CARD, KEYBD+M0USE 


4X/6X/8XCD ROM W/S0UND CARD $ 89 /128 /1691 
60 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER 
180 WATT SPEAKERS AC POWER 
16 BIT SOUND CARD PNP 
SOUND BLASTER 16 (VIBRA16) BULK PK $79| 
SOUND BLASTER 32 PLUGNPLAY BULK $129| 
26 CD TITLES FOR WINDOWS & WINDOWS95 $ 1 
"MARIO IS MISSING" 3 CDS FOR KIDS 
800 MB INT. TAPE BACKUP W/1 TAPE 
FLATBED COLOR SCANNER, SCSI KIT, 8.5"X14", 
4800DPI, SOFTWARES,SINGLE PASS 


TPU&MBt 

15X86DX-100/133 PCI CPU & MBD $99/$11 
[PENT. 75/100/120/133/ 150/166W/CPL 
$219/248/308/388/489/569 
HD 850MB /1 GB /1,2GB /1,6GB / 2.0GB / 2.5GB 
$159 /$175/$199/$ 229/$ 249/$ 299 
14.0 GB ULTRA WIDE SCSI HD $899 

MS NATURE KEYBOARD W95 $59 

14.4 INT. FAX/MODEM $39 

28.8 INT. FAX/MODEM (BULK) $99 

14.4 PCMCIA FAX/MODEM $88 


PREMIUM COMPUTER, INC. TEL: 800-266-2895 OR 713-999-8899, FAX: 713-999-4460 

416-EN. SAM HOUSTON PKWY HOUSTON, TX 77060, M-F 9:30-6, SAT 10-3 2-YR. LABOR & 1-YR. PARTS WARRANTY 
Prices reflect 2% cash discount. Printers are manufacturer warranty 8 not refundable. All returns must be made within 14 days from invoice date & subject to charge 15% 
restocking fee, Defective items will be repaired or replaced at our discretion. Warranty does not cover softwares, damage due to accidents,misuse, or negligence. No refund after 
30 days from invoice date, Damage or loss should be reported to carrier 8 must be shipped freight prepaid with original packing, manuals 8 RIOT. TX resident add 8.25%TAX 


Micro Edge Technologies <n 4.684.8430 800-654-7025 f 


Micro Spectrum 


■ 256K Pipeline Cache 

■ 850MB Western Digital Hard Drive 

■ Trident 9680 PCI Video 1MB MPEG 

■ 15" Mag .28 NI FS PNP Dig Cntrl 

■ 1.44 MB TEAC Floppy Drive 

■ Mid-Tower Case 




■ Triton Chipset 

■ 256K Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 1.2GB Western Digital Hard Drive 

■ 14.4 MaxLink Int. Fax/Voice Modem 

■ 6X Speed Toshiba CD-ROM Drive 

■ Sound Blaster Sound Card 
in 55W Amplified Speakers 


1.6GB We 




ent 9680 PCI Video ] 


■ MS Windows 95 
Pentium 75 
Pentium 100 
Pentium 120 
Pentium 133 
Pentium 150 
Pentium 166 


5" Mag .28 


■ 1.44 MB TEAC Floj 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104 Key Win 95 Key 




US Robotics Fax/Voice Modem 

■ 6X Speed Toshiba CD-ROM Drive 

■ Sound Blaster Sound Card 

■ Trident 9680 PCI Video 2MB MPEG 
NI FS PNP Dig Cntrl 


ey, Scenes, Sampler l 


Ask about extended warranties 


restocking fee » Shipping charges are 


■ MS Serial 

■ MS Windows 9! 

■ MS Works, Moi 
Pentium 75 
Pentium 100 
Pentium 120 
Pentium 133 
Pentium 150 
Pentium 166 

itom configuration • Prices subject to change without not 


■ 1.44 MB TEAC Floppy Dri 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104 Key Win 95 Keyboard 

■ MS Serial Mouse 


$1605 


Pentium 75 
Pentium 100 
Pentium 120 
Pentium 133 
Pentium 150 


16MB EDO Ram 

■ Triton Chipset 

■ 512K Pipeline Burst Cache 

■ 2.0GB Western Digital Hard Drive 

■ Iomega Zip or Colorado Tape (800) 

■ 33.6 US Robotics Fax/Voice Modem 

■ 6X Speed Toshiba CD-ROM Drive 

■ Sound Blaster 32 PNP Sound Card 

■ Altec Lansing Speakers 

■ PCI Diamond Stealth 2MB VRAM 

■ 15" Mag .28 NI FS PNP Dig Cntrl 

■ 1.44 MB TEAC Floppy Drive 

■ Mid-Tower Case 

■ 104 Key Win 95 Keyboard 

■ MS Serial Mouse 

■ MS Windows 95 

■ MS Works, Money, Scenes, Sampler 

Pentium 75 $2356 

Pentium 100 $2416 

Pentium 120 $2476 

Pentium 133 $2596 

1 Pentium 150 $2686 

Pentium 166 $2806 


PICK A 


PARTNER! 


B # e a PC B 
repair expert! 


Church Partner 

7 modules • Used by 
39 denominations 
111 for 10 years 


CAREER-LEVEL HOME STUDY 


u School Partner 

n 6 modules • Perfect for 
m schools and daycares, 
private or church-relat- 

t Accounting Partner 

Great new features 
General Ledger, Accounts 
Payable, Payroll 


Learn PC repair, upgrading, in- 

your’va r |ie C on a th 
job. Our profes¬ 
sional-level hr— 
study prograi 


without a costly 


rarkshop or high- j 


SUMMIT SYSTEMS, INC. 


IC 29210-6433 


The School of PC Repair 


Home Study 

ACCREDITED 
B.S. DEGREE 

in 

Computer Science 


Easy-to-study lessons in Multimedia, C, 
C++, Visual Basic, Assembly Language, 
Unix, Database Design, Cobol, Ada, 
Pascal, & many more lead io the only 
home-study BSCS degree accredited by 
an agency recognized by the U.S. 
Department of Education. 

Professional software & hardware pro¬ 
vided at no extra charge. Programs in 
Computer & Electronics Engineering 
Technology as well, all accredited by the 
Distance Education and Training Council 
and VA Approved. Our 46th year. 

Free Catalog: 1(800) 955-2527 


GRANTHAM 
College of Engineering 

Grantham College Rd., Slidell, LA 70469-5700 
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MS: Supplies/SV: Data Conversion/Recovery/Accessories/HW: On Line Services/MS:General/Adult 



FREE! 

Lotus 
1«2»3 R5 
with your 
purchase of 
Canon BJ200ex Printer 


Special Offer! 

While Supplies Last 


■528 Value Only 

*249 


gj Call for 

Ms 

M Ml* Catalog! 

9 “ ORDER NOW! 

1 - 800 - 851-2917 

FAX: 908-888-9449 



DATA RECOVERY: 800 440-1904 


Seven good reasons to choose DriveSavers: 


recovery specialists 

2 . 24-hr, onsite and weekend service available 

3 . Proprietary techniques so advanced we 
retrieve data others might simply abandon 

4 . Certified to maintain most drive warranties 

5 . Over 11 years of data recovery experience 

6 . Featured by CNN, NextStep, C-Net, and 


Custom 
Printed 
• Your Logo 
Design 

Plastic/• Fast 
Turnaround 

_ ,£loth( 

• Guaranteed 
Quality 

Microstore 

800 - 962-8885 


;| 400 BEL MARIN KEYS BL, NOVATO, CA 94949, VOICE: 

rjnr>i 



>, VOICE: 415-382-2000, FAX: 415-883-0780 


Internet 


• Get On-Line 
Immediately! 

• Telnet To Other BBS’s 

• 128 High Speed (28.8k) 
Modems 

• Surt The World Wide Web 

• New User Help Menus 

• Huge IRC & MUD Menus 

• POP-Mail, PINE, Elm, E-mail 


RUSSIAN LADIES 

truly beautiful, 
want to meet you! 

Beautiful, educated 
ladies are sincerely 
seeking friendship 
and marriage with 
American men of all 
ages. Selected from 

over 50,000 applicants. 

♦ FREE Color 
Photo Catalog 

♦ Beautiful Color Photo 
Catalogs & Live Videos 

♦ Exciting Moscow Tours 

Meet 600 lovely ladies in 10 days 


euRorexo connections, inc. 
"Largest and Most Complete Service” 
Dept. 294 • P.O. Box 888851 
Atlanta, GA 30356 • 770/458-0909 


lion: http://www.zdnet.com/marketplace 

SHOP THE WEB 

Go to ZD Marketplace On the Web, 
a searchable database of hundreds of ads 
for everything computer related. 

http://www.zdnet.com/marketplace 

0 S1 Marketplace™ 

ZJOIM THE WEB 


Pi Computing 



The 800+ page manual that shows 
you how to get the most from your 
PC software & hardware! 


Just $59.95. Take $10 off when you 
order with check or credit card! 
Ask about our quarterly supplements. 


• 30 Day No Risk Guarantee* 



Computer 

Jewelry 

Unique.. .Distinctive 


HAND MADE — TOP QUALITY 

♦ Solid weight & feel 

♦ Two Tone Gold 

♦ Not available in stores 

♦ Diamond finish 

14K Disk Pendant/Pin 199.00 

14K PC Pendant/Pin 199.00 

Sterling/24K Disk Pendant/Pin 49.00 
Sterling/24K PC Pendant/Pin 49.00 

Toll Freel “(888) HARDWEAR 

CALL ANTYIME 427 39 32 


CIRCLE 513 ON READER SERVICE CARD 



CIRCLE 525 ON READER SERVICE CARD 
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Pleasurotica 


EXOTIC WOMEN STRIP 
LIVE ON YOUR SCREEN 

ONE-ON-ONE ADULT 
VIDEO TELECONFERENCING 

over eighteen only. 


.pleasurotica.com/pcc 


^supuH-cHiomsalF 

FREE Sexy Seductions CD-ROM 
order over 


ADV SEYMOUR BUTTS2 


Sexcapades-adult board game-80 VGA scenes + sound 
Original Sexy Disks-6 disks-games, movies, pictures 532. 
Girlfriend Lisa/Suzy-artificial intelligence-virtual woman $49. 
Connoisseur collection-movies on disk w/sound $29/ea; 5/S94. 
Interactive Girls Club - interactive gomes/full motion video $49. 
800-462-SEXY irmi u. m m / FAX 215-997-2571 



ADULT PLAYGROUND 

The internet's premiere adult playground. Watch LIVE strip shows. Interact 
with TOP adult stars in our erotic LIVE Fantasy Booths. Access first-run or I 
fetish films, interactive photo features, magazines, chat rooms, the Net's j 
largest adult mega mall & much more. 


http://www.adulfplayground.com/pcc 


PC/COMPUTING 




■ROM YOUR MODEM 


thfExcHANGE * 


ADULT PHOTOS (GIFS) 
ANIMATED ADULT MOVIES 
HOT INTERNET ADULT CHAT 
INTERNET ADULT NEWS GROUPS 

AH INTERNATIONAL CALL! 

Modem: 516.579.5550 
EASY ACCESS 
VIA THE INTERNET! 
telnet: //bbs.specdata.com 



request by writing: 
Free Software 
P.O. Box 48614 
Los Angeles, CA 
90048 -Adults Only\ 



Virtual Beftaxy 


LIVE VIDEO PHONE SEX 

LIVE, HOT GIRLS That You Can SEE, HEAR And SPEAK To. 
They’ll gladly do whatever you tell them to. 

Do it: One on One, Two on One. 

Too Shy? Voyeur Room to Room 
FREE iView Software 
Access our girls Two ways: 


http://www.virtualecstasy.com 
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ASSM 

HEAT 



'No’Censorship or Restrictions! 
No Credit Cards! No Waiting! 


Completely FREE! 

Just Dial In and Enjoy the 
BEST of .Online Erotica! 

0H 8 52J,729 09 1 4 


ODYSSEY 


To 

Play? 


415 -703-8 899 

800-9470936 


http://odyssey.ody.com 


smwt 

LAND 



This is your 
one-way ticket 
to the mofit 

HEAD-POPPING 

adult site in the 
known universe! 


sex sex sex sex, sex 
fun fun fun fun 

sex sex sex sex sex 

fun fun fun fun 


Adulf^Only^ 

http://www.smutland.com 


Love^View 

Live Video Action! 
Interact with gorgeous 

Waited giSLLSt 

Jt’s htf iamngfour own Irimt, Strip CM 

k 

'Boumiooi JSCEI roni i'TlW Software from: 
htlp;//www, adultpleasures.com/love.html 
OrMoilm to: 
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The Practical Internet Kit is the first complete Internet Kit to provide you with the necessary tools to fully experience, 
work and enjoy the Internet. The Kit features the Practical Class 288V.34 Data/Fax modem (upgradeable to 38£^md 
an outstanding array of CD-ROM-based software. 1-6 A RN about the Internet off-line with MindQ’s tutorial. ACC6II 
the Internet through a variety of leadi ng servi ce providers and web browsers including Net com Access K it containing 
Netscape Navigator™ Internet client. TALtf on the Internet via Quarterdeck® WebTalk™* PROTECT data integrity 
from viruses on the Internet with McAfee’s VirusScan™ The Practical Internet Kit ships wit h Quick link™!! Data/Fax 
software, and is backed by 7 day technical support and a lifetime limited warranty It’s even =■=nnAHTinAL 
Windows NT compatible. What a value! For more info, call 800-964-2937, ext. 310 or use ncoiDUCDA / c 
PRACTIFAX at 800-2254774 and select document 4000. = 



PM288 HCIIV .34 Developed to deliver high quality 
data transmissions at speeds up to 28.8k bpsV.34. 
For users who prefer internal modem solutions. 
Low cost internet package backed by a lifetime 
limited warranty and 7 day a week technical support. 


PM288MTII V.34 Feature-rich, high performance modem 
that meets the needs of high volume datacom users on 
a tight budget. Transmit data at 28.8 bps. Fax at 14.4 bps, 
Eight LEDs for real-time connection information. V34 
compatible. Lifetime limited warranty Extremely low price. 


•Sound Card.speakers, and PC microphone required. © 1996 Practical Fteripherals. Phone: 770-840-9966. Fax: 770-734-4601. BBS: 770-7344600. tmail: support@practinet.com. Web Site: 
I i I I I F t I Ft r i Is I s I It r i f F jl P r I 

Circle 253 on reader service card. 











SMALL OFFICE/HOME OFFICE 


Cheap Speed 

Following the ever-falling 
price for fast CD-ROM 
drives, NEC’s internal eight- 
speed MultiSpin 8V drive 
(below) hooks up to any IDE 
port and speed-reads data at 
l,200KBps—all for $149. 

MultiSpin 8V / NEC / (800) 632-4636 / 
$149 est. street price/ 

Reader Service No. 779 


Good Connections 

Keep in Touch 



Drive Free 

Wish you could play your 
favorite game on the road, but 
your laptop doesn’t have a 
CD-ROM drive? Logicraft 
Virtual CD-ROM copies and 
compresses all the data from a 
CD-ROM to your hard drive 
so you have access to the 
information wherever you go. 

Virtual CD-ROM / Logicraft Information 
Systems / (800) 880-5644 / $25 est. 
street price / Reader Service No. 780 

Scan It All 

Plustek OpticPro 4800P is a 
small, flatbed image scanner 
that reads from 256 grayscale 
to 17 million colors. And with 
its included OCR and 
document management 
software, it’s ready for any 
document or image. 

OpticPro 4800P/Plustek/ 

(800) 685-8088 / $369 est. street price / 
Reader Service No. 781 


On the road, in the air, 
working from home—no 
matter where you are, it’s 
essential to keep connected 
with mission control. Here 
are some new tools to crank 
up your communication 
skills.... See Eye to Eye 
The slots on your PC can fill 
up quickly with internal 
modems, CD-ROM drives, 
and video cards. Elsa’s 
Elsavision (below) packs 
ISDN, MPEG-1, and 
videoconferencing into one 
PCI card. The card transfers 
data at up to 128Kbps (perfect 
for videoconferencing), 
includes Intel ProShare 
Premier, a headset, and an 
analog video camera. And 
when you’re done gabbing, 
the card’s MPEG-1 support 
makes it a nifty add-on for 
multimedia fanatics ($1,649 
est. street price; 800-272- 
3572).. Get the Word 
Out Sending mass e-mail is 
an efficient and cheap way to 
communicate. But if the 
recipients see that the message 
was sent to several people 
they might not read it. Alpha 
Software NetMailer works as 



a liaison between 
your contact database 
and e-mail package. 

Import the e-mail 
addresses, type your 
message, hit the Send 
button, and each 
recipient gets an 
e-mail addressed only 
to them ($69 est. 
street price; 800-451- 
1018).. . Onsite Meeting 
Microsoft’s new NetMeeting 
1.0 (above right) lets you 
collaborate with your 
coworkers through audio 
and a shared whiteboard 
via a regular analog modem. 
This conferencing tool also 
lets you share applications 
so you aren’t tied to 
collaborating with just its 
whiteboard tools. 
NetMeeting is available for 
a free trial at Microsoft’s 
Web site, www.microsoft 
.com/ie/conf/ (free; 
800-426-9400).... 



Board Meeting: NetMeeting lets you 
talk and share data across the Internet. 


More Power to You 

Creative Labs Phone Blaster 
28.8 PnP is a top-of-the-line 
analog modem with plenty of 
frills, including a Sound 
Blaster 16 card and Microsoft 
Phone, which turns the 
modem into a full-duplex 
speakerphone. Other cool 
components include remotely 
accessible voice mail and 
NetSpeak WebPhone 
($269 est. street price; 
800-998-5227). jack lyon 

Reader Service Numbers: Elsavision, 
782; NetMailer, 783; NetMeeting 1.0, 
784; Phone Blaster 28.8 PnP, 783 


SO DEDUCT IT 


What you tell your 
accountant: 


"This printer attaches to my 
belt and goes anywhere with 
me and my PDA. When I want to 
leave someone a message at 
their desk, I just print it out. I can 
also label my office equipment.” 

What you tell your friends: 

“I’ll never have to write down 
my phone number on a cocktail 
napkin again.” 
















Banish the Paper Pile 


W ouldn’t it be nice to get that pile of paper faxes, magazine 

clippings, business cards, and receipts off your desk and onto 
your hard drive? The completely paperless office is still a 
mirage, but you can make a dent in your stack with document 
scanners. They scan documents in the blink of an eye, take up 


little desk space, and are 
packed with powerful 
software that lets you fax, 
store, or translate any scanned 
document into editable text. 

We rounded up five of the 
best and most versatile 
document scanners around: 
the Visioneer PaperPort Vx, 
Logitech PageScan Color, 
Microtek PageWiz, Umax 
PageOffice Dual, and 



Best Buy: The PaperPort Vx 
is the easiest way to feed 
papertoyourPC. 


PaperPort Vx / Visioneer / (8003 787- 
7007, (4153 812-6400 / $299 est. street 
price / Reader Service No. 787 

Mustek Paragon Page Color. 

The models our usability 
testers examined are capable 
of at least 200-dpi true optical 
resolution and as high as 
1,200-dpi interpolated 
resolution. The three 
monochrome scanners 
(PaperPort Vx, PageWiz, 
and PageOffice Dual) come 
with desktop management 
software. Feed a document to 

324 


the scanner and the control 
center pops up automatically. 
File scanned images or send 
them to document 
management tools like OCR 
or fax software. 

Paperless Powerhouse 

For comprehensive document 
management, the Visioneer 
PaperPort Vx stands alone. It 
takes little effort to set up, 
works flawlessly, and 
reproduces high-quality 
images and text with an 
optical resolution of up to 400 
dpi. And even though it 
hooks up to either a slow 
serial or parallel port, it was 
one of the fastest scanners we 
tested. 

The PaperPort’s biggest 
strength is its software, 
which has tight links 
between it and 100 popular 
desktop applications, like 
Caere OmniPage, Delrina 
FaxPro, Microsoft Word— 
the list goes on. Each app 
works perfectly with the 
scanner. The PaperPort also 
has six different scan modes 
that help you adjust for 
scanning challenges like 
business cards, color photos, 
and magazine articles. 

Finally, the PaperPort 
comes bundled with several 
applications, including Corex 
CardScan SE for converting 
your business card collection 


into a contact database. It also 
comes with PictureWorks 
Technologies’ PictureWorks 
Copier software, which 
prepares documents for 
volume copying or for 
putting multiple documents 
on a single page. The 
PaperPort’s resolution is 
solid, its scans are fast, and it 
includes the best software of 
any document scanner on the 
market. This is the document 
scanner to get—unless you 
need color. 

Color Scan With color 
ink-jet and laser printers 
becoming all the rage these 
days, lots of people want a 
color document scanner. 
And at a competitive price to 
monochrome document 
scanners, Logitech PageScan 
Color could be the right 
choice for you. As well as 
being a regular document 
scanner, the PageScan 
becomes a handheld scanner 
if you simply take off its 
base. Set it down on a flat 
surface, hit the Scan button, 
and it scans images at up to 
400-dpi optical resolution. 

So should you even 
consider a black-and-white 
unit? Well, the PageScan is 
slower, its file sizes are 
considerably bigger, and our 
usability testers weren’t 
satisfied with the scanner’s 



Snap On, Snap Off: The 

PageScan Color serves 
as either a desktop or 
handheld color scanner. 

PageScan Color / Logitech / (8003 
231-7717, (5103995-8500/$399est. 
street price / Reader Service No. 788 

software. For simple 
document management the 
PageScan comes with Xerox’s 
excellent OCR software, 
TextBridge. Also included is 
DocuMagix PaperMaster SE 
for organizing scanned 
documents, which our testers 
found harder to use than 
PaperPort’s software. And 
there’s no document 
management software 
beyond that—fax and 
image editing applications 
aren’t included. 

However, our testers 
were impressed with the 
PageScan’s versatile scanning 



Paper-free for Pennies: 

PageWiz offers quick 
scanning at a low price. 


PageWiz / Microtek Lab / (8003 654- 
4160, (3103 297-5000 / $129 est. street 
pric e / Reader Service No. 789 
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It picks up all voices in a 
It provides two-way na 
It improves des 

It enhances Internet voiced 
It performs regular conference calls. 

It makes coffee for the entire office. 


(We just wanted to see if you were paying attention.) 


Introducing the CS1050 ConferenceLink 
Multimedia Speakerphone for about $400. 

Okay, so you'll have to make the 
coffee yourself. But when it comes to 
enhancing total office communications, 
the CS1050 pretty much takes care 
of everything else. 

It's an amazing new breed 
of Performance™ Telephone 
Wrom U.S. Robotics. And for 
y around $400, it means anyone can 
” turn even the smallest office into a fully 
functional conference room. 

Just plug the CS1050 into any regular 
telephone jack, and suddenly you can talk 
and listen at the same time, thanks to 
new SimulCom™ full duplex technology. 

Plus, no matter how many people are 
packed into an office, even if they’re 
standing or pacing, everyone can be heard 
loud and clear through its three powerful, 
built-in microphones. 


And the CS1050 handles more than 
just regular conference calls. Experience 
full duplex videoconferencing simply 
by connecting the CS1050 to the full 
duplex sound card in your PC/desktop 
videoconferencing system. Or, have full 
duplex Internet voice calls by connecting 
to your PC’s full duplex sound card 
while running Internet telephony software. 

As the first ever multimedia speak¬ 
erphone, the CS1050 is a remarkably 
versatile communications device. And 
while it may not make coffee, it will 
make you more productive. 

Visit our website at www.usr.com/ 
phones, or hear the difference for your¬ 
self. For a demonstration and a dealer 
near you call toll free: 1-888-4-PERFORM. 


A Performance " Telephone From U.S. Robotics. 


Mobotics 











LOOK SO GOOD, PEOPLE WON’T RECOGNIZE YOU. 

Both come with critically acclaimed Nikon Scan 
software, an easy yet gratifyingly powerful way to work. 
Nikon Scan helps you get rich, sharp pictures and text 
quickly and automatically. And it's complemented by 
leading software packages you won't outgrow* 

Your makeover begins with a phone call: 1-800-52- 
NIKON. Or drop by http://www.klt.co.jp/nikon 

we OmniPage'LE. Coolscan II comes with Storm Ptimax EasyPhotoT 
.trademarks or registered trademarks ot their respective companies. 


Businesses live or die by the image they project to 
their customers. 

That's why Nikon, the company famous for great 
images, has two surprisingly affordable new scanners 
to help you transform yours. The Scantouch" 110 flatbed 
for text and images and the Coolscan® II for negatives 
and slides. 


Scantouch 110 



Coolscan II 

Nikon Electronic Imaging 






Usability Test 



Frugal Power: The 

PageOffice Dual is a fast 
scanner, at a reasonable 
price. 

PageOffice Dual / Umax / (800) 562- 
4000, (510) 651 -4000 / $199 est. street 
price / Reader Service No. 790 

abilities, and found that it 
reproduced color documents 
remarkably well. 

Scanning Cents So maybe 
you’re reluctant to invest 
money in a device you’re not 
sure you’ll use? At $129, 
Microtek PageWiz is the 


low-price leader of the bunch. 
It’s also a quick and solid 
document scanner with good 
image quality. Our usability 
testers had no trouble setting 
it up, and the included 
Microtek PageSuite software 
makes it easy to fax and store 
digital documents. It also 
comes with Caere OmniPage 
OCR software. 

Once you get into serious 
scanning, however, you’ll see 
some quality trade-offs. It has 
few scanning options, which 
results in unsatisfactory 
scanning of complex 
documents like newsletters 
with color photos. On the 
plus side, the PageWiz is 
remarkably small (the smallest 
unit of the group), has an 
outstanding price, and is ideal 
for anyone who needs a no¬ 
frills document scanner. 


Big Office Umax 
PageOffice Dual has some 
high-power components, 
but it doesn’t hold a candle 
to the Visioneer PaperPort 
Vx. The PageOffice Dual is 
bigger and requires a SCSI-2 
port. It does have some 
saving graces, however: It’s 
fast, reproduces documents 
fairly well (about the same 
quality as the PaperPort Vx), 
and it costs $100 less than 
the PaperPort Vx. 

The PageOffice Dual 
also includes some excellent 
software. Its OCR software 
was one of the most 
accurate of the group, and 
its image editing software 
proved to be the most 
powerful. The scanner’s 
main software, Umax 
PageManager, offers the 
usual—faxing, copying, 




Image Heavy: The Page 
Color is a solid color 
scanner, but the software 
lacks integration. 

Paragon Page Color / Mustek / (800) 
468-7835, (714) 247-1300/$249 est. 
street price / Reader Service No. 79/ 


HOW IT WORKS 


Feed: In a personal 

| document scanner, a set 
| of rollers sends the 
document through the 
f scanner. These rollers 
I are spring-loaded and 
automatically adjust to 
E the thickness of a 
: document. 


Process: The CCD 
records the light 
information and sends it 
through an analog-to- 
digital converter. The 
digital information is 
then sent to the scanner 
software for processing. 


■ PCCOMPUTING.COM 


PERSONAL DOCUMENT SCANNERS 

Scan: As the document travels over the rollers, it passes 
underthe scan head. The scan head’s light-emitting 
diodes shine on the paper’s surface. 

The light is reflected back onto a light-sensitive 
chip in the scan head called a 
charge-coupled device (CCD). 










Usability Test 


Scan and Save 




Visioneer 
PaperPort Vx 

Logitech 
PageScan Color 

Microtek 

PageWiz 

Umax 

PageOffice 

Mustek Paragon 
Page Color 

Maximum 

Resolution 

400 dpi 

200-dpi color, 
400-dpi gray 

300 dpi 

300 dpi 

1,200-dpi 

interpolated 

Desktop Management 
Software 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

PC Connection 

Serial/parallel port 

Parallel port 

Parallel port 

SCSI-2 

ISA slot 


either the Visioneer 
PaperPort Vx or the 
Microtek PageWiz. 

Cool Colors Mustek 
Paragon Page Color is a bit 
bigger than the other scanners, 
but it still fits comfortably on 
your desk. While it can’t turn 
into a handheld scanner like 
Logitech PageScan, it 
produces slightly better color 
quality and costs $150 less. 

Unfortunately, you’ll 
probably have to use the 
money that you saved to buy 
better document management 
software. Our usability testers 


struggled to get the Paragon 
Page Color up and running, 
and its sparse manual didn’t 
help much. While the scanner 
includes the basics, like OCR 
and image editing programs, 
these apps are scattered across 
your hard drive when you 
install them. If you want an 
inexpensive color document 
scanner and can live without 
the extras, check out the 
Paragon Page Color. 

Scanning Smarts So 

which document scanner 
will help you reduce 
your paper pile the best? 


The Visioneer PaperPort Vx 
holds the top spot for 
document management. 

The scanner is fast and 
accurate, and its software is 
unmatched. If you need 
color scanning, Logitech 
PageScan Color is a versatile 
unit, but its software needs 
an upgrade. For solid 
performance at a bargain 
price, the Microtek PageWiz 
packs in a lot for its low 
price. Finally, if you want an 
inexpensive color document 
scanner with no frills, the 
Mustek Paragon Page Color 
is for you. MIKE HOGAN 


DECISION MAKER 


WHICH DOCUMENT SCANNER IS FOR YOU? 






Our testers installed the 
document scanners on 
both Windows 3.1 and 
Windows 95 machines. 
First they determined 
how easy it was to hook 
up the hardware to the 
machine and how well 
the included software 
drivers worked with 
both operating systems. 

Once the scanners 
were up and running, 
our testers ran five 
different documents 
through each-a 
PC Computing 
magazine page with 
some graphics, a 
text-only fax, a business 
card, a photograph, and 
a grocery store receipt. 
They then rated the 
quality of the scans, 
and how well each 
scanner converted 
the documents into 
editable text via OCR 
software. 

All of the scanners 
offer from two to six 
scanning modes that 
differ primarily in 
resolution, but also 
include adjustments 
for color and 
monochrome images. 
Where appropriate, 
our testers used the 
software controls 
supplied to adjust 
image resolution, 
contrast, or brightness. 

Our testers also 
looked at how fast 
each unit scanned 
a variety of documents. 
Finally, they determined 
how well each 
scanner’s software 
worked together with it 
and other applications. 
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1. Scan photos, text and 
graphics quickly and easily 
at up to 1200 dpi resolution. 


2. Drag & drop 
photos into any 
application using 
EasyPhoto software. 


3. Create a great¬ 
looking document 
with sharp detail 
& true color. 


The toughest test of any color scanner is how 
well it captures the sharp details and rich colors 
of photographs. If it can do that, the rest is easy. 

EasyPhoto SmartPage scans photos best. Its unique 
ClearScan ™ technology and high resolution scanning 
make it easy to add picture-perfect color photos to 
flyers, make your letters more personal and your pre¬ 
sentations more persuasive. You can even send your 
photos online in e-mail messages or use them in your 
web-page. Scan photos, text and graphics from 
wallet size up to 8’/, x14" to edit, file, fax or copy. 
Trust EasyPhoto SmartPage to give you the whole 
picture for just $299. See your retailer or call today! 


W the hornet ehot 

Hornets Sting Devils! 

§ 



Call Toll Free 1-888-GET EASY for a FREE trial CD! 


Visit our web page at http://www.easyphoto.( 
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RY RICH SCHWFRIN 


WEB ADVERTISING FILTERS 


Life in the Fast Lane 


W hen your favorite TV show takes an 
advertising break so do you, by 
changing the channel or wandering 
into the kitchen. Thanks to the advent of 
the VCR, you can tape your favorite pro¬ 
grams and then simply fast-forward 
through the commercials. But when your 
favorite ad-supported Web site serves up 
a blinking banner touting some irrele¬ 
vant gizmo or gadget, you sit there wait¬ 
ing because on the Web you can’t change 
the channel. You’re paying for these ads 
in one way or another, be it in connec¬ 
tion fees or wasted time. Annoyed? 
PrivNet’s Internet Fast Forward (IFF) is 
just what you’re looking for, and it could 
very well turn the Web’s advertising 
model on its ear. 

IFF is a customizable plug-in that fil¬ 
ters out banner ads, blinking text, and 
user-specified graphics. It also blocks 
HTML cookies—little bits of code that tell 
Webmasters who visited their pages, which 
browser they used, which pages they 
requested, and just about anything else 
he or she wants to know about visitors. 
Banner ads and HTML cookies are two 



foundational elements of 
Web advertising, and IFF 
lets you control them both. 

PrivNet has posted IFF 
as a free download during 
beta testing. It comes in 
both Windows 95 and Win¬ 
dows NT versions, both of 
which are available for 
Netscape Navigator only. 

Launching IFF in turn 
launches Navigator, where 
a few icons have been added 
to the toolbar. These icons 
include a pair of red fast- 
forward arrows indicating 
the number of ads filtered 
and a gingerbread man¬ 
shaped icon that displays the 
number of cookies blocked. 

Clicking on either icon 
reveals a preferences menu 
where you can customize filters for ban¬ 
ners, blinking text, and cookies. The beta 
version we looked at was a bit shaky, but 
the bugs should be fixed in the final version. 

Don’t want to wait for advertisements 


to load on your low-bandwidth Internet 
connection? Download a free beta copy 
of Internet Fast Forward at www 
.privnet.com or link to it via our Web site 
at www.pccomputing.com. 


1,001 FREE DOWNLOADS: September Update 


[internet tools | 

WS FTP 

Move files or entire subdirectories 
with WS_FTP’s simple drag and 
drop—sans arcane FTP command 
switches. A split-screen view lets 
you see your local drive and the 
remote drive simultaneously. 


Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 

Try Microsoft’s all-new Internet 
Explorer 3.0. It handles HTML 3.2 and 

•ESTIMATED DOWNLOAD TIMES ARE CITED AT 


borderless frames, and it lets you 
open Microsoft doc¬ 
ument’s from within 
the browser. 


Map This 

Spruce up your Web page by creating 
image maps quickly and easily with 
Map This. It supports CERN, NCSA, 
and CSI M/HTML data formats, and 
handles GIF and JPG files too. 


Stufflt Expander 

If you’re looking for an easy-to-use 
expansion utility, search no more. 
Stufflt Expander is a drag-and- 
drop program that supports SIT, 
ARJ, ARC, GZ, ZIP, UU, UUE, and • 
HQX file formats. 


Java Support for Explorer 3.0 

Is your Web browser Java-enabled? 
Once you’ve downloaded your free 
copy of Internet Explorer 3.0, check 
out Microsoft’s Java Support for 

SUABLE AT WWW.PCCOMPUTING.COM. 



File: IE30JAVA.EXE 
Size/Time*: 

1675K/8 minutes 


GAMES 


Descent II Panic Levels 

If you’ve already completed all 30 
levels of Descent II, don’t panic— 
download these 10 new levels. Built 
by the original expert designers and 
made for multiuser play, they 
include Anarchy and Capture the 
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Flag. You can even combine all 10 
levels to create one massive new 
one. And watch for the latest levels 
on our Web site. 

File: D2LEVELS.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 251 K/l minute 


PacMan 

Great games 
never die— 
and PacMan 
proves it. The 
all-time 
favorite video game is back in an 
easy-to-set-up Windows 95 version. 



File: ROATRIAL.EXE 
Size/Time*: 211 OK/10 minutes 


Indiana Jones and 
His Desktop Adventures 

Battle blood-hungry snakes and 
militant local bandits in your trek 
across Central America with Indi¬ 
ana Jones. This new fast-paced 
Windows 95 adventure game pits 
you against dangerous terrain 
and Nazis in your search for 
ancient artifacts. 

File: INDYJ.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 1040K/5 minutes 


IndyCar Racing II 

If you’ve always wanted to drive an 
Indy car, now’s your chance with 
IndyCar Racing II from Papyrus—no 
special license required. Download 
this interactive demo and choose 
between two race tracks to blast 
around at 200 mph and faster. Indy- 
Car Racing II is as realistic as it gets. 

File: ICR2DEMO.EXE 
Size/Time*: 6700K/31 minutes 


Trophy Bass 

Cast your fly rod and experience bass 
fishing without leaving the comforts 
of your PC. Think of it as virtual bass 
fishing—you control the reel and 
choose where to cast. Once you catch 
your bass, you can throw it in the live 
well or release it. 


File: TBASSD.EXE 
Size/Time*: 18.3K/5 seconds 



Package Deals: Everything in One Place 




To experience the interactivity of PC Com- I 
puting’s Shockwave site, you’ll need the f 
Shockwave plug-in from Macromedia. This 
package includes three Shockwave utilities—Shockwave for Direc¬ 
tor, Shockwave for FreeHand, and Shockwave for Authorware. Use 
them from within your Web browser to enjoy interactive multimedia 
created in any of these Macromedia products. 

File: N32Z0003.EXE Size/Time*: 2475K/12 minutes 


Netscape Power Pack 2.0 |N fHE HHfl a E|rflrai 

Upgrade your bare-bones Netscape Nav- f 1 
igator browser with Netscape Power Pack 2.0. Power Pack includes a virus 
scanner, a spell-checker, a site-monitoring utility, and a chat feature. If 
you’re using Navigator or Navigator Gold, you’ll want Power Pack. 

File: PP2032B2.EXE Size/Time*: 6876K/32 minutes 


Java Station 

You’ve undoubtedly heard the buzz about Java. Now cre¬ 
ate some Java applets of your own with Scott Kaufman's 
Java Station. If you’re using Sun Microsystems’ Java 
Development Kit, Java Station lets you compile and edit 
Java text files. 

File: JAVAS99D.ZIPSize/Time*: 150K/1 minute 


PROGRAMS/UTILITIES 



PaperMaster 

Looking for a top-notch personal 
document-management package? 
DocuMagix PaperMaster is the ulti¬ 
mate desktop filing cabinet. Paper- 
Master lets you easily organize 
scanned files, faxes, e-mail, and 
online documents. 

File: PMTD.EXE 
Size/Time*: 2028K/10 minutes 

PowerDesk 

You can never have too many Win¬ 
dows 95 desktop shell utilities. If 
you’re not satisfied with the look 
and feel of bare-bones Windows 
95, check out PowerDesk, an 
enhancement utility that lets you 
customize your desktop. 

File: PDLLEVAL.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 714K/4 minutes 

VirusScan for Windows 95 

Are you practicing safe computing? 
To protect your system, download 
McAfee Associates’ VirusScan for 
Windows 95. It keeps your computer 
safe from viruses with endearing 
names like Nemesis. 

File:S95l110E.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 861K/5 minutes 

QuickTime 2.0 for Windows 

Add Apple's QuickTime 2.0 for Win¬ 
dows player to your system and 
enjoy integrated video, 
sound, graphics, and 
animation from your 
desktop. 

File: QCKT32.ZIP 
Size/lime*: 1599K/8 minutes 

PolyView for Windows NT 

If you’re looking for a solid graphics 
editor for Windows NT, check out 
PolyView. It supports GIF and JPEG 
image formats. 

File:POLYV170.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 179K/1 minute 

BusinessCards/32 

Organize your life with Business- 
Cards/32 for Windows 95 and 



Windows NT. BusinessCards/32 is 
a free-form database program for 
tracking any type of textual 
information. 

File: 32BCR400.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 322K/2 minutes 

| EDUCATION 1 

Guitar Teacher 3.0 

Guitar Teacher 3.0 for Windows 95 
walks you through the fundamental 
elements of chords and more. 

File: GTRWN300.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 1342K/6 minutes 

Number Tutor 

Help your PC-savvy children (aged 
2 to 5) learn the basics of numbers 
with Number Tutor, a Windows- 
based learning application. 

File: NUMTLTE.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 679K/4 minutes 

Physics Guide 

Delve deeper 
into the realms 
of physics with 
Physics Guide. 

This Windows 
95 educational 
program walks 
you through all 
the important points of matter and 
motion. 

File: PHYS1_32.ZIP 
Size/Time*: 2225K/10 minutes 


Inter.net is edited by Rich 
Schwerin. Links to all Free 
Hits downloads are available 
at www.pccomputing. com. 
Contributors: Ed Bott, 
Adam Meyerson (Free 
Hits), and Ron WHITE. 

Send Internet secrets to 
Rich Schwerin at 
Rich_Schwerin@zd. com. 
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Until kids stop 
showing up here. 



We need you to keep 
showing up here. 

AlfCftdGRAF*- 
CtflM foR 



A RECIPE FOR HOPE 


Over 2,300 children are reported missing every day. With the help of the technology 
industry, the Micrografx Chili for Children Cook-Off has changed the way America searches for 
its missing children.Together we have helped raise the recovery rate to 89% (a 20% increase)! 

Much more remains to be done. Join us during COMDEX/Fall in Las Vegas, NV on Tuesday, 
November 19th for the industry’s premier event. Your corporate sponsorship will make a 
difference. (You’ll also have a ball!) 

Call Kate Potts at 214-994-641 3 for sponsorship information (katep@micrografx.com). 
Sponsorships are available from $3,500 - $30,000. For general information, call the Chili 
Hotline at 800-3 57-7255 or visit our website at www.micrografx.com/chili.html 
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Are you certain your software 
came directly from an authorized source? If not 


You lose 


You risk 



computer viruses 
non-functioning software 

software/hardware 

stiff fines 


useful documentation 
future upgrades 
technical support 
discounted pricing 


Software rental, counterfeit software and downloading commercial software 
from the Internet or bulletin boards without the publishers’ permission are all illegal. 


Get the facts. 

Visit the Software Publishers Association home page at: http://www.spa.org or call us at: (800) 388-7478 for assistance, or to report a case of software piracy. 


spa 


© 1996 Software Publishers Association 


Don’t Copy That Floppy" 


Adobe Premiere, WordPerfect Norton Utilities, and Harvard Graphics, 
are trademarks of SPA members. Used with permission. 











internet [ Cool Tools ! 

All You Need to Surf 


RY RICH SCHWFRIN _ So many Internet products, so little time. Whatever you do, don’t panic: 

We reviewed 18 essential Net tools including browsers, utilities, applets, and 
plug-ins. To keep up with the flood of new offerings, our editorial team scours 
the Web to bring you daily updates on an array of powerful tools. Want ’em all? 
Surf to www.pccomputing.com. 
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Internet Explorer 3.0: Don't just 
browse the Web, explore it with 
Microsoft’s free Internet Explorer 3.0. 



Netcast: Tune in to a dozen streaming 
multimedia channels covering sports, 
music, and news with the Netcast viewer. 



WebEx: Save time and money with 
Traveling Software’s WebEx, an offline 
browser that saves sites locally. 


PRODUCT 

Verdict 

Adobe Systems Acrobat Reader 3.0 

Free 

[800] 833-6687 

Reader Service No. 796 

idrkkk Enjoy the rich, complex, graphical designs of 
/ portable document format [PDF) files online with Adobe's 
free Acrobat Reader 3.0. Acrobat now supports integrated 
viewing, and it searches PDF files from within most Web browsers. 

Blue Sky Software Web Office 

$399 est. street price 
[800)571-9764 

Reader Service No. 797 

'kkrkkk Building the perfect Web site just got a whole lot 
easier with Web Office, a complete Internet and intranet authoring 
suite. It includes a graphics editor, an image map creator, a 
graphics library, site diagnostic and management utilities, and 

Blue Sky’s market-leading Help-to-HTML Converter. 

Frontier Technologies 

Intranet Genie 

Price not set 
[800)929-3054 

Reader Service No. 798 

idrkikk Construct your intranet with ease using Intranet 

Genie from Frontier Technologies. Genie includes SuperWeb 

Server for Windows NT, administration tools, forms-based 
applications for things like expense reports, Verity’s Topic search 
engine, and other intranet utilities. 

Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 

Free 

[800)426-9400 

Reader Service No. 799 

idddrk Microsoft Internet Explorer 3.0 supports everything 
Navigator does-including Frames, plug-ins, and Java-plus 

ActiveX and ActiveVRML. And unlike Netscape's $49 
shareware model, Internet Explorer is yours free-forever. 

Netcast Communications Netcast 

[212)248-2989 

Reader Service No. 800 

idrtkkk Developed with AT&Ts multimedia-compression 
technology, Netcast is one of the first Web-based entertainment 
networks. It offers a dozen channels covering music, politics, 
sports, and news. The free Netcast viewer streams live multimedia 
to your desktop. 

Quarterdeck WebCompass 
Professional 2.0 

$50 est. street price 
(800)354-3222 

Reader Service No. 801 

ikkkfak Effortlessly find exactly what you’re searching for 
on the Net. WebCompass Pro’s intelligent agents hit multiple 
■ search sites simultaneously and retrieve indexed, ranked 
results. More than a search engine, WebCompass Pro is an 
essential information-gathering and analysis tool. 

Traveling Software WebEx 

$30 est. street price 
(800)343-8080 

Reader Service No. 802 

•kkrkikk Take your favorite Web sites with you on the road 
' with WebEx, Traveling Software's instant offline Web-access 
tool. Formerly known as Milktruck Delivery, WebEx downloads 
user-specified sites for local browsing, saving you time and money. 

The Wall Street Journal 

Interactive Edition 

$49 for annual subscription 
[800)369-2834 

Reader Service No. 805 

idddrk Find you just can’t get enough ofthe WallStreet 
tiJifumalfUm subscribe to the Journal’s Interactive Edition. 

It’s backed 24 hours a day by a dedicated staff of more than 

30 editors, bringing you up-to-the-moment business and 
market news you simply won't find in the paper. 


kkkkk Excellent kkkk Good kkk Acceptable irk Poor k Unacceptable 
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• Other 2D 
Drawing Tools 


• Imagineer™ 
Technical 


Draw your own conclusion. 


Imagineer’s easy-to-use drawing tools and 
intuitive on-screen feedback render other 
drawing programs obsolete. Intergraph 
Imagineer™ Technical lets you create precision 
2D drawings with half the mouse-clicks, 
keystrokes and command changes of most 
drawing software. 

Designed for Windows® 95 and Windows NT® 

Imagineer makes it easy to combine drawings 
With text files, spreadsheets, presentations Imagineer Technical makes design iterations 



and more. Imagineer also works with AutoCAD 
and MicroStation®- so you can take your designs 
directly into the CAD production workflow. 

You’ll find Imagineer makes drawing 
simpler than you ever imagined. Order 
Imagineer Technical today or test drive it 
with a free evaluation CD and draw your 
own conclusion. Special competitive 
upgrade and CAD companion 
pricing available. 



fast and easy, with automatic updates from 
variables and equations. 



1 INTEK53APH , 

Imagineer 

w Teehnieal 


Precision drawing made easy. 


$495 


Visit our Web site for exciting 
information and contest offerings: 

www.intergraph.com/iss/draw 
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Internet 



Wall Street Journal Interactive: 
Stay abreast of the latest business news 
with this online edition of the WSJ. 



Worlds Chat 1.0 Demo: Interact 
with multiple avatars in surreal 3-D 
scenes with this Worlds Chat demo. 



as u ca u ju _ us m a 


Internet with an Accent: Browse, 
publish, and send and receive e-mail in 
over 30 languages. 



CompuServe Wow: Families will 
enjoy Wow, CompuServe’s Interactive, 
multimedia online service. 


Cool Tools] 


PRODUCT 

Verdict 

Worlds Chatl.O Demo 

Free 

[800] 780-1613 

Reader Service No. 804 

☆☆☆☆☆ Enter the world of multiuser chat with Worlds 
;; Chat 1.0 Demo. Choose an avatar-or design your own-and converse 
with people from around the world as you interact with other 
avatars in surrealistic 3-D scenes. 

Accent Software Internet 
with an Accent 

$99 est. street price 
[800] 535-5256 

Reader Service No. 803 

☆☆☆☆ Internet with an Accent lets you browse, publish, 
and e-mail in more than 30 languages, and it even supports 
character sets for Cyrillic, Hebrew, Arabic, and kanji. Instead of 
translating other languages to English [as does Globalink's 
' Web translator], Internet with an Accent converts fonts 
and character sets. 

CompuServe Wow 

$17.95 per month for six-user 
unlimited access 
[800] 943-8969 

Reader Service No. 806 

☆☆☆☆ Looking for an online service the whole family can 
enjoy? CompuServe’s Wow is a consumer online service with 
bulletproof parental controls and content geared for families. 

A CD-ROM-based service, Wow blends local content with online 
updates, resulting in a rich multimedia experience. 

Iconovex EchoSearch 

$49 est. street price 
[800] 943-0292 

Reader Service No. 807 

☆☆☆☆ Iconovex’s EchoSearch is the first Java-based meta 
search tool we’ve seen that improves the accuracy and speed of 
your Net searches. Use Boolean queries with EchoSearch to hit 
multiple search sites at once. EchoSearch retrieves well-indexed 
results on the fly. Try EchoSearch and forget about gee-whiz Java 
animations. 

Media Synergy @loha 

Price not set 
[416] 369-1100 

Reader Service No. 808 

☆☆☆☆ Bring otherwise boring e-mail to life with @loha, an 
easy-to-use multimedia and animation tool from Media Synergy, 
tgloha lets you attach compressed animations to e-mail messages 
you send via Qualcomm Eudora, Microsoft Exchange, cc:Mail, 

Prodigy, or America Online. 

O’Reilly & Associates 

WebBoard 

$99 est. street price 
[800] 998-9938 

Reader Service No. 809 

☆☆☆☆ Are people talking on your Web site? Add 
multithreaded messaging to your Windows NT-based, Common 
Gateway Interface-compliant Web server with O'Reilly & Associates' 
WebBoard. WebBoard turns your site into an online conference 
center with support for public and private forums. 

Starfish Software EarthTime 

$19 est. street price 
[800] 765-7839 

Reader Service No. 810 

☆☆☆☆ Keeping track of time on the global Internet can be 
frustrating, and converting from Greenwich mean time is downright 
confusing. Starfish Software’s EarthTime lets you track the local 
times of up to eight locations from a selection of more than 375 
cities around the world. 

Brooklyn North Software 

Works HTML Assistant Pro 2 

$99 est. street price 
[800] 349-1422 

Reader Service No. 811 

☆☆☆ Edit Web pages with ease using the latest version of 

HTML Assistant Pro, the first commercial Web-page editor, 
pt includes a spell-checker, a floating tool bap support for tables 
and forms, and other features. 

e.g. Software WebTrends 

$279 est. street price 
[503] 294-7025 

Reader Service No. 812 

☆☆☆ Webmasters who need comprehensive Web-site 
analysis should take e.g. Software’s WebTrends for a spin. 

WebTrends delivers essential site-traffic statistics and 
demographic marketing information for any Web server. 

Find out who’s hitting your site and which browser they use. 

Juno Online Services Juno 

Free 

[800] 654-5866 

Reader Service No. 813 

☆☆☆ If you don’t mind a little advertising and an 
occasional junk message, you can enjoy free e-mail 
with Juno, a Windows-based e-mail service. Send and 
receive as much e-mail as you like absolutely free. 


-AtMtsMt Excellent -kfcMt Good -fcfck Acceptable -Mr Poor ★ Unacceptable 
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QuickMarks 

The best way to organize and 
manage your bookmarks and 
monitor Web sites. The only way 
to guarantee you’ll never lose 


NetMeter 

The smart way to track 


online expenses! 



■starfisl 

Internet 
(ItilitH 





NetClock 

The accurate, automatic way to 
synchronize your system clock! 

. Qb 

QuickZip 

The fast, easy way to Zip and 
Unzip files by drag-and-drop. 
WlOO% compatible with PKZip. 


Introducing the Essential 
Utilities for Every Internet User. 


Internet User 


First we spent months analyzing the 
needs of Netscape Navigator and 
Microsoft Internet Explorer users. Then 
we assembled a team of star engineers to 
bring you Starfish Internet Utilities— 
the most comprehensive, powerful, fully- 
integrated collection of Internet utilities. 


every time you go online. PC Computing 
calls it “the intelligent way to cruise 
Cyberspace.” 


★ ★★★★ 

PC/Computing 
“Excellent: The Intelligent way 
to cruise through Cyberspace." 



FINALIST 


Netscape’s Perfect Companion 


Starfish Internet Utilities integrate seam¬ 
lessly with your Netscape or Microsoft 
browser. These essential utilities— 
QuickMarks, NetMeter, NetClock, and 
QuickZip—have been crafted to boost 
your productivity and save you money 


The Experts Applaud 


The Experts all agree. PC Computing 
gives Starfish Internet Utilities their 
highest five-star rating. PC Magazine 
calls it “very elegant.” Byte Magazine 
granted it the prestigious “Best 
of Comdex 96” Finalist award. 


COMPUSA 



An Offer You Can’t Refuse 



Boost your online productivity now! 
Don’t miss our risk-free introductory 
offer! Call today! 


Starfish Software 

Smart Internet Solutions 


Circle 147 on reader service card. 









It’s 11:00 a.m. and 
business owner 
Jim Robinson 
hasn’t left home 
yet. But he’s 
virtually on top of 
the world. Already 
he has... 

• Checked his 
stock prices 

• Transferred 
funds to his 
401 k 

• Answered BO 
e-mail messages 
from customers 

• Revised quotas 
for the 
Singapore 
sales team 

• Ordered airline 
tickets for the 
Tokyo show 

• Reviewed 
market research 
on the 

Middle East 

• Sent contracts 
to Brussels 

• Made lunch 
reservations at 
Morton’s 

...now he’s 
catching up on 
major league 
scares before he 
leaves for lunch. 


NEWSOM’ 



What will you do today? 


NewCom and the Internet Make it Easy. 

With complete multimedia communications kits, even the smallest 
business enjoys big business advantages. NewCom Multimedia Kits have 
everything you and your PC need for world-wide connections: High speed, 
high quality NewCom modems; Rapid-read CD-ROM drives; speakers, 
sound cards, and microphone. And the most complete collection of 
interconnect software anywhere, including browsers, e-mail, Internet 
Phone by Internet Relay Chat™ and lots more. Let NewCom tailor just the 
right kit for your business and see how far you get by 11:00 A.M. 



Your.lift.2.the.info.superhwy. 

NewCom, Inc., a subsidiary of Aura Systems, Inc. • 31166 Via Colinas, Westlake Village, CA 91362 
Tel (818) 597-3200 • Fax (818) 597-3210 http://www.newcominc.com 
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WWW @ Work 


Online Law and Order 


RY RICH SRHWFRIN _ Understanding the legal system can mean the difference 

between business success and failure. And while you don’t 
want to rely on the Internet as the only source for your 
legal knowledge, it’s a great place to start (and cheaper than your lawyer). 
From arbitration to education, we’ve gathered the best legal Web sites for you. 



CONSUMER ISSUES 

Having trouble with a merchant 
or landlord? Stuck with a lemon 
car? Try surfing around for 
legal assistance. In many cases 
you’ll find free help online. 


EMPLOYMENT Employees 
and employers alike want to 
know their rights. From 
wrongful termination to sexual 
harassment, here’s a collection 
of employment-related sites. 


The 

Consumer 
Law Page 


The Consumer 
Law Page 

Peruse hundreds 
of consumer 
product 
information 
brochures, plus 
i small-claims court and class- 
vsuits. 

.seamless.com:80/talf/txt 


The Lemon Car Page Did you buy a 

lemon? Hit this site to learn about 
Magnuson-Moss, a federal law that gives 
consumers substantial rights in dealing 
with manufacturers of lemon cars. 
www.mindspring.com/~wfl 
Legal dot Net Here's a wealth of legal 
information on divorce, child support, and 
other issues, plus a pro bono question- 
and-answer section. 

Lawyer Find Looking for a lawyer? Scan 
this state-by-state referral guide to 
lawyers and free and low-cost legal aid. 
www.notice.com/lawyerfind.html 


NELA The National Employment Lawyers 
Association manages this site filled with 
affirmative-action facts, summaries of 
recent decisions, and legal referrals. 
www.nela.org 
SHRM Online 
The Society for 
Human Resource ’ 

Management 
provides articles from HR Magazine and 
links to majorhuman resources-related 
Web sites. 
www.shrm.org 


Nolo Press Berkeley, California's Nolo 
Press has been publishing self-help legal 
books for 25 years. Surf to the Nolo site to 
order your free copy of Nob's Little Law 
Book, a pamphlet answering more than 
200 frequently asked legal questions. 
www.nolo.com 


Bureau of Labor Statistics As part of 
the U.S. Department of Labor, the Bureau 
of Labor Statistics offers surveys, 
programs, and publications devoted 
to labor. 


Global Law: News and Information 



LEGAL NEWS Feeling litigious? Miss 
the O. J. Simpson trial? Tune in to our 
selection of sites devoted to legal news 
and information for a quick fix. 

Legal BeatTrackthe trials and tribulations of the US. 
government's Communications Decency Actand other 
free speech issues at the Legal Beat site. 
www.links.net/law 


Information Law Alert Keep up with legal happenings in cyberspace with up-to- 
the-moment legal issues involving computer and communications technology. 
Bookmark this site for a complete look at technology and the taw. 
mfolawalert.com 


Court TV Almost better than being there, the Court TV site keeps you posted on 
everything from Whitewater to world tribunals. Plus, scan an upcoming program list 
or revisit the major trials of the year. 


COURTS This collection of 
sites contains information on 
court decisions, opinions, 
judicial appointments, and 
related topics—covering issues 
from the U.S. Supreme Court all 
the way down to your local 
small-claims court. 

California State Courts A complete 
listing of superior, municipal, county, and 
appeals courts for the Golden State, with 
information on how the system works and 
its levels of authority. 
www.courtinfo.ca.gov 
NCSCThe National Center for State 
Courts is a one-stop resource for courts in 
all 50 states. It has newsletters, judicial 
research, and files for downloading. 
www.ncsc.dni.us 

The Supreme Court Just who are these 
nine folks in black robes? Get a complete 
biography, including photographs, for 
each U.S. 

Supreme Court 
justice. You’ll 
also find recent 
decisions and 
opinions. 

www.law.comell.edu/supct/justices/ 

fullcourthtml 



SCHOOLS Here’s a quick 
summation of four of the top 
law school sites on the Web. 

Harvard Law School Established in 
1636, Harvard University in Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, boasts one of the oldest 
law schools in the country. 


w 


Harvard Law School 


Cornell Law School Cornell’s Legal 
Information Institute offers a massive 
server of legal research, history, 
documents, and the like. 


Hastings College of the Law Direct 
from San Francisco'sTenderioin district, 
the University of California's Hastings 
College of the Law links to a half-dozen 
scholarly legal publications, and includes 
class information, indexed legal research, 
and more. 

www.uchastmgs.edu 
U of K Law Schools The University of 
Kansas Law School serves up the Law 
School home page, a useful alphabetical 
index of more than a hundred law schools 
in the United States. 
Iark.cc.ukans.edu/~kulawlib/ 
usschools.html 


BUSINESS Check out this 
quartet of sites to find out all 
about business law. 


PATENTS AND COPYRIGHTS 

Have a great idea? These sites 
help you protect it and profit. 


Antitrust Policy The Vanderbilt 
University Antitrust Policy page provides 
information about antitrust legislation. 
www.vanderbiltedu/Owen/froeb/ 
antitrust/antitrusthtml 
ABI World The 
American Bankruptcy 
Institute's Web site 
gives you the lowdown 
on bankruptcy issues. 
www.abiworld.org 
Universal Commercial Code Cornell 
University offers a searchable version of 
the Universal Commercial Code. 
www.law.comell.edu/ucc/ucc.table.html 
SEC Law Get your securities and 
commodities info at the SEC Law page. 
www.seclaw.com 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

The place to start for online patent and 
trademark information. 


The Copyright Website The Copyright 
Website delivers practical copyright 
information for Web developers. 
www.benedict.com 


Trademark Application Forms Before 
you can slap a handy trademark on that 
proper noun, you have to fill out a form. 
Here are the applications you’ll need. 
www.naming.com/naming/tmforms.html 


Wacky Patent mS J SSs 
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Internet 


Internet Expert| 


Online Security 



RY Fn RflTT 


H ow would your life change if the cor¬ 
porate mail room accepted only post¬ 
cards? How secure would you feel if 
anyone, anywhere, could read every word 
of every contract, love letter, and inter¬ 
office memo you created? That’s about 
how much trust you should put in the 
Internet, where people and things are fre¬ 
quently not what they seem to be. 

Most discussioris of 
Internet security focus on 
commercial concerns. But 
Internet security is impor¬ 
tant in other information 
exchanges as well. Often 
the content itself is sensi¬ 
tive, and your goal is to 
prevent third parties from 
seeing the information. 

Credit-card numbers fall 
into this category, as does a 
memo in which you outline your negotia¬ 
tion strategy for an important contract. 
Even when the content is not particularly 
sensitive, protecting your identity may be 
crucial. If someone can forge your digital 


signature on a purchase order, for 
example, you could suffer damage. 

By its very nature the Internet is 
an insecure channel. Packets of data 
consist of plain text with address 
information in the headers and are 
routed seemingly at random; even a 
modestly talented hacker can spoof 
an Internet address to intercept, read, 
and even alter those packets. Fortu¬ 
nately, a pair of time-tested technolo¬ 
gies make it possible for anyone to 
add the digital equiva¬ 
lent of notarized sig¬ 
natures and sealed 
envelopes to Net-based 
information exchanges. 

The first is authentica¬ 
tion. This technique goes 
beyond identification, let¬ 
ting you prove that you are 
who you say you are. Basic 
authentication requires a 
user name and password in 
addition to your Internet address. More 
sophisticated authentication methods use 
digital signatures and certificates to guar¬ 
antee the integrity of a data exchange. 

Of course, digital certificates and 


passwords are useless without the second 
security technique, encryption. Most effec¬ 
tive encryption technologies use public 
and private keys to scramble data so that 
only the intended recipient can read it. The 
recipient’s public key (a large number, 
usually at least 40 bits long) encodes the 
message, which can then be decoded only 
by the recipient’s private key. 

Of course, Internet security depends 
on sensible behavior and physical security 
as well. Even the best security is useless if 
your password is written on a yellow 
sticky note pasted to your monitor. 


Hackers can 
spoof your 
Internet 
address to 
intercept, read, 
and alter data 
you think is 
secure. 


[Tips,Tricks, and Techniques! 


Don’t overlook the obvious 
when considering Internet 
security. 

A digital-signature file stored on 
your hard disk guarantees nothing 
if a stranger with a floppy disk can 
access your machine and make a 
copy. Likewise, user names and 
passwords stored on scraps of 
paper or in e-mail messages are 
weak spots. Usernames, 
passwords, and secure documents 
are not cached in Netscape 
Navigator, but they can be stored 
in a Windows 95 password file. 

How do I get my own 
digital signature? 

The most popular source of digital 
IDs is VeriSign, which has built a 


reputation supplying certificates 
to operators of commercial Web 
servers. To orderyour own digital 
signature from VeriSign, point your 
browsertodigitalid.verisign.com. 
You can choose from four security 
classes, ranging from Class 1 
[designed for casual use) to Class 
4 [intended for high-security 
commercial use; this option 



Pretty Good Privacy: To 
encrypt e-mail, use ViaCrypt’s 
$125 Pretty Good Privacy. 


requires notarized proof of your 
connection to the company for 
which you’re requesting the 
certificate). You can use a digital 
ID to guarantee your identity and 
bypass user name and password 
prompts when connecting to a 
secure Web server. 

Sun Microsystems’ Java 
and JavaScript are 
undeniably cool and 
unnervingly dangerous. 

Unscrupulous Web developers 
can use any of several well- 
documented techniques to gain 
access to an unprotected host 
machine over the Internet. This 
risk is small when you’re accessing 
a Web site from a known source 



like PC Computing. But if you’re 
pursuing random links to pages 
you can't personally vouch for, 
your most prudent strategy is to 
disable Java and JavaScript. In 
Netscape Navigator, choose 
Options, Security Preferences, and 
check every box. With Microsoft 
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HOW IT WORKS DIGITAL CERTIFICATES 


Request: When you click on a link to make a 
secure purchase on the Web, the merchant’s 
server sends you a digital certificate. The 
certificate includes the merchant’s public key 
and a unique, coded digital signature. 





Validation: But how do you know the 
merchant’s certificate is legitimate? 
You check with the third-party 
certifying authority CCA) that issued 
the certificate. The CA checks the 
digital signature on the certificate 
against the secure certificate it 
originally issued. 


Transaction: If the certificate is valid, your 
browser's cryptographic engine uses the 
merchant's public key to scramble every bit of 
your message, including credit-card numbers 
and passwords. No part of your order is ever 
transmitted as plain text; only the merchant’s 
highly secure private key can decode the 
encrypted message. 



ENCRYPTED MESSAGE 


TRANSACTION COMPLETE >■ 


. Server 

!; 5 » 

rrEV*** 



Internet Explorer 3.0, choose View, 
Options, click on the Security tab, 
click on the Programs button in 
the Safe Content section, and 
select Expert mode. 

Both leading Web browsers 
give you unmistakable 
leedback when you’re 
conducting a secure 
transaction. 

With versions 2.0 and later of 
Netscape Navigator and 
Microsoft Internet Explorer, there 
are two indicators that your 
transaction is secure. First, the 
URL will begin with https:// 
instead of http://. Second, you'll 
see a security icon in the browser 
window. In Navigator the icon 


appears in the lower left corner of 
the window as a solid key on a 
bright blue background. The 
equivalent icon in Internet 
Explorer is a bright yellow padlock 
in the lower right corner. 

Are digital signatures 
accepted for contracts and 
other legal documents? 

Digital signatures have not yet 
been challenged in court, so 



Feeling Secure: Look for one 
of these telltale security icons at 
the bottom of your Web browser. 


there’s no telling whether they're 
legally valid. The National Institute 
of Standards and Technology’s 
Digital Signature Standard has 
been adopted as the federal 
standard for legal documents such 
as purchase orders. In theory at 
least, digitally signed documents 
are far more secure than signed 
paper documents because the 
entire document is incorporated 
into the signature, and a third party 
can certify that not one byte has 
been changed from the original. 

There are important 
differences in encryption 
standards for use outside 
the United States. 

Under a controversial U.S. law, 


cryptographic keys are considered 
munitions, and exporting software 
that uses keys greater than 40 bits 
is a federal offense. Although 
you're unlikely to be prosecuted 
for using stronger encryption 
methods, it’s useful to know 
there's a difference. Insist on the 
domestic version of any secure 
software you use. For example, the 
international version of Netscape 
Commerce Server uses 40-bit 
encryption, while the domestic 
version employs 128-bit keys. 
Although both use the same 
Secure Sockets Layer technology 
to protect transactions, the 
domestic version is far more 
resistant to attack from 
determined hackers. 


. p c c o 
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Internet 


jW e t Kahuna ! 


Large and Loving It 




As my hair grows thinner, my belly grows thicker. What was 
once my chest size has become my waist size. It’s been 
months since I could see my southern half. Don’t tell me 

about diets. I simply want consolation, sympathy, maybe inspiration. What 
wisdom about my plight might I get from the Internet by searching on 
fat man ? Alas, the keywords didn’t find my favorite fat man, Sidney 
Greenstreet in The Maltese Falcon. For only the third time ever the Net 
failed me, and I was crushed. But I found fat does lead to some unlikely 
places, from music to games to Letterman to Dune. There are also sites 
filled with low-fat recipes and encouraging words. But I didn’t linger at 
those spots for long—I had to get to the refrigerator before closing time. 


Lunch with the 
" Fat Man 

* Ah, a kindred, if 
" sort of strange, soul. The Fat 
Man spouts his personal philoso¬ 
phy based on the concept that 
“for every philosophy there is an 
equal and opposite philosophy,” 
also called “rule-of-thumb wrest¬ 
ling.” For example, argue that “a 
stitch in time saves nine,” and 
the Fat Man counters with “haste 
makes waste." You’re invited to 
agree or disagree via e-mail. Send 
messages to fatman@outer.net. 


Trilobyte—The Fat Man 

kkk |f you’ve played the multi- 
media games The 7th Guest or The 
11th Hour, you’ve heard the music 
of the Fat Man, a Texan actually 
named George Alistair Sanger. He 
wrote the scores for more than 80 
computer games. He’ll bore you 


silly with more information 
about MIDI than any sane person 
wants to know, and he has his own 
seal of compatibility for MIDI sound 
cards. Only problem: He's disap¬ 
pointingly slender and can’t under¬ 
stand my angst. 

'.tbyte.com/digs/fatman.htm 



the Mac over the PC. Been there. 
Heard that. Bought a PC. 

www.su.ualberta.ca/people/chris/ 

Fat Drunk Naked Software 

kk Here’s a species I thought 
was extinct—a programmer who 
doesn’t want to get rich with his 
programs. Dale Holmes gives them 
away. Free. It’s a matter of princi¬ 
ple. In addition to a story of how he 
met his wife, Dale provides a few 
simple programs for the taking— 
an electronic sticky pad, a Rubik’s 
type game, and a few utilities for 
controlling music CDs. Not great 
programs, but the attitude’s right. 



Fat Man Naked 

kk I was suckered in by a twisted 
Web page title that’s hard to resist. 
No fat men and no nudity, except 
for a link to a discreet derriere. The 
page was posted by a kid named 
Chris Neuman who has an enor¬ 
mous ego and admits to using the 
title as a cheap come-on. Chris 
likes to complain about school 
books and Quentin Tarantino. He 
tells Bill Gates to kiss his butt and 
rants at length on the superiority of 



Fats Domino Tour Poster 
kkkk This is more familiar ter¬ 
ritory—the Moxie Poster Company, 
which features the work of Green¬ 
field Show Print, one of the few 
remaining traditional show-card 
• printers. If you don’t like Fats, pick 
Otis Redding, Jackie Wilson, or 
other blues stars from the 1940s 
to the 1960s. Cool selection for 
specialized tastes. Whatever you 
choose, the printing method alone 
should make it a collector's item. 

www.infi.net/~moxie/rock/domino.html 


Ratings: kkkkk Pepperoni pizza, fully loaded—with extra cheese, kkkk Double cheeseburger'and a large basket of greasy fries, 
kkk Anything with a heart next to it on the menu, kk A sensible garden salad without dressing, k Sweatin ’ with Richard Simmons. 
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HIM spots! 


The Floating Fat Man 
irkkkk Just one quote from the 
movie Dune, mouthed by Baron 
Harkonnen, who uses an antigrav¬ 
ity belt to support his weight: “The 
Duke will die before these eyes, and 
he’ll know, he'll know, that it is I, 
van Vladimir Harkonnen, who 
encompasses his doom!” A mere 
nugget, but it leads to Mark Ben¬ 
nett’s Dune Home Page, which is 
quite a treasure trove for Dune 
fans—the complete script by 
David Lynch, the cast, a list of 
scenes cut from the movie, and a 
list of mistakes in the movie. Very 
good for the obsessed. 

phymat.bham.ac.uk/BennetMN/dune/ 

dune.html 



Dunes of Fat: Strap on your 
antigravity belt and float with the 
fat man at the Dune Home Page. 


Fat Free: The Low-Fat 
Vegetarian Archive 
irirk If you’re serious about los¬ 
ing weight, waddle on over to this 
site. It’s as drab as a blank wall, 
but it has more than 2,000 fat-free 
and low-fat vegetarian recipes. 
They're in a searchable database, 
and you can upload your own low- 
fat piece de resistance. I can't say 
much for the idea of vegetarian 
chili, which you’ll find a recipe for 
here, but otherwise, gobble up. 

www.fatfree.com/ 


Jolly Fat Man 

kkkk Jordn Block is ticked at 
Rush Limbaugh—but not for the 
ideological reasons people of the lib¬ 
eral persuasion usually hate him for. 
Jordn works in a music store, and 
each Christmas he has to explain 
to hundreds of shoppers that 
there is no new CD by Mannheim 


SHOCKWAVE GAMES 

Check out this page for 
links to a dozen or so sites 
that have Shockwave- 
powered arcade games such 
as Fat Shooter Man. It ranks 
frigid on the cool scale. 

, www .dartmouth .edu/~loeb/ 
games.html 



tricking treat Get ready 
for Halloween with The Night 
Gallery. It’s full of animations, 
MIDI music, rude and rotting 
graphics, and repulsive facts. 
It gets the slick site award. 

www.wbm.ca/users/kgreggai 




Steamroller—no matter what Rush 
told them. From this, Jordn develops 
a dialectic to prove Rush is the devil. 
Worth a drive-by. 

www.netnet.net/users/dandancm/ 


Jake and the Fat Man 

☆ This site provides a look at 
Item C-135, offered for sale by 
Celebrity Autographs Catalog. It's 



Which One’s Jake? You 
too can own an autographed 
picture of Jake and the Fat Man. 



THE SOUND OF ONE HAND MOUSING 

If you're feeling upbeat about the afterlife, go to 
the Tiger Team Buddhist Information Network to 
learn more about that religion and participate with 
other believers on the CyberSangha. Remember, 
no matter where you go, there you are! 

www.newciv.org/TigerTeam 


ZONK! Need a good 
raspberry? A Daffy Duck 
laugh? Phaser explosions? 
Classical music? Check out 
the collection at Rutgers 
University. 

www.info.rutgers.edu/sounds 


HECK! GO TO HELL This 
online guide to Satanism 
includes Demontia, a 
collection of trivia about 
the underworld. 


BURY BOWSER ONLINE Whoa! You forgot to have suitable 
services before you flushed the goldfish? It’s not too late. Lead 
your procession to the Virtual Pet Cemetery, where you can 

leave a written memorial to Bubbles or read 
the touching tributes to other deceased pets. 

www.lavamind.com/pet.html 



an autographed picture of William 
Conrad and Joe Penny from their TV 
series. Save yourself 65 bucks. Just 
check out the photo on the page here. 

com.primenet.eom/celebrity/p/ 

pennyjoe.html 

The Official David 
Letterman Song Book 

iVsHrWhat does this site have 
to do with fat men? It contains 
the lyrics to the famous song “The 
Strong Guy, the Fat Guy, the 
Genius,” one of several ditties 
first—and last—heard on Dave's 
little late-night show, along with 
the names of the performers who 
sang them and lived. 

www.lib.ox.ac.uk/internet/news/faq/ 

archive/letterman.songs.list.html 

Fat Lip Reader’s Theatre 

irk At this Wolfe Video page you 
can order a 30-minute video of the 
Fat Lip Reader’s Theatre produc¬ 
tion of Nothing to Lose. It features 



15 fat, feisty women speaking, 
acting, and singing about being 
fat in America; teaching snappy 
answers to street taunts; and 
putting down the diet-obsessed, 
fat-hating culture we live in. 

www.wolfevideo.com/fat.htm 
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Can we talk? This month our gab: Oprah, Phil, Regis and 


Bookmarks of the 
Rich and Famous 

by JACK LYON 


spies were extra busy cruis¬ 
ing trailer parks, investigating 
alien abductions, and dealing 
with a bevy of domestic 
dilemmas—just to get the 
bookmarks of the gurus of 


Kathie Lee, Ricki, and 
Geraldo. See what the 
tyrants of talk have to say 
about the wonderful World 
Wide Web, here and online 
at www.pccomputing.com. 



iion/Commercials/ 


Celebrities Who Used to Do Drugs, and the Men Who Love Them 

Oprah Exposed! www.yale.edu/herald/archive/xxi/2.2.96/opinion/oprah.html I 


H WINFREY 


Sharing Lipstick??? 


Hot Air 

The Windy City 
www.xnet.com/~cerulean/ctiicago.htiTil 

Idol Chatter 

Michael Jackson Talks to 
Oprah 

www.rga.com/4w/4b/jcksn/ 

Calorie Crusades 

The Diet, Weight Loss, and 
Fitness Home Page 
wwwl.mhv.net/~donr/diet.html 

You Go, Girl! 

Men Bashing 

www.netaxs.com/~siona/humor/bashing.html 


| The Forefather of Gum Flapping 

I The Talk Origins Archi 

I earth.ics.uci.edu:8080/ 

That Girl 

I Mario Thomas 

I www.gigaplex.com/celebs/marlo.htm 

Today’s Topic... 

I World of the Bizarre 

I netmar.com/users/ovigher/ovi.htm 

Off the Air 

I Donahue Calls It Quits 

I www.cnn.com/SHOWBIZ/rW9601/di 


Friends of Cody? 

Child Labor Laws 
www.fsu.edu/%7Eflstwtp/onl4lw.html 

Sweatshop 

Kathie Lee’s Feel Fit 8 1 
Fabulous Workout 
www.cybersuperstores.com/fitness/klee.htmi 


Win One for the Gifford 

The NFL Home Page 
www.nfl.com/ 

Secondary Incomes 

Television Commercials 
www.yahoo.com/Entertainment/ 


RICKI LAKE! 


A1 i enAbductions 

lo.com/redplanet/clarknova/alieb.bi 


\ 


GERALDO RIVERA 


tuning Guests 

White Trash 
pages.prodigy.com/CIVmcgrew/ 

I whitetrash.html 

Live! Onstage! 

| Domestic Violence 

vw.iquest.net/~gtemp/famvi.htm 


Talk to the Hand 

“'tAmericanSgn Language 1 
Dictionary 
bome.earthlink.net/~masterstek/ 
ASLDict.html 

We Need Better Ratings? 

Sex Stories Newsgroup 
newsmlt.sex.stories 


Anything to Get the Story 


The Skinhead International 

nanac.bc.ca/bweb/orgs/american/adl/skinhead-international/ 




Broken Nose 

www.middlebury.edu/~hrt 

daisies.html 

Hindsight Is 20/20 


Losing My Religion 

Journalism 
www.mtn org/~ne 
Iggers.hfml 

Oops! 

Al Capone 
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DELL LATITUDE LM P100SD 

100MHz PENTIUM® PROCESSOR 

• NEW Multimedia Notebook 

★ 11.3" SVGA Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

★ Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 
3.5" Floppy Drive (both included) 
or Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

★ PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics 
Accelerator 


* Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 
*Touchpad/lrDA-1 Port 

• Under 7 Pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty^ 

* Upgrade to 16MB RAM, 
add $249. 

* 28.8 XJACK /Cabled Modem, 
add $259. 

Business Lease: $89/Mo. 

Order Code #800049 


NEW Multimedia 
Dell Latitude LM 
Notebook 

$2399 



Introducing the Dell® Latitude® LM notebook. 
The multimedia notebook with graphics so 
impressive, it's like having a theater on your 
lap. Boasting MPEG software and the Neo- 
Magic 128- 
bit graphics 

—-- .. . „ accelerator, 

.. Microsoft * 

PPnVm Windows®95 it delivers 



video so clear you can run film clips in your 
presentations. The SVGA (800x600) screen lets 
you see even more of a good thing. And whats 
more, this system's built around Dell's Lithium 
Ion battery. Which means your graphics can 
dazzle crowds for hours and hours. 

This multimedia maestro is not coming 
soon. It's already here. To order, call us today. 


WAX 

800 - 545-3725 

http://www.dell.com 

Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT *Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm In Canada? call 800-233-0750 

1 Keycode #02144] 












133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 133MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

DELL* LATITUDE* XPi P133ST DELL LATITUDE LM P133ST 


• NEW Network-ready Notebook 


• NEW Multimedia Notebook 


• 11.3* SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/810MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Sound with 
Built-in Dual-ported Speaker 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• IrDA-l Port 

• 19mm Optical Trackball 

• 3.5' Floppy Drive 

• 6.1 Pounds 

• Extendable 1 Year Warrantyt 

• Deli Latitude DeskDock ,u Station with 
Advanced Port Replicator, add $299. 

PICTURED SYSTEM 

$3899 

Business Lease: $140/Mo. 

Order Code #800047 


100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

DELL LATITUDE LM P100SD 

• NEW Multimedia Notebook 

• 11.3' SVGA Dual Scan Color Display 

• 16MB RAM/810MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 

3.5" Floppy Drive (both included) or 
Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• Touchpad/IrDA-1 Port 

• Nylon Carrying Case 

• Under 7 Pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to 40MB RAM, add $550. 


• 12.1" SVGA Active Matrix Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 

3.5" Floppy Drive (both included) or 
Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• Touchpad/lrDA-1 Port 

• Under 7 Pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to a 1.3GB hard drive, add $400. 

• 2nd Lithium Ion Battery, add $249. 
PICTURED SYSTEM 

$3199 

Business Lease: $118/Mo. 

Order Code #800051 


100MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 
DELL LATITUDE LMP100SD 

• NEW Multimedia Notebook 

• 11.3" SVGA Dual Scan Color Display 

• 8MB RAM/540MB Hard Drive 

• 256KB L2 Cache 

• Options Bay accepts 4X CD-ROM, 

3.5“ Floppy Drive (both included) or 
Optional 2nd Li-Ion Battery 

• PCI Bus with 128-bit Graphics Accelerator 

• Integrated 16-bit Stereo Sound 

• Smart Lithium Ion Battery 

• Touchpad/lrDA-1 Port 

• Under 7 Pounds* 

• Extendable 1 Year Warranty 

• Upgrade to 16MB RAM, add $249. 

• Leather Carrying Case, add $129. 


BUILD PERFORMANCE WITH 
THESE OPTIONS. 

DELL DIMENSION ADD 

1.6GB/3.2GBTravan Tape Backup with Accelerator .. $225 

3 Year Next-business-day, On-site Service.$99 

28.8 Data/Fax Modem.$129 

Win95 Mechanical Keyboard.$29 

3Com* EtherLink® III Network Interface Card.$79 


DELL LATITUDE ADD 

Upgrade to 8MB RAM.$249 

Upgrade to 16MB RAM.$399 

Upgrade to an 810MB Hard Drive.$200 

28.8 XJACKVCabled Modem .$259 

3Com Ethernet 10BASE-T Network Card.$159 

Nylon Carrying Case.$69 

Leather Carrying Case.$129 
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DELL OPENS STORE ON THE WEB 

Now you can buy Dell systems online. In fact you can C6. 

custom configure, price and track delivery of your PCs > 

right on the Web. It’s simple, secure and open twenty- 

four hours a day. So make shopping easier on yourself. in 

Visit the new Dell Web site Store today. Just point your 

browser to www.dell.com and click on "Buy A Dell." CS, 


■ Pentium Pro Chip-based Workstations 

■ Pentium Chip-based Desktops 

■ Pentium Chip-based Notebooks 


$2699 

Business Lease: $100/Mo. 
Order Code #800050 


$2399 

Business Lease: $89/Mo. 
Order Code #800049 


Deu. . 


K. l . l ili l dil - 

800 - 999-7882 

http://www.dell.com 


Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm In Canada? call 800-233-0750 

| Keycode #02145 | 









































REMEMBER, THE MONEY TO 
SAVE COULD BE YOUR OWN 


200MHz PENTIUM' PRO PROCESSOR 

200MHz PENTIUM PRO PROCESSOR 

200MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

DELL DIMENSION'" XPSPro200n 

DELL DIMENSION XPS Pro200n 

DELL DIMENSION XPS P200s 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower Model 

• 64MB EDO Parity Memory 

• 32MB EDO Memory 

• 32MB SDRAM Memory 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

• 256KB Internal L2 Cache 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• WAV 3.2GB Hard Drive [9.5ms] 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [11ms] 

• A/fW4.2GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• A/AV17HS Trinitron Monitor 

• 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 17LS Monitor (15.7" v.i.s.) 

(15.9- v.i.s„ ,26dp, 1600 X1200 max. res.) 

• NEW* *9 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D Video Card 

• NEW Imagine 128 Series 2 Graphics 

• NEW*9 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D Video Card 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

Accelerator with 4MB VRAM 

•8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS® Office Professional with 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• MS Office Professional with 

Bookshelf for Windows® 95 

• Microsoft Windows NT/30 Days 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• Microsoft® Windows NT®/30 Days 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

• AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Card 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

• 3 Year Limited Warrantyt 

★ Now, Microsoft Windows NT 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

★ Now, Microsoft Windows NT 4.0 

4.0 Upgrade Coupon included at 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

Upgrade Coupon included at no 

no extra charge : 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

extra charge: 

★ Upgrade to a 3.2GB hard drive. 

★ Upgrade to a 17HS Trinitron monitor 

* Upgrade to a 4.2GB hard drive, add $125. 

, add $149. 

< (15.9" v.i.s.), add $149. 

$3499 

$2499 

$3399 

Business Lease 0 : $129/Mo. 

Business Lease: $92/Mo. 

Business Lease: $126/Mo. 

Order Code #500320 

Order Code #500319 

Order Code #500318 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

166MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

200MHz PENTIUM PROCESSOR 

DELL DIMENSION XPSP166S 

DELL DIMENSION XPS P166s 

NEW DEU. DIMENSION P200v 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower Model 

• Mini Tower Model 

•32MB SDRAM Memory 

• 16MB SDRAM Memory 

• 16MB SDRAM Memory 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• NEW 4.2GB Hard Drive [10.5ms] 

• NEW 3.2GB Hard Drive [9.5ms] 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [11ms] 

•17LS Monitor (15.7* v.i.s.) 

• 15LS Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.i.s.) 

• NEW49 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D Video Card 

• NEW #9 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D Video Card 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 

•8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

•8X EIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 

• MS Office Professional with 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

Bookshelf for Windows 95 

Free Support/Dell Mouse 

• AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Card 

• AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Card 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

• Altec Lansing ACS-5 Speakers 

★ Upgrade to a 2.5GB hard drive, 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 

add $99. 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

Free Support/MS Mouse 

★ Altec Lansing ACS-5 speakers and 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

SoundBlaster 16 PnP sound, add $99. 

★ 28.8 Data/Fax modem, add $129. 

★ Upgrade to 32MB SDRAM, add $225 

★ 3Com EtherLink Interface Combo 



Card, add $99. 

$2799 

$2199 

$1999 

Business Lease: $104/Mo. 

Business Lease: $81 /Mo. 

Business Lease: $74/Mo. 

Order Code #500316 

Order Code #500315 

Order Code #500314 


NEW STANDARD 3 YEAR LIMITED WARRANTY WITH ALL DELL DIMENSION SYSTEMS. 




• Mini Tower Model 

• 32MB SDRAM Memory 

• 512KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [11ms] 

• 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7" v.lj 

• NEW 49 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D Videj 
•8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows 95 

• AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Ca 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers I 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days I 
Free Support/MS Mouse 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• Upgrade to a 17LS(15.7" vis.I.i 
PICTURED SYSTEM 

$2499 


• Mini Tower Model 

• 16MB SDRAM Memory 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

• 1.6GB Hard Drive [11ms] 

• 15LS Monitor [13.7" v.i.s.l j 

• 64-bit PCI 2MB DRAM Video 

• 8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• 28.8 Data/Fax Modem 9 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Day$| 
Free Support/Dell Mouse 

• 3 Year Limited Warranty 

• Upgrade to 3 Years of On-site 1 
Service , A add $99. 


$1799 

Business Lease: $67/Mo. 

Order Code #500313 

Designedtal 


pentium 
































• Mini Tower Model 

* 32MB SDRAM Memory 

• 256KB Pipeline Burst Cache 

* NEW 3.2GB Hard Drive [9.5ms] 

* 15TX Trinitron Monitor (13.7"v.i.s.) 

* NEW #9 2MB EDO ViRGE 3D Video Card 

• 8XEIDE CD-ROM Drive 

• MS Office Professional with 
Bookshelf for Windows' 95 


• AWE32 Wave Table Upgrade Card 

• Altec Lansing ACS-31 Speakers 

• Microsoft Windows 95/30 Days 
Free Support/MS Mouse 

★ 3 Year Limited Warranty 1 with 
1 Year On-site'Service 

* Upgrade to 3 Years of On-site 
Service, add $99. 

* Upgrade to a 4.2GB hard drive, 
add $125. 

Business Lease': $92/Mo. 

Order Code #500321 


NEW 166MHz 
with SDRAM 

$2499 


GET THE MOST INCREDIBLE 
MEMORY EVER. 

(JUST TO BE SAFE, WRITE DOWN OUR PHONE NUMBER.) 



It's the memory of the future: 
Synchronous Dynamic RAM (SDRAM 
to you). And this new 166MHz Pentium 
chip-based Dell Dimension XPS PI 66s 
has it. Finally, your PCs won't be held 
back by the limitations of asynchronous 
EDO memory. Finally, with everything 
tied to the same clock, you can enjoy 
smooth, predictable performance at 
astonishing speeds. Finally, you can 
have a hedge against obsolescence. 
And the technology once reserved only 
for high-end workstations can be on 
your desktop. So check out the specs, 
limber up your dialing finger and give 
us a call now. Come to think of 
it, maybe you should tie a string 
around that finger first. 


Dell’s featured computer artist is Diane Fenster of Pacifica, CA. 


IMsU 



pentium 


Designed for 



Microsoft * 

Windowsf95 




800 - 545-3609 

http://www.dell.com 

Mon-Fri 7am-9pm CT • Sat 10am-6pm CT 
Sun 12pm-5pm In Canada! call 800-233-0750 

| Keycode#02143 | 







































